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2. Offo/m Lane and Ms Works , p. xii. 
§ 3. Of T/wmas Powell and Ms IVorks, 
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p. xxvi. {Sir Pdward Hales^ 
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j 5. Thanks to helpers^ p. xxvin. 


§ I. Here are reprints of three rare tracts, of which the iirst two 
are on the England of Elizabeth's time (1593, 1600), and the third is 
written by a man of her time, tho^ not publisht till the seventh year 
of Charles the First’s reign (1631), The fourth scrap is before 1600. 

The printing of the first tract was urg’d on me by my friend 
Mr W. C. Hazlitt, because there was only one copy of it known to 
him, and that at Peterborough Cathedral Library, quite out of the 
way of the ordinary student. As this tract dealt with the husband- 
and-wife question in Shakspere’s young days, and mainly took-up 
the other side (the woman’s) to that which Shakspere backt in 
The Comedy of Errors (Act II. sc. i. ; V. i. 68 — 86), I was glad to 
recommend it to the friend and fellow-member of our Society^ who 
had offerd to give us a Shakspcre’s-England reprint of moderate 
size. Otherwise its inner woith would not have given it so early a 
place in our Sixth Series. But still, for the social condition of 
England in Shakspere’s time, this Tcll-Ti'OtJies Netvyeares Gift of 
1593 has great interest, so far as the family life of the middle classes 
is concernd. Oddly enough, too, it does illustrate aptly a bit of the 
last long speech of Suifolk in 1; Henry Vf V. v. 48 — 54 (tho’ I 
suppose that is not Shakspere’s), about the young king’s choice of 
the dowerless Margaret : 


1 He has made it a condition that his name be not meniiond. 
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Forewords, § i. Elizabethan and Victorian Morals, 

Siif, A dower, my lords ! disgrace not so your king, 

That he should be so abject, base, and poor, 

To choose for wealth, and not for peifect love, 

Henry is able to enrich his queen, 

And not to seek a queen to make him rich : 

,5*^7 ivoythless peasants bargain for t/ieir wives , 

As market- 9 nen for oxen, sheep, or horse. 

At p. 6 1 - 2 , of Tell-Troth’s Part II, The Passionate Mortice, we 
come on the following passage : — 

Fie, he ! mariages, for the most part, are at this day so made, 
as looke how the butcher bies his cattel, so wil men sel their chil- 
dren. He that bids most, shal speed soonest ; & so he hath money, 
we care not a fart for his honestie. Well, it hath not been so, ami 
I hope it wil not be long so ; <Sr I wil assure you, loiies common- 
wealth wil neuer fiorish vntil it be otherwise. Why, it is a common 
practize to aske the father what hee will giue with his childc ; and 
what is that differing from cheapening an Oxe ? And it is as com- 
mon, that if she be fat, it is a bargaine, but if leane, she must slay 
another customer.’"’ 

This cannot be calld an advance on the low part of the earlier 
Paston -Letters view of the marriage question^ 

I do not want to puff our Victorian time against the Klizabctlian. 
We have faults enough, God knows. There tnay be a few beings 
calld women now extant, who justify the sketches that reviews tell 
us sensation-novelists draw, and that prurient article-writers aOcMT 
to denounce, 2 but surely no one can turn from the cuckoo ciy which 
the Lovis-Lahonrs-Lost ^nd song, and almost all KUza])ethan books 
on social life, echo ; no one can contrast Shakspere’s doctrine on 
the relation of husband and wife in The Prrors (First-Period) and 
Taming of the Shrew, with Tennyson’s in The Prmeess^'^ without 

^ There is also proof of plenty of true love in these Letters ; and Man»ar<jt 
Paston, the heroine of the volumes, is not far from being a model \\irc of tlie 
time. 

® See my Ballads from Mannscripts, vol. i, p. 2, 

3 There’s nothing, situate under hea- Dear, but let us type (hem now 

ven’s eye, In our own lives, and this proud watch- 

But hath his bound, in eaith, in sea, in word rest 

sky: Of equal ; seeing either sex alone 

The beasts, the fishes, and the winged Is half itself, and iu true marnag«‘ lies 
fowls, ^ ^ Nor equal, nor uue([ual : each fuKHs 

Are their males’ subject, and at their Defect in each, and always thought in 
controls : tlioughl. 

Men, more divine, the masters of all Piiq^osc in purpose, will in will, (lu-y 
these, grow, 
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Forewords. § i. Shakspere and Tennyson, 

feeling that enormous moral progress has been made since the 
Elizabethan time in the relations of the sexes, and of husband and 
wifed 

The comparison of Love's Labours Lost with The Trmcess is full 
of interest ; and though the contrast of the converse excluders of 
the opposite sex in the two works strikes a student of both poets at 
first sight, I have never seen or heard it alluded-to in any criticism 
of the poem or play. The comparison of Memoriam with the 
Sonnets has been indeed mentiond, but never workt out, full of in- 
terest as the subject is. Victorians need not fear to set Arthur 
Hallam by Shakspere^s Will H., or the grounds of Tennyson’s 
affectionate reverence for his friend, by those of Shakspere’s love for 
his. 

Assuming, then, that the full description by the unknown 1593 
Tell-trothe^ of the causes of Jealousy in English husbands, and 


Lords of the wide woidd, and wild 
wat’ry seas,. 

Indued with intellectual sense and 
souls, 

Of more pre-eminence than fish and 
fowls, 

Are masters to their females, and their 
lords : 

Then let your will attend on their ac- 
cords. — Luciana, in Tr 7 'ors^ II. i. 

(Cp. Milton’s view.) 

1 The views of our narrow-minded (and often caddish) folk, as well as those 
of our broader-minded and more generous men, on the Woman-question, aie 
annually stated in the House of Commons, in the debate on the Woman ’s- 
Suffrage Bill, or any attempt to admit women to the learned professions. Women 
still wait for justice and fair-play. 

^ Ifidoninello^ a tell-truth, a tom-tell-troth. — i 59 ^j Florio. Tor the second 
name of the title, Robin Goodtellow (or Hobgoblin), see Shakspere^s Mid- 
summer JVighfs Dream, II. 1. 34, 40, Cotgrave, and Floiio : 

FoUet ; or, Esp 7 dt foUct. An ITobgoblin, Robin-goodfellow, Bugbcare. — 
i6n ; Cotgiave. 

Liiiton : m. A Goblin, Bug, Bohin-good-fellow, merrie diuell, that vses to 
mocke, and deceiue, sillie people. — 1611 ; Cotgrave. 

Loup-ga 7 'Ot 6 : m. A mankind Wolfe ... also a Hohgohlin, Hob-thrush, Rohin- 
good-fellow ; also a night-walker, or flic-light ; one thats neuer scene but by 
Owle-light. — i6ri ; Cotgrave, 

Liitin : m. A Goblin, Rohin-good-Mlow, Hob-thrusli ; a spirit which playcs 
I'cakcs in mens houses anights. — 1611 ; Cotgrave. 

LHti 7 ie}\ To play the Goblin, or night-spirit; to keepe a foule rumbling, or 
terrible racket vp and down a house in the night. — 1611 ; Cotgrave. 

Fimiasfjia, a ghost, a hag, a robin goodfellow, a hob-goblin, a sprite, a 
iade, the riding hagge, or marc. — 1598 ; Florio. 


The single pure and perfect animal, 
The two-celf d heart, beating, with one 
full stroke, 

Life. 

The PfditcesSf p. I 57 > 1st ed., 1847. 



xii Forewords. a. John Lane. 

the relation of father and daughter, husband and wife, justifies the 
appearance of dur first tract, in this volume, I pass on to the second, 
John Lane’s Tom TeUt?vt 7 is Message ami his Tens Complaint, of 
1600, when Shakspere was writing, or had just written, his brilliant 
Second-Period Muck Ado and As You Tike It, 

§ 2. John Lane is known to manuscript men by his still imprinted 
completion of Chaucer’s Squires Tale^ and his rc-tclling of the 
Romance of Guy of Warwick, the prose Forewords to Avhich are 
printed in the Tercy Folio Ballads and Romances, ii. 521-5, from 
the Harleian MS. 5243 in the British Museum. lie is not nien- 
tiond in Edmund Howes’s list of English poets with “Willi. Shake- 
speare gentleman” (Continuation of Annales, ed. 1615, [>. 

Maui hobgoblins, or elfes, or such misshapen, images or imagined spirits that 
nurces fraie their babes witliall, to make them leaue crying, as we say biigdjenie, 
or els, rawe head and bloodie bones. — 159S ; Florio. 

Le7nuri, the ghosts or spirits of such as dye before their time, or hobgobliiigs, 
black bags, or nightwalking spirits. — ib. And see Illandnco. 

1 Thus describ’d in Black’s Catalogue of the Ashmolc MSS., 1S45, col. 91-2 : 

No. 53. A small quai*to volume, containing 81 leaves of paper, gilt nt llu* 
edges, beside three on which are wiatten the title and introdiulory pieces: it is 
.very neatly written, as for a presentation coj^y ; and the loyal Anns me stamped 
on the covers. 

“ Chaucer’s Filler, beinge his Master-peecc, called the Scfuires Tale, w' h 
hath binn given [up as] lost, for all most thcasc three hundred yeares : 
but now found out, and brought to light by John Lane. 1630.” 

On the back of the title is an acrostick (forming ‘^Maiia Anglic. (\ I\L”) 
from ^^The Muse to the soveraigne bewtie of our adreadded sovt'reiipi loid king 
Chailes:” which introduces an affected dedication, followed by 8 lines liiaa 
‘^The Muse to the fowre winds,” by *‘J* L.,” and G lines to the a,iUhnj by 
Thomas Windham, of Keinsford, co. Somerset, Esq., one of the just ices. On the 
fourth page are 4 stanzas fi om the fourth hook of the Faerie (^liteene by “ d'he 
poet Spencer, uppon the loss of that pecce of Cliauctrh.” 'rheu fiillow the 
Description of the Sqiiier by Chaucer (in his prologue to the Can tei bury 'I'nles, 
V. 79 — too), and ‘^The Sqtiircb prolog, as it is in Chaucer,” ami Stpiitn-s 

tale as it is in Chaucer,” the text of which on f. i. 

The two first parts of this x->oem, and the two first lines of the Ihiid pail, are 
copied from Chaucer; at the end of the second (f. 10^9 is this note “Ih‘aie 
followeth my suppliment to bee inseited in place of that of Chaucer’s w htrli is 
missing. J. L.” This long poem, which bears no just propottion 1<> ('hauerps 
tales, consists of twelve paits or cantos, to each of which is piciixol a siunmaiy 
stanza of 4 lines. At the end are an Epilogus (f. 79^9? “The MaicIuuUes wtveb s 
to the Squier, and the llostes wordes to the Marchant as they are in ('haiu-er ” 
(f. 80), and Comparatio,” f. Sok 

On the back of f 81, Ashmole has written an extract from l.ydgate’s ‘‘'‘i'cuqde 
of Glass,” about Canace, the heroine of this story. 



Forewords. § 2,. John Lane’s Tom Tel Troth, xiii 

81 1, col. s) ; but, as the friend of Milton’s father, he is done more 
til an justice to by Milton’s nephew, Edward Phillips, who in his 
IVieatrum Poefa?'uj?i^ 1675, thus describes Lane : — 

A fine old Queen Elizabeth gentleman, who was living within 
my remembrance, and whose several poems, had they not had the 
ill fate to remain unpublisht, when much better meriting than many 
that are in print, might possibly have gain’d him a name not much 
inleriour, if not equal, to Drayton and others of the next rank to 
Spencer \ but they are all to be produc’t in Manuscript : namely, his 
Doetical Visio 7 i ^ ; his Alarjn to the Poets [1648] ; his Tzeetve Mo^it/is'^ ’ 
his Guy of IVarwic^ a Heroic Poem (at least as much as many 
others that are so Entitled) ; and lastly his Supplement to Chaucer's 
Squires Tale.” — 1675, p. 111-12; edition 1824, p. xxiii. See also 
Winstanley’s Lives of the Poets ^ p. 100 [which only repeats part of 
Phillips]. — Plazlitt’s IIa?idbooJz., p. 326, col. 2. 

Besides the above, John Lane^ wrote 

An Elegie vpon the death of the high and renowned Princesse, 
our late Soueraigne Elizabeth. By I. L. Imprinted at London for 
John Deane, at Teinx^le-barre. 1603 ; 4to, 7 leaves. Bodleian (Malone) 
ib. ; and 

ITitons Trumpet, 1620.” (Hazlitt.) 

His To 77 i TePTroths Message is a poem of 120 six-line stanzas, 
in which he complains of his countrymen’s naughtinesses. The 
closest handling of his subject is in pages 119 — 134, where he deals 
with the Seven Deadly Sins. This should be comijared with the 
like part in The Tmies Whistle, by R. C., about 1616 a.d., edited 
for the Early English Text Society by Mr J. M. Cowjper in 1871. 

Lane first complains of the Pope, the Cardinals, priests, monks, 
friars, and all ^this po]3ish ribble-rabble route,’ ^ stanzas 14-19, p. 

1 1 3- 1 14. Then he laments vaguely the state of Englands two 
Vniuersities,’ and the Seven Liberal Sciences, p. 115-118, of which, 
Grammar ‘ stands bondslaue-like, of Stationers to be sold,’ 1 . 149, 
and Poetry brings no solace to country swains, who fancy more ‘ the 
winding of an home,’ 1. 208, while ballad-makers i:)en new gigges 
for a countrie clowne,’ 1. 2x6, and ‘ bastard braines’ with their base 
rymes work Poetry’s infamy, 1 . 226, 

^ See Percy Potio, ii. 522, col. I, at foot. The Poetical Visions was to have 
* firht and second partes.’ 

^ Under a.d. 1572, WooeV.s PasH Oxo?tienses, Pt. i, col. 189, notes, — ^when 
speaking of John Lane, of Christ Church, who died in 157S — “There was one 
John Lane, a poet, about this time.” 

® Compare The Image of Ypocresye, &c., iximj Ballads from MSS* fu 181-266. 



xiv Forewords. 2 ,. Lane on the Seven Deadly Sins. 

Next come the Seven Deadly Sins. Under (i) Pride, Dane abuses 
the ‘ fine-ruft Ruffines,’ st. 42, p. 1 19 ; the dandies ' full trick and trim 
tir^d in the lookinge glasse/ 1. 255, casting sheeps-eyes \ &c., walk- 
ing with fantastical gait, st. 45, wearing long hair or curld locks, st. 
46, resembling every shape like Proteus, ^ and every colour like the 
chameleon, st. 47; drest in the snip-snap jagd clothes, st. 4S, 
that ill former fashions Chaucer in his Parsons Pale, and so many 
other complainers from time to time condemnd ; and with wingd 
sleeves, round hose, cloaks short and long, st. 51, p. 121. Then 
the women are scolded for their dress : bold Beatrice with her 
wires — that movd Stubbes^s wrath — tires, periwig, and caul (st. 52) ; 
with feathers (which men wear too), st. 53, 54 j pumps, pantoflcs, 
corkt shoes (st. 55, p. 122), and fans (st. 56). The picture alliuled^to 
in stanzas 57-8, of the Englishman set alone, in other folks' feathers, 
I have not come across.^ Andrew Boorde's caricature, given at p. 
167 of my Harrison, is the only one of the kind I know. 

Under (2) Envy, the only special hits are at the Minstrels daily 
striving with blind fiddlers, 1 . 398, p. 124, the justling Jacks driving 
their betters to the wall, 1. 400, and the scoffers ^ with rimes anti 
riddles rating at their foe,’ 1. 405. 

Under (3) W7'ath, we have the fights in Smithfield, the lines tliat 
make one think of the sad death of Marlowe in a quarrel for a dral>, 
st. 76, p. 126. Then Wrath’s contraries are dwelt-on in st. So-t, p. 
127, Chaucer’s other ^vertue that men clepe pacience or suffcraunce ’ 
{Remedium contra I7^a7?i), being treated as two. 

(4) Sloth or Idleness has no local colour. 

Ava?dce (5) repeats Harrison’s complaints in his Description, IT. 
18, p. 296, &c., how ^Sheraiseth cheape things to the highest price,’ 
st. 90, p. 129, and specially ^ engrosseth all the come,’ 1. 547 ; ami 
leads to Usury (Harrison, p. 242), the two making the proudest 
cavaliers stoop, and penning ' them vp within the Poultries <'oo])c/ in 
gaol, st. 94. Avarice too leads to landlords racking the rents of 
houses and lands, p. 130, of which Crowley, Harrison, my Pal lads 
from MSS. i., the Supplications (E. E. Text Soc.), &:c. &c., complain 
so bitterly. 

Of Gluttony (6) Lane says, p. 13 1, that it is allied to I.cc;hery 
and Drunkenness : — 

^ Compare Laneham with the Ladies, in his Letter of 1575, p. 60 of my tnl. 

® Compare Andrew Boorde, and Harrison's Description, 11, vii, p. 167, &r. 
Also Stubbes. 

® Perhaps it's in the Recneil de la Diversity des Ila&its, Paris, 1562 (A. 
Boorde, p. 323). 
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This trull makes youngsters spend their patrimonie 6oi 
In sauced meates and sugred delicates, 

And makes men stray from state of Matrimonie 
To spend their substance vpon whorish mates. 604 

Under Lechery^ the seventh and last Deadly Sin, Lane’s stanza 
109, p, 132, evidently alludes to Shakspere’s Vemis aft d Ado ?iis, and 
Lucrece, He regrets the infection of the French disease, st. no, p. 
133, the wide-spread cuckoldry of his day, st. 113, and the Uiglit- 
taylde huswiues ’ showing and vaunting themselves in (?) Shakspere’s 
Globe theatre, ‘the Banke-sides round-house,’ where in 1599 — per- 
haps at its opening — he brought out his triumphant Hoiry V. Then 
Lane stops, not for want of further matter, st. 120, p, 135, but be- 
cause his pen is dry. And he affirms, 1 . 713-14, 

.... Tom Teltroth will not lie. 

We heere haue blaz’d Englands iniquitie. 

(I pay for the present reprint of Lane and the extract from Prit- 
chard or Rogers at the end of this volume.) 

§ 3. Our third tract is by a reverencer of Bacon in his distress, a 
rollicking attorney and Welshman, Thomas Powell, who seems to 
have begun writing very bad serious poetry in 1598 and 1601, and 
then turnd to chaffing prose, — still intersperst with scraps of bad 
verse, — and divers professional handbooks, till he ended his career of 
authorship in 1631^ with his To 7 n of all Trades^ here reprinted.^ My 
attention was first calld to the last-namd book during my inquiries 
into ‘ Education in Early England,’ ^ by Warton’s extract from it in 

History of ^English JPoetry , § 58, vol. iv, p. 304, note 3, ed. Haziitt.^ 

There being no copy of the first edition in the British Museum, 
and the second edition being conceald by its title, I waited till a 
visit to the Bodleian enabl’d me to read the book there ; and I found 
it interesting enough to justify its reproduction here. As Powell 
was Shakspere’s contemporary, his account of how fathers then pusht 
their sons and daughters on in life, tho’ not publisht till 1631, 

^ He may of course have seen tlirough the pi-ess some of the later editions of 
his Attourneys Acadettty, &c. 

^ There may have been two Thomas Powells. But as the one of 1603-1631 
had both a serious and a humorous style in his prose, and in his verse in his prose- 
books, I see no sufficient reason for supposing that he is not the serious-style 
verse- writer of 1598-1601. 

3 See the Forewoids to my Babees Book, E. E. Text Soc. 1868. 

^ I have also had copied for the Society, Edward Flake's Touchstone for this 
time present, 1574, for its bit about girls’ education and amusements, partly quoted 
by Waiton in the same note. But the rest of the book is preachy and dull. 
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covers Shakspere’s time, and enables us to realize a bit of his fellow 
countrymen^s being. Our Member, Miss E. Phipson of Monk Slicr- 
borne, Basingstoke, kindly bears the cost of this Powell reprint. 

Of Thomas PowelFs first publication, Loues Lepvsie (W. While, 
1598), a quarto of ten leaves, only one copy is known, that of Mr 
Christie-Miller, at Britwell. It was reprinted by my friend Dr Rini- 
bault for the Percy Society in his five Ancient Poetical Tracts of 
the Sixteenth Century, ^ reprinted from unique copies formerly in 
the possession of the late Thomas Caldecott, Esq.” 18-42. The 
poem is on the death of Achilles, through his love for Priam’s 
daughter Polyxena. Here are three extracts from it, on that love, 
on Achilles’s fight with Troilus, and on Achilles’s death from the 
arrow shot into his only vulnerable sj^ot, his heel : — 

Achilles loues Polyxene : What is shee ? 

The lyuing daughter of his enemie. 

How shall he woe her, that hath wed another ? 

How shall he winne her, that hath slaine her brother? 

His trophees and his triumphes she doth hate ; 

In Hectors death his vallor lined too late ; 

Line blest in this, that thow art Orpheus brother : 

Hee none of thine, nor Thetis is his mother.” — p. 71. 

Well mounted and well met, they ioyne togeathcr 
Tike flowdes, whose rushing, cause tempestuous weather \ 

And now their clattering shildes resemble thunder \ 

The fire, a lightning when the cloudes do sunder : 

Tong did it thunder ere the heavens were bright ; 

So long, that when it cleered, the day was night 3 
A night perpetuail vnto Priams sonne ; 

His horse was slaine, the day was lost and won ; 

And heere each one might heare windes whispering sound. 
When earst the drums their senses did confound ; 

Troilus dethes chiefe conquest from the ficldc ; 

Wrapt in their colours, couered with their shielde, 

They carry him to make the number more. 

Whose bleeding sydes Achilles speare did gore.” — -p. 78. 

Foorthwith a marriage twixt them was concluded 3 
Alas, that true loue should be so deluded 1 
The simne is rose, sees Thetis sonne to fall 
Vnder this false pretended nuptiall. 

The Delphick oracle is now fulfilde, 

"^Eare Troy be wonne, Achilles must be kilde.’ 

^ r. The Doctririall of good Servamiles. 2. The Rokc of Mayd Kiulyit, 3. 
The New Nutbrowne Mayd. 4. The Complaynt of a dolorous Loucr. 5. 
Toues Leprosie. 



Fcrewords, ^ 3. T, Powell’s Welch Bayte, &c. xvii 

This is the day wherein they surfet all, 

With blood of his who made the Troians thrall ; 

And this the day wherein he did appease 
Vnquiet soules, which earst could Qnd no ease. 

This day was nyght to him, and day to those 
By whom vn timely death did heere repose. 

His lines familliar starre doth shoote and gall, 

The fairest starre the heauens weare grade withall, 

Euen when his steppes salute the temple ]3orch 
With hymmes, and Hym3en[e]iis burning torch, 

A shaft from Paris hand did soone disclose 
Where Styx had kist him, and how high it rose. 

Where the Stygian flood did neuer reach, 

Deathes winged messenger did make a breach, 

Whence from each veine the sacred breath descending, 
Polyxens ioyes began, and his had ending. 

Finis.’’ p. 79. 

Powell’s second book, I have not seen. Mr Hazlitt believes 
that the unique copy from Heber’s sale is at Britwell, and gives it as 

^^The Passionate Poet. With a Description of the Thracian 
lemarus. By T. P. London, printed by Valentine Simmes, dwell- 
ing on Adling hill, at the signe of the white Swanne. i6oi. qto. 
26 leaves.” 

Of the third book, which is a very rare^ black-letter quarto 
of 16 leaves, Mr Henry Huth has, with his unvarying kindness, lent 
me his cojDy. It is a tract written just before and just after Queen 
Elizabeth’s death : i. justifying the reasonableness of her dealing 
with Papists on the one hand, and Dissenters on the other (see the 
first two extracts on p. xviii, xix) ; 2. chaflily describing the effect 
produc’t by the news of Elizabeth’s death, the disturbances likely 
to arise from it, and the quieting of them by the happy proclamation 
of James I ; 3. arguing that the Scotch and English are of like 
nature, and fit to form one nation; in this, the opposite of the 
author of Coinplaynt of Scotla 7 idp‘ and too of Andrew Boorde 
with his Trust yow no Skott, for they wyll yowse flatteryng wordes ; 
& all is falsholde : ” see the amusing bits in my edition of Boorde (E. 
E. T. Soc.), p. 59, note 3, p. 135-8. The title of this third book is 

^ It was suppresst. Valentine Simmes was fined i^s. 4^. on Pec. 5, 1603, 
for printing it and a ballad. See p. 192, below. 

^ there is noclit tixa nations vndir the firmament that ar mair contrar and 
different fra vthirs, nor is inglis men and scottis men : ” for, in short, the English- 
men are devils, and the Scotchmen are angels. But note Andrew Boorde’s 
Also it is natoally geuen, or els it is of a deuyllyshe dysposicion of a Scotysh 
man, not to loue nor fauour an Englyshe man.” p. 137* 

SHAKSPBEE’S ENGUANU : TBIiL TEOTH. & 
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A / WELCH BAYTE / to spare Prouender. / Or, / A 
lacke vpon the / Times past. / Written Dialogue wise. / This 
looke is diinded mto three paAs, / The first, a bricfe discourse of 
Englmids Securities while her / late Maiestie was lining, with the 
maner of her proceeding in /’ Gouernment, especially towards the 
Papists and Puritanes of / whereof a Letter written late 

before her death, speci'/fies, as followeth in this first ])art. / The 
second, A description of the Distractions during her / Maicsties 
sickenesse, with the composing of them. / The third, Of the A])t- 
nesse of the English and the Scotte to / incorporate and become one 
entire Monarchic : with the / meanes of preseruing their vnion ener- 
lastingly, added there-/vnto. [ScroiLl Printed at London by Valen- 
tine Simmes. / 1603. 

The extracts above referrd to, p. xvii, on Elizabeth's treatment of 
Romanists and Dissenters follow : — 

But when about the twentieth yeare of hir raigne shee had dis- 
couered in the King of Spa ire an intention to inuade hir dominions, 
and that a principall point of the plotte was to prepare a partic witli 
in the realme that might adhere to the forreiner, and that the Semi- 
naries began to blossome, and to send forth dayly, priests and pro- 
fessed men, who should, by vow taken at shrift, reconcile her sul)- 
iects from their obedience, yea and binde many of them to attempt 
against her Maiesties sacred person, and that l^y the poysoii which 
they spred, the humors of most Papists were altered, and that they 
were no more Papists in conscience and of Softenes, l:)ut Papists in 
faction ; then were there newe lawes made for the punishment of 
such as should submitte them selues to such reconcilements or re- 
nuntiations of obedience; And because it was a treason carried in 
the clowdes and in wonderfull secrecie, and came seldome to light, 
and that there was no presumption thereof so great as the recusancie 
to come to diuine seruice : Because it was sette downc by their 
decrees, That, To co 7 ne to Church before rccofu'ilemcnts was to Hue in 
schisme ; But, To come to Church after reconcilement^ was absoiuiely 
hereticall and danmable. 

Therefore there were added Lawes containing punishment pern- 
niarie against such Recusants, not to enforce consciences, but to en- 
feeble and impouerish the meanes of those of whom it rested 
indilferent and ambiguous, whether they were reconciled, or no. 

And when, notwithstanding all this ];>rouision, this poyson was 
dispersed so secretly, as that there was no meanes to stay it but by 
restraining the Merchants that brought it in, 

Then lastly, was there added a Lawe whereby such seditious 
priests of the new erection were exiled ; and those that were at tluit 
time within the land shipped ouer, and so commanded to keepe 
hence, vpon paine of treason. 

[sign. B 4r Tliis hath beene the proceeding, though intermingled, 
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not only with sundrie examples of hir Maiesties grace towards such 
as in her wisdome she knewe to be jPapzsfs in Conscience, and not 
in Faction and Singularitie ; but also with an ordinarie mitigation 
towards the olfenders in the highest degree conuicted by lawe : If 
they would but protest, that if in case this realme should be inuaded 
with a forreine armie by the Popes authoritie, for the Catholique 
cause, (as they terme it) they would take part with hir Maiestie, and 
not adhere to hir enemies. 

For the other part which haue bin ofFensiue to the State, though 
in other degree, which name themselues Reformers^ and we com- 
monly call JPuritanes ; this hath bin the proceeding towards them. 

A great while when they inueighed against such abuses in the 
Church, as Pluralities^ JSFonresldence & the like ; their zeale was 
not condemned, only their violence was sometimes censured. 

When they refused the vse of some ceremonies and rites, as 
superstitions, they were tollerated with much conniuence, and 
gentlenes : Yea, when they called in question the Superioritie of 
Bishojos, and pretended to bring a JDeniocracie into the church ; 
Yet, their Propositions were heard, considered, and by contrarie 
writing, debated, and discussed. Yet all this while, it was perceiued 
that their course was dangerous, and very popular; as, because 
Papistrie was odious, therefore it was euer in their mouthes, that 
they sought to purge the Church from the reliques of Papistrie; a 
tiling acceptable to the people, who lone euer to run from one ex- 
treame, to another. 

Because multitude of Rogues, and Pouertie were an eye-soare, 
and dislike to euerie man, therefore they put it into the peoples 
head ; That, if Discipline were planted, there should be no vaga- 
bonds, nor beggers (a thing very plausible,) and in like manner, 
they promised the people many other impossible wonders of their 
Discipline. 

Besides, they opened the people a way to gouernment by their 
Consistorie^ and Prmsbyterie^ a thing though in consequence no lesse 
praeiudiciall to the liberties of priuate men, then to the soueraignty 
of Princes, yet in first shew very popular. Neuerthelesse all this 
(exept it were in some few that entered into extreame contempts) 
was borne, because they pretended but in dutifull maner to make 
propositions, and to leaue it to the prouidence of God, and the 
authoritie of the Magistrate, 

But now of late yeares, when there issued from them, as it were 
a Colonie of those that affirmed the consent of the Magistrate was 
not to be attended ; when vnder j)rotence of a confession, to auoide 
slaundei-s and imputations, they combined themselues by classes 
and subscriptions ; when they descended into that vile & base 
meanes of defacing the gouernment of the Church by rediculous 
Pisquils When they beganne to make many subiects in doubt to 

^ The Martin Marprelate controversy began in 1 589. 
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take an oath;, which is one of the fundamental! parts of lusticc in 
this Land and in all places; When they beganne both to vaunt of 
the strength and number of their partizans, and followers, and to 
vse communications that their cause would preuaile, though with 
vproare and violence ; Then it appeared to be no more zeale, no 
more conscience, but meere faction and deuision : And thererore 
though the State was compelled to hold somewhat a harder hand to 
restraine them then before, yet it was with as great moderation as 
the peace of the Church & State could permitte. 

And therefore, Sir, (to conclude,) consider vprighlly of these 
matters, and you shall see her Maiestie is no temporizer in religion ; 
she builds not religion vi3on policie, but policie vi)on religion ; It is 
not the successe abroade, nor the change of seruants here at home 
can alter her ; onely as the things themselues alter, so she applieth 
hir religious wisdome to correspond vnto them, still retaining the 
two rules before mentioned, in dealing tenderly witli consciences, & 
yet in discouering Faction from Conscience, & Soflncs from Singu- 
laritie. Farewell. 

Your louing friend 

The Welch JBayte is dedicated by Powell to Shaksperc’s x')atron, 
Lord Southampton, but oddly makes no allusion to that I.ord’s 
being set free from the Tower on James I/s accession. lie was 
committed there for his share in Essex^s rebellion in Feb. 1600-x. 
Perhaps lines 2 and 4 below mean that his committal was uajusL 


[sign. A, back! A Prclude Tppoii the name of 
Plenry VVriothesly Rarle of 
South-hamiDton. 

JEuer, 

W Hoso beholds this Leafe, therein shall reede, 

A faithfull subiects name, he shall indeede ; 
The grey-eyde morne in noontide clowdes may steepe, 
But traytor and his name shall neuer meete. 

JVezier, 


Csign.Aai To thc right Honorable Henr'y WrU 
othesly Earle o/* South-ham pt on 
Baron of Tichfield : and of the No- 
ble Order of the Garter, 





JEt golden artists pf'actize quaint imposture^ 

And shzdy to a semblance of perfections 
Let Leopers sweate to shew the world their moisture^ 
IVe study not to Patrozies for direction : 
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Vnlesse the IIo?ior that my lines shall owe^ 

Can both protect vs, and approoue tliehJi too. 

And such is thme, whose hea? 7 ies of I^airofi age 
Doe heate alike in ludgenient, and in Mood, 

JBoth, with pure fii'es dei^iild from pai^entage, 

JP rose rued in the Arke of fortunes flood, 

When Neptune, and the sea gods did ahette, 

With Cynthia in her fullest veines aspect. 

Xho'U wholesome Ilonoui', Chaste hSTobilitie, 

De in pi'otection mine, as Generous, 
iVithout distent though all thy auncestrie : 

It was thy wont. Thou canst not erre in vs : 

And for the Test suf/iceth me to know ; 

Thy Judgement best deserues my lines to owe. 

Your Lordsliippes 
In all the nerues of my ability, 
Tho : Powell. 

At the end of the Welch Bayte are 8 lines of verse ^To the 
vnparaleld blesst disposition, The Lady Elizabeth Bridges ^ ; two 6- 
line stanzas ^ To the noble Gentleman, Sir Thomas Kneuet ’ ^ and 
one stanza of 6 ‘ To the Right Worshix^full Sir Edward Dyer/ The 
book's signatures are A i. 2 ; B, C, D, in fours, E i, 2. 

Though Powell’s notions of girls’ education are not ours, 

Instead of songes and miisicke, let them leanie cookerie and 
laundrie : And instead of reading in Philip Sidney’s Arcadia, let 
them reade the Groundes of good Uusmifery. I like not a female 
poetesse at any hand ” : 

yet no doubt Mrs Wm Shakspere shar’d them. Powell was a 
practical, sharp, business man, with a gift of racy speech. He was 
evidently a searcher of Records — see his book on them, and his ad- 
vice to a father, p. 143 below, and specially his proposal to search the 
Wills Office for grants to charitable uses. I hope his readers will 
take to him somewhat. 

The fourth book of Powell’s was a professional one of 78 pages 
whose title is overleaf : — 
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Direction For Search Of 


RECORDS 

(Chancerie, 

Remaining jTOWER, 

in the ^Exchequer, with the Lhmies 

^ thereof : viz* 


The 


' Kings Re^nembrancer* 1 
Lord Treasurers Re- 

c 

membrancer* 


Clarke of the Ex- 

The - 

treats* 


Pipe* 

[ Atiditors* 



First Fruits* 
Augmentation of the 
Rcucjmc* 

Kings Bench* 
Common Pleas* 
Records of Courts 
Chinstiau* 


For the clearing of all such Titles^ and Qicestio'ns^ 
as the same may concerne* 

With the accustomed Fees of Search : And 
diuerse necessarie Obscrnatio^is* 


Cui Author 

Thomas Powell, Londino^ 
Cambrenfis* 

Cum tonat ocytis Ilex 

Stdphure discutitur sacrOy quam ticqice^ domnsque* 


LONDON, 

Printed by B. A. for Paul Many and are to be sold 
at his Shop in Chancerie Lane, at the Signe of the 
Bowie ; or in Distaff e Lane, at the Signe 
of the Dolphin* 162,2* 
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PowelFs fifth book is a merry one of 34 leaves : 

Wheresoeuer you see mee, / Trust vnto your selfe. / Or, / The 
Mysterie / OF Lending / and / Borrotving. / Seria J^ods : / Or, / 
The Tickling Torture. / — Bum rideo, veh miht risu. j By Thomas 
P ovvEL, / Lonclon-Cambrian. / [4 of old or?iame 7 itl\ London, / 
Printed for Bejiiamiii Fisher^ and are / to be sold at his sliop in 
Batermoster-row^ j at the signe of the Talbot, / 1623 

It is a chafiy rollicking description of the different kinds of Bor- 
rowers — Courtier, Inns-of-Court man, Country Gentleman, and 
Citizen — and Lenders, Debtors’ Iplaces of refuge, and debtors" 
shifts to avoid payment. (For the 2nd edition, see below, p. xxvi.) 

Here is the beginning of how the Courtier handles the Citizen 
he wants to borrow money of, p. 3 : — 

The Courtiers 77 iethod follow es. 

First he invites his Creditor, to a dish of Court-Ling, with 
Masculine mustard plenty. 

Then shewes him the priuie lodgings and the new banquetting 
house. 

Perhaps the Robes next. 

Then the great Magolls tent in the Wardrobe : And so much 
serues for the first meeting, and to procure an appetite to the 
second. 

To the second Meeting our Creditor is summoned, and brings 
behinde him his wfife, like to a broken wicker glasse bottle hanging 
at his taile, and enters into the Masking roome. 

Whereat the Courtiers skill in deliuering of the Maskers names, 
vnder their seuerall disguises, did purchase an euerlasting and 
indissoluble cilie-consanguinitie with his female charge, ouer whom, 
the more sleepy hir spouse, the moi-e vigilant was my cousen courtier. 

And now he hath made his partie strong enough to visit my 
citizen, and to borrow and take vp of him at his own home, in the 
most familiar phrase that can bee deuised for such like vse and pur- 
pose. 

Then for the quickning, continuing, and inlarging of his credit, 
our Courtier pretends how he has receiued newes that his feign’d 
kinred is very si eke • and thereupon a takes occasion (in stead of 
venison) to send her a bottle of that famous and farre fetcht f 7 V 7 itd 
neack : He bids himselfc to dinner the same day, and there in a 
cin*sorie way of commending the art of man, in matter of Manu- 
facture, he falls by chance vpon the remembrance of an extraor- 
dinaric stufle, which hee saw a great personage weare lately in 
Court, not doubting but that his cousens [the Creditor or citizen’s] 
shop did afford the like : His purpose was to haue a suit of the 
same very shortly, if they would but lay it by for him till his moneyes 
came in : Yet with a very little intreaty so cleanly exprompted, he 
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was persuaded to take it along with him, but onely for feare lest 
the whole peece might be sold by the foolish foreman vnawares 
before his retume. 

Giue vs old Ale, and booke it, ^ 

O giue vs old Ale, and booke it : 

And when you would haue your money for all, 

My cousen may chance to looke it.'^ 

This larky book of PowelFs was followd by his sober sixth : — 

The / Attourneys Academy : j or, j The Manner and / forme of 
proceeding practically, vpon / any Suite, Plaint, or Action whatso- 
euer, in any /Court of Record whatsoeuer, within /this Kingdome : / 
especially, / in the Great Courts at / Westminster, to whose motion 
all other Courts of / Law or Equitie j as well those of the two 
PrO"/uinciall Counsailes, Those of Guild-Hall / London; as Those 
of like Cities / and Townes Corporate, And / all other of Record are 
diur-/nally moued : / With the Moderns mid most vsuall Fees of the / 
Officers and Ministers of such Courts, / Published by his Maiesties 
speciall priuiledge, / and / Intended for the publique benefit of all / 
His Subiects. / Summum hominis hommi, bonus ex hac vita exitus. / 
Tho : Powell / Londino-Cambrensis. / London, / Printed for Beniamin 
Fisher: and are to be sold at his / Shop in Pater-noster Row, at the 
signe of the / Talbot \ 1623. 

This is a regular Attorney's Handbook, dedicated to the Lord 
Bishop of Lincolne, and Lord Keeper of the great Seale of England/^ 
and with a second dedication which does credit to Powell : — 

To / trve Nobilitie / and tryde Learning, / beholden / To no 
Mountaine for Eminence / nor Supportment for his Height, / Fran- 
cis, Lord Verulam, and / Viscount S^- Albanes. 

O Giue me leaue to pull the Curtaine by. 

That clouds thy Worth in such obscuritie, 

Good Seneca, stay but a while thy bleeding, 

T'accept what I receiued at thy reading : 

Heere I ]Dresent it in a solemne straine, 

And thus I pluckt the Curtaine backe again. 

The same 

Thomas Powell.^^ 

There were later editions in 1630, 1647, &c. Then came in 
1627, Powell’s seventh book, a professional one in 72 leaves : 

The / Attornies / Almanacke, / Provided / & / desired / For tlie 
generall ease and daily vse of all / such as shall haue occasion to 
remoue any / Person, Cause or record, from an / inferiour Court to 
any the / higher Courts at / Westminster. / By Thomas Powell. / 
Summum hominis bonum, bonus ex hac vita ] exitus. 
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London. / Printed by B. A. and T. F. for Ben : Fisher, and are 
to / be sold at his Shop at the signe of the Talbot without / Alders^ 
gate, 1627. 

Next appeard, in 1631, his eighth book, to which he did not put 
his name, as not half of it was his own work. The title is given by 
Mr Hazlitt in his Collections and JVbtes, 1876,^ as 

The Repertorie of Records : remaining in the 4. Treasuries 
on the Receipt side at Westminster [and] the two Remembrancers 
of the Exchequer. With a briefe introductiue Index of the Records 
of the Chancery and Tower : whereby to giue the better Direction 
to the Records abouesaid. As also a most exact Calendar of ail 
those Records of the Tower ; in which are contayned and com- 
prised whatsoeuer may giue satisfaction to the Searcher for Tenure 
or Tytle of any thing. London, Printed by B. Alsop and F. 
Fawcet for B. Fisher, &c. 1631. 

4to, A — Ee in fours, first leaf blank.” 

Dedicated in verse ‘To the Vnknowne Patron/ which is followed by a 
leaf with a somewhat enigmatical heading ‘To the same Patron the great 
Master of this Mysterie Our Author payeth this in part of a more Summe due.’ 
There is also a prose address to the Reader, in which Powell gives some account 
of the ciicum&tances attending the publication.” 

Powell says he first thought of dedicating his book to Mercurie, 
who’d inspir’d him to write a bit of verse again, but as he can’t find a 
Patron, he dedicates it to an unknown one, whom Mercury is to 
find out. The address to the Reader follows : — 

To the Reader. 

I T may be obiected vnto me, that the collation of these things, is 
not all made vp and digested into this fabrique of mine owne 
materials and structure, and I doe ingenuously confesse it : Seeing the 
FoLire Treasuries [p. 17 — 120] were collected by Mr. Agard, his 
priuate notes, a man very industrious and painfull in that kind and 
one who had continual recourse vnto the most, & custody of 
many of the rest of the same : And the latter Callender of the 
Records of the Tower [? p. 21 1 — 217], came to my hands from an 
Author vnknowne, euen as the Printer was drawing the last sheet 
of the precedent worke from the Presse. I was content to giue it 
wharfage, and to let it be layd on shore with the rest, but very 
vnwiilingly ; because I had no conuenient roome left where to 
dispose it, without blaming of my Methode, in that it was not layd 

1 Mr Hazlitt also notes that “Verses signed T, P, are attached to Ford’s 
Fames Memoriall, 1606.” 

^ See his collections in the Public Record 0366 .ee. — F. 



xxvi Forewords. § 3. T. Powell’s Sir Ed. Hales. 

in his proper place, with the rest, that is, vnder the Title of the 
Tower, in the first Station : whereof I hope an equall censure, ever 
resting 

rostra Cyca?zik 

The book is a 4to of 2 1 7 pages, besides Title and four pages of 
dedication, and describes where the Records are, what bundles of 
them, &c. are in the several rooms, and what Countries and places 
some of them refer to. Kerens a short extract : — 

And now to the foure Tt'easuries. 

The first is, the Treasurie of the Court of Receipt. In which 
are Two of the ancientest Eookes of Records in this Kingdome : 
made in William the Conquerours time, called JDoomes-day, 

The one Booke in Quarto, containing the Description or Suruey 
of Essex, Norfolke, and Suffolke. 

The other in Folio, being the like, for all the Shires in England, 
from Cornwall, to the Riuer of Tyne. 

Here is a Booke called the blacke Booke, made in Henry the 
seconds time, JDe necessarijs Sca\cd\rij observandis : And in the same, 
are the Oathes and Admittances of Officers inrolled, and other 
Notes of some consequence.” [and so on]. 

This was followd by his 9th work, the last I find under his 
name, his Tozn of all Trades printed below, p. 137 — 175. In 1635 
came out a second edition of both his Tom of all Trades and earlier 
Mysteries of Lendnig and Borrowing, in one little volume with the 
following title, no doubt written by himself : — 

The Art of Thriving, j Or, / The plaine pathway to / Pre- 
fennent. / Together with / The Mysterie and Misery / of Lending 
and Borrowing. Consider it seriously. /. Examine it judiciously. / 
Remember it punctually. / And thrive accordingly. / [by "IIios. 
Powell, Gent in MS,] Published for the common / good of all soi ts 
&c / I.ondon, / Printed hy T. JI. for Benjamin / Mshcr, and are t(,) 
be solde at his shop / at the signe of the Talbot in Alders 7 gate 
street. 1635. [120 pages : at p. 121 a fresh title,] 

The / Mistery / and / Misery / of / Lending / and / Borrowing / 
^By/Tho: Powel, Gent. / London: / Printed by Thomas Jlarjer 
for / Benjamin Fisher, and are to be / sold at his shop in Aldcrs- 
gate / streete at the signe of the / Talbot. 1636. [p. 12 1 — 254.] 

Of the Sir Edward Hales whom Powell praises so waiinly in hi.s 
Dedication to his Tom of all Trades, the Rev. W. S. Scott Robertson 
of Sittingbourne sends me the following account : 

''Sir Edward Hales was the first of his name at TunstalL^ IJc 
1 I come now to speak of the Hales, present lords of Tunstall, a family of 
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was originally of Tenterden, but marrying the Harlackenden heiress, 
of Woodchurcli, he removed to her seat. He was created a baronet 
in 16 1 1, After the death of his first wife he married the widow 
{nee Martha Carew) of Sir James Cromer of Tunstall^ and removed 
thither. Sir James Cromer died in 1613, no son. One of 

his three daughters, Christian, the youngest, who inherited Tunstall, 
married Sir Edward Hales's eldest son John, and thus the Hales 
family became fixed at Tunstall. John Hales died in his father's 
lifetime, but his son Edward,^ who was born about 1626, ultim- 
ately succeeded his grandfather Sir Edward. 

^•^The first baronet, with whom your author Thomas Powell 
was so pleased, died in 1654, and was buried in Tunstall Church. 
The present representative of the family is Miss Hales of Hales 
Place, Canterbury, whose name figured in the statements of the 
claimant to the Tichborne estates. She has very recently sold 
her Tunstall property." 

great antiquity ; but as their interest here is not of so long standing, I shall go no 
higher than the last century, beginning with 

Sir Edward Hales, Knight, who was advanced to the dignity of a baronet 
1611 ; he served in several parliaments, and took part with those that raised the 
rebellion against king Charles I. He died October 6th, 1634, aged 78.* This is 
he for whom the noble monument in Tunstall church was erected with his effigies 
in full proportion cut in marble. His wives were Deborah, da. and heir of 
Martin Lackenden of Woodchurch, Esq., and Martha the relict of Sir James 
Crowmer. 

John, the eldest son of Sir Edwai*d, by Deborah his first lady, married 
Christian, the youngest of the daughters and co-heirs of Sir James Crowmer 
aforesaid ; and by this mandage was Tunstall brought into the family of Hales. 
This John died in the life-time of his father, and left issue Sir Edward Hales, 
baronet, a zealous I'oyalist, who in his younger years risqued his person and 
fortune in the cause, insomuch that he was forced to abscond and live beyond the 
seas on account of the great debts he had contracted for the king’s service. He 
died in France some years after the Restoration.” From the ‘History and 
Antiquities of Tunstall in Kent.^ By Ed. Rowe Mores, printed in Nichols’s 
Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica, vol. i. pp. 33, 34. (Mores died in 1778, 
this Idistoiy was publisht in 1 7S0. ) 

‘‘ This Sir Edward Hales was a commissioner for the survey of Aldington in 
1608, Sheriff of Kent in a year between 1611 and 1620, and M.P, for Kent in a 
Parliament preceding the Long Parliament." — Fuiiey’s History of the Weald of 
Hent, Ashfoi'd, 1874, vol. ii. Pt. II. x^p. 522, 602. 

^ Sir Edward Hales, the third of that name, but the first baronet, of Tenter- 
den, Kent, was knighted, and on June 29, i6n, was created a Baronet. He was 
twice married, fli'st to Deborah, only daughter and heir of Martin Plerlackenden 
of Woodchurch, Esq,, by whom he had issue four sons, viz. John his eldest son, 


^ See the ci~>, ded to Powell’s Tom of all Trades. Lond. 1631, 4to. 
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§ 4. The last piece in the present volume, The Glasse of Godly 
Loue^ Wherein all married couples may learne their duties, each toward 
others, according to the holy Scriptures/' — I was tempted to add 
because it made a kind of Appendix to the Telldroth tract of 1593, 
and because it was part of a thin treatise belonging to me, that Mr 
Hazlitt believes to be unique, but which is unluckily impeifect. It 
is undated, but is printed by Richard Jones, who took up his free- 
dom of the Stationers' Company on the 7th of August 1564 
(Arber's T'anscrift, L 278), had one press in May 1583 (ib. 248), 
and printed till 1600. Whether the Glasse is by Thomas Prit- 
chard,^ the writer of the first part of the volume, or I[ohn] R[ogers] 
who seems to have written the second part, I cannot tell. It follows 
the I. R. Discourse, The title-page of Pritchard's tract is on p. 
xxix, opposite. 

§ 5, I have now but to thank the Librarian of Peterborough Cathe- 
dral for trusting his unique 1593 Tell-troth to me ; Mr Henry Pluth 
for liis loan of Powell's Welch Bayfe ; Mr W. G. Stone of Walditch 
for so kindly making the Contents, Notes, and Index to this volume ; 
Miss E. Phipson for paying for Tom of all Trades^ and our friend 
who hides his name, for his gift of the first Telldroth reprint. 

F. J. Fui^nivall, 


3, St. Georgds Square^ M IV. 

fidy II, 1876. 


wlio married Christian one of the daughters and co-heirs of Sir Jas. Cromer, 
knt., and in her right became possessed of the manor of Uhinstall and other large 
estates, and died in his [father’s] life-time ; his other children were Edward, 
Samuel, Thomas, and a da. Christian. IIis second wife was Martha, da. Sir 
Mathew Carew, and relict of Sir Jas. Cromer. lie died Oct. 6, 1654, in his 78th 
year, is buried in Tunstall Church. IIis grandson Edwai'd (son of his eldest 
son John) succeeded him ; this Edward was about 13 years of age at his hrther’s 
death in 1639. ‘‘ He succeeded his grandfather in title and estate in 1654 ; but 

being most zealously attached to the royal cause, he risqued his fortune as well 
as his person, in the support of it ; by which means he ruined the foimcr, and was 
obliged on that account to abandon his native country, to which he never 
afterwards returned, but died in France soon after the i*estoration. of K. Charit^s 
11 .’’ He was one of the three who escaped with James II. in i688. Abstract 
taken from Hasted’s History of Kent, vol. ii. p. 576. 

1 On ‘ 1628, July 9, Thom. Prichard of Jesus College/ Oxford, was admitted 
to the degree of Doctor of Divinity. Wood’s pt. i {Aflefue, vol. ii.), 

col. 443, ed. Bliss. But I do not suppose that this is our T. Pritchard. 
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Marry, fir, now you looke as if you expe6ted newes : me 
thinks I fee your eares open to heare what Robin good 
fellow will tel you 3 & becaufe your defire fhal not be 
altogether fruilrate, you thal, if you will, be fomewhat the 
wifer before you goe. I am aflfured it is not ftale 3 and were you as 
long in reading of it, as the Senators haue bene in agreeing vppon it, 

I know you would craue many baetes before you had paffed the 
mainger. But behold, they had the paine, and you may haue the 
pleafure 3 and I am glad that it was my fortune to meete with it 3 and 
doubtlefie it was a great hafiard, that a worfer carrier had not hapned 
on it. For thus it fel out : walking towards Ifiington in a frofiy 
morning, I by chaunce lighted into the company of a booiie com- 
panion, that feemed no lefie pleafing in fliew, then he prooued in 
fubllaunce. A merry mate hee was, and matched with one of his 
owne rainde, a fimple fellow, that marchinge vnder the habbite of 
true meaninge, tels all that he fees, and euery thing he thinkes to be 
true ; Tell-troth is my name, and you may triifi: me if you will, for I 
alfure you, that he that crediteth me mofi:, lliall not fpeede worft. We 
two matches mated by good fortune, Rohin good-fellow the one, who 
neuer did worfe harme then corredt manners, and made diligent 
maides : and I, Tell troth, the other, who euer haue beene a fworne 
enemy to lafye lurdens, and a profelfed foe to lack No-hody : no 
fooner fettinge our eyes, the one on the other, but knew each others 
conditions, falling forthwith into familiarity. And it being my hap 
to enquire firfi: from whence hee came, hee made it not fcrupulous to 
certifie his comming from hell, a place (fayde hee) that is odious, and 
yet to none but to them that feare it : Mary (qd. hee) Rohin good- 
fellow, that could go inuifible from *his infancy, had it by nature giuen sig: A 2, 
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him, that he fliouid bee fubied: to no inferiour power wliatfoeaer, either 
ruling or inhabiting vnder the higheft elemente, with a generall pri« 
iiiledge to fearch euery corner^ and enter any catlell to a good purpofc. 
By libertye of which pattente, I crolTed the riuer Sliv in Carons boat 
without his leaue, giuinge him a patt on his drowfie pate for my 
pafTage. And from him vnknowne, I came to Cerlerus (that Lub- 
berly Porter), who was makinge fajfte of the brand gates, which w^ere 
faille to bee opened, that the greate Magog with his companye that 
were fammoned to the Parliamente, might enter without interruption. 
He heard my trampling, and therefore asked who was there ? but 
when I would not aunfweare, he thought it was Lelaps his curre, 
bidding him to lie downe, aiidfo likewife I eafely entrecl thedungion. 
To tell what I there faw, were no newes : becaufe it hath beenc 
tolde by fo many, whereof foome of them haue not reported amiiie. 
But going on to the mercileile pallace, the gates ftoode wide open, fo 
that any might enter ther without controlement. With in the great 
Hall whereof were aflembled the whole fociety of bad company, a 
generall conuocation beeing called about the deciding of many 
matters which were not altogether perfedled. There was a greate 
thronge, and no little Ilurre, the feuerall billes of complainte which 
were there exhibited of many matters, beeing fo many, as they would 
require an age to rehearfe them, cfpecially feeing this one matter 
wberof my newes confiilcth, was a hearing and deciding feauen 
yearos. 

But to come to the matter, all (lie word: diuels being placed in 
their orders according to their cuftome (which is needleiic t<.) fet 
downe, for that I hope there is none bcere that eucr meanc to be 
partakers of any of their Offices) the Speaker vttcred an Oration that 
would haue made a madie to haue broke his collor with girning 
thereat, declaringe what a continuall prohle lelo/ie, abotic all other 
vices, brought to that place, praidnge fo highly the commodity thereof 
as, ill his diuclilli iudgemciit, hell would be pafliiige bcggerly without 
that helpe. Manifedinge how eafely mens and womens minde.s were 
psig. A3] drawn to all corh'uption thereby, with fuch a dilatingc narralion as 
neuer an Orator in hell could haue fpoken more. After the fuiilhingcj 
of whofe fudie framed fpeech, there was a qued of encpiiry called, 
whofe formal! dcliaered a whole bundell of fcroles and papers. 
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wherein were fett downe the caufes that helped lelohe, with the 
meanes that hindered the fame, as alfo the kindes thereof, with 
feuerall complaintes made both by men and women that w^ere vexed 
with the like. The which I will, quoth Robin, deliuer vnto thee if 
thou fo wait : whereof, I beeing wonderfull dehrous, for Mens hominis 
nouitatis aidda, hee went on with it as followeth. 

The firft caufe (quoth he) is a conllrained lone, when as parentes Pare/^ts 

IT .I /*/-,. !•* f[or]ced loue 

do by compumon coople two bodies, neither reipectinge the loynmg a came of 

lelosy. 

of their hartes, nor haainge any care of the continaunce of their 
wellfare, but more regardinge the linkinge of wealth and money 
together, then of loue with honeRy : will force affedlion without 
liking, and caufe loue with lelolie. For either they marry their 
children in their infancy, when they are not able to know what loue 
is, or elfe matche them with inequallity, ioyning burning fommer 
with kea-cold winter, their daughters of twentye yeares olde or vnder, 
to rich cormorants of threefcore or vpwards. Whereby, either the 
dillike that likely growes wdth yeares of difcretion engendereth dif- 
loyalty in the one, or the knowledge of the others difability leades 
him to lelofie. 

What is the caufe of fo many houlholde breaches, deuorcements, Rob.Goo[d-3 

and continuall difcontentmentes, but vnnaturall difagreementes by 

vnmutuali contradtes ? Will the Turtel change while her mate is natu’cre] of 

true, or the Swanne be crueil as long as his female is loyail? If is, that at 

_ suchtimeCas] 

there be diuoyalty betweene mates linked by their owne eiedtion (as he sees an 

vnconstan[t] 

doubtlelfe there is), how can vnconftancy be condemned in thofe that tiicketobCe] 

perfourme[dJ 

neuer had that liberty ? were the hart as fubiedt to the law as ^ 

fern [ale, J 

the body is, I would thinke fuch marriages lawful!, but lince 
the one hath liberty, when the other is in captiuity, I know. Tell troth, hack/ 
(quoth Rohm) it will not ceafe to feeke reuenge for his bodies 
ilauery, vnlcife grace * corredleth, by Ihewinge what the law of God 
forbiddeth. Pretioiis iew^els are chofen, and deere thinges loued ; but 
at what price are thofe rated at which are eafely obtained ? Boubt- 
leffc at fo low a reckoninge as pipple ftones are, in comparifon of 
pearles •, the one had without coft or trauell, and the other not to be 
obtained without both. A. leifon learned with ftroakes, ftaies with 
the fcholler, when a fentence read without regarde, is not fo foone in 
at one eare, as out at the other : And loue gained with fghes & 
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flightes encreafeth, when obtained otherwife, it foone decajeth. 
Durum pati meminijfe didce, k an ounce of pleafare ilolne with feare 
of a pound of vnrell, makes vs ftill to thinke on the fweetenelTe of 
loue^ and all wayes to be driuing to continue it^ when the contrary 
will procure lighte regarde thereof. How farre more delightfome is 
ftolne venifon to him that hath inough^ then his owne ? And how 
pleafant is that meat in taile which is dainty ? Thinges farre fetchte 
and deere boughte^ are good for Ladies : and trifles will often better 
content then treafure. The Diuels crye for miflike^, but who beares 
the brunt of it ? The feete that flie from it^ not the head that bredd 
the baite^ the man can prouide for himfelfe^ when the poore woman 
is voide of all fuccour, and he will haue a cloake to hide his mifery 
[X his] when {he fliall want a cap to couer her ^ extremitye. She mufl: beare 
lumpes and lowresj if happily flie efcapes the blow es, the biting ^ 
woordes, if not worfe, euen cruel] hart-breakinges and back-beatinges. 
Thus {hall the Fathers couetuoufnes be caufe of the childes vndooing^ 
and his harts-eafe beginning of her woe^ and ende of her happineflc : 
his likinge meeting with her loathing, which fliall vndoe her by 
lelowfy. Hath God by an inflind of nature ingrafted loue fo farre 
forth in vnreafonable creatures, as they doo not onelye choofe their 
mates (as all creatures doe), but line faithfullye to them, and con- 
flantly with them, fo longe as life endureth ^ and fliall that priuilcdge 
be taken from man-kinde, whome onely he hath endowed with 
reafon and difcretion? The birdes bringe vpp the yong, vntill they 
can fliift for themfelues, and then giues them Icaue to vfc their 
l3 leaf A 4] liberty : the beafles of the flelde haue the felfe ^farac freedome, and 
Men [make] the flflies in the Sea, no other reflrainte : onely man is iniurious vnto 

tliemsel[ues] 

vnnaturCal] himfelfe, by viinaturtill vfage of his deerefl: bloud. They care for 
f[heir?^ their children vntill they be pall care: and euen then themfelues 
matches freed from that charge, they bring their young ones to a greater 
croife : geuiog them forrow for their pleafure, and vnrefl: in fleede of 
hartes eafe. They doe not matche them with the mates tludr 
childrens eies haue chofen, but with the men their owne greedy deli re 
haue found out : little fore-thinking of their childrens afler-grecuing(‘, 
and their owne repenting. They regard not now a dayes the old 
fayinge of the wife man, I had rather haue a man then moriy, but 
teflify by their doinges that they efteeme more of wealth then of 
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humanity. They forget what themfelues haue beene, and will not 
remember what themfelues haue done. Their coueteoufnelfe choak- 
eth their charity^ and their worldly care keepeth em ^ for knowinge p orig-. 

. - keepe them. 

diuinity. They abhorre and grow mad to heare their children entreat for « from.] 
for the maides that pleafe them, or for the men their foules lone, but 
tirant like they volo Jic iuheo,Jlet pro ratione voluntas : I like 

him, and thou flialt haue him 5 loue this man or I will loath thee. 

This eifedte hath coueteoufneffe in the father j and beholde what dif- 


contentmente it worketh in the childe. 

He or fhee by diiety is bound to their Parentes commaundement, 
and for feare of their difpleafure are linked to continual! mifery. 

What faith the hutband to the wife, but, this was thy fathers worke, 
to winne me by his mony 5 and fince hee hath his will with the want 
of my weale, I wil not line alone in forrow, but ^ will make thee tafle [2 orig. bntj 
of the fame fauce. Thy Father hath his, and why fhouid I not haue 
mine ? So faith he, and fo fareth fliee : hee iiiuentes meanes to 
make her mourne, and leaues no pradife vntried, which is like to 
procure her mifery. They liue in one houfe, as two ennemies lie in 
the field : their habitation being feuered, like twoo campes that bee 
ready for battell. Hauocke is made lauilhly, of that their fathers 
gathered corruptly, that either being fpeiite lafciuioufly in the com- 
pany of firan^gers, or licenlioufly in controuerfies at law. So great [3 an- ang. 
^mifchiefe arifeth of coueteoufnefie in matches of matrimonye. [4ieafA4. 
Touching the faluing of which fore, it is mofi: requifite that the 
children Ihould haue their free liberty in likinge, as the fathers haue 
had theirs in clioofing. For as thofe matches are befi:, wher there is 
a mutuall agreement betweene parentes and their children, fo do 
thofe for the moil part loue befi, that haue the priuiledge of 
choofinge for themfelues. My cheefefi: reafon may bee drawne from 
contentment in loue, which is fatisfied with any thinge, according to 
the faying, Loue hath no lade ; and my old lefibn, Sel/e do,felfe haue, 
makes the patient often not to complaine of a great fore, when an 
other will cry out for no harme. Experience hath befi: difplayed it 
to fome : and common reafon cannot but make it knowne to all. 

For who that hath done him felfe an iniuiy will complaine thereof, 
for feare of beeing ^accompted a foole> Or what woman that hath 
burnte her finger will blame others for the deede done by her felfe ? 
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You might kme toohe Letter keede^ and It was your owne fault, are 
two throde plaflers for a greene wound : and tlie minds of men are 
befl pleafed with their owne thoughts^ & women with nothing more 
contented then to haue their willes. When a woman dillruftes of 
any helpe to come from any part-taker, iliee will bee glad to pleafe 
hir huiband, & they two falling foorth, the (hauing none to mainc- 
taine her in her pride) will bee contented to reconcile her Jhlfe vnlo 
him by kinde fubmiffion. And where a iouing kilTe will faue a great 
deale of coft, if there it bee not vfed, mony cannot be better bellowed 
then in buying wit to faue the next charges. But how now, Eolin ! 
thou halt beene ouer longe in thy digreffion* I haue indeede, and 
therfore, frend TelUtroth, I returne to my matter. 

A fecond caufe of lelocy fpringeth from indifcretion in gouerii- 
ment, which is either in one or both of them thai are linked together 
in manage, neither of them hauing reafon to knowe what belonges 
to either, or neither of them difcretion rightly to corredt what is 
amilTe in either. Loue will bee too wanton vnlelTe he be whipped 
with rulhes, and ouer dull if his winges be clipped 5 giue him his 
liberty, and he will runne at randum 5 ^ Ihut him vp in prifou, and he 
will be flarke mad ^ fo that gentle corredtion mud barre his liberty, 
and mild chadicement preuent his madnelTc^ a wanton toung be* 
wraies a lafciuioiis hart, and by the vttraunce of the toung, wicked 
thoughts are manyfefted^ therfore, either to gaze lafciuioully, or to 
Ipeake wantonly, may moue lelloly. Modedy in a young woman is 
as a garland of wheat in a ioyfull haruefl 3 and difcretion in a man 
like an oliue braunch after long difeention : flic honourcth her huf* 
band with a dgne ot happinelie, and he contentes his wife with a 
pledge of loue 5 by his wifdome bee teacheth her knowledge, and by 
her obedience die makes him gladj his corredlion is as a warmc cup 
of drinke to a cold domake, and her reformation as a foime-ihiiie 
daye after much raine. Peace douridieth where wifdome riileth, and 
ioy raigneth where modedy diredeth. To pleafe the hartc of a huf- 
bande, is to ioyne vnity with the whole world 5 and to be in tlic loue 
and fauour of a wife is a freedome from much care ^ wifdonic there- 
fore in men to gouerne their common wealths, and modedie in 
women, are of no fmall meanes to continue vnity, and dedroy 
lellofy. 
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Another caufe is caufelefTe difcontentment^ when the man will 
lowre without occalion, and the woman fret, not knowing any reafon, 
and efpecially when either of them wil oppofe them felues againfl 
other, and both of them maintaine their hartes pride : when a man 
will finde fault without caufe, or a woman complaine of two much 
eafe, it fhowes a troubled minde and breeds fufpe6t. He that cannot 
be merry at home, goes about to perfwade hee will be mad abroad ^ 
and Ihee that lowers on her hulband when he comes home, fhow^es 
fbe had as Hue haue his roorne as his company : where loue is, there 
is no thought of battell ^ and there, what abfence hath hurt, prefence 
will heale. A kind and louing wife forgetteth all vnkindnefle by the 
light of her belt beloued, as a child doth the corredtion of his mother 
by the receipt of an apple from her j and a difcreete hulband is no 
longer difpleafed then a fault is a doing. Contentment is an excellent 
fauce to eury dilli, and pleafantnelfe a linguler portion to preuent 
mifchiefe: the head is neuer^ euill^ but either it is ^pleafantly difpofed 

. nener] 

or knauilhly occupied. A merry countenance is a ligne of content- [asig. B, 
ment, but froward wordes are mehenger of melancholly. In what 
the hart delighteth, with that it is belt pleafedj and harde it is to hault 
before a creppell. A frowne lodeth, and a fmile lightneth ^ to frowne 
therefore kindly, is a barre to lellocy : but loading crabbedly, men 
vndoe themfelues fpeedily. 

Many men delighting in much company, cannot be contented to 
tollow their delire abroad by vling new familiarity, but wil bring 
daily grief vnto their houfes, as little regarding their difpolitions with 
whome they ioyne frenddiip, as the occalions that may be offered of 
dillike by after repentings 5 fo that following their pleafufe in fatisfieng 
that humor, they fall afterwards into a worfe vaine, being fufpitious 
of oner much familiarity to haue crept with their acquaintance, and 
doubtful leaft their copefmates are matched with them in their 
darlinges bofomes. When they will begin fo to watch their wines 
eies, and dogge their frendes lookes, as the mife lhall not pepe with- 
out daunger of the cats, nor the lilly women fpeake without 
fufpition of fallliood, Others will bring Itrang women vnto their 
wines to welcome : fpeaking lauilhly of their beauties, and vn- 
decently in their praifes, they will make comparifon without difcretion, 
and giue mdgement without wifdome. They regard prefent pleaf- 
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ure, but care not for future profit, not fo much as thinking on the 
chilling winter in the heate of fummer, nor of warre in time of 
peace. They confider not how loue wil brooke no equalitie, nor 
marriage allowe of the leafi: vnconllancyj and both thefe, though 
themfelues haue beene the procurers of their own difcontentment, 
yet will they lay all the burthen on their wiues backes, either plaging 
them in beeing fufpitious, or punilhing them by making them 
ielious. The old fayng is, that he which will no pennance doe, muft 
ftionne the canfe that belongs thereto : had I wifi, is a ficnder 
remedy to remoue repentaunce, but a manifefi badge of folly, 
efpecially when a man will leaiie the bridg, to trie to leap oner the 
ditch and fall into it. Thought is free 5 but when the toung blabs, it 
P sig, B 2] is figne the hart ^ aboundes. What an euident token of folifii blind- 
nefie is it, for a man to feeke many dales to pleafe his mind, when 
afterwards, hauing found and inioying it, he will miflike thereof in a 
moment, by fight of a new obiedte ? O I that is a weake harte that 
hath fuch a wandring eie 1 and hee is no fmall foole that fo little 
efteemes of experience, as hee delighteth in the pradtife of vnknowne 
conclufions. Might it pleafe them to vfe lefie wordes and more wit, 
fewer companions or kinder familiarity, they fiiould not fo lightly 
enter the hazard of lellofy. 

The ill 111 counfell is the next caufe of lellofy ^ wher by the wicked 

of the (whofe immaginations are only to foe difcentions by bruting cuil 

cause [of] fuppofes, bred of a fulpitious braine, & vttered with colored hi])ocrifie) 
labour to fette debate betweene true hartes, and to fiiufilc in fufpition 
amongft thofe that are free from thought thereof. They will firine 
to perfwade by liklyhoods, & confirme afcertions with falfe oathes. 
They will place betweene man and wife a tree of difcorde, and plant 
in peacable houfes, rootes of variance 5 their toungs fixall be wagging 
to wifii them to tafi of the fruit thereof, their heads fiudying how to 
bring them to like of the pradife of their premeditated miichicfe. 
They will alleadg, lo thus it hath proued by others, and fo hath it 
fell out vnto them for want of fufpition. Think on the worfi (fay 
they) for the beft is not hurtfull 5 but thinke of them as of the worfi, 
fay I, for they are mofi hurtfull. 

And thefe make-bates will not let to brute reportes, Ihongb 
meerely falfe, to confirme their fayings, cloking their mifchlefe with 
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the habit of good meaning, and hiding their knauery with a Ihow of 
puritie. They will tatle tales as if fraught with truth : and vtter 
flanders, with proteJdations. They will iiiuent to perfwade, and 
fweare to confirme : flicking burres on their backes, that were free 
from motes 5 and filling their heads with wonders, that before were in 
quiet. They soy to fet difcention in a louing plat, and reioyce to fee 
debate betweene faithfull frendes j they hunt after controuerfie, and 
honour lelloly. And becaufe themfelues are old, they will hate all 
that are younger then themfelues, and fufpedt all, for that themfelues 
haue loued ^ the game : experience of knauery is a pefiilent helpe to sig. B 2, 

^ t /• back] 

lelloly 5 and if the mother hath loued to playe falfe, Ihee will bee fure 
to miftrufi; the daughter. Beware, for I haue tried; tis a vile whip to 
fcourge a fearefull hart with 5 and perfwafions from a diffembling 
hart are wondrous hurtfull to an vnconllant louer. It is a fmall bit 
that will not make a hungry dogge gape 5 and an vnfauery morfell 
that will not content a longing appetite. A will, with a diuelilh wit, 
will pradlife any thing ^ and what is it that they cannot effede ? 

Marry, the belt helpe to preuent their mifchiefe, is milbeliefe^ and the 
readiefl: mean to trie truth, is, to fearch into their own hues. And for 
that you lhall, Tell-Troth, quoth hee, the better vnderlland the 
diuelifiinelTe of fuch creatures as are thele makebates, I will tell thee 
a merry tale, I haue hard there tould, of one who was crofi: in her 
wicked fufpition. 

There was an olde trott, that in her youth hauing beene a true [A mierry 

° tale [of a] 

traueller, and now through her loofe life was worne to the bones and make [bate, 
pafi: all goodnelTe, dwelled neerevntoa properyoung woman matched 
with a very honeft man. This olde beldame, being good for nothing 
but to keepe the cat out of the allies, and to prat tell ouer a pot of 
nut-browne ale, would fpend the reft of her time which was not im~ 
ployed ouer the fagget, in fitting at the dore to watch what company 
reforted to the young mans houfe afore faid. Whether, for that he 
was of a trade, did come diners, fome to bargaine, other about other 
bufinefte, and amongft the reft, this man had a frend, being a young 
man, which did often repaire thether. The olde cat hauing feene him 
there twife or thrife, beeing at a certaine time amongft many of her 
other goftbpes, (like vnto her felfe in condition and of her own 
ftampe by antiquity,) called this honeft mans wiues name into queftion^ 
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fo fetting her worne chappes a wagging, as fhe burtheiied her con- 
fcience with the confirmation of her miftruhfullnene concerning her 
iming. The reforte thether was her reafon, and the fight of the 
former younge man her conclulion for the truth thereof. Some of 
her companions (fomewhat better difpofed then her felfe) gaue their 
iadgement with fome toWeration concerning the fufpeded cliihonefly, 
of which fhe mifliking, reproued their light of beliefe with a fhame- 
lefTe interrogation, howe fhee could bee honed, feeing fiich a one 
doth reforte daily vnto her, who is like to bee a wild youth, and 
therefore cunning, and flie a young woman foone to be inticed : we 
know (faid fhe) by experience the dealings of fuch mates, hauing our 
felues beene fully tried by their fiightes; verily they cannot be w'ell 
thought on 5 nor may fbe be liked, nor her hufband pniifed, for gluing 
] fuch entertainment. Vpon which report, her withered gofiipes gaue 
vppe their verdidl, that then indeede flie could not be honeft j and fo 
for that time the court broke vppe. They gon, this wether-beaten 
fieres-bird could not be fatisfied with thus much, but the ehuiic her 
hufband comming in, fhee could not chufe but tell him of the com- 
pany that had beene with her, and of the talke that had patfed bctwecne 
them, with a recitall of her newly broched mifchieie, afhrming it 
was great pittie, feeing flie was a very proper young woman, and hec 
an honefi man, a young beginner that was like to doe well, were be 
not ouer-reached by fuch companions. Doubaeffe (quoth fhee) it 
w^ere good, and a thing well pleafing vnto god to imparl thus much 
vnto her hufband, peraducnture he, filly man, midrufl no fuch matter, 
or is loth to offend his wife by telling her of it j but if bee fcekes not 
prefent remedy, howe is it pollible bee fliould efcape vudoing? To 
which fuppofed impofiibility bee agreed j I thiiike, lead thereunto 
rather for feare then otherwife, as you fliall hereafter gather. Well, 
fhortly they agreed to fend for the yong man, and at his comming 
feat for a pinte of wine, giuing him therewith to gnaw, fuch crudes 
of fmall comfort, as tended both to his owne diferedite & his wines 
diflioneffy : both their opinions concerning fuch men which reforl to 
his houfe, as they feared, rather to her then to him : as alfo the 
reportes of other their neighbours that greatly pittied them, mitlruti- 
ing no leffe then they had faide, confirmed their flaundcrs, endinge 
their tittell tattell with perfwafions to forewarne tlieir wiues of fuch 
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company. With which vnlooked-for banquet, the younge man, being 
ftroken amafed (and marueil not, hnce it was meat ^ of fo hard a dif- ^ 3, 
geftare), ftoode hill for a feafon ^ but after callinge his wittes together 
(of which he had no fmali neede being mated with two fuch rookes) 

' o / [rojokes for 

alTured them of his wines conhancye toward him, that loued him moh tongs 
intierly, and obeyed him moll: duetyfully. And touching the reforte, 
his trade required cuhomers, and not of the worft fort (for he was a 
Ihoomaker) 3 and fo lightly thanking them for their protehed good 
will (giuing as fmall credit to their prittell prattell as he had homacke 
to their cheere) he departed home, nothing lelie louing, or thinking 
worfe of his wife then hee did before. But they, feeing their purpofe The nature 
tooke fo little effedte, grewe mad, efpecially the £he beetelL that in a bee[te]ii is, 
great rage Ihe polled to the tauerne, where £he found fome of the 

° ° [fo]rce to file 

quell of inquiry aforefaid, to whome Ihe blafed the rancour of her Mgamst 

^ ay ^ ei[th3er man 

hart, lliowing them ho we lhamefully their young neighbour was 
wronged, and dilhonellly abufed, through his kind fimplicity. Where- 
vppon this honell man was dabbed amongll them a wittall) but while 
mother trot and her fellowes were defcanting on others hoiiehy, there 
came in a new goUip, and not without newes, alfuring this breede-bate 
that her hulband (the olde fornicator that had beene with his wife a 
bate -maker) was at the flower de luce, a houfe of as good refort of 
honell women as any be in brid-well, and had fent for thether wine 
and other good cheere j which brought fo bad cheere to her hart, as in 
all hahe Ihee did runne thether : where not finding him, but vnder- 
flanding, I know not by what meaiies, that hee was newe gon, fhee 
fals fo hot to fcoulding with the whipperginne her ollice, as from 
wordes they fell to blowes, fo as in the ende our good neighbour 
came home to her hulband with a painted face, as if Ihee had beene 
at her nuntions with cats. Well, beeing come, loane Stoomp-foot 
and Tom Totty, fell to Thou knaue’ and Thou queane,’ with other fuch 
fliamelelTe tearmes, as her hulband, not able to ouermailler her that 
way, began to beelabour her faire and handfomely with a faggotllick, 
a prefen t remedy to charme fuch diuelifh tounges. With which whicii was 
noife (for doubtlelTe it was great, efpecially the longe toungd beare make-bate, 
getting the worfe), the neighbours beeing troubled, were ^forced of [“leaf B 43 
pitty to come in, who, feeing the fray bloody, feuered the knaue and 
the queane, and fo parted the combate. But the fcoulding champion 
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(hauing good occalion to fet her chappes a-wagging, that were faine 
to flaunder before^, for want of other matter) curfed the time that euer 
fhee met with fuch a whore matter knaue, telling the whole circnm- 
ttamxces of the matter, with tearmes fit for women of her owne 
ftampe. And her hulband, on the contrary part> forced to heare her 
tale, requites it with a iaditti tricke, that flie was taken with before 
time by him in his celler with a collier vpon two fackes of coales. 
And thus both of them that accufed others fo lately of dittionetty, 
were now by all condemned for a lelious knaue and a miftruttfull 
bande, worthy titles for fuch makebates. 

I therefore warne (quoth Robin) both all fuch lelious gottipes 
as loue to haue owers in euery mans bote, and could wilh that all 
mens daggars belonged to their Iheathes, and alfo thofe driggell drag- 
gells (whofe wicked and lafciuious lines haue watted their bodies to 
the bones, and yet not worne the tippes of their tounges) to leaue to 
be fo raflx in their iudgementes, or to let their ttiamelette inttrumentes 
to blabb fuch vnconfcionable vntrothes to fo abhominable an ende. 
And I alfo couiicell both men and women, lightly to regard their 
backebitings and llaunders, that by vncharitable intermedling with 
their doings, feeke to moue ttrife and procure difiike, betweene thofe 
that loue faithfully and liue quietly together, neuer giuing occafion 
of fufpition the one to the other, feeing that flaunders are onely like- 
ly hoodes, and no likelyhood certaine. 

The hard A feaueiitli caufe proceedetli of hard vfage, when as a man will 

vsage ether 

of a man to- brutiftily vfe lus wifc by ttrokes, and ciirriflily barre her of matri- 

wardes his 

wife, or of moniall kindnette. The man that will iifte vp his hand againtt his 

[a] woman ° 

towards her wife, is like the horfe that doth fling out his heeles to ttrike his 

icaulntCh] hailing a knauiflie, and the other a iadilh tricke. 

ieio?y?^ Will a man of loue launce his owne ttieflie, thoughc fome of deuotion 
fcourge their owne backes ? Doth not the dog feare the ttatte that 
hath ftroken him ? and can a woman like of the hand that hath hurt 
leaf B 4, her ? He that calleth his brother foole in ^ anger, is in daunger of hell 
fire : and thinkes the other man that hatefully beates his wife, or the 
woman that reuiles her hufband, which are neerer the one to the 
other, to efcape that furnace ? It is an eafie matter to find a ttaffc to 
beate a dogge, but vnpottTible to meete with a dogge that will loue to 
be beaten with a ttaffe, and as hard to finde a kindc hufband that 
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will hold vppe his hand in anger againfl his wife, which is as his 
owne hart vnto him 5 but it is very ealie, for that they are ouer-com 
nion, to light vppon breakers of wedlocke^ that will hold vp their 
armes, bend their fifts, and beat their filly wines^ at their comming 
home from bad women, loathinge thofe that lone them, and iouing 
thole that lothes them but for aduauntage. There was alfo inform- 
ation made of many, that hauinge vfed their wiues wondrous ill all 
their life time, dealing with them as rigoroully as many iades do wdth 
the Ofilers knauifhly, that notwithfianding their cruelty hath beene 
manifefi: to the whole world : yet lying vpon their deathes bed, as 
late as poffible they could, and yet better late then iieuer, haue, firoken 
with penitencie, confefied their faultes with forrow, and affirmed 
with protefiatioxis that they know there were, nor euer haue beene, 
more faithfull, carefull, obediente, nor louinge wiues then theirs : I 
pray you what would fuch haue prooued, if they had beene matched 
with like kind-harted men. Well, I leaue that to your iudgemeiit, 
and will come to the lafi: caufe of lelofy. 

Which being not the leafl, is a leaud behauiour in company, when 
by loofe trickes it may bee adiudged that nothing but oportunity is 
wantinge to their inciuillity. But where fhame tames not, there 
blame maines not. A feftred fore mufi: haue a fearching falue 5 and a 
fhameleffe fmile an open frowne. They that careiefly offeiide the 
law of modefiye, mufi: not tafie of the fweete of courtefy 5 and they 
which refpedt not humanity, fhalbe troubled with lelofy. Blame 
not the childe that feares the rod, hauing felt the fmart therof^ nor 
millike thofe that Ihonne foure thinges, hauing tailed of fuger. A 
hound that knowes the game, delightes in hunting; and geue the 
keeper leaue to beftirre him^felfe when a curre chafeth his deare. Hee sig. C] 
that fleales by night, efcapes often when the day-theeues is appre- 
hended; but an impudent and defperate robber mufi: haue a ihort 
dome, for that a plaine matter needes a fmall triall. He that feares 
not the halter will hardly become true; and they that care not for 
fufpea, are feldome honell. A Hill dogge bites fore, but the barking 
cur feares more. The hart is the direaor of the other partes. I pray 
you then what thinkes he that lhames not who fee } Fy of hipocricie, 
but the diuell take impudende. 

Thefe caufes thus fet downe were reduced into thefe eight kindes. 
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Knauifh and foolifh doters and fornicators^ backebiters and liers. 
Bankrotes and hipocrites : the two firit kiiides haue elfe6tes from the 
thirds fourth^ and eight caufes^ the two fecond from the firft and fift j 
the fix and feanen kindes^ of the fourth and fift caufes 5 and the two 
lafi: proceede, of the fecond, third, and feauenth caufes, of euery one 
of which there was a feuerall bil of complaint deliuered, which for 
that they were very tedious, I haue but onely brought awaye the 
endorcementes of them. 

The firfi: was, that whereas lafper Impudencie lately entertained 
into the familiarity of one loone, good wench, that had vfed him 
very kindly in fecrete, had to her great difcredite, for that fiie barred 
him of that Priuiledge in an open alfembly, called her name and 
fame in queflion, by accufing her of plaing fafl: and loofe (about a kind 
glaunce that thee had geuen viito an other, that had better deferued 
her fauour), in confideration of whofe foolifh knauery and knauiih 
folly, thee defired redrefife againfl: him. 

The fecond was, againfl the folly of a yong houice, that was fo 
paflionate for the loue of a maide, that he could not fee any to fpeake 
vnto her, but flraighte would fall into a founde through lelofy. An 
other complained of an old dotor of fourfcore yeares of age, that had 
gotten, through the compulfion of her parentes, her felfe in marriage, 
being but two and twenty. Who through his watching, and the 
dodging of an old beldam his filler, being in houfe with him, was fo 
tormented, that if fliee were neuer fo little out of both their fightes : 
kY] prefently thought his head Bengali to bud, though it were ii^ the 

deade of winter, and wouide mofl fiiamefully raile vpon her. And 
fhee, hauing learned fome fubtelty by the old foxes craft, on a lime 
ftole foorth to her fathers to fupper, not making any priuy to her 
parting, and there flayed vntill nine of the clock. When comming 
home> fhee found her hufband a bed, that had almofl fretted his hart 
out for his wiues long tarrying : who no fooner faw her, but fell a 
threatning of her, and flricktly examining her where fhee had beene : 
But fhee, beeing well acquainted with that cuftome, fained, that by 
chaunce, comming from her fathers, fliee met with a younge gentle**' 
man, an old frend of hers, that would not be faid nay, but flie mufl 
of force go fup with him. And affirming that to be true, fhee fell 
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downe vppon her knees and craned his pardon. At the hearing of 
wliichj yea, and before fhee liad quite done (now thinking that to be 
certeine, which before he onely miflrufted, being verily perfuaded 
that the deihnies hadd crowned him with a paire of homes for his 
New-yeares gifl)^ he fpitted at her, laying Bridewell in her difli, and 
the cart for her trencher : not only refufing her company for his bed- 
fellow, but driuing her out of his chamber with a bedftaffe. Neither 
contented with this, but in all haft in the morning hee trotted vnto 
her fathers : infourming him of many falfe tales, and amongft the 
reft, her laft nights tricke was brought in for a confirmation of his 
hard fortune in beeinge matched with fuche a one. But her father, 
knowing that to be falfe, and the other as likely, perfuaded him from 
his lelofy, which would not be, notwithftanding. 

The fourth kind defired iudgement againft their hufbaiids, that, 
hauing beene married to them the fpace of threefcore yeers, and 
growing wery of them, brought home to their houfes yoong men, 
vnder the titles of their kinfmen, to haunt their companies, with com- 
mandment that they ftiould vfe them as well as them felues. Who 
(through their ciuill behauior deferuing no leffe) being on a certaine 
time in their chamber with them, were taken by their hufbandes with 
other of their copefmales, that through bribes proued falfe wittneftes, 
by which the old fornicators procured deuorcementes, and married 
younge wenches. 

^ As for make-bates, there was framed againft them a bill, to the c 2] 
effedle of the tale aforetould of them. And touching their commo- 
rades the liers, they were complained of, for that in open aflerablies 
they would fpeake againft lelofy, curling him and his followers. But 
beeing matched accordinge to their hartes deftre, with women that 
are nioft faithfull and honeft, enioying through them the happinefte 
of a blefted eftate, they, ouercloyed with the fweete it yeeldeth, and 
wearied with the gainefull fruite which arifeth therof, will (for that 
ther are no occafions of lelofy offered) themfelues nourifh caufers by 
moft vnciuill companions, Talke of lelofy in their company, they 
wil vtlerly condempne fuch fickell headed BulTardes, that vppon euery 
light occafion are miftruftful of their wines, fwearing and protefting 
that they are not, nor would bee of fuch a fufpitious fociety for the 
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world : when their priuy checkes for their wines modeft familiaritj 
ihall be fo openly executed^ as their a6lions fhow their tounges haue 
lyed. 

But thefe of the fixt kinde are knaues in graine^ that hauing 
lauiflit their ilockes leaudly by badd meanes, and feeing their eflates 
to grow weake, will feeke out wiues^ not of the common forte for 
properneffe, but fuche matchleife paragons as are for neatneffe not to 
be mated in a countrey. Thefe muft bee fett in their ilioppes to tole 
in cudomers ^ vnto whome^, if they fhow not themfelues good-fcilowes 
by gentle fpeeches^ their houfes will prone to hoat for them. They 
muft not dicke to promife fairely and to kifTe^ fo they do it clofely j 
onely this prouifo mud: be had, that they keepe them out of their 
mony boxes and clofecubberds. Which pradife proouinge profitable, 
and thereby their eftates being amended, flraight falfe meafure 
is fufpeded, and thervpon, this their owne inuention mifliked 
off. Then they will fay that they do more then their commiflion 
alloweth, though leffe a great deale then in the beginning was com- 
maunded. Yea, thence after they mud fit no more in the fhoppes for 
feare of thunderclappes 5 and if perchaunce once in a moncth they 
are there, in which time it may happen fome of their olde cudomcrs 
to come to renue their acquaintance, priuy frownes lhalbe gcueii 
[isig. C2, them ^of the wittals their hutbandes, their chapmen bccing in com- 
by] 5 abfence, bitter woordcs, if not bilioge blowes. 

Then diall they not bee fuifered to looke on a man without control c- 
ment, nor dare to fpeake to any for feare of buffets. If any aske for 
them, buying there, prefenlly they are ihoughlc to be llieir winces 
cudomers, and therefore fliall haue bad entcrtainemeut, and be ferued 
with the woord duffe, if any be worfe then other. 

The lad were cried out vppon, for that, whereas they are married 
with honed mens children, beciiig beloued of them far better then 
they deferue, they will fliowe them fo much kiiiduelie in their 
wooing time, and on their marriage day, as they Icaue neucr a whit 
for the time following. For, hauing reaped the drd dayes rod, and 
beeing inriched with the profit thereof, they growe carelede of tliat 
which might infue, thinking there is no heauen but the time prefent, 
nor any commodity like to arife of the remnant. Before company, 
their kindnede diall bee fo freely vfed, as when their wiues and they 
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are alone, nonghte but bitter wordes and worfe fhall foil owe. Abroad, 
their behauior towardes them lhall bee paffuig louiiig, mingled with 
kinde mirth 5 but at home they will fo lumpe and lowre, as it were 
better to be in hel, then to line in houfe with fuch hipocriticali 
lelious hufbandes. At feaides and at alfemblies they will vfe them- 
felues like faintes, affirming they are matched with pearleife wenches 
for good and honefte behauior ; but in their chambers they are 
diuels, fulpedling fallhood and clofe dealings betweene their deareil 
frends and faithfull wiues. And to make an end of the melTe, I 
will tell you of an euidence giuen there againil a molt notable alTe. 

There was one that, to fhonne his predeffinated fortune, and to 
preuent his hard hap fore-told him by fome diuell incarnate, did 
fearch to fee if hee mighte hnde fuche an ill-fauoured peece of fluffe 
as all men els would millike of, not efteeming how deformed diee 
were, fo Ihee brought money with her. And at lafi:. Nature had 
fliapen a morcell for his tooth, fuch a matche as it was impoffible to 
mate her, vnleffie her forenamed mother had bene ^ hired therevnto. C^sig. C3] 
Shee was beetell-browed, goggell-eyed, blobber-lipt, wry-necked, 
crooke-backt, and fplay-footed : hauinge the huckle bone of her 
breech buril, whereby fhee wente wriggling with her taile like a 
broken legged dogge^ with fo fweete a breath, as a man had beene as 
good to haue gone faftinge into the common gardens about London, 
as into her chamber when the was in it. With this vnmatchable 
creature did this llripling marrie, fuppoling it vnpoffible that the that^ [a orig-. thaj 
had neuer a good part in her body, flioulde haue fo bad a tricke as to 
lende his muhard pot to others vfes. Where vppon, ioyi ng that hee 
alone lined with an honed: woman (as hee thought), hee would laugh 
at his neighbours folly for choohng wiues to feme other mens 
turnes, beeing, by feeding of their owne fancies, cuckold by fuch 
as himfelfe was, who had notwithftandinge at home for his owne 
diet fuch an one as would not bee of others regarded, nor himfelfe 
coulde fnuffe it off. But his tender crippell, knowing that there were 
Vulcans that woulde fometinies looke into ffraunge Smithes ffioppes, 
and perfuading her felfe that Pecunia omnia poteji, did hire a plow- 
man fhee had, to fiipplye fome wants in her fweete hartes abfence. 

Who, agreed on the matter, did fo clofely perfourme their knauery, as 
to' their thinkinge the Diuell himfelfe perceiued not their villany. 



20 


Tell-Trothes New-yeares Gift. 

Well, foone after there came certaine chapmen to this clothiers houfe, 
(for he was of that trade) to make merry with him al the Chrill 
maife holly dayes, in which time they vfed this kinde crippell for his 
fake fo familiarly, as they would left with her before his face. Who, 
watchinge for a difhe from off lelofies table, leared his owne diadow 
would beguile himfelfe, and therefore would neuer leaue, vntill by a 
lliift he had got them forth of his doores. So played hee with ciiery 
one that came after vnto his houfe, warning bis wife from vfing fiich 
companions familiarly : neuer mifdoubtinge Lobb, his man, that did 
daunce trenchemore once eiiery day in his priuy kitchin. But the 
defliiiies that had fworne his horned dubbing, to let liini fee the 
fruite of his choice, and the certainety of his fortune, (for to be a 
cuckold, and know it not, is no more (fayes forae) then to drinckc 
with a fiye in his ^cuppe, and fee it not,) brought him on a lime into 
his barne 5 when thinking to finde his man a threfliing, he found him 
a killing of his crippell, with fo plaine farther euidcnce of his hard 
fortune, as he killed both man and wife ^ and himfelfe was hanged for 
it after wardes. 

Of thcfe fortes were the billes of enditementes, beeiug pra6tifes 
fo well liked and allowed off by this confocation, as the perfourmers 
of them were rewarded with the bed: entertainement Hell allbordes. 
And laying plats to effc6t farther mifehief, they concluded that, 
by cutting one an others throat, (heir kingdome might fooncll be 
enlarged. To which end they inueiited thefe mcanes, which I will 
rehearfe vnto thee. 

Firft, that knauiih lelofy Biould be requited with clubbing iniury : 
namely, that they that lhal abufe their loues with lauiih fpeeches, Ihall be 
lubberly beaten by champions, which fhall be prouided for that pur- 
pofe : fo that, through knauidi miftruftfulneirc and murthcring rcucuige, 
they may all purchafe Hell. TIictz that thofc foolcs, whicli 
lodgde in the bed of conhant amity, taking their roll in Pleafures 
armes : and rocked a lleepe louingly, like infantes in the cradle of 
Difporte, by their nurfes CarefullnelTe & Security) toflc their loucs 
conifancy fo lightly with Broakes of biting and iniiirious wordcjs, and 
bailie fo vnquietly, Blowing moft ielioiis trickes of childilhe nuilrufl- 
fullnetle, as they force thereby their nurfes to bee carclelie of their 
vndifereete quietnelTe, and to turne their bliffc into bane. That 
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thefe (I faye) for requital! of fuche fooliilineife, (lioulde bee call 
off, neuer agaiiie to tafle of the fweeteneffe of their looues wonted 
curtely, by which meanes they may become defperate and hang 
themfelues. 

And touching doating or dolting lelofy, that their wiaes^ to pay 
them for their fufpilion^ thoulde not wander much abroade^ nor giue 
eiitertainement to any gallants at home^ but to growe familiar with 
their feruauntes^ and ioyne fuch a helper to their hufbandes im- 
perfedlion as lacke the fcullian is, which fliall neuer bee millrufled. 

And the better to eifedte their knauery^ it was agreed that they 
fliould bee councelled that euer after le^lious complaintes made by p leaf c 4I 
their huibandes to their frendes, they ihoulde litte withe them at 
•dinner and fupper for company, to preuente mlfdoubce, but flioulde 
not eate a bit, nor drinke a droppe, wdthout their kindnes, for their 
hufbandes vnkindnes did yeeld fufficient teares to quench their thirft 
with. Marry, in a corner with iacke their partners, to fare as well as 
money and mirth could make them. Whereby it was thought that 
they would recant of their lelofy, and giue them liberty to vfe it at 
their pleafure, fo far as the??2feiues might be allured how much they 
were vnhappy. And that fornicators (after they had obtained their 
delires according to the courfe of lawe) Ihould, tlroking vppe their 
crooked lliankes, and belabouring their rufty beardes with their 
wetherbeaten fingers, feeking other wrenches, meet with whipper 
ginnies that lliould knowe how to vfe fuch old leachers fo hand- 
fomely, (beeing contented to indure difcontentment, with the thought 
of the coine that lines their olde bagges,) as they fhall be reputed by 
them for as honefi: women as line, vnlill the wedding day bee pall, 
when in the euening (fore-thinkiiige of the fmall pleafure is like to 
enfue by their paflime) they flial faine themfelues fo ficke, as of force 
they w'^ill lye alone, or at leafl without thofe old wretches. So firail 
they ferue them by the fpace of a moncth, by which time (and it is 
no marueil) the chiirles will beginne to mifdoubt fomewhat. But 
what fliall they care, feelnge they are miftrilTes of all they liaue, 
and can keepe the cbuffes from their owne ? When they tell them 
of their ynkindnelfe, thefe wil be ready to fpit in their faces, bidding 
them to goe trott vnto their trulles. As for them felues, they cannot 
abide fuch olde fooles ; their breath flinckes, they flatter with their 
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kiffinge^ with fuche other opprobrious fcofFes, as by their harde 
fpeeches and woorfe vfage, they Hiall make the olde fooles to betake 
themfelues to their beades, confeffing with fliame their fliame- 
ieffe behauiour towardes their late faithfull wiues, and^ curling 
the caufe of this hapielTe fortune, cry Peccaid, and die quite dif- 
contented. 

It was further agreed vppon, that backebiters, that will not ceafe 
[I leaf C 4) to blaze ieiious vntrothes, dial] bee plagued with hauinge ^ their 

back] 

tounges pulled foorth, or elfe woorfe punidied by loolinge the 
regardes of fuppofed honedy. And all the commodity fuche ma- 
licious Impes diall reape for their knauery, is, a faire purchafed 
place called Bridewell ^ and for their falfe reportes they diall bee 
fare of a proper cage to tinge in 5 where their good names dyinge 
with their honedye, they Iball bee carried from thence in cartes of 
reproach, and be buried in continual infamy, rouge to hell with 
ladies of whip-corde. And the liers : they, becaufe they would not 
be iellious, but cannot leaue it, dial weare homes, whether they will 
or no. 

But the grand wittalls, that will alure cudomers by the fine 
wenches, and with hauing inriclied themfelues thereby, will turne 
their knauery into villanie. They by their crabbcdnclfe diall come 
to extreame pouerty, and then endeauoring to pul in triall their olde 
cudome, their wiues diall either growe duborne and rcapc no profit, 
l^orig, or elfe too too liberall,^ fpending the remnant which is left, leaning 

iibrraUJ , 

their hnlbandes as monylcde as witlede. As for the lad fort, not 
lead, whofe midrudfullnede cut their owiie throatcs, cauting IIkmV 
fewdS*sse3 lewdiiclfc^ by ouer rulingc them with hip])ocr[i]( icall 

iurifdidion. Onely this diall be added vnto the forwardiiedc of their 
didrudtion, that their halting dir[j(i]mulatioii diould breedc vp(lart(\s to 
faue their fore forheades ; and they, regardingto mainlaioc their owiie 
good names with hipocricie, diall thereby plantc newe Irickes of 
liufwiuerie in their wiues coiifcieiices. 

Thus, Tell troth (quoth Eoliti), thou had hard fome t hinge that 
thou neuer hardd of before, which, when it diall come vnto the 
diuells eares, I knowe hee will bee mondrous collcrickcj but it mat- 
tereth not : it is better he diould fret, then humanity fade. For vnicdc 
thefe his inuentions diould be knowne, how fliould they be preucuted ? 
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I tell thee (frend)^ howfoeuer fome thinke of me^ Robln^ as he is a 
good feliowe by Dame, fo is hee no leiTe in minde; and I fwearevnto 
thee I had rather fee the diuells dance the morice alone in that fiery 
hellhoafe, then a chrifiian to foote it there, through want of know- 
ledge of their ^ inuentions. O, tell troth, is it not great pittie to fee fo D sig. D] 
manye thoufandes, through folly to inthrall themfelues to tormentes 
euerlafling ? thou wouldefi; thinke it vnpofiible that the hundred part 
of them which are there onely for leloly, fhould bee bred in a world. 

Why, man, I haue onely tould thee of the leloly betweene man and 
wife, and the louer and his fweet hartj I haue not touched the 
leloly betweene frend and frend, the father and his fonne, the 
mother and her daughter, yea, and betweene whome not, that are 
ioyned together, either by confanguinity, neighbourhood, by office, or 
duety. I let thefe palfe, becaufe I meane not to meddle with them j 
onely, becaufe thou wanted: fome way to thy iornyes end, I will tell 
thee a pretty iell, which though it bee milplaced for want of memory, 
yet here it may come in very good tim[e]. And it is of an olde dotor 
that was very well ferued. 

This dotor, who, though he were a man of fowerfcore yeares of 
age (knowing himfelfe vnable to fatisfy the expedation of a widow 
of his owne Handing), yet would he needes marry with a girle of 
foureteene ^ Who, being conllrained thereunto by her freendes com- 
pullion, not knowinge what belonged to the rites of matrimony, was 
contented to loue him entierly, and to line truely vnto him without 
thought of dilhonefiy. Yet fo ill conceited was this foolilh dotor, 
and fo weary of his happy ellate, as although he knew alTuredly the 
cubbard was clofe Ihutt and without any crannes, yet could he 
neuerthelelfe fufped the filly moufe, and would fet trappes, hopinge 
to catche her, counfelled therevnto by his misdeeming thoughtes. 

If (hee had beene neuer fo little out of his light, he thought it was 
the Ipring time, being but Chrifiimas ^ to Hay the forwardnes whereof, 
his froft-biting wordes fhould nippe her. The younge cubbe at lafi 
(learning fubtiltyby the olde Fox), fulpedinge there was fome further 
fweete in a marryed womans life, then as yet Ihee had tailed off, 
onely perfuaded thereunto by her hulbandes lelofye, tooke harte at 
grade, and woulde needes trie a newe conclufion. The nexte day 
beeing foorth at dinner with him, where were likewife many women 
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[I sig. D, of all degrees, fliee amongft the reft chofe ^ forth an old matron to 
word foorth] palTe awaj the time with, which in communication, finding her to be 
of fuch a courteous difpofition, as vnto her fiiee made complaint of 
the feruile bondage her frends had brought her too. Which fhee 
pittying (for what hart fo hard as would not pitty her, that wanted 
alltogether contentmente ?), gaue her fuch good councell as fhee her 
felfe had tried, hauinge beene pefiered with the like inconuenience, 
though not with fo many hart-breakinges : whereof this younge 
woman liked fo well, on the morrow file meant to put feme of her 
conclufions in pradtife. And a brother of hers comming home vnto 
her the next day, file likewife fiiowed vnto him howe the lelofy of 
her hufband increafed, defiring him to help her to efifedf a pradife 
file determined to try • to which he foone agreeing, they fiole both 
into one of her chambers, there fpending the day in fecret communi- 
cation, How it might bee befi: performed 3 which beeing eariieft, 
pafied away the time fo foddeiily as night was come vpon them ere 
they thought on it, fo that thereby he, forced to departe, was let 
foorth at the dore by her felfe, whome a maied fhee had (which the 
olde dotor made more of then of her felfe) didefpy, not knowing who 
it was. But fhee had newes inough that it was a manne, and fo good 
to her liking, as in all haft her maifter muft be made acquainted 
therewith ^ he, vpon the hearing thereof^ growing fo hot, as he did not 
onely beate his wife, but in a great rage turned her forth of the dorcs, 
reuiling her moft ftiamefully. The filly woman had no other 
fuccour but to goe to her brothers that was married, in the fame 
towne (for fhe durft not complaine to her father on a foddaine, he 
was fo cruell), who receiued her kindly, and lodge[d] her for tlmt. night, 
becaufe it was fo late. And in the morning betimes hee went with 
her to her fathers, making him acquainted with the whole mailer. 
Who, after the true fearch of the certainty thereof, condeiimed his 
owne folly for the match, fending for the olde mifer, that was met 
at the dore pofting thetherwards to complaine. But at his coinmiiig 
his expedtation was quite fruftrated, for wher, according to a former 
courfe had in the like pradtife, he looked to haue his wife rebuked & 
[I sig. D 2. himfelfe moned, ^ hee was nowe, not onely fiiarpely threatened for his 
he] mifufage towardes her, but alfo deferuedly fcofihd at, and driuen force 

perforce (becaufe hee was matched with his fuperiours), to bee there- 
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with contented. And vppon the triall of the truth he found himfelfe fo 
plainely convi6ted, as hee confeiTed his faulte^ and afl^ed her forgiue- 
nes^ fewing for a reconfciliation to bee made between them. Which 
done, they departed home, his wife, not forgetting the fliame ihee 
had indiired by his meanes, ftiiddied to requite his villanye, and 
effedted it after this manner. Her hutband kept a proper man whome 
he did put in fo great trufi:, as he hiered him for a Hale to deceiue 
himfelfe by williing him to trie his wiues conftancy, Who dallied fo 
long with the dame, as at lad he was burnte with the fire of defire, 
his afiedtion fo iumply meeting with her conceipt, as within a fhorte 
time, what by faire promifes, larg[e] giftes, and her beauty (three 
notable baites to catch a kind foole with), ihe had fo won him to 
her will, as he would not onely reueale vnto her what fo euer his 
wife maifier would fay, but alfo would euer by falfe oathes fobbe him 
vppe with a thoufand vntruthes concerning her approued honefiy. 

Well, his good reportes encreafed but further mifiike in his maifier, 
with a more earnefi defire to finde her falfe } and there vppon he 
would teach his man how he fhould further trie her, fetting downe 
fuch plaine plots as by the^ pradtife of them hee was fhortly after thy] 
ready at any time to doe his mifirefie any good turne in his m aiders 
abfence. He had fubtill wit inough, and therefore they both fped 
the better, he prouing fo good a plaifier to her fore, as if die and her 
hufband fel out in the night, fhe with her man would fport in the 
day time ; and becaufe the olde foole was fo couetous as he would 
drinke onely fmall beere to faue charges, they two would courrofe 
whole gallons of wine at their going abroad, which was often with- 
out fufpition to the olde fooles homes. Allwayes at dinner and 
fupper he fhould haue her with him to fiiaddowe miftruft, but fiiee 
would not eate a bit with him, becaufe his fare was fo bafe, collour- 
ing her nicenes with want of fiomacke, and with forrow for his 
churliflines towardes her. With which ^ difiembling (for what cannot p sig. D 2, 

tack] 

women doe by teares ?) her hufband, what betweene his mans flattery 
and his wiues hipocricy, was quite chaunged, being verely perfwaded 
now that flie is a faint, repenting he euer mifirufted her, & recanting 
of his folly in falfly accufing her. For a mends whereof, hee con- 
feifed the fecond time to her parents and frendes that he had mofi 
vndeferuedly ouerawed his faithful wife, greened with nothing more 
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then his hard vfage towardes her, in retraining her, beeing young, of 
honet liberty. In requitall whereof, it was lawfall for her with his 
young tripling to goe forth and returne at her pleafure, to be in what 
company tie bet liked of, and nothing fufpe6ted, for at this time he 
would not let to fweare he had the onely honet woman in the 
worlde. And if anye of his frends had reproued him of lacii folly, 
aleadging that youth was foone inticed to lewdnelfe, hisaunfwere was, 
hee cared not, and his thankes were tiarpe wordes. But if his 
neighbours tould him tree kept bad companye, affociating other 
women that were good fellowes, hee, forth with, would raile vpoii 
the reporters for taundering his wiues honety, and would traight 
haue the iawe of them for calling her good name in quctioii. 
And thus lined this dotor as long as the diltinies woulde permit 
him, at his death leaning onely his homes for his fucceffors por- 
tion. 

How like you this, Tell-troth ? you fmild at this mans folly, but 
you had more neede to pittie the weaknes of fiich as, onely led with 
extreames, ether hate deadly, or effedte too too childilhly. But nowe, 
becaufe thou ai't in a manner at thy iourneys encle, I mud Icaiie ihec, 
yet, before I goe, knowe this farther newes. That at my comming from 
hell, the affemblie aforefaid had thought to haue broke vppe, and gon 
euery gouerner to his prouince to take (heir pleafures, beeing ouer- 
toyled with their tedious confultatioiis. But as they were a riling, 
there came one in fweating, with a fuppiicalion from Piercc-Ptaiui- 
ielTe, inforiing them thereby to a newe labour. Which I percciuing, 
and iramagining it woulde bee long before it were ended, l)eeing 

CneafDsl allready weary of their company, leftc that ^ newes for the knight of 
the pofte, and fo you are Wellcome to your iourncyes cndc. Robin 
good fellow, looking for no other thankes for his company, but that 
(frend Tell troth) thou dod me the fauour to publilh this iny inuebl- 
iue againd lelofy, 

£ibmng3 Wherevpon he deliueixP vuto me a fcroiilc of paper with the 
contents hereafter followinge, and fo hee vanilhed awaye, I know not 
howe. 


\Large Coat of Arms in the or}ginali\ 
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Robin Good-fellowe his Inuectiue [I leaf D 3, 

back] 

againft lelofy. 

He Poetes altogether aymed not amilTe in their fi6lion^ 
whereas, fetting downe the torments of hell, they affirme 
ther is no torture that infiidtes the furies with more 
extreame cruelty then the fond conceites of a ielious 
harte ^ and why ? for that the reuenge of a difdainefull woman is 
deadly, and her rewardes for miftruftfullneffe, guiftes of vncealinge 
griefe, which in the ende woorke vtter deflrudtion. The caufe 
nourifhed in men maketh the effedt poffible and the pradtife intoller- 
able. 

There is no fweete fo flronge, but the delighte thereof may bee [ajspice, vt 
croifed by the contrarye^ nor anye hart fo firme, but continuall mSMand® 
vnkindnes maye remooue it. The tall oake, that waueth not with lus MsSduo 
euerye puffe of the winde, is eafelye throwne to the ground by an SJ[3ere _ 
extraordinary tempefl. The hardelf flint is pierfl with often droppes ^ 
and it is not irapofiible, thoughe vnlikelye, that the fkie fhould fall. 

Are they not woorthy to be nipte with the piercing ftormes of a 
biting winter, that, hauing a flielter to defend themfelues from fuch 
outragious wether, and knowing a tempefl: will come which may 
ouerthrow it, negledeth neuerthelefle to pi*euent that daunger by 
%mderpropping the fame ? or deferue they to haue their eflate pittied 
that wilfully feeke their owne vndooing ? As it is a part of wife- 
dom to forefee a daunger, fo, not to withfland and to eiideuour 
to fruftrate the fame with reafon and forecafl, is a badge of extremefl 
folly. 

And Peccaui deferuedlye falles on their backes, that wittinglye PrindpHs 
and willinglye incurre the halfard thereof. If men had no vnder- medrcma^^'^ 
ftanding of the plagues of hell they would be too too vitious, and their mha 
pleafure could not but bee their deflru6tion, vnlefle euery one conualauere 

* ixior’^s* 

had a hale-backe for his companion. If lelofy be a torment more 
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fs leaf D 4i mercilefle then diuelifh Pluto, and his common ^ wealth more greeiious 
then the forrowes of hell, I forrow to thiiicke that men lliould be fo 
widefTe as to honour the Diuell, and fo carelelTe as to delight in inch 
a weale-publike. But be it as it is^ or let it be woorfe, as it is vn- 
poffible it diOLilde, their conceites are grown to be fo bafe, and their 
enterprifes fo beaft-like, as for the moil part they follow leloly fo 
eagerly, as they coniiraine their deereft freendcs to cut their throates 
with the knife they mod: feare, when both the enell it felfe and the 
caiife therof might be remooued, fo euery one would ground their 
loue vpon difcretion. 

If the pradlifes and proceedings of lone be fo forcible as they 
bring death with them to the liopelehe harte, hee is viiwife that will 
ftriiie to eiicreafe tliofe aifedlions which are allready more then extra- 
ordinary, Waxe, by a temperate heat is mollihed and formed, being 
fufte to any drape, but through a furious flame it either wallet h and 
confumeth, or els will not be touched without defiling of our fingers. 
The hartes of women are like vnto waxe, that, tempered by the 
paflions of loue, are ready to take the impreflion thereof ; but if it 
coole againe before the printe of kindnelfe be fiirely let on, or if the 
flame of fiiry breake foorth about it, being fett on fire by the coales 
of milgoueraemente, to what bad ende will the good beginning bo 
turned? and how many hartbreakinges by quarrels and difagrec- 
mentes will arife in the fnioother of fuch fmoaky mifrule 1 Doubt - 
Icfle the experience thereof hath taiighte too too many to their griel'e, 
and will teach more to their vndooing, vnlefle the fwelling of that 
fore be afifwaged with fom whollbme medicio. But they that only 
haue entertained the fuperfleies of loue, ncuer harboring liim in their 
hartes, afflrme that he and lelofy are brothers, and that the one can- 
not bee without the other. If they that hoklc the fame for a 
rnaxime, meane in the defence of their freendes honours, and to be 
lelious of their wiues good name and reputation, I graunt that tluit is 
moll kinde alFedion. 

But when lelofy arifeth of a foolifli fondnes, gx*oundcd with out 
reafon, to bee remooued with cuerye lighte occalion 5 or of niiflruft- 
MeafU 4, fulineile of the partye loued, without triall of anyc vu^contlancy j or, 
iallly, of childifh afledtion, lead away with an vnruely appetite, and 
nouriflied with difpayringe conceites, conccitiing what is noi, and 
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iadginge onely by Ibadowes which remoue all hope^ caufing con- 
tinuall difcontentment^ — that maketh the ielious mans cafe def- 
perate^ and the thinge fooliili. 

There is no Concorde betweene water and fircj nor any medium 
betweene ioue and hatred, for either the hart fghes vnder the 
burthen of entiere affedlion, or groanes throughe the waight of 
greeuous diflimulation. Lone couereth a multitude of fnneful 
offences, and loyalty recouereth a world of ouerflipt infirmities j but 
diflike findeth rottenneffe in found timber, fpots in the pure white^ 
and vnkindneffe in the conflant harte^ it engendereth lelofy, and 
procureth enmities j it hatcheth breakepeace, and glories in quarrels ^ 
all it delighte is in findinge of faultes, and all it ioy to encreafe 
niiflike. If it hath it beginning of loues contrary, yea, in nature, 
how can there bee anye brotherly equality betweene them ? vnleffe, 
vnhappilye, wee will make the eye father to both, that feeinge 
afwell good as euell, entifeth the hart, through corrupt affedtions, to be 
milled by wicked eluiions, bringing foorth baflardes in Heede of true 
begotten children : For if leiofy be loues brother, it is by corruption 
of nature brought foorth valawfully, which may thus be manifefbed. 

After the eye hath chofen an obiedt which brings fo fweet content- 
ment to the hart, as it highly delighteth in the fame, that prouing fo 
kiiide lone and fuch feruent affedtion in both, as lawful! requitall 
makes a pleafing falisfadtion, the eye receiuinge kinde glannces for 
amorous glotinges, and louinge harte-breakinges for affedtionate hart 
fighings. The eie beeing pleafed with an eye, and the hart contented 
with a hart, they frolique both in glory as long as they ref: in con- 
flaiicie 5 but wandring from forth that fandfcuary, the eie either Ipies 
another eie that better pleafeth it, and the harte likes of another 
harte that better contentes it, or elfe the eie lookes curiflily into his 
owne hart, and fpies fome fault in himfelfe, which, difpleafiiig, beget- 
teth lelofy : whereby the eie may be faid to be originall and father of 
both. 

^ How is it pofiible that falfhood fhould be in frendfhip } or can t* sig. E] 
the hand beguile the hart that ruleth it ? no more will a louing wife 
playe falfe with him to whome fhee is ioyned both by the lawe of 
god and man, or a frend croffe her louing exceedinges, in whome his 
hart delighteth. That which is bred in the bone will neuer out of 
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the fieflie) and what Nature hath made, Arte cannot marre. If 
Enuie hath a tricke with her heele, all the diuells in hell cannot alter 
it. And I maruell menne are fo foolifhe as to matche themfelues 
with fuche women whome they hane caufe to fiifpe6t. Doubtleffe, 
either their own life hath beene lalciuious, by which they indge others^ 
or their meaning bad in chuling fuch companions ^ when nowe, ouer- 
late repentinge of their bargaine, they light on a worfer mifchiefe. 
Allthough the fox be fo crafty as he deceiues many, yet fometimes 
he meeteth with a champion more fubtill then himfelfe. The pitcher 
goeth long to the water, but at lafte getteth a knocke through the 
bearers fault, and is brought home broken. The lelious man fearcth 
his owne lhadow, and looketh narrowly vnto it, yet (likely) at laft 
commeth a fubflaunce, who (when he thinketh leait on it) entereth, 
doinge him iuflice, though hee neuer the wifer. It is ftraunge that 
menne are fo foolifh as to feeke their owne vndoing, for afluredly 
looke, by what meafure they fell by, the fame {hall they receiue their 
owne, without aduauntage. The quarreling mate fhall not complaine 
for want of knockes, or the ielious man longe defire hell, when 
the one fhall finde like fwafhbucklers vnto himfelfe, and the others 
wife will not flicke to cut his throat with the knife hee hath fo long 
feared. 

If mens loue be fimplie good, women cannot but affedtionate them 
with like fimplicityj but if they playe falfe (lelofye beeing their 
cloake), they will be fure to keepe kiiaues to croiTe their cardes with. 
In thefe dayes euery cobler doth feare the carter, and fetes vppe his 
whippe at his dore to keepe lohn Cobbilero from his lattice. And I 
pray you vppon what reafons fhall thefe ielious trickes be difcarcled ? 
Somme haue it by nature, and fay, ' kit muff after kind, bee it but in 
fer aping of a ^ frying panne.’ Beware of naturall foolles as long as 
you line •, for a bad tricke ingrafted in them, neuer leaueth theni 
vntill he hath brought feauenty worfe into his roome. And, as for 
the inuention of their predicefTors, they mufl iieedcs goe to the diueli 
with them for companie. Others builde their knauery on other 
mens miffortune, that are matched with loone, communis omnihus, 
that could play at bucklers fo foone as flie was pafl her cradell. Oh, 
fliee is a tall peece of flefh, and will fland to her tackling fo flontly, 
as the diueli himfelfe fhall not get the waifters from her. I counfell 
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him that thinketh hee hath met with her companion, to ceafe to 
greeae at it, and flriue not to remoue that he cannot ftirre, leaft 
happily lliee falls quit from him, & neuer ferueth him after. Manye 
honour him of cuftorae, becaufe they hold their landes of him by 
homage, their predicelfors allwayes hauing beene his fworne fubie( 5 tes. 

A pittifull cuflome, that tendeth to the tenauntes vndoing, and a 
title that might very well bee religned oner and denied ^ feeing it 
only toucheth free taile, or feruices vnreafonable to be perfourmed. 

And a great part obtaine his entertainment by vfe and pradtife : thofe 
are greene headed that long for reformations, & would haue new 
lawes inftituted euery quarter, dehring to try new conclulions, 
whether it were poffible for a man to liue vnto himfelfe. Which are 
fo delighted with common cafes, as they make honefty a neceffity, 
thrufling him out of the dores at their pleafure, by vling them mofl 
lhamefully whome they ought to loue entirly. But moft playe 
ielious parts of knauery and bad entention, meaning to make a 
pradtife of paltry peuilhnelTe and knauilh conceiptes. They will be 
ielious to try their wiues or frendes conftancy, being neuer afhamed 
of their owne villany. 

What fliall I faye ? I greeue to thinke on mens hard happe, and Quidqmd 
womens vnkindneffe 3 the one nourilhing mifchiefe, and the other cuCpimus' 
perfewing, with deadly execution, the tormentes they fulpedte and ipsaque' 

, [fu]reni cura 

greeue at. I haue hard (euen of kinde gentlewomen reported, whoe [v]ooat : 

pauci Cq]uod 

haue beene ouer vexed with the fulpitious conceiptes of ielious singt] 
hufbandes) that their flaunderous thoughtes ^concerning the fufpedted amand 
crimes, did not fo much aggrauate their owne griefe (though it were 
intollerable), as the light therof did encreafe their wiues ioy and 
delight, onely pleafed with this fweet melody : That they knewe 
themfelues to bee molt conllant and faithfull, though fufpedted of the 
contrarye, and their hufbandes, defiring no more then conftancy, 
cannot content themfelues with their defired felicity, but greeue their 
own foules with triphells, and eate vppe their owne harts through 
fufpition of difloyalty, I would but demaund*what recompence a 
ielious man receiueth by all his trauell, or what little ioy he reapes by 
his miflruflfullnefre and continuall penfiuenelTe ? The loweft ebbe 
is counteruailed with as high a floode, and boyftrous flormes with 
calme wether 3 the glomefl daye maye darken the funne, but not 
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abate his pride ^ and as there are extreame droughtes, fo fomelimes 
falls the contrary by extraordinary tempefls. There is no fowre but 
may bee qualified with fweet potions, nor any doubtfull malady tha<- 
may not be allied with delightfdl muficke ^5 onely ielious thoughts 
with loue are vncurable, and that a corafiue moll dangerous to mens 
hartes. It is vaine to flriue againfl the llreame, and as foolifli to build 
caflels in the aire. He that thinketh to catch the aire in a bottle, 
deferueth to be laft at ; & he that would ty vp his wiues or frends 
honefty in a firing, to bee pitied: both follies fit for inno[c]ciits &: 
pra6lizes without end. I tiiiiike Fulcans lelofy prenailed him 
nothing, &: his catching of Marce k Venus in a purcenet as little, 
except a confirmation of his great grief, k an affured knowledg of 
his horned head, prouing a continuall badge of his infamy. The 
like followed many others fufpition, and the like will enfewe of fuch 
folly. Vulcan knewe that Mars was a copartner with him in Venus 
bofome. And he himfelfe could not but blufli when hee had 
wooed his owne fpoufe (the goddeffe of loue), in fleede of Bricerisj 
his beloaed paraniore. I knowe that euery one hath his faulte, and 
all deferue equall puniflimente j onely Rohin good fellow wilhes, that 
mens k womens prefumtions may be certaine, and that their fiifpedle 
may bee built on a fure ground. 

men would imitate the fame rule, to auoide lelofy, which 
Cicero hath fet dowiie in his Offices, as mofl requilite to maintaine a 
happy weale publike (alleaginge, it was the parte of ?nad men, to wijhc 
for a gloomy day when the fonne Jhlned mojl glorioujly ; or to dtfire 
warre and turmoyling troubles, when the common-wealth Jlouri/heth 
moJl happily through peace and tranquillity ; But, to alay hurhj 
burlies with councel, and to make warres ceafe by aduice, was greate 
wifedome,) — ^They would not encreafe their owne greefe and forrow : 
or rather, beeing at quiet, and obtaining the height ^ of pleafure by 
mutuall loue and afFe6tion> they woulde not (I fay) long after vnrefl, 
or purfue troubles, and continuall difquietnes, with might and maine, 
without meafure^ feeing the obtaining of their owne dcfire is a 
proofe of their misfortune, and the iudgemente after the verdidt of 
fuch a title, continual ffiame and infamy. The man is happy that 
is accounted happy, and none are richer then thofe that be fo 
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adiudged of. If, then, fame be fo fauourable as to reckon a beggar 
equall with a kinge, is not hee a foole which will himfelfe reprooue 
her of an vntrueth ? The prouerbe adiudges that an il bird which 
will defile his owne neft 5 ’ and is not he a bad cuckold, that will 
regifter himfelf one when the clarke hath left him out of fauour ? 

By how much it is better to be one, beeing accounted none, then to 
be none, and reputed one, — by fo much the more are they behold- 
inge to themfelues for the home that blowes their lelofy vntill it 
flames. An extraordinary fmoake breedes fufpedt of a hurtefiill fire, 
and many fparkes make men to wonder ^ yet the harme of both of 
them is preuented by care and diligence. 

I would but know the manne (femper excipio, the wittall) that 
would not be loath to be pointed at with a paire of homes, & yet I 
know very many, and haue hard of an innumerable company, that 
haue made the whole parrifhe, yea, the country, priuy to their mif- 
fortune by defarte of them. Well, then, hereafter if there be any 
that hath a tooting head, and would not haue it fene, let him keepe 
it fecretely to himfelfe, and make the beft of it. He goes farre that 
neuer turnes, and fhee is a diuell that will neuer ^ mende ) and fince the C* leaf e 3] 
diuell is good to fome body, let the ielious man make much of her, 
that the fhee diuell may bee good to him. 

Sorrow craues pitty, and fubmifEon deferues pardon. Hee is ouer Eiectitur 

tus voce r 

hard harted that will not be entreated, and diuelifh that cannot gante de 
forgiue. If, then, vpon penitent fubmiffion, a man fhalbe forced to 
receiue her into fauour that hath offended, will it not be fo much to 
his better contentmente, by how much a few are acquainted with the 
mifchiefe ? That grief is befl difgefted that briiiges not open fhame, 
but a fpightefull blow prooues a noted fcarre. But fuppofe the worfl 
that can happe, imagine fhee will neuer be good, building vpon the 
old fayinge : Shee that knowes where Chrijles crojfe Jiandes, will neuer Quo 
forget where great A dwels, — yet a man were better to bee troubled imbuta 

recens 

with a queane alone, then to bee forced to keepe both a queane and seruabit^ 
a knaue : for as the law grantes a deuorcement, fo is it requifite it Testa diu, 
fhoulde allow the woman mainetenance 5 and what fliall her knaue 
lacke that fhe hath ? Whofoeuer, therefore, that is bound to a bad 
bargaine, whereof comes two mifchiefes, either to keepe a queane or 

SHAKSPEBB’S BTOIiAND : TELL-TEOTH, 3 
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E duobM to parte with money, if he will follow Robin good fellpwes councel, 
nWmum est let him rather choofe to diet her in his owne lioufe, then to pay for 
eiriigendum. j^QQrd of her and her loner in a ftraiige place. 

But becaufe it is the beft labour to woorke the confufion of fuch 
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ail eiinimy as lelofy is, whofe company encreafeth multitudes of in- 
conueniences, My meaninge is to fet downe fome iieceffiiry Iielpes 
how fuch a mifchiefe may bee befl preiiented. And iirfl, I counce! 
euery one that is enfedted with fuch a plage to feeke to foreflall the 
daunger thereof, by kinde and gentle plaiRers. 1 meane, that iliec 
who hath a ielious huiband, fubiedl to the like iniirmities before 
mencioned, flioulde reclaime him by gentle vfage, and ouercomc his 
vaine fufpition with modeR behauiour, not vfmge any vnciuill tricke 
in difdainefull manner before his face, be haling the fame j or viing 
other fufpitious pradtifes, onely to crolfe him with them j and fo to 
carry themfelues in all places, and at all times, as they may neither 
giue caufe of oifence vnto them or of miRruft vnto others. The like 
meane ought to be executed by men, that they ouerlay not their 
[feare]Tull wiues, brauing them with difdainefall likelyhoodes of cliR 
lioneR behauiour, but that they diffiiade them from fufpition by the 
contraries, remoouing their ielious conceites by kindneffe and lonely 
dalliance. It is eafy to cure a greene wound, but the daunger of a 
feRred fore is niortalL The young tree will Roup, when the old 
Rirewd cannot bend ; and new conceites are caRy remoued, but 
engrauen thoughtes will not be rubbed forth \ and loue is of fo grcMt 
force, as he fooner ouercomes with a faire word, then his cnimye lhall 
conquere by all his forces. Howe happie is that common wealth 
where peace raigiieth, and that family which concord goucrncih, the 
one nouriRiing true amity amongR her fubiedtes, the other cftablidi- 
ing vanity betweene man and wife. 


What greater grief e then life with dif content ^ 
When dif content of want of loue aiifeth ? 

Loue hath no lacke, hut allway es lines contenty 
And any thing to pleafe his mind fifficeth ; 
Rich is true louey abounding fill with forcy 
The laclie whereof makes want a grieuous fore. 
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The fweete of hue doth yeeld fo fweete a tafiy 
As inixt with gall, he turtles the fewer to fweete 
By him is Jirength and hlejjed weale imlrqfl ; 

By him is harts-eafe gaind, and ioy mof greet 
Strong is true hue, whofe Jirength is kindly fet : 

To heape with fweete, that fewer his ioy ne let. 

The fport of hue is full of ioyfull fmiles, 

He cures all fores with one mojl kindejl falue ; 

A pleqflng kiffe his frowning rage leguiles. 

And one faire word his anger doth diffolue ; 

Pleafant is hue, he ioyes in weale and woe ; 

His rage with fmiles, his wroth with kijfes goe. 

^ Thus liueth loue^ and no otherwife fare they that be his followers 5 leaf E 4] 
they are neuer hart ficke, becaufe they neuer fufpedte ^ nor euer dif- 
pleafed, becaufe for that by themfelues they are not grieued. Who 
is more tormented then he that teares his owne flelh ? or who 
deferues more griefe^ tJien they that will not vfe the remedy ? To 
lock vp ones wife^ for fear of fparrow-blafting, dub himfelf a cuckould 
within an iron cage, and to feeke to ^ rule her by corredtion, when r® ori^r^ 

scclcc xs to 

he cannot gouerne himfelf with difcretion, is to gather a rod to beate toj 
his owne breeche. For whiles Ihe is lockte in her Ifudie, her mind 
hath the more liberty to inuent a fit reuenge againfi: her going te™iice?° 
abroad. What is it they cannot effedjte, if they haue a will therevnto ? ciaudas 
And what woman is there that lines without a meanes to repave a e[x]ciitsis, 

int[usj 

good turne, or to requite a bad ? Vfe them, therefore, well, is the 
wifefi: way to line quietly 5 to loue them entirely, the onely meanes to . 

bee long happy. vuitus[que] 

If £he meanes to deceiue thee, her inueiition is hard to be pre- 

^ Centuw 

uented, for, watch her neuer fo narrowly, Ihe will finde a time to fron[-]te 

occulos, 

performe her knauery. The filiefi: creatures are fildome catcht in centum cer[-] 

^ •' uice gere* 

ordinary trappes : and can women want wit to fruftrate a common & 
fiale ? If it wer pofiible to know their thoughts, it were likely their 
pradtifes might be hindered 3 but as long as fecreta mihi raignes, the 
rains of their liberty are at their own pleafures. And I thinke men 
are befi: at eafe when they are fo pleafed, — at leafi, wife men are, or 
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iliould be, feeing their contentment iianges in their wills. For what 
houfe is in quiet where the goodwile is out of patience ? If the maifler 
bee angrjq the fault onely lies on the miftriffe her necke^ but be Ihe 
moued, about goes the maides, away runne the menne, and I make 
a doubt whether her huiband dares to out hand her. I am allured 
fliee will out chide him. Flatery is a fweet baite, and kiiidnclle a 
Quod licet wholefome potion 5 & nothing more then viilaw Mines, enticelii vs 
“trquSi vnto lewdnelfe. The delighte of fweete is taken away by furiiling 

non licet /' i • 's mi 

acriu^viit. of fuggar^ but wlio by nature is not deiiroiis or nouelties ? Iherc 
would not fo many purcafe Tiborne, vnlelTe there were a Bull to 
[I leaf E 4, hange them 3 nor fo many yeeld vppe * the polTelEon of their garmeiiies 
[Fie'citimur to the haiigmcn, were ther not a lawe to coiidemne them* And I 
warrant you, there would be fewer homed heads, if ielious liartes 
[qS^negata Were fcaiitcr, wherby the pradtife of watching might decay. Who 

^cu^i psc* 

care Liic]et, knowes liberty better then they that bane beene in bondage ? And 
Cmi]nusC.] whoe, for the moh parte, vfeth it worle then they that knowe it 

ipsa 

[po]testas bell ? A mind ouerladed with ioy, commit telh manye errours in his 

se[jn]ina 

nequiLgj^r^ loUty 3 & a liaile prelfed downe with forrowe, thinkes of manye mit- 
faeik chiefes. Extreames are neuer good : and howe can one fooner fail 
into them, then being made acquainted with one of them ? Hauing 
beene in the dungion of clifeontent, and being fet free to range at 
our pleafure, we thinke we are neuer at the terril of delight, before, 
with Quids builders, wee touch the heauens, fo imperfedl is our 
nature. 


O'vtinam Perfwalions are of great force to moue women, whofe harts, 

[aliguerem 

Mcjc^tnoii though moll tender, withlland nothing more then crabbed vfage. 
M?mi[s> them, and they will fweare conhancy vnto you 5 and 

Waiuboiia perchaiice they make feme ouerllip by their deferuing Jelofy, yet 
causa mea g^ow iiot llraight collcricke, but fay your patcrnoller before you 


reprehend them for it 3 in which time, which is as fmall as may be* 

Per vene- you Ihall, by tempering your wit with wifdome, linde fo tradable a 

pueriqcuej medicine to drawe her from a fecond fault, as her pciiitencic will lake 

volatihs ar- p , , . 

cus: menpn away all lulpitioii 01 lixpocncie. Say but you are furrow full to hcarc 

admissi cri- , 

minis esse it. Or ahiamcd to fee it, and, of my word, her next lluill be an olh 
neuer to commit the like folly. What a cheape fiihpena is this to 
drawe an anfwere from the confcience ! When, paraclucntnre, to 
deale other wife, would come to neede a writ of rebellion. There is 
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no alTurance better then that which is made with a fate confcience 5 
and no man flands on a better ground^, then he that bnildes on his 
wines word. If fhe Ipeaks it^ why fhould we not rather beliene her, 
then an other that fhould report no more vnto vs ? Oh, I knowe 
what you will fay, becaufe flie fpeakes in her owne defence 3 and maye 
not the other flaunder vppon a malicious will ? What will not the 
diuell doe for aduauntage, and what can hee. doe without his inftru- 
mentes ? To bee too too cruell ^ breedes repentaunce, as well as care- sig. F] 
leffenes forerunnes forrow. When tender droppes will pearce the 
dint, the hard dele is vnnecefTarye 5 and where good counfell will cor- 
redte, a rod were better awaye then prefent. They fay that ouer- 
awing makes fooles, and what will they let to doe ? It is as hard to 
get any good out of them that are witleffe, as to force water out of 
a flint 5 and yet I fay not but that good may be gotten of them 3 but 
with it, I afErme it mud be by kind meanes. Fy,fy,fweete hart, Hsec tibco 
what lofe trlclies are thefe ! or what immodifty will this he accounted! meai[m], 

__ mihi sunt 

Will drike fo deepely into a reformatiue confcience, as there fliall communia 

tecum : in 

not neede out vpon thee, with fome beadlv tearme of a brutifli t>ona cur 

quisquam 

toung for a whit of corredtion. And they will driue an obe- temus ista 
dient wife to fuch contrition, as there fhall be no thought of an 
vnkind extrution, either of her out of dores, or of her good name and 
fame from it wonted reputaation. Why is the hufbaiid called his 
wines good-maniie, but becaufe hee ought to be a meane to with- 
draw her from fuch imperfedtions as nature hath left in her ? He, in 
my iudgement, can be but a bad common wealthes man which is an 
ill hufband, for, looke what ill fafliions raigne vncorredted at home, 
the like inormities fhould red in his forrain charge. For who knowes 
not that we haue the greated care (if we haue any at al) of thofe 
things which are neared vnto our felues ? and why may not I afBrme 
that fuch a one will refpedle little a common profitte, when hee 
regards fo lightly his owne priuate wellfare ? Oh, I woulde Robin 
might be tedious, not troublefome, hee would then endeauor a 
further probability of the ielious mans folly, but fearing he hath 
offended too too much already, hee will euen but Ihut vppe his 
remnant breefely. 

The fweeteji flower whofe flauLk fliarpe prickles gard, 

Yeeldes pleafa?it fenty through care, without annoy : 
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The Goosheryj, with hurtfull bujhes ward. 

Surrenders vp it felfe, through care to toy. 

The rammijh hauhe is tamd hy car ef nil heed. 

And will he brought to Jloope vnto the lewre ; 

The ferceji Lyon will requite a deed 
Of curtefe, with kmdne^ffe to endure. 

What fiJJi fo proud as doth difdaine a haite ? 

Nor Jjfh, heojl, Joule, nor fruit, hut takes the mate. 

Then Jince that care fpeedes beji with curtejie, 

Jfe care and kindnejje to mate lelofy. 

s is Robins couiifell^ a foueraigne oyle of experience to drawe 
away the droppinges of lelofyes nofe, that fo much anoyes the 
amicaf paticiits harte. Which, muft be wrought mod: gently, laboured with 
So^[du]ra: the perfwafioiis of reafon, the effede wherof, I warrant you, wil proue 
mitis Lerijt. fo profitable, as either he will be freed from noyfomnes,^ or hauc his 
noys^mesl out of ioyiit. Couetuoufnes is a peftelent help to Icloly ^ 

for how can he that hath fet al his loue on his money, be drawn to 
bedow part thereof on his wife? No, of my credit, he that hath 
crept into that vaine, hath fo far crawled from honedy, as hee cares 
not what iniury hee doth. He knowes that loue will afice cod ; and 
why doth he loue the diuell, but to faue charges ? For could he I)e 
contented to doe good, as he is forward to worke mifehiefe, he would 
deale with loue better then to locke him vp in his coders. Oh, it is 
a fweete thing to him to diue vppe to the clbowe in a bagge, while 
the kind man bedowes his time in kifies. But lot the other be 
alTured, that whiled this inioyes paradice, he lliall be drilling to patfe 
through the eie of an nedle, which dial I prone vnpoflible. It is a 
gay thing to come to dignity, but it is a more benificiall thinge to vfe 
honedy 5 but whye doe I talke of honedy to them that ncucr meant 
to enter eternity ? Surely for no other caufe, but for that Robin, 
knowinge the dauerye that is prepared for you, is moued to pi tty, and 
could widi you had care to preuentc the punithment of the cormor- 
antes dungion. But I care not howe little honedy you haue, fo you 
diuniie lelofy, for I onely harpe on that dring at this prefent, which 
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I fay cannot bee a^voided without the entertainment of loue, who will 
fooiie thrufl him headlong betides his potTetiion. 

Omnia vincit Amor^ et nos cedamus amori. The patiions of loue 
are fo paffing kiiide, as they fubdewe wherefoeuer they become, yea, 
atfuredly they will either conquere or kill 3 and becaufe life is motl 
fweete, we will rather yeeld to a£Fe6tion then die for lelofy. Loue is 
a pleafmg gout, which will fuffer vs no more to be milled by'Vnretl, 
then the tormenting gout wil giue his patientes leaue to red: while 
the paine is vnceating. And fuch a hartie droptie is he, as he fwels 
his criples affedions with fo great kindnetfe, as they ting no fong, but 
Ah, I loue. He is a nettle that Hinges the hart with continuall plea- 
furej and that babie which lodges in womens and mens eies, on 
whorae none thall fix the fancy kindly, that tliall not be tlroken with 
a darte of confiauncy 3 hee is the greening woe that breedes continuall 
ioy, the fond conceipt that fallens faithful thoughts in his place, and 
that euill that reapes eternall good. To rehearfe her qualities, were 
a new worke for Robin-good-fellow, and to followe his properties, 
not a labour without profit. But his chiefeH qualitie ^ is to be kind 
and his next to be conllant 3 he euer forgiues, and Hill forgetes faultes. 

He delightes not in breed-bates, nor doth he glory in the quarrells 
deereft frendes, but all his actions are faithfull, and all his thoughtes pacemCque] 
frutfulL Dandill him, and he will fporte thee 3 fet him in thy lappe, \?oris. qua 
and hee will comfort thy hart 3 Speake him faire, and hee will kilfe 
thee kindly 3 like him onely, & he will loue thee euer. He neuer is 
hally, but hee repentes thereof prefently, paying lor euery vnkinde 
worde a forrowfull hei ho. As he will be foone angry, fo is hee 
firaight pleafed, & therfore was he fained to be little in being neuer 
long troubled with extreames. But there is a certaine madnefie 
which men call loue, the fame prouing fo great fondnelfe, as euery 
frowne of a millrilfe makes fome melancholy a quarter after, and to 
match that, is fooliih dotage fet, both fo hot pafiions for a while, as 
they proue in the end to be loues greatefi: enimy, euen pefielent 
lelofy. The one will die if hee hath not his longing 3 as for the other 
(for that hee is more craftie), hee hath ^many fubtill meaiies tocssig, F2, 
obtaine his defire 3 yet both of them are fo far from reafon, as they Catck word 

man] 

hurt themfelues willingly, Nowe, to iudge howe kind they will be 
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to others, that he fo crabbed to themfelues, Robin leaues that to com- 
mon reafon. Yet becaiife thefe two extreames, namely, mad fondneffe 
and dottage, are the onely meanes to helpe lelofy, I will bee bould a 
little to touch them. 

The extraordinary conceipt of obtained curtify, moues fuch a 
liking in the oner paffionate loner, as all his Tences are onely tied to 
one obie6t, & his whol hart dedicated to that faint, the foie miftriffe 
of his hart. As the extremity which tormentes him, is eafed with 
nought except what comes from her kindiiefle, fo his mad fittes, once 
crolTed with difcourtehe, breed that vncurable melancholy, which 
m meane deadly grife and vntimely death do followe. But both of them being 
ShyrfspJjit perchauce ftroken with the felfe fame arrowe, iliot from the vm- 
Cio]ue. pertiall blind boy his bowe, are rauilhed with the delighte they 
conceiue the one from the other, their thoughtes beeing heaueiily, 
becaufe true to each other, and their true lone vowed to eternity, 
manifefted by no fmall fanours. Which happily euery day more and 
more encreafing frendlhip, remaines to both with wilhed content- 
ment, vntill vnhappily, lelofy (the profelTed enimye to loners prof- 
perity) picketh a qnarrell with one or both, by falfe vnconRancy. 
Then beginnes our hot lone to turne to burning coles, prouing fuch 
[Plinguis fondnelle, as wee fufpe6te our owne fiiadowes. Wee gorge our felues 

a[ni]or 

iiimiu?«Cq]ue fo viireafoiiably with the delight of our faintes beautie, as wee call 

patenSj [in] 

tasdia vppe the hope of their faithfullnelfe. We wil make them faintes, 

iio[b3is 

and thinke them diuells, louing them fo entirely, as our ouer much 
makes them vnhappy. Wee doe fet them vp in vndecent brauery, 
nocet. j them out with fooliili praifes 5 yet, iliould any Grangers (though 

of the familiars forte) feeme to fue to them, — nay, I may trucly fay, 
fpeake to them, it may bee the better for the men, but bee allured it 
lliall bee the worfe for the women. And now comes in diliimulalion, 
by which we moll: pradife to vfc them kindly, whome wee hate 
deadly j to fpeake them faire to their faces, whome wee curfe behind 
P sig. F3] their backs, ’ and to feede them with dainties, whom wee could wilh 
poifoned. After the felfe fame manner fare our wiues : they haiie a 
kinde dinner and a crabbed flipper, fweete meate with fewer fiwcc, 
and a pleafaunt drinke with a poifoned potion j fo foncle extreames 
falling one on the others backe, as in a moment wee will vfc them 
like Goddilfes (if we doe not confelTe vnto them, they are no kdfe 
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vnto vs), and no otlierwife then diuels, fwering now we hate them o facies & 

oculos na[t 

mod: deadly, whome euen now wee protefted to lone mod: diuinely ^ tenere 
fuche monflrous vnconflancy dooth this fondnedfe nourifh. Neither 
lhall thefe trickes be extraordinary once in feauen yeares, but I would 
Robin could not avow that he hath feene them perfourmed on[c]e euery 
day in many places. Well, I will leaue them to their amendes, and 
touche as briefly the dotor. 

Who, after a little pampering (hauing perchance had his liberty 
in good padnire for halfe a yeare^ without exercife), doth grow fo 
frollicke, as he thinkes himfelf as youthfull as the yonged: nagge, 
though he hath as many difeafes as a iade can haue. In this brauery 
hee mud: bee furnifhed with a gay faddell, and none vnder a ladye 
maye ferue his tourne 3 I meane, while his prouender prickes, he wilbe 
fo lufty, as hee thinkes no woman too yong for him. In which 
vaine, beeing thus couragious, hee fpendes franckly, and fettes him- 
felfe foorth in the braueft manner, fo that by his hope, quid non 
aurum ? he will hap vppon fo vnequall a match (by pradtife prooued), 
as after one nights iourney, he begins to be iadiflily tired, euery day 
after growing miilruflfull. So that as his mond:rous defire hath bene 
the meane to ioyne himfelfe with fuche inequallity, fo fliall his 
knowne cold courage and her youthfull yeares be a line to leade 
him to lelofy, Whofe perfuafions as yet haue taken fuch defired efledt, 
as at this time, where loue feekes to builde his kingdome, this his 
ennimy (I meane lelofy) neuer furceafeth from armes vn till he hath 
loue out by the eares, being d:ill accompanied with like bats, Sr 
alwaies followed by vnhappy difcontentment. His profperity, gener- 
ally allowed off in mens conceits, is greedely followed by their vncon- 
fiant hartes, which loue nothinge that ^ is eternall, nor like of any sig. F 3, 
loue but what wil alter dayly. And becaufe I haue entred fo farre 
into the gouernement of lelofy, I will prefume to wade a little 
further into his kingdome. 

In the countrey of Euery-place he raigneth, a ruler as pernitious 
as mightye, and more mightye then either vertuous or peaceable. As 
his kingdome is large, fo his fubiedles are many, his land beeing 
inhabited by people no lefiTe vnruely then himfelfe, and his right 
mainetained by make-bates that neuer are fatiffied, vntill their owne 
bloud hath raunfomed the delight of their defired death. Manye are 
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ill's aduerfaries^ and more his freendes, euery difpolition drawne to 
follow his humours, and defirous of his eiitertainemeiit, by reafoii his 
a6lions feeme pleating, and his caufe righte and profitable. His 
regimente is well firengthned by force of men, hauing fironge 
holdes, feeming no lefie delightfull in fiiow, though by experience it 
prooues mofir fruitlefie and barren. His chiefefi: citty and feat of 
pleafure (accompted of his fubiedtes the feconde Parradife) ftandes on 
the top of a high hill, called Miftruftfullnefie, at foote whereof run- 
neth the fwift riuer Vnconfiancy, hauinge this effedte in operation, 
that whofoeuer inbathe therafelues therein, finde continuall altera- 
tions in their harts before fetled, and now tormented with variable 
thoughtes. In this fireame are manye fandy lliallowes, and as many 
daungerous holes, both continually vfed and frequented vnto, as well 
by the inhabitantes of that citie, as alfo by all fuch who chaunce to 
trauell that way. This citty hath his name ‘’Light of loue’ maine- 
teined by elders, whoe are eledted, not for their wealth and wit, as in 
other countries, but for their envy and foolilhnefie. Their common 
trafficke is Exchaunge of Louej and their profites, Difquielneire and 
Hate. The fruite that delighte[t]ii their appetites, is Faith-kdic 
Fancies; and the meates they feede on. Care Sc Vnrefi. The fporlcs 
they ioy in, are continuall brawles, and the walkes they take pleafure 
in watching, and hope of finding. All their triumphes are Con- 
trouerfies in law, and all their turnies, for broken pates, with faggot 
fiickes ; their feafi: day is repentaunce, and Death their Saboath, 

[I leaf F 4] ^ This citie bearing the chiefe fwaie for vnrulineirc, hath fo di I perfed 

her inhabitaunce into the other partes of the cuntrey, as, for the moll 
part, there is neuer a cottage in lelofyes common wealth, but harbours 
iourney men as bad as their maifters in condition. His houldes and 
caflels are both fironge and many, being fortified with deepe cail- 
rauelinges, and furnifiied with all kindes of ingions fit for warre. 
Theire artillery for defence, fo wel placed on the battlements of their 
towers, as they wonderfully and daungeroullye annoye their ennemy. 
Curfes and Banninges are the leafi: fiiot they carry, and a thoufande 
bitter wordes will do no more then charge one of them. The naUires 
of thefe people are variable, and they, beinge for the mofl parte falfc 
harted, are likewife defirous ftill of new freends. The entertei mo- 
ment they will giue firangers is verye good, but the vfage of their 
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freiides and familiars, efpecially of their wines (as yon hane hard 
already), is generally too too bad. They, alltogether reiedting reafon, 
performe ralhly what fo euer they thinke, and effedte diuelifhly what 
fo ener they pradtife. Their wills are their iawe, and fuipedte their 
iudge, their iudgments being as lawlefle as their lawe is wanting 
reafon and difcretion. They bandy honefty as a tennis-ball, and play 
with good report, as a childe doth with an apple, — the one not being 
in quiet vntill it bee eaten, & the other neuer fatisfyed vntill their 
good hope be quite extingnifhed. The bufy Ape comes not to fo 
many hirowde turnes by his vnhappye trickes, as they come vnto 
mifchiefe by their troublefome difpohtions ^ nor doth he deferue fo 
much the whip to keepe him in awe, as they merrit the halter for 
bringing fo many vnto mifery. For if the law rewards him with a 
halfe penny corde, that doth rob a Granger of thirteene pence halfe 
penny, I knowe no reafon howe they can bee accompted lelTe then 
theeues, that either robbe their neighbours, or fpoile themfelues of 
their good names. He that killes himfelf, lhalbe buried by the law 
in the commons 3 and why fhoulde not he be intoombed vnder the 
gallowes, that not onelye cuttes his owne throate, hafling thereby 
to the diuell, but cuts his wiues alfo, toling her thither for company ? 

^ Ah f foueraigjie loue^ whofe fweetnejfe falues the fotvre, [ileafF4, 

° 7*7 back] 

And cures the woundes of euery dying hart : 

Thou kilji hy Mndnejfe^ if thou kil/i; No lowre 

Ads greater grief e to them that feele thy fmarte. 

Thou countes it paine enough, hy proofe tofinde. 

How two kind hartes may fqft remaine in one. 

Thy captlue hounds make hut a conjlant mind. 

And all thy warre is for long Peace alone. 

Thou ties the mmd, and lets their handes goe free : 

Thou woundes the hart, and neuer hurtes the Jkiniie : 

Thy viBory is, loue for tone to fee : 

Thy greatef conquef, where there is leaftjinne, 

Ah,fweetefl loue, thou wounds to cure for aye, 

Whofe fiarpe Jhort-night^ procures afweete long-day, 

shor-nitght] 

Such is loues enuy, and himfelfe no worfe an ennemy 3 hee fightes 
flrongly, but to free euerlaflingly 3 he torraentes happily, and cheereth 
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frowardly , and both his fmiles & frownes are fo equally tempered^ as 
his pleating mixture makes a perfe61: medley^ which yeelds moil 
melodious contlancy. One loue and one life tliall knit fo perfcdt a 
knott of amity^ as one death iliall ende both their ioyes and miferies. 
Her loue fhalbe his life, and his life her loue, lliee tliall endure no 
torment without his torture, nor tliall he futfer any extreamity with- 
out her agony. His tickenetle fhalbe her forrow, and her griefe 
woorfe then his deathes wound. Their care flialbe to encreafc each- 
others hartes-eafe j and their tlrifes, which of them tliall cxceede the 
one the other in courtety. Their dalliaunce lhail bee rewarded with 
darlinges, whofe fweete fanoured faces tlial be continuall pledges of 
their faithfuil kindnetle. The daughters thalbee like to their fatliers, 
and the fonnes haue the countenances of their mothers. Their 
encreafe fhalbe multiplied, their fubftance doubled and trebled, till it 
come to aboundance, lining fo longe as three folde gene-ralions tliall 
make ioyfull great grand-mothers, and degrees of honour make happy 
pofterities. They thall adde fo great a bletling to their tlore, as time 
thall not take away the memory of them, nor tame futfer their 
antiquitye euer to die. A woor[l]d thall ende with their lionour, 
neither thall that world decay vntill their dignity be regillred in the 
true cronicles of eternity. 

Thus tliall loues followers be thrife happy, and thus Robin 
goodfellowes well-willers, in imitating his care, bee manifoldc 
bletfed. They tliall liaue their hartes detire, and I 
my wiflie, which I pray may happen to 
both our conteiitmenles 3 and 
fo, farewell. 

^ A good deal of the Latin side-notes comes from Ovid’s Amores, book 3, 
elegy 4, — W. C« 
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^ To the Gentlewomen and others of England. 

Ourtious and lonely Dames^ fome, to winne your fanour, 
prouid fache coftly giftes as may befeeme your accept- 
ance I and others^ fo rare deuifes as a yeares tranell hath 
purchafed 3 but Tell troth, though as feruiceable as they 
which are moh paflionate, and as amorous as who exceedes in 
affedlion, hath only bought for you a dramme of wit, amounting to 
fower pennye charges to paffe for a new-yeares gift. The dedication 
whereo:^ I haue rather fubiedled to your curteiie, then to mens 
patrocinie 3 for that your felues, being of the pureh mettall, and 
hauing your hartes framed of the kindeft moule, will be both more 
ready to defend our good meanings, and willing to hinder that 
hagges proceedings, your wills will be leaH followed, and therefore 
your wits muft be mod vfed 3 wherby you, whofe fweete flowing 
tounges charme more then the Orphean muficke, mud draine your 
melodious notes to that heigh[t], as by your fingularitie you may make 
lelofie afliamed, Sr by folemme vowes, breake the necke of fufpition. 

You mud difwade with wordes, and perfwade by moded behauiour, 
confounding by wit, and confirming with difcretion 3 Following 
Robins rules to preuent the diuells pradfife, and making much of 
loue, to withdand lelodes councelL And for that Tell troth tells the 
truth, which by triall you mud proue, vfe Robins falue to heale your 
fore, and performe his will to inioy your w^eale, whereby your con- 
firmation may approue his cunning, and allowe my perfumption in a 
2 greater matter. Robin hath here but onely touched that generall leaf G 2 r 

^ ° the hack of 

knowne eniraie to a quiet life 3 but hee meanes, by your further 

^ blank. ] 

fauourable protedhion, fhortly to arme you againd many pettie 
aduerfaries, which worke againd loues welfare. If, in the meane 
time, your good reportes knocke downe the bufie carppers, itfhall bee 
a fufBcient fpurre to make both Robins wit and my pen to triumph 
in fpite of them, which fliall, by wading further to anger them, light 
into that vaine which will better content you. Viitill which time 
(becaufe I would not be tedious) I will leaue you, fubmitting the 
wifh of your welfare to the pleafure of your owne wills. 

^ Yours, as he hath euer beene. 

Tell troth. 
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[Mr H. C. Levander has kindly identified the side-notes of Tell-Troth by 
means of his Ovid Index, and copied them out as follows : — 

Quo tibi formosam, si non nisi casta placebat? 

Non possiint ullis ista coire modis. — Ovid. III. Am. IV. 41, 
Indignere licet ; jiivat inconcessa voluptas 

Sola placet, Timeo, dicere si qua potest. — III. Am. IV. 31. 
Quicquid servatur, cupimus magis ; ipsaque furem 

Cura vocat : pauci, quod shut alter, amant. — III. Am. IV, 25 
•Ferreus est, nimiumque suo favet ille dolori, 

Cui petitur victa palma cruenta rea. — II. Am. V. ii. 

Flectitur iratus voce rogante deus. — Art. Am. I. 442. 

Quo semel est iinbuta recens servabit odorem 
Testa diu. — Horace, Epist. I. ii. 69. 

[ ... ex malis eligere minima oportere .... Cic. de Off. III. i. 3 ] 
* Obsequium tigresque domat timidosqu^ leones. 

Ov. Art. Am, II. 1S3. 

Flectitur obsequio curvatus ab arbore ramus. 

Franges, si vires experiare tuas. — Art. Am. II, 179. 

Nec mentem servare potes, licet omnia claudas 

Omnibus exclusis intus adulter erit. — III. Am. IV. 7 * 

Si sapis, indulge dominae ; vultusque severos 
Exue. — III. Am. IV. 43. 

Centum fronte oculos, centum cervice gerebat 

Argus : et hos unus saepe fefellit Amor. — III. Am. IV. 19. 

Quod licet, ingratum est ; quod non licet, acrius urit : 

II. Am. XTX. 3. 

Nitimur in vetitum semper, cupimusque negata. — III. Am. IV, 17. 
Cui peccare licet, peccat minus : ipsa potestas 

Semina nequitiae languidiora facit. — III. Am. IV. 9. 

O utinam arguerem sic, ut non vincere possem ! 

Me miseriim ! quare tam bona causa mea est ? — II, Am. V. 7. 

Per Venerem juro, pueiique volatilis arcus, 

Me non admissi criminis essereum. — II. Am. VII. 27, 

Flaec tibi stent mecum, mihi sunt communia tecum : 

In bona cur quisquam lertius ista venit ? — II. Am. V. 31. 

Si nec blanda satis, nec erit tibi comis arnica ; 

Perfer, et obdura ; poslmodo mitis erit. — Art. Am. II. 177. 

Desine (crede mihi) vitia hritare vetando ; 

Obsequio vinces aptius ipse two , — HI. Am. IV. II, 

En ego confiteor ; tua sum nova praeda, Cupido : 

Porrigimus victas ad tua vincla manus. — I. Am, II, 1 9. 

Blanditiae comites tibi erunt, Teryon\\x.Qy Furorque, 

Assidue partes turba secutatuas. — L Am. II. 35, 

His tu militibus superas hominesque Dcosque. — 1 . Am. IT, 37. 

Nil oi>us est bello : pacem vcniamque rogamiis — I. Am. II, 21. 
Pinguis amor, nimiumque patens, in taedia nobis 

Vertitur; et stomacho, dulcis ut esca, nocet— -II. Am. XIX, 25, 

O facies oculos nata tenere meos ! — TI. Am. XVII, 12. 

Non mihi mille placent : non sum desullor Amoris ; 

Tu mihi (si qua fides) cura perennis eris. 

Tecum, quos dederint annos mihi fiki Sororum, 

Yivere contingat ; teque dolente mori. — I. Am. III. 15.] 


* There are several various readings of the ^ords in Italics. 
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[sig. A 2 j 


T o the Gentlewomen and others 

of England. 

Nee mere (mofi: beautiful damfels) I am bold to prefume 
of your wonted fauour, thereby being lead to a perform- 
ance of a vowed duetie : where a kinde zeale bindeth to 
offer the acceptance of a feruiceable good will, there a 
careful 1 feare that forewarneth to incurre the hazard of offence, 
maketh the hart to flagger betweene hope and defpairej hoping 
through the kindenes of your gentle difpolitions, to obtaine a defence 
againft iniurious cauillers, and fearing by an ouer-bolde prefumption, 
to offer offence to the affable fweetenes of your foueraigne curtefie. 

But feeing my defire to bee pofleffed of the better cordiall, makes me 
hart-flrong to fuppe of that potion which is likefl to lengthen my 
welfare, the fame being an affured confidence of your continuall 
carefulnes, in fhrowding with your affedlion the flender fubflance of 
my humorous Morrice. 

It is not long fince, for TeUtroths Newyeeres-gift, I prefented 
vnto your liking Rolin good-fellow his newes, with his iniiedliue 
againfl Loues mofi: iniurious enemie, leloufie 5 which, though it was 
a token to gratifie the day, yet, if with indifferent iudgement, the 
matter therein contained be confidered of, I doubt not, though it was 
a New-yeeres day toy, it may prone a many yeeres helpe to hinder 
that hagges enterprifes. The worke tooke his title according to the 
time of his creation ^5 but fhall Robins preferipf-^ions be followed ? [I orz^. crea* 
the patients maladie fhall continually finde it a gifte to fignifie the [2 pt- 
®good beginning, and profperous proceeding of many new yeeres vnlo ^ 
them. But now to fend Tell-troth packing, Honefie hath thrall: 
himfelfe into your fefuice, who, though at the firfl fight he may 
feeme a crabbed companion, yet let me befeech you to flay your 
SHAKSPEBB’S BHOLAND : TELL-TBOTH, 4 





5 ° 


The Epistle. 

cenfure til 70U hane throughly tryed what is in him 5 and if then he 
Ihewes not himfelfe a diligent pleafer of your immortal vertues, 
memorize in the Cronicles of Difdaine the fame of that runnagate 
iimplicitie^ and let me,, for his faulte, be banitlied from your good 
thoughts to euerlafling ignominie. 

I was rather dehrous to trauel altogether inuilible, then to liaiic 
had a title which might giue light to the vndertlaiiding of me your 
viiworthie profeffed Author 5 but iince the higher powers denic me 
that priuiledge, I am content to fubiedl my felf to the apinioxis of 
courteous difpohtions ^ beteeching you to beare with my vaine^ for 
that the vanitie of this age regardes no other 5 nor would any be con- 
tent to heare of faultes, vnleile they be tolde them in meriment, I 
protefl there is nothing tcandalous therein, nor which is ment to oHcr 
iniuty to any 5 onely my purpofe is, that if you fhould know any like 
vnto any of thofe in difpolition, that either you forewarne them ihotc 
monflrous iniurious vices, or accompt of them as peftilent fooliidi 
wretches. To fhun tedioufnes, I commit my iiatention to your 
milticall conlideration, my woorke to your courteous prote6tion> 
my lelfe to your fauourable opinions, and your 
facred felues to the heauens 
tuition. 

Yours in ferutce and aJfeSiion 
mojl loyally A, 
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THE PASSIONATE^ 

Morrice. 


[I ong. 

PASSOIN- 

ATE] 


N the moneth of March, a time as fit for wooing, as May 
is pleafant to fporte in, Honejiie trauelling, as his 
cufiome is, to fearch fuch comers as good fellowfhip 
hannteth, it was my hap, comming into Hogfden, to light 
vpoii a houfe, wherein were met fuch a troupe of louers, as, had not 
the hall been wondrous bigge, a multitude fiiould haue been forced 
to fiand without dores. Yet, though the roume was fo fpatious, as an 
armie might haue lodged therein without pefierment, notwithfiand- 
ing it was fo well filled at this inftant, as all the place Honejiie could 
get amongfi: them was, to fit on the rafters on the top of the houfe, 
which fitted befi: my humour, that defires rather to fee then to be 
feene. There, feated in my Maieftie (as ready to heare newes, as the 
pickthanke is forward to tell newes), I might eafely perceaue my 
louers mated, as if they ment to make Marche birds, euery man 
hauing his fweete hart, and euery couple their corner. There were 
of all fortes, and in many manners forted, — fome batchelers fewed to 
widdowes, others to maides , widdowers likewife wooed fome maides, 
and otherfome, widdowes 3 there was age and youth coupled together, 
equalitie of yeares courting each other, and diuerfity of difpofitions, 
arguing to make a fympathie. 

^ Amongfi; them I lent my eares firfi: to a couple that had chofen ^ sg. B, 
forth the moft fecret corner in the houfe, which were not worft fitted 
for yeares 3 for it was a youth of three and twentie, that had matched 
himfelfe with a maide of eighteene3 hee, holding her vpon his knee, 
with his right hand clafping hers, & his left about her middle, made 
many proffers to win her fauour, and breathed many fighes to fliew 
his loue3 he vowed conftancie with proteflations, and confirmed with 
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©thes the pleadge of his loyaltie ^ he fhewed her how long he had 
loued her before he durft tel her of his atFecStion^ how many iournies 
he had made with lolTe of labour, and how many complaintes to the 
God of Loue^ not finding any remedie, Hee made her priuie to the 
many houres he had at fundrie times fpent in watching to haue a 
fight of her, Ihewing vnto her how ioyfull he were, bad he, per- 
chance, but feene any creature belonging to her fathers houfe, yea, 
were it but the little dog that turned the fpit. ^ Many times (quotlfe 
he) haue I lookt vp to the windov/e, imagining I haue feene i by 
pidlure engrauen in the glafie, when, with long gafiiig to viewe the 
true portrature thereof^ I haue at lafi: recalled my felfe, by lefiing niy 
foule fee how mine eyes were deceiued, in expedliog that true forme 
from the glafie, which was onely pidtured in my heart. Then would 
I forrowe to my felfe^ and power forth fuch paffions into the ay re, as 
my heart, being ouer loaded with the extremitie they would force, 
would confiraiue me to fit downe, ending my fpeecl^c with fuch 
fighes, as my breathed forrowe would no leife darken the ayre, then 
a millie fogge doth obfeure the fitie. But at lafi, corauiing to my 
felfe, I would returne home, locking vp my felfe within my 
lodging, a clofe prifoner by the commandeme^zt of lone j where, 
to pafie away the time, I would write paffionate lines, amorous 
ditties, pleafing fancies, pleafant ronddelaies, and dolefull drerelnyes. 
Now would I thinke to winne thee by letters } anon I thought it 
better to pen fpeeches ) but fuddainely, both mill iking mee, I would 
psig. B23 throwe ^ my felfe vppon the bed, fo long thinking which way to 
obtaine thee, as in the end I fliould fall into a {lumber. Yet, aniidil 
my refi, my tboughtes concerning thee were reftles 3 For then Ihould 
I dreame fometlmes thou fpakefi me faire, repaying my kindencs with 
fweete kifies, granting my requefis, and forward to doe my will j l)nt 
awaking from forth that foucraigne clufion, looking to findi^ lhec% I 
fhould feele the bed-poaftes, that hard hap, turning my glad heart to 
a new bread forrow, which was the more painefull, by how inueli 
my dreame was pleafmgj at another time, I flioiikl tliinke, that firing 
to thee for fauour, thou wouldeft beftowe frovvnes, & my 

feruice, thou wouldfi offer fivornes. If 1 lighed, thou wouldfl fnrilo, 
laughing at my teares, and ioying at my griefe, requiting ctiery kindii 
demaiide with fo cruell anfwers, as if thy bitter words could not force 
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me to leaue my fuite, thy -flcornefull farewels fhould fruftrate my wil j 
offering to touch thine hani mee thought thou profereds[t] thy foote, 
and ftouping to catch that, being glad of any thing, thou wouldfl: in 
a rage ding from me, and ieaue the doore barred againfi: me. There 
Ihould I fit till my teeth chattered in my head, and my heart aked in 
my beilie 5 then fliould I fhake for colde, and figh for forrowe ^ when, 
thinking to knock my legges againft the ground to get heate, I 
fliould kick al the cloathes off me, being in the end condrained to 
awake through colde. At what time that colde fare would better 
content me, then the former flattering cheare did pleafe me, being 
as glad it was falfe, as 1 would haue been glad if the other had been 
true. Many like to thefe did I endure before my acquaintance with 
thee, not knowing any meanes how to obtaine the fame of thee, 
vntill happely finding thee in a fommers euening at the dore, I pre- 
fumed to enter pariie with thee, offering my felfe your feruant, which 
had been a tweluemoneth your fworne fubiedt, doubting of your 
patie/ice, though you feeme to be a patterne of pittie. How, and 
after what order I haue flnce that time befought your fauour, your 
felfe fliall ^ be my iudge, for I lift not to rehearfe my dayly fhiftes to P sig. B 

back} 

fhewe my zeale, my manyfolde conclufions to obtaine your companie, 
my giftes to wooe the feruants, and my prefents to gaine your good 
will. But to be briefe, thereby to come to that I like bed, one 
whole yeare I loued thee before thou kiiewed me, & three more are 
paffed dnce drd I fpake to thee 5 yet then was I as neare as now I 
am, and now as farre off as I was then. Say, therefore, fweete, 
dnce to day longer yeelds but little comfort, diall my fuite now end 
with the verdit. You loue mei * 

To which long preamble, fhut vp with fo whot a conclufion, fhe 
no lefle prepared herfelfe to anfwere him, then Frier Tuck vfed cere- 
monies before he fong mattens. She cad her eyes vp to Heauen, as 
if file had been making her praiers to loue, fighing fo bitterly, as I 
thought hir placket lace would haue broken 5 then to the matter thus 
die anfwered : ^ Alas, gentle dr, I mud confeffe I haue found you 
kinde, and you haue been at a great deale more cod then I could wifh 
you had 5 your fuite hath been long, and my kindenes not much, nor 
doe I hope you expeQ: more at my hands then you haue had, before 
my friends haue granted their good will. Maidens are moded, and 
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muft Dot bee prodigall of their courtelie 5 children are bound, and 
cannot confent without their parents counfell 5 pardon mee, there- 
fore, I pray you, if I fay I loue you not, lince my father knowes you 
not 5 and thinke not much if I defire you to leaue to loue mee, vnlill 
my mother giue me leaue to like of you. At which time, afiure 
your felfe I will bee as ready to performe your will, as they fliall 
be forward to with me that good) and thus, in the meane 
time, I hope you will reft fatiffied.’ This was a ftiroade bone 
for my pafiionate youth to gnawe on, that being fo ftrucken on the 
head as his heart aked therewith, thought to eafe his forrowe with 
this replie : ^ Ah, my fweeteft fweete (quoth hee), Thinke not on thy 
fathers counfel, feeing a greater friend craueth his deferte, nor let me 
reft their leafure without pitie, that hath thus long remained 
conftant vnto ^thee. I loue thee not^ for thy freendes fake, though I 
loue them for thy fake 5 nor doe thou lothe me for their pleafure 
that hues but at thy pleafure. But, fweete and foueraigne of my hart, 
as thy thoughts be not tied to their wils, fo let not thy loue be linked 
fo faft to their liking, as their miflike fhould end my life by reraoui ng 
thy loue. Say, my goddefte — ’ and therewithal!, as he was proceeding, 
the cut off the reft with this ftiort anfwere : ^ I befeech you, fir, to 
leaue off your courting, vnlelTe you entend fome other conclufion then 
as yet I can gather ) for, of my faith, loue you I wil not, nor confent ) 
I dare not, without my freends giue their confents firft) ’ and (here- 
upon the thrufted through the throng, and poafted out of doores, 
leaning ray pafiionate loner to fay his pater nofter alone) where we 
will leaue them. 

What I thought I will tell you, and I hope you will not doubt of 
the matter, for that Honejlle fpeakes it. One yeercs loue wil bout 
acquaintance, and three yeeres fuite to be neuer the ncerer) cither he 
was a bad lawyer, or the a raonftrous vniuft iudge ) but be it, both a 
pafiionate Afife, and a peeuifii wench were well met. But markc his 
folly and her cunning) he, building Caftles in the aire, and fetting 
trappes in the Sunne to catch the fiiadowe of a coyc queane, was 
pleafed by her, with wagging his bawble and ringing his bell, while 
£he pickt his pocket and cut his pnrfife. A proper pcece of fcruicc of 
a pafiionate Souldier, and a prettie Height of a fialtering Slut ) I 
would we had more of them, nay, why with I that, fince the worlde 
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is too fall of fuch alreadie ? Yet, of my lionefly, fhe was as iitte a 
match for fuch a foole as might be found in the worlde. A great 
deaie of fond fancie repaied with a fharpe fliorte denial!, and 
three yeeres affedfcion rewarded with an ounce of datterie, mingled 
with a pound of difcurtefie, a good cordiall to comfort fo kinde a 
hart. Oh, the fubtilty of the diuell, that vnder the lhadow of obedience 
couers the craft of cofonage. It is hotte lone that buildes on freendes 
liking, and peftilent affedion that relies rather on the mothers ^ loue, p sig. B 
then on the Louers loyaltie. Such as Hands fo curioufly on their 
Parents good will, hauing dealt fo craftily without their confent, are 
worthie, by Honejlles doome, to Hand in a Cage, vntill either their 
freends good will be got, or her fweet harts licence obtained for her 
deliuerie. And this is too good, for that the kinde Alle wil too too 
foone releafe her j I tbinke this punifliment would be worfe welcome 
vnto her, namely, that fhe be bound from mariage, fo long as Hie 
hath kept him without his anfwere, which will fo pinche her prodi- 
gall deHre, as either Hie will forfweare honeHie, or neuer commit the 
like knauerie. Oh, there is a companie of minions which delight to 
haue many futors, that they may bragge amongH their mates of their 
diuerHtie of louers ^ they thinke it commendable to haue Hore of 
cuHomers. But knewe they fo much as I know, they were better to 
goe once in a fortnight to Greenes Cunnyberries, then to haue fuch 
reforte to haunt their companies, 

Honejlie honours the confent of Parents, but abhorres fuch loue 
as is built on their liking 5 if there be no remediebut that either they 
fliall like, or thou wilt not loue, let him haue thy Fathers good will 
before he obtaines thy countenance 5 for doubtles Hie that will enter- 
taine louers, and repay their courting with kiiidenes, will care as little 
for her freends counfell, hapning on a mate Hie can fancie, as the 
horfe wil for haye, that hath his manger full of prouender. And, 
what is the caufe why fo many Hande fo curioufly on their freends 
confent ? nought, forfooth, but the prefumption of a double baite, 
that being fare of their countenance, they may be aHured of an 
other dinner if their owne likes them not } or otherwife to haue a 
hole to hide a Fox in, for that her owne denne is not fecret enough. 

If her Hufband controlle her for any mifdemeanour, or reproue her 
of any dilhoneH behauiour, then on goes her pantoples, building the 
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reckoning of her boneftj on her fathers countenance^ fo far prefiiming 
of his bounden duetie for the match making, as if he kept the keje 
[* leaf B 4] of ^ her hufwiferie. Her long toung vtters large fpeeches, Handing at 
defiance vnder the banner of her Fathers defence, and his houfe miiH 
be her Caflell to keepe her from her Hulband. This is the commodilie 
a man fhall reap by fuch a match j and this is their meaning that 
would couer their rebellion with the cloak of obedience. Is not he 
wel preferred that is fo well married ? and how can he mend it ? 
Marry, no way but this, that he which is mated with the like incon- 
uenieiice, to learne more wit againft the next time, Hriuing, in the 
meane time, to pleafe both her and her freends, lince he had fo 
much reafon to woo both her freends and her, to be bound to fo bad 
a bargaine. 

It is follie (quoth a wife man) to be forrowful for things irre- 
couerable, and Honejlie thinkes it madnes to repent for deedes done, 
whereof her felfe is culpable 5 can any man be fo witles (efpecially in 
matter wherein wifedome is fo much required) as to doe, and wifli 
vudoone in a moment ? yea, doubtles, Honejlie knowes fuch, they 
being the hotte fpurres of our age, that thinke euery day a twelue 
monetli vntill they be married •, and after they ar^ matched, euery 
houre feauen yeeres vntill they are parted. It was hotte lone that 
will be fo foone colde, fome of you will fay 5 but I fay, if it had been 
hot lone (as it was burning luft), it would not haue been fo foone 
colde. For whereas the prouerb goes, that hot lone tail be foone colde, 
it is ment by fuch affedtion as wants matter therby to continue longer. 
For as that is the pureH wood which yeelds the perfedteh heat, and 
the purer it is, the fooner it wilbe it own deftrudlion, leaning the 
fitters by without Hre, vnles a frelli fupply be as needo requires 
added,— fo wil our hotte lone (whofe kindled affeaion is come vnto 
it perfedfcion, the hart being on fuch a blaze, as euery part of it is on 
a light flame,) decay (as reafon and nature requircth), vnles new 
faggots of kindenes adde frefli matter for flering, the fupply thereof 
remouing all fufpition of want of affedion. How pure the loue is 
where there is fo light a regarde of proffered kindenes, as "my Fathers 
or " my Mothers leauc ’ muft be a Spurre ^to my liking, let euery 
one iudge that knowes loue. 

But, in my opinion, as I confefle that the duetie we owe to our 
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Parents may doo muclie where the knowledge thereof hindes to 
obeye 5 fo muft I confirme that lone is a duetie, himfelfe binding to 
fo great obedience^ and tying with fuch flrong conuaiances, as he 
remoues all thoughts of lower dueties 5 I, tearming al dueties lower, 
for that by commaundement thofe dueties mufi: be reiedted in refpedt 
of the louing duetie that a Huiband lhall require. Now, how far 
my nice Minion was from knowing this duetie, her coye demeanour 
and cunning behauiour hath manifefted. Yet how happie was my 
youth at laid to be rid of fuch a monfter ! And monfter may I 
tearme her, in refpedt of her lewde behauiour ^ for was it not much 
better that her inconflancie fhould haue beene knowen before he was 
fail linked vnto her, then it fhould haue beene found when it 
had been incurable ? Doubtles it was a good caufe he had to 
double his orifons vnto lone, for fo louingly preferuing him from fo 
peflilent a prittie-bird, — I fhould haue faid pricking-burre, or paultry 
bauble. 

B ut to come to my fecond couple, which were feated oppofite to 
thefe in an other corner, being a luJdie widdower that was 
courting a gallant wench, both of them being highly beholding to 
nature for her liberall ddll in their making, which were thus placed : 

She was fet down, ouerlooked by him flanding before her, hauing 
one of his hands leaning on her lap, and the other refling on the wal, 
hauing therby (as I gefie) the more libertie to vfe his pleafiire, 
in beftowing kinde kiffes and louing fauours 5 fo he was feated, and 
thus he began to file : ^ Faire Maide (quoth he), I know my experi- 
ence to be greater then your pradlife, for that I haue tried, rules me 
by reafon ; hauing loued and lined with my loue, vntill by the fates I 
was bereaued of that fruit, fo well liked I of my lafl Ioffe, as my 
former good hap breeds an affured hope of the like good fortune,, 
that being a helpe to further my will, and a meane to make a new 
choife } which change, what good it ilial yeeld, ^ your felfe fhall chal- [j C3 
lenge, whofe good reporte hath bound me to commence my deferts, 
to receiue their cenfure by your doome. To boafl what I am, were 
friuolous, for that your freends are alreadie priuie to my eflate 5 and to 
fay how well I loue you, were booteles, for that women loue to trie 
ere they trufl 5 yet, vnles I fliould fay more then I haue faide, I 
fhould feeme to fay nothing 5 though to fay more then is fpoken 



58 The passionate Morrice. 

already^ were meerely foolifh. For thus ftands the cale : I haue made 
choife of you for my fecond wife, and haue already your freends good 
will 5 there relies therefore nothing but a confirmation of your duetie, 
in agreeing to that they haue confirmed : ’ thus comming to a full 
point, he clofed \^p bis period with a brace of fmirkiiig kifies, which 
wrought with his Louer, as a firong pyll dooth with a fore ficke 
patient 5 namely, they forced her to anfwere him thus fiirewdely : 
‘^The afiurance of your good fortune. Sir, hath made you highly 
beholden to her deitie, that dauncing in the morrice of good matches, 
you Ihould be led by her to fo good hap 5 but, belike, it was ouer good 
to continue long, either her kindenes being oiiermatched with your 
viiconfiancie, or your good happe ouer ruled by fortunes cruelty ; 
They euer change, and lightly, neuer but for the worfe 5 which the 
rather feemes fo vnto me, by the fure knowledge I haue of your 
fecond choice, that is fo far vnequall to your reported firfi: match, as 
I know your liking would not remain long, or my milliking would 
come too too foone ^ becaufe I am not able to follow what your firfi: 
wife hath performed, and you will be vnwilling to beare with the 
wants your fecond choice mull be enriched with. But, peraduenture, 
I millake your meaning 5 for whereas I thinke you fue to haue me 
to your fecond wife, you feeke but to haue my good wil to Hue with 
my freends 3 alas, good fir, my duetie (as you fay) mull not gainfay 
their pleafure, nor will I, for that matter 5 but with all my har(, if you 
haue their licence for your boord, haue my good will to obtaine your 
bed there alfo, for their houfe is at their owne commaun dement/ 
Then doubt I not (replyed he) to ^ haue you for my bedfellow/ 
^But that doubt I (anfwered Ihe), for that I know the contrary/ 
^Why dare you (quoth he) to difobay your Fathers commaundc- 
ment? * No (fayd Ihe), fo it be for ray commoclitie/ * It lhall be 
both for your profite and preferment.’ f Make me to beleeue that 
(quoth Ihe), and then, peraduenture, it may be a bargaine/ ^ Why, 
woman (faide he), I deferue your better.’ ^Take her (anfwered Ihc), 
and I will not be matched to your inferiour.’ ^ Why, then, I fee you 
do fcant loue me ? ’ ^ I vfe it not (quoth Hie), and yet I fweare I 

will mocke you, rather then marrie with you/ With which, being 
highly difpleafed, he bellowed three or foure crabbed tearmes, being 
liueries of his cholerick long toung, and fo departed. 
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A fhame goe with him, thought Honejiie^ whatfoeuer Ihe thought, 
and with all fuch Loners ! loners, with a halter, — blubbers, I may 
better tearme them. What moDftrous matches are fuch as are 
fhuffled vp after the felfe fame order ! Suppofe flie had beene feare- 
full, and durfl not to haue relitled the receipt of what the lothed j 
imagine fhe had beene foolilh, and could not haue iudged of affec- 
tion ? thinke the had beene forward, and would haue beene glad of 
any one ? alas ! poore wretch, I pittie the fuppofition 5 what fhould 
I haue faid to the confirmation ? I know alfuredly fhe fhould haue 
lighed, whatfoeuer I had faide 5 and mourning fhould haue been her 
companion, what ere had been my communication : he would haue 
daunft with her portion, while fhe had drooped through want 
of affedlion j he would haue loathed her company, for that fhe W'as 
not a dayly commoditie 5 her life fhould haue been like the hacknies 
that are at euery mans commaundement for the hire, and her ioy as 
momentary as the fiorifhing greene graffe in luly. Pitifully fhould 
fhe haue lined, punifhed by him without pi tie : and this is my reafon 
of the poffibilitie 5 for that it is mofl likely he loued her not, & how 
well any body vfe them they loue not, let them fpeake that fufpedt 
not. Now, that he loued her not, may be proued both by his kinde of 
wrong, careleflye fuing vnto her, peremptorily furping her Fathers p sig. C-a] 
authoritie, which was a band to tye her to obedience, though a bad 
raeane to obtaine her curtefie. For afFedtion is not to be limitted, 
nor loue to be compelled j but, cowtrarily, hatred followes feare, and 
feare forerunnes miflike 5 and how we loue thofe we regarde not, 
iudge they that woo and obtaine not. But this cufiome is too com- 
mon and oner cruell, namely, a wooing of freends, and a conlfraint 
of loue, I would not fay compelling, but for feare it fhould haue 
been taken for compelling. Were Honejlie a luflice, they fhould 
either lye in the flockes a fortnight, or marry her I would match 
him with, which fhould feeke a wife after this order. I thinke, 
verily, he would rather flay his dint by the heeles, then be bound to 
the other inconuenience 5 and yet he could finde in his hart to binde 
another to thoi bad bargaine. This is charitie, yea, & neuer a whit of 
honedie, being fo farre from ciuilitie, as the Millers craft is from true 
dealing. Now, tritely truly, to deale as we would be dealt with, is 
fent to the hedge a begging, and neighbourly loue is made a hacknie. 
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being fb worne to the bones with feeking a good Maifter, as his ikinne 
will hang on the bulh fhortely. 

I hane heard a reporte of a palling kinde man that complained of 
Ms wife at a Seffions for piffing a pot full, iudging therebj die was 
didioned) and that fame man fliortly after burying his wife, fued to 
a maide, after the manner aforefaid ^ he had obtained her freends 
good will, and were at a point for the Maidens loue ^ yet on a time 
die was troubled with the head-ake at his being with her, whereof 
he fo mid iked, as in the morning he went to the Phidtions to haue 
their opinions to what difeafe it coulde turne, and vpon their reporte 
left her. I am adiired I haue erred in no point, vnlelfe I haue mif- 
tooke the lad, putting the Phidtions opinion in the roome of his 
owne bad meaning : it was no difeafe, indeede, that midiked or milled 
him, but it was of the Fathers purde, not of the Daughters head 5 
well, die was well prouided for in miffing of him, and if he fped any 
Ca, thing the better, let him boad of it 5 but '^Honejile can iudge no 
better of the remnant of his companions, then his a6lion gi'Ues the 
verdidt of him, which is as bad as may be. 

But to another that hapned on one that had the toothake, with whom 
he would not marry for feare the hollo wnede of her tooth diould 
corrupt her breath, and fo annoye his colde domack. It was coldc 
indeede, and I would fuch domacks might be heated with reddc 
hotte gold, as cheerfull as fcalding leade. Well, to a third : he liked 
her parents wel, for that they were honed &: godly, and as well of 
the maiden, becaufe die feemed moded j to be breef, he could lind 
no faulte in either of them, onely his feare was that the Daughter 
would be fomewhat fhrewilh, for that flie had a long iiofc, and 
thereupon gaue her oner. If her nofe had becne long enough, I 
think die might haue fmelt a knaue, but I am adfurcd die knewe a 
churle, and fo let her claime him wherefoeuer die fees him. Yet 
one more of the fame dampe, and fb we will leaue them. This was 
a wooer in graine, who had gone fo far, as they were at next doorc 
to be alkt in the Church. The wedding apparel was bought, the 
day appointed, yea, and I may tel you, many of ika gedc bid, only 
there was no affiirance, for that he abhorred j but it fortuned that 
before the day there dyed a rich man that left a wclthie widdow, to 
whom he made fo fecret loue, as he wonne her good will within a 
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fortnight after the death of his predecefTour 5 well, notwithflanding, 
to fane his counterfeit credit and preferue his hypocriticall honeHie, 
he reforted dayly to his olde fweete hart, with whom vpon fome fmal 
reafon he fel at ods, viing her fo vnkindly in fpeeches, as he drew 
teares for forrow. Glad of this, though turning his earneii into iefl, 
he called her vnto him, in the prefence of many of her Fathers fer- 
uants ^ then fwearing that if the tooke him not about the necke & 
kiffed him, he would neuer marry with her as long as he lined. 
Which the. yong Gentlewoman reflifed to doe, partely for that he 
had iniured her highly, but the rather lead: fuch fondnes Ihould feeme 
immodedie to the feruants ^ vpon whofe denial, in a great ^ fiime he sig. C 
flung forth of the doores, and in a rage as if of Ipight, within one 
fortnight after he match t with the widdowe aforefaid* But to 
tell you what a life fhe lead with him, were to hunt from the purpole j 
yet affure yourfelfe it was fo bad, as the world iudged this maid 
neuer better bled then in not being bedowed ne cad away vpon 
him. 

Such, and of the fame forte, are thefe money- woers, that fue fird 
to the Father, to faue labour 5 for, fpeede they will ^ and if they miffe 
in one place, they knowe another where they will pradtife. And 
how can it be iudged otherwife, feeing their meaning in viing that 
meane importes no lelfe ? for, thinke they, if I haue the Fathers good 
will, the daughter will be eadlie wonne 5 and if I milfe of his, I faue 
that time and labour, in fuing to the maide, beddes the giftes I Ihould 
bedowe/ Ha, ha ! I haue him by fent : and what thinke you of him ? 
in faith, no otherwife then Honejiie beleeuesr You fmell a Foxe ? I,, 
and a ranke one too, whofe breach is fo dainde with this gilding 
matter, as it may eafely bee iudged what muck hee loues. Alas ! 
good hearts, that are coupled with fuch bad mindes, this is loue 5 true 5 
but what loue? couetous loue, hatefull diliimulation, hipocriticall 
affedtion, and what not that is contrarie to the fweete foueraigne 
loue, which fues for kifles and not for coyne, which cranes the heart 
& nothing elfe5 for with it, al Ihe hath is hisj and he that wil looke 
for more, I would he had a halter j and he fhall not want it in hell, 
howfoeuer he fpeedes here- Fie, fie ! mariages, for the mod part, are 
at this day fo made, as looke how the butcher hies his cattel, fo wil 
men fel their children. He that bids mod: dial fpeed fooned 5 &: fo he 
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liath money, we care not a fart for his honellie. Well, it hath not 
been fo, and I hope it wil not be long fo ^ I wil alTnre you, loues 
common- wealth wil neuer florifli vntil it be otherwife. Why, it is a 
common pradize to all^e the father what hee will giue with his 
childe 5 and what is that differing from cheapening an Oxe ? And it 
is as common, that if fhe be fat, it is a bargaine, but if leane, flie 
mufl ftay another cuflomer. Out, alas ! what loue is this ? in faith, if 
I ^ might haue fped better in another place, come to notice after I 
haue bought your daughter, the fhall pay for it, or I will make dice 
on her bones. A pittifiiU partenerfhip, where there is no greater loue 5 
and how can but one of them be vndone ? He will vfe her ill, 
becaufe he loues her not 5 and fliee cannot loue him for not vfing her 
well 5 for whome we feare we hate, and what then ? Hee will 
pradife her ende 5 the will wifh his death 3 and while they Hue together, 
it will be fo full of heartbreakings through quarrels and contentious, 
as woe to them both, I, and to the third too, that was fo forward to 
make fo bad a matche. But, howfoeuer they two fpeede, I am 
alfured fhee will fpeede worfe : as for hir hufband, he will not w^ant 
excufes to defend his knauerie^ and hir Father muft beleeue him, 
becaufe of hir former credit giuen vnto him 3 fo that contented fee 
muft be, how difcontented fo euer she liues 3 and beare it fee 
mufe, vntill her hart breake3 which happie day mufl: ende her miferie, 
and fet my craftie wooer at libertie. 

Thus much for my fecond corner : and now to my third couple, 
which were ciuilly feated on a bexiche together, they being, the one a 
batcheler, and the other a widdowe, which was wooed by him after 
this like order : ‘ It were follie, forfeeth (quoth he), to vfe circum- 
fiances, lince you are fo well acquainted with the like practize 3 but 
to leaue them and come to the matter, which is (as I thinke) the bed 
meane to pleafe vs both, you feall vnderftand that vpon the good 
reporte your honed life hath deferued, I haue conceiued fo good 
liking of you, as I feould thinke my felfe happie if I fliould fpeede 
no worffe.* ^ I thanke you (anfwered fee) for your good will 3 but 
furely. Sir, I thinke you haue deceiued your felfe. For, peraduenturc, 
you imagine, or it hath been vntruely reported, that I am the woman, 
which indeede I am not 3 namely, ritebe, for that my deccafed huf- 
band made feme feowe to the world 3 but if that bee your thought, I 
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affure you you are deceiued.* ^ You miftake my meaning (replied 
hee)^ for it is no fuch matter 3 I re^fped not fo much your wealth, as p leaf C 4I 
I doo your matronlike modeflie 3 my felfe is young, and I haue a 
trade, and am, I thanke God, of my felfe able to maintaine a woman. 

But I doo rather delire to match with your like, then with a younger, 
for that you knowe better both what belongs to a man, as alfo to vfe 
thriftely what I get. And, moreouer, my felfe is not fo young, but 
that I am meeter to match with a widdowe then to marrie with a 
maide, and would be moll glad if it might be my good happe to 
Ipeede with you.’ ^ I cannot tell (quoth Ihe) what your good Ipeede 
may be 3 I knowe you not, and therefore I hope you will glue me 
leaue to enquire of you 3 which done, I will fend you your anfwere by 
fuch a day 3 in the meane time, I with you well.’ 

I, mary, Honejiie, & what then ? no marry thefe : forth Ihe went 
to her broker, to will him to fearch after his fubllance, vling that 
manner which vfurers can bell difclofe, which is their pradlife in put- 
ting forth their money. This was a palling commoditie 3 for what 
better then a ritche widdowe ? but that foolilh enquirie fpoyled all 3 
had Ihee thankt him heartily, delired farther libertie, and had made 
fearch into his ellate fecretly, Ihee had Ihewed her felfe the wifer 3 
but fo bluntly to faie, ^ giue raee leaue to enquire of you,’ fhewed as 
bad bringing vp as might bee poffible. But, tut ! I like her the better, 
becaufe Ibe could not dilfemble 3 for Ihe, alas ! did but foUowe the 
common trade, dooing with the ape but what fhe had feene done 
before her. She had heard her hulband inllrudt his prentices to 
make a profit, and ftie thought Ihe might trie the fame for her own 
good. I would Ihee and others knewe what was good for them 3 they 
would then rather refpedl the man then money. But this couetouf- 
nes fpoyles all, though I would I had more,’ is too much in our 
mouthes j for, followed Ihe not the greedie defire of adding muck to 
muck, might Ihee not as well haue liued with this man, that had a 
trade as good, yea, much better then her hulbands was, as Ihee did 
before with him } Shee had no children 3 fuppofe flie had, they ^ were ^ c 4, 
prouided for well 3 and what greater charge woulde this haue 
brought ? he had a care to line, or elfe hee would haue fought to 
loue without refpedtj for who knowes not that fhe is as able 
to fatiffie a mans defire that hath little, as Ihe that hath much. 
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if we onelj regarde pleafure ? Take this 011 Honejlies credit, that 
hee that buildes his loue on fuch reafon, as hauing little, hee will 
chofe one that hath fomewhat, wil prone a better match vnto thee, 
then him that brings monntaines. Beware when loue is vpholden 
with maintenance 5 if the heart remembers, " I am thus much beholden 
vnto her, thee loued raee or elfe thee would neuer haue matcht with 
me 3 the made me a man, being before worfe then nothing 5 how 
much better might Ihe haue done, if llie had not been led with 
affedion,’ and fuch like 5 It will alfo remember the duetie this 
kindenes requireth, euen like for like, leaf! the worfe crie iliame of 
him. Howhappie Ihould parents be, were this in their remembrance 
at their mariges making ! how blelTed Ihould their children be, if 
the like pradifes were vfed ! and what a fiorifhing commonwealth 
would that be, where equalitie of birth (which alwaies fliould bee 
regarded, fpecially on the mans fide) fiiould bee linked to abundance, 
whereby the number of gentle beggers Ihould be decreafed, and the 
mifgouernement of wealth will be auoided. Oiie man lliould not 
haue his cofers ful, and twentie want it that better deferue it. How 
many able men fiiould we haue (if this were vfed) to ferue and fet 
forth men for the princes feruice, where now I am but one mao, 
and I am bound but to my fiiiit, to finde one mans charge, though I 
haue fiue mens liuings. But no more ! this is too ferious for Ho 7 iejVie, 
& I meruaile how I fell into this vaine, fince I fiudied to bee plea- 
fant. What, thinke you, did my widdowe after her fearch of 
enquirie, for you mufi: thinke that the batcheler longed for his 
anfwere } Marry, though fiie was not a foxe in her fpeeches, yet 
fhee proued no lelTe in her dooing, for now fiiee kept her houfe as 
clofely, as hee dooth his holde craftely. She miflikt of the man : for 
P sig. l>3 what caufe, gelfe you ? ^ if you knew as much as I knowc, you would 
fweare, not for lack of honefiie, or becaufe he was vnlhriftie. But 
wil you knowe whie? he had not the hundreds lying by him, as the 
reportewent fhee had left her, and therefore fliee thought it needt^k^s 
any one fhould lofe fo much labour, as to fulfill her promife in carry- 
ing his anfwere. Yet, if that were all, it were well j I, and it had 
been well for him (for the fauing of fhoo lethcr) if fhc would haue 
fpoken with him at his comming to fetche it : But my widdowe 
would not be within, or elfe fiie was bufie ’ and thus was his kiudeucs 
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requited. Now^ fie of the diaell ! is this a meete reward for afFe6lion? 
nay, fuppofe it be no more, the good will, was it well requited ? Me 
thiiikes that if his dog had come, hee deferued better entertainement 
then to haue been beaten away 5 and lliee had dealt better if thee had 
fent himfelfe away with a crabbed aufwere, then fo vnmannerly to 
vfe him by fleeueles excufes. And well it were if £hee had no 
more fellowes*^ but out vpon them 1 there are too many fuch, whofe 
coye nicenes expreffe their mifchieuous fondenes 5 for, fpeake they 
will with any man that come, vnles a Herald fore runnes the 
fewtor. 

In my opinion, and it fhall bee grounded vpon reafon, fuch wid- 
dowes are worthie to fit while their breeches growe to their feates, as 
refufe to anfwer all co mmers of what degree foeuer 5 and becaufe I 
promift you reafon, this fhall be it. Who knowes not, that whofb- 
euer fues for the like match, winneth a thoufand incombrances with 
his good fpeede ? for he that knowes not that care flial be mingled 
with his beft contentment, fhall fall into a pitte before he be ware of 
it. And who, were it not for his foules health, would imbrace fuch 
an inconuenience for a little commoditie? I, and the befl manage 
is but a little commoditie, in refpedt of the continuall carking that 
comes with it. If, then, — as who faies it is otherwife ? — a man makes 
fo great fuite for fo fmall hearts eafe (refpedting the earthly pleafure), 
deferues not he a good countenance, or at leafl a welcome, that longs 
for fo bad a bargaine ? In my iudgement, ^ and it fhall iumpe with 
mine opinion, that woman is much more beholden to the man that 
would match with her, then to her parents that haue brought her vp ; 
for they did what ere they did, of duety, & this doth what might be 
viidone, of mere deuotion. Why, thinke the bed: you can, thinke 
for your felues : fuppofe one that hath nothing, comes to craue your 
loue : did he only refpedt your wealth, without his owne welfare (and 
hee that thinkes to haue welfare without dealing wel with you, he 
reckens without his hofteffe, and flial finde a new bil of charges), had 
he not much better to hazfard the taking of a purfe by the high 
way } Yes, doubtles 5 for were hee by that means brought vnto 
miferie, he might haue death at his cal, to rid him from extremities 
but now being grieued vnceffantly, he may feeke for death, but 
meete with the diuell s hope for an ende, but feele the want of it con- 
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tinuallj. Yet come we to one further point : imagine fome men 
that bee ouer-unruly, defire to haue acceffe into your companie : if 
you knowe them for fuch companionsj I would holde you vnwife to 
admit them into your prefence 5 but fhall your hart but tay, I fufped 
without trial, you cannot out-runne the crime of want of defcrelion. 
It is befl, therefore, you that feare fuch reforte, to harbour your 
felues, during the time of the heate of the market, in fuch places as 
the countenances of your protestors fhali preueiit iufpeSt, and dil- 
parage the praStife of fuch vndecent behauiour j or otlierwifc, to 
appropriate vnto your houfes fuch helpes as lhall bee likely to tore- 
ftall the like mifchiefe. That euery one may bee anfwered, is 
Honefties meaning 5 for vnles they bee, they haue not their due, nor 
doo you fliewe your felues to be iiirlched with that cartelie which 
widdowes defcretion dooth challenge. For, let me tell you, and 
enfure as many as knowe it not, that a man lhall finde more pleafure 
in lying in the campe, being dayly threatned with the bullets of his 
eiiemie, then in lodging with a wife, vnles his wifdomc be the 
greater. And I knowe you looke for my reafon : then for (his 
Dsig. D2] caufe, for that their vnconftancie * breedes more feare then the ihol 
brings hurt,* and their tender heart will craue more gouerncment to 
content them, then the other will afl<:e forecaft to preiient the danger 
they bring with them. For a ftcele coate refitles the harme of a 
mutketj but what garment tliall out Hand her threatning of the 
home ? That man amongfl: Souldiers is counted accurlt that is 
flrucken with a great ihot; and that hiitbaad ihrifc bleil among 
married men, that is not continually wounded with fooic mifdc- 
raeanor or other he fliall efpie in his wife 5 well, I fay no more, 
becaufe I am a batchelcrj but HoneJIie muil fpeake the tract !i, or 
fhame will follow him. 

It is wifdome to looke before lepping, but extreame folHc to ftand 
vpoii nothing; hee or fhee that makes many doubt es, lhall ncuer 
want care 3 and die wil il rule a charge, that cannot charrne a knaiie. 
Speake the diuell faire, and he will be fatifded 3 and what woman 
knowes not how to flatter? It is good to knowe vice, that we may 
fliun that euill 3 and as good to trie the honeflie of wooers, that you 
may not fpeede the worfe. You lhall often finde a kings heart clad 
in a thred-bare coate, and a feiiators wifdome harbored in a youthfull 
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head 5 vertue goes not by birth, nor defcretion by yeares, for there 
are olde fooles and young conncellers, counterfeit kiiaues & crabbed 
churles, the one being clad in a lambes flhnne, and the other kept 
warme with Foxa furre. Nature makes, but fortune clothes 5 a ritch 
knaue therefore may march in the habit of a true meaning gentleman, 
when poore Honejiie mult goe as he is able, bee it in a mould ie 
caflbck. I haue heard it credibly reported, that there was a ritch 
widdowe fell here in England, which had left her lining enough to 
maintain e a younger brother 3 and vnto her did reforte fuch an one, 
as had not hi dome flung out at a bootie, nor would haue cared much 
if it had been his father, fo he had met him in a conuenient place. 

This young gentleman (yet not very young, for he was about fortie) 
came vnto this widdowe, to crane her good wil, vfing as fpeedie 
tearmes as he ^ defired quicke fpeede. Hee tolde her his name, fo si? D 2, 
well knowne throughout the countrie for a fliifting liner, as he fpake 
no fooner then hee was well knowne vnto hir. Whome fhe vfed 
courteoufly, anfwering him after this order : ^ 1 hope, gentle fir 
(quoth fhe), you will giue me leaue to anfwer you as fpeedely as you 
bluntly afl^e the queflion.’ ^ And with all my heart (replied hee), for 
that is my defire.’ ^ Then aifure you thus much (faid fhe), that if 
there were no more men in the world befides your felfe, I would not 
marrie with you.’ ^ A fhort and fower anfwere (quoth he) 3 yet let 
mee affure you, that onely fuch an one (naming himfelfe) will haue 
you,’ and fo tooke his leaue, departing in as good order as fhee had 
in kinde manner vfed him. Shortly after, at a meeting with many 
of his companions, he craned their aide, finding them as forward to 
performe any thing hee fliould require, as hee would wiQi. Vnto 
whome hee fliewed his whole intention, the rather deliring their 
helpes, for that they had been partners with him in as great hazards 3 
well agreed vppon the match, they rode towards thewiddowes houfe, 

CO aiming thither in the euening about fupper-time, when it was very 
darke, whereby their companie coulde not bee defcried. They 
knockte at the gate, and was anfwered by the porter, that being allied 
who was within, certified them according to his knowledge. Him 
they fo hampered, as gagde hee was and bound, being laide forth of 
the way 3 which done, they pafTed further, entring the hall with their 
drawne fwordes^ where they found all the feruants at Supper. They 
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liad no weapons neere them but bones^ being vnmeete inftruements 
to relifl armed men ^ and dogges, tbej were not to be wonne by fucb 
baites. Therefore^ eaiily one by one they were bound and laicle on 
a heape 3 the wooer in the meane time^ with two of his mates^ being in 
the Parlor with the widdowe that was garded with two Tutors^ being 
Gentlemen of account in that Country, he vnmafl^.ed himfelfe, for 
P sig. D 3] they had al vifards, and tolde the widdow he was ^ come for her 3 at 
what time one of them grewe cholerick, and I tiiiiike it was he that 
was likeft to haue fped belt, for he was placed on the bcnche ncereft 
to her hart, and drew his poyniard, tlie befl weapon he had at that 
initant, making as if he meant to darte tl>c fame 3 but vpon better 
conhderation had, he put vp his Dagger, and was contented to be 
bound with his fellowe. All of them being bound, they got the 
Widowe foorth, and bound her with a towel behinde one of them, 
hauing before their departure hid all the Saddles, and turned forth 
the Horfes out from the houfe. Ouer a long plaine they rode, & fo 
through a wood, where, being out of greatetl danger, he liimfclfe, llic 
wooer, got vp before the widdowe, entreating her to confider of their 
edates, not fo much he bimfelfe refpedling his own weale, as he 
regarded his freends welfare, whome he had clrawen into that defper- 
ate adion. But it was all in vaine, for agree flue would not 3 the 
fvvare rather to dye then to confent, which feemed little to remedie 
his affedtion. Wei, in Ihort time they were come to a place prepared 
for the nonce, where they found a good lire with a Farfon, and olluir 
good company affemblcd together about the fame mailer. It wais a 
wonderful! rainie euening, fo that ail of them were Ihrouglily wel 3 
but there Ihe wanted nothing flie could deiire, nor fpared he kiiuic 
words to winne her good will, which was fo long in graunting, as 
before the obtaining of it. Hue and cry was followed into that 
Towne. Whereof he, hauing notice, came to her with his lull hope, 
willing her, that as flie was a woman, cither then or neuer to confent 
to the lauing of all their liuas. When Ibe, fet'ing no remedy, but 
either llie mull; relent, or they repent it : ^ will you (quoth ihe) be 
good to my boy Tom ? ’ for fhe had one onely childe called Thomas. 

‘ To fay I would (replycd he), in this cxiremitie, might be faidc to be 
but tlattcrie, but afliire thy felfe I will, and much better then I will 
boaft on 3 ’ vpon which agreement, they were foorthwitli maried. 
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Soone after he called her alide^ and tolde her Hie was now his wife^ 
whofe credit was her good regarde : ^ we * fhal, I know (quoth he)j be sig, D 3, 

back] 

brought for this before the counfel^ at which time^ vnlefTe you vfe the 
matter thus cunninglye, as to afhrme this was your owne pradife, to 
fliewe your loue, and than a bad reporte, we fhall;, notwithdandingy 
fmart for it.’ Which ihe promifed to doo, and did indeede no ieiifey 
ail them being fliortly after apprehended^ and brought vp to aiifwere 
it at the couwfell Tabie^ where fhe tolde fo good a tale for him and 
his fellowes to the effed aforefaide, as the fauite was remitted^ and 
they difcharged. Now^ that you may vnderhand how well he re- 
quited this her kindnes^ Ihe lined with him a long time, and yet lelTe 
then a dofen yeeresj and dyings left this good reporte of his vfage 
towards her : namely, that neuer woman lined with a more kinde 
man then fhe had found him, with other fuch probable tokens or 
the certainty thereof, as a Countrie can witnes the fame. Him 
felfe lined not long after her, at his death leaning her fonne Thomas 
hue hundred pounds by the yeere, oner and aboue his own Fathers 
iiuing, which he himfelfe had purchafed by his good hufbandrie. 

What fay you to this vnthrifte ? was not fhe put to a Ihrewde 
triall? die was, and it proued palling wel. Wherfore, then, fhould 
yonger brothers be reiedted, or why they that haue little, be vnre- 
garded? furely, becaufe the hart is couetous and mihrudfull, and 
womens mindes are afpiring, being neuer contented. They fo much 
thirfle after preferment, as often they ouer-leape amendement, and 
iumpe iuf: into a worfer predicament. 

Many looke fo long for aboundance of mucke, as^ they fall into [2^7?7^.asasi 
a quagmire of miferies, hauing liluer to looke on, though wanting 
mony to fupply many wants 3 hauing a faire fhewe and a Ihrewde 
keeper, one that hath more then enough, & yet will not part with 
any thing : Honejlk knowes many of thefe, and they feele more then 
I can tell you. Who goes, for the mold parte, worfe fhod then the 
Shoemakers childe ? and who hath lefle money in her purlTe, then fl^e 
whofe Hulband hath mod in his ched ? ^But, for that I am fome- [3 leaf D 43 
what draied out of my way, I will return to my fird widdowe before 
my Ihooes be quite worne : My forenamed Bacheler, that neither by 
himfelfe or his freends could fpeake with her to know her anfwer, 
deuifed this concludon, to fend her a Letter by a freend, not fo much 
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for the matter there in let downe, as that that might be a meane to 
entice her to be fpoken with^ which^ indeedej proued to fome pur- 
pofe. For to the MelTenger die came, and after notice giuen from 
whome the Letter was sent : ^ gods Lord (quoth die), did not my 
freend giue him his anfwere ? ’ ^ No,’ replyed the MeiTeiigcr 3 for he 
cranes no more by this Letter.’ ^ Surely (quoth die), I thankc him 
for his good will, but I am not minded that way.’ " What way ? 
(replyed he), not to marry ? ’ " Yes,’ faide die, " but not with one to 

yong.’ Now you diall vnderdaiid her dmple exciife, cleanly made 3 
for in a mans iudgement it would not be thought there was much 
difference betweene their ages. And, as it was gathered after, die 
meant one way, and the Meffenger tooke it an other 3 for die meant 
yong in fubllance, though be vnderdood it for yeers 3 as, after further 
talk, die plainely expreffed. Wliat diall Honejile fay more of lier ? 
in footh, nothing, but to pray, either for the amendemeni of her and 
her companions, or elfe that this punidimeiit may be indicted vpoii 
them 3 that is to fay, that they may be fo haunted, vntill tlicy dealo 
better, as they may not peepe foorth of their houfcs, without as much 
wondermeii[t] as the Owle hath that flieth in the day time. And doo 
they deferue leffe that make fooles ? it hath beeiie a fudie faying, 
Qni moccat moccahitur , and, vntill that prone true by pradlice, as it 
fades out true often viilookte for, we that are to fpced dial] neuer 
dude better. If all men will agree to Honejile^ we wil keepe a 
Cronicle of fuch wenches 3 my folfe will be fpeak the regidrediip, and 
though it be no great office, yet it may doo much good. But now 
to a fourth kiiide. 

Which were a thrife-made, not a threed-bare Widdower, and a due 
times left Widdowe, both of them being fo much in Fortunes bookes, 
as they were endowed with the ^ thoufands. They foone agreed vpon 
the matter, and within a diorte time were married 3 vnto wliofe houfe, 
hauing heard them boad of their fubdance, I often reforted to fee 
what good cheere they kept 3 I was twife there together in Chriflmas 
time, but neuer could fee hotte meate, yet good dorc of cold, by 
reafon they had had foure dales before many gueds. Bui fince the 
holly dayes, hoping for hotter fare, I found him and die fet at a 
couple of red Herring & a dice of barrel butter : col do fare, as I 
thought, for a tuefday dipper. Alas ! how were the feruants dieted. 
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when thej had no better } I would liaue thought the faulte to 
haue beene in her, vntill die faide viito me, that die was forrye die 
had no better fare for HojieJiie ; when the olde Ciimie replied, ^ holde 
thee content, wife 5 he is welcome, I thanke God I iiaue this for 
him r ‘'I thanke your wordiip,’ faide I ; though I thought, I bedirewe 
the Churles hart ! ’ But there of force mud I lodge too, for that I 
had ouer farre home, and he that had fedde me fo hungerly, had 
found talke enough to keepe me with him till midnight. I mud 
coiifede I lay better then I had dipped 5 lodgde in the next Chamber 
to themfelues, there being nothing but a thinne wall betweene vs. 

After my fird deepe, I heard them two very lowde, and though I 
did not greatly dedre to be a partaker of their fecret, yet I could not 
choofe, vnles I had beene either naturally or artificially deafe. They 
were at fo hotte words, as he cryed, out vpon thee, old beggarly 
whore ! ’ with other mod lhamefull tearmes ^ die tiierby being forced 
thus to complaine : ^Alas, that euer I was borne to fee your face 5 I 
was no begger when I met with you, for I brought with me as good 
as twentie thoufaiid pounds, which now being at your difpodtion, 
you deale thus crabbedly with me 5 meeting together in refpedt but 
yederday, what hope redeth to me of the end, feeing the beginning 
is fo bad ? you diet me with hardmeat, and cheer me with crabbed 
vfage 3 I can neither haue a penny in my purfle, nor a good diooe to 
my foote. I greeue to lieare my feruants repine thereat, though I 
cannot amend it, and ^ for that I tell you of it which may redrelfe it, sig. E] 
thus you reuile me.’ ^ Holde thy peace, olde whore (quoth he), or I 
will make thee 3 if they like it not, let them mend theirfelues, and 
either charme your toung, or I will clapperclaw your bones 3 ’ with 
which cooling carde, die was glad to be quiet, as I gelTe, for I could 
heare no more of her at that time. 

Now, Honejiie, hailing leafure to thinke of what he had heard, 
dill iiarpt of the twentie thoufand pounds, which, as I thought, was 
meeter to haue made a King, then to haue pleafed a churle 3 with that 
I condemned his cruelty, and pitied her chaunce, fo long thinking 011 
her hard fortune, as I fell a deepe, taking vp the remnant of my 
mornings nap. Well, before I rofe, my olde carle was vp, and before 
1 was ready, gone abroad 3 when fuddenly com mi ng foortli of my 
lodging, forced to pafTc through his Chamber, I found the good olde 
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woman lliedding teares fo aboundantly, as I could not but greeue for 
company. But, feeing me, flae rowzed vp her felfe, and would haue 
fhadowed her difcontent 5 yet, at laft, affured I had heard the iarre, the 
faide hie was forrie I had beeiie difquieted 3 the which I excufed, 
faying, ‘ I was more greeued for her then for my difquieting, for had 
that beene the worft, Honejlie hath beene farre woorfe troubled. *’ Ah, 
good fir (quoth the), this is their fortune that are couetous 3 for I had 
enough left me to haue liued like a woman, if I could haue been fo 
contented 3 but aiming at dignitie, hath been my deftruaion, and 
longing after promotion hath brought me to this miferie 3 my lah 
Hufiband was accounted a good houhiolder, and companion to the 
befi in the parifii 3 but he being gone, and my hope to become a 
Lady, hath ledde me to this ill bargaine. Ah, gentle Honejlie, I was 
no meane woman when I met with him, but he thinkes, for that I 
haue turned my Cloth to filke, he hath made me happie. How 
happie had I beene, if I had neuer feene him 3 but too late it is to 
wilh, and folly to complaine, for that it was my owne choice that 
hath matcht my felfe with fuch a churle. He clothes me in gay 
^ coates for his owne credit, but with them cloyes me with multitudes 
of difcontentments 3 abroad he is gone, and perchaunce I lhall not fee 
him till bed time 3 nor are fuch trickes plaide feldome, when he 
leaues nothing, what need foeuer we Ihould haue of any thing, but 
what the houlhold prouifion is, the befi; being no better the// your 
yefiernights fare. If he brings any bodie home with him, we mufi; 
run to the Cookes to faue fienng5 nor can a bit of bread be eaten 
without an account giuen to him 3 he fearcheth euery corner, & chides 
for euery candles end he findes raifplaced3 and if, perchaunce, he 
happe on a crufi;, he will make as much llirre as if it were the lode of 
a Cow 3 he will prie into the greace pot, and hunt after the Tappe 
droppings : to be breefe, the creame pot fliould be oucrlooked by him 
euery day, once at the leafi:, and his fiering fiirucied as often 3 a 
Cheefe cannot be cut without his leaue, nor a fticke be burned with- 
out grutching. Nor doo I fo much greeue at this in refpedt of my 
felfe, as for that my feruants want their due, their want being more 
irkeforae vnto me, then this fcant3 for what will they let to reporlc ? 
and who can blame them ? or who will fi:aye in fuch an houfe, and 
not without reafoii ? fo that dayly diferedit is heaped on vs, and con- 
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tinuall care for looking after new feruants^ neuer from vs. This is 
my greatefl hart breake 3 and my fute to bane this redreffed, is our 
only breake-peace. He fumes when I informe him of what I haue 
heard^ and hampes when I tell him it is not well 5 nor wil I tel thee 
allj for that this is too much, nor fhouldft thou haue knowne of thus 
much for me, except his crabbednes had made the path. But, hark ! he is 
come in 3 for the paffion of God, hide thy felfe 1 for if he fhould 
know thou wert not gon, he will miHruft vs, and fmart I lhall for 
vs both.’ 

Now, the Diuell breake his necke, or God amend him, thoght 
1 5 yet, for feare of her harm, I was conteTzt to be lockt vp by her 
into a clofet, where I was co72ftraind to flay, while the teeth chattered 
in my head, before we could be rid of him. Well, at lafl, by good 
fortune, a companion of his fetcht him ^ forth to dinner, who, being sig. E 2] 
gone, I was let forth, an extraordinary fier being made for my wel- 
come down 3 &: to make me a mends, fhe had fent a bracelet fhe had, 
of which he knew not, to panne, prouiding fo good fare for my 
Dinner, as I was not at better all the Chriflmas. But while we were 
eating of it, our mirth could not be much, her feare was fo great of 
his comming home 3 but we, making as quick fpeede as our teeth 
would let vs, after we had doone, I thanked her, taking my leaue 
and departing. Wei, my backe was fcarce turnde, when fhe bid her 
men and maids to beflirre them, that the kitchen might be drefl vp, 
and the remnant of our Chriflmas fire to be quencht and call into 
the priuie, leafl his fearch fhould finde out the brandes, and that 
breede no little difquietnes to them all. Alas 1 poore wretch, thought 
I, how much feruants are there which Hue at more eafe, and fland in 
leffe awe, then thou doofl! Is this a wines portion^ doubtles, no 3 but a 
iufl plague for couetoufnes 5 for they which cannot vfe a benefite when 
they haue it to a good purpofe, fhall want it when they would, and 
feeke it when they cannot hnde it. Couetoufnes fhall not efcape 
hell 3 for how farre, I pray you, was flie from it ? her good daies died 
with her matching with him 5 and if there be any purgatory betweene 
vs and hell, fhe was in it, and thereby at the next doore to that 
dmigeon. I would but all couetous mindes were plagued but with a 
dramme of the like difcontent 3 I would haue theirs but a feauen- 
niglits punilhment, whereas flie mufl endure, peraduenture, feauen 
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yeeres torment. Honejiie thinkes fuch a mefTe of miferie would bring 
them to a banquet of happines at their deliuerie from that wretched- 
nes. If many of our coye dames^ that cannot be content with any 
thing, and are fo curious, as daily dainties feeme nothing vnto 
them, were but pincht a while with her morfelles, I am perfwaded it 
would faue their hufbands a great deale of charges in their diet thence 
after, and would make their feruants much happier, by being freed 
from much needeles labour. Their houfes would be pulled dowiie, 
and the ^delight of their curious poked ruffes would be fet afide j they 
would not relped the fuperfluous diQies they vfe, nor regarde their 
fuperftitious curioiitie in rubbing the flowres of their houfes ; what 
ftiould I fay more ? they would vfe obedience towards their Hulbands 
more, and brawling with their feruants lelfe, they would thinke of 
their owne happle lines, & pittie others : they would feeke to pleafe, 
and be more eafily pleafedj they would line contentedly, and be 
thankfull for fo great profperitie. 

The filhe that hath beene ftricken with the hook, feares the baite 5 
the childe that hath burnte his fingers, dreades the candle 5 the liorfc 
that hath beene punifhed with the fpurre, fufpeds the wagging of the 
heelej and the apprehe/zded theefe begins to thinke on the halter. 
What delight brings fweete things vnto them that neuer tailed of 
iliarp fauce ? or, what an indifferent opinion carric they of profperitie, 
that haue neuer beene in miferie? The vnridden Colte bites the 
fnaffle, while the olde horfe is glad to play with the bit 3 and they that 
are vfed to lhackles, weare them without much aiinoiance 3 for that it 
IS vfe that gets experience, and experience that brings profit. When 
a curfl Cow hath fliort homes, harme is lefle fufpebfcd 3 and if a 
crabbed cur be mulled, there can be no danger. Tlierc are both 
baites to entice, and bobbes to make to forbeare5 allurements to 
winne, and corredions to driue away 3 and he that thought this to be 
needefull, knowes beft to vfe it, which happens alwaics to vnbrideled 
nouices, once good fpeede egges vs to a fecond aduenture 3 and, it 
twife a theefe hath efcaped the halter, he will neuer leaue vntill he 
purcliafe tiborne. ^My laft Hufband was fo good,’ makes forne fo 
defirous of a fecond, as their haflie bargaine bringes oiierlate 
repentance. ^Like will to like,’ quoth the Diueli to the Collier, 
and fome will neuer be fatiffied vntill their mouthes be filled 



75 


The passionate Morrice. 

with Clay. He that hath enough^ feekes for morej and fo I carrie 
a great countenancej I care not how I am beloued. Indeede^ 
what cannot money doo^ that will buye any thing ? and yet honellie 
will purchafe that ^ which all the muck in the world cannot compafTe^ p sig. E 3I 
namely^ a good report for euer. Who knowes not that the couetous 
man cannot line quietly ? and why wil we not knowe that the alpiring 
minde dial] be brought lowe ? The loue of your wealth is in your 
owme hands^ but the key of your wittes kept by a higher guide. 

You may chofe a ritch man, and hunt after an honed (yet ritches and 
honedie goe dldome together), but to fay it diall be for your weale, 
mud craue anothers leaue. Hee that giues all things, can giue thee 
both y and if thou wilt tade of his liberalitie, built on his charitie, fufpedl 
not, and fpeede well, feare, and fpeede ill 5 let therefore all thy care 
be built on his kindenes, and thou wilt be better contented with a 
kinde begger then a crabbed churle. To take heede by another 
mans harme, is a louing warning 5 but if thou wilt needes try, take 
the hazard. When our neighbours houfe is on fier, we haue neede 
to bedirre vs ^ and he that lits dill at fuch an extremetie, is worthie to 
tade of the like miferie. To looke ere we lep is good counfell, yet, 
to looke hartely, and lep faintly, makes many to fall into a ditch 
dangeroufly^ well, a word to a wife man is enough, and there 
are few women but haue dore of wit, if they adde difcretion vnto 
it. Honejliey therfore, wifhes them to vfe it fo well, as they neuer 
fpeede ill. 

A lift forte now foUoweth, which was a couple danding in the 
raidd of the company, both of them being of equal 1 yeares. He was 
a young ciuill gentleman, no leife proper then hee feemed wife, his 
difcreet gouerneraent beautifying both 5 but die, though diee had wit 
at will, and was very proper, yet lacked fliee the other dep to wif- 
dome, namely, difcreetenes in her behauior. Her immoded fondnes 
gaue fufpedt of vnciuill lightlies, fo that her ouerforwardnes feemed 
to ouerlay her loners affedlion. Shee would hang about his neck 
before all that company, as a iacke of Napes doth fitting on the bear- 
heards Ihoulder, and kiffe as openly, as a dog fcombers careleily. She 
followed him at heeles like a tantinie pigge, and hong about him as 
if pinned to his diene. He could not dirre without ^ her company, p sig. E 3, 
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nor fcarce goe to make water, but die would awaite on him. Thus 
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much did fhe not let to doe openly;, and therefore I had the more 
defire to fee how fhe fpent her time fecnetly, which was as coiitrarie 
as might bee 5 for whereas fhe would bee mad merrie zn his companj^ 
in his abfence fhe would be as mad melancliolie. Shee then would 
fit in a corner, as a dogge doth that is crept into a hole, hauing done 
a fhroude turiie, wetting her couch with teares for the lack of her 
fweet heart, as a childe doth the bed for want of a chamber-pot. But, 
being in a good vaine, fhee would pen pafEonate fonnets, and, in that 
humor did I once take her, when die had newly finillied this 
amorous dittie : 

S Ad is the time white my deare lone is ahfent ; 

Eife waite my mijffe, and tongue bewailes him wanting ; 
Heart hleedeth teares that doo encreqfe my torment^ 

And yeelds forth Jlghes which fet it feLfe a panting ; 

While he is ahfent, fuch is my delight, 

As is the faylers in a Jlormie 7iight 

If I ckaunce Jing, with Jlghes my fongs be graced, 

And in my tunes, my grones my laces be; 

Grieuous complaints are for the trebles placed ; 

The meanes he teares, the tennor imferie, 

Foure partes I beare, a7id want the ffte alone, 

Which is my ioye that with my hue is gone. 

When IJliould fpeahe, my tongue forgets it talking ; 

When IJliould write, my fingers are benommed ; 

Wnen IJhould goe, my fee te haue lojl their walking. 

And euery part is dead, of fence hereaued : 

Nor can I tell what is the canfe of this, 

Except hecaufe my heart with him gon is. 

Thus dayes are nights to me, while he is wanting, 

And merieji fongs are plaintes for toy departed ; 

I leaf E 4] ^ My mirth is mone, my forrowe fuccor wanting. 

And fences gon, my hodie haue vuharted : 

So that I Hue aliue, as being dead. 

And by Im alfence foie, this death is bread. 

After the felfefame order fpends fhee her well fpent time, yeelding 
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fuch bitter iighes, while Ihe is fetting down the like palEons, as a 
horfe doth hartie iieefes^, that is troubled with an extreame colde. 

Theii;, pauling a while on that fhe hath done;, weighing the ellate of 
her lamentable cafe, Ihee cafles her feife vpon hir bed, breathing 
againft the fates the rancor of her heart, after this manner : ^ Vniuft 
and cruell lifters, that haue prolonged my dayes to endure this 
miferie 3 is this the force of your decree, to decreafe my ioy by 
increafing my dayes ? Haue you drawne to this length the thread of 
my life, now to cut the fame with fo ftiarpe an edge-toole ? Cruel! 
and vnkinde are ye, fo crabbedly to deale with a poore virgin, fuifer- 
ing me to liue to endure this crueltief There, making a full point, 
would ftie lie gafping as if Ihe were giuing vp the Ghoft 5 till at length, 
hauing gathered winde, ftiee would thus begin to murmur againft 
Fortune : ‘ Vnconftant dame, fo much delighting in mutabilitie, as all 
thy ioye is to alter chances 1 How wauering is thy wheele, and how 
vncertaine thy fauours ! the one ftili turning, and the other neuer 
remaining long, where fo ere they are bellowed. Was this the pittie 
of your heart, to fet downe fo vnmercifull a doome, as I fhould 
alwaies reft vnhappie ? You whirle your wheele about to pleafe your 
feife with the turning, tolling thereby vnto me one miferie vpon 
another 3 then ealing me of that burthen, to make the next feeme 
more dilplealing vnto me 3 thou Ihewes me my harts ioye, and fets 
me on the top of delight, to beholde the difference betweene weale 
and woe. But, from thence thou throweft me as quickly downe, as 
I was ioyfully feated, letting thy wheele reft as ouerlong, while I lie 
in the dungeon of vncealing paine, as it did too too little ftay at the i;iieafE4, 
^ height of my pleafure. Thou giues me kinde words and cruell fare, 
happie ftghtes and horrible heart-akes 3 thou Ihewes me reft, and fees 
me with trouble, fetting me at the table of dainties, yet binding my 
hands leaft I iliould touch them, fo far am I from tailing of their 
fweetnes. Vnkinde and vnconftant fortune, what chance had man- 
kiode to be charmed to thy beck ? and, wherein are we more vnfor- 
tunate, then in being forced to obay fortune ? ’ To which interro- 
gation, her feife would anfwere with a flat mad fit 3 curling her 
parents that begot her 3 her birth day wherein £hee was brought forth ; 
the nurfe that gaue her fucke^ the cradle that lulled her alleepej 
death, for that bee ended not her dayes 3 and her feife, for that llie 
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was. Now tearde fhe her haire from her head 3 anon flie vnapparcl- 
led her felfe to hir fmooke5 then, like a fpirit would fliee daiince the 
Morrice about the chamber, and foone foiling her felfe clovvne by the 
hers fide, £t no les fenceles then her adtions had been witlelle, a long 
time refting as in a traunce. But, at lafi:, as ouerlate comming to 
her felfe, Ihee would, looking on her felfe, feeme to bee afraide of 
her felfe 5 forrowfull to fee the fruite of her forfaken reafon 3 and 
riling, would foone make her readie. Being readie, fliee fell vpon 
her knees, crying the Gods mercie, and powring forth aboundance of 
teares, in token of her penitencie. And after that, being indeede in 
her righted: minde, lliee tooke her lute, tinging to her tingcring this 
fonnet : 

looteth loue^ that liking wants his ioye P 
Grieuous that ioy tvhich laches his hearts -content ; 
Thejight of fweete in tajling of anoy. 

Ads hut more grief e to former hearts -torment. 

What fweet in hue to Hue deharrd of loue ? 

Soure is that fweete as honny mijot with gall ; 

Loue with vnrefl the heart to pajjions money 
Thatjighmgjing, and fngbigjigh withal 1 . 

s- F] ^ While eyes heholde the pi eofure of my heart. 

Heart ioyes through eyes in gayning of that fight ; 

But when that pLeafure from rnbie eyes doth part, 

Heart partes with ioy, and rejls in heauie plight. 

And tongue may fing a hei ho for my heart. 

That through 7 nine eyes doth finde loth ioy and fmart, 

Which mulick would bee fo metamorphofed, as, in truth, her 
tinging would turne to tighing, and her playing to complaining, when, 
in a rage, the would throwe her lute downe, beginning to dilate on her 
loues vnkindnes, that could be fo cruell to fray foure and twentio 
houres from her. Now, found frie fault with her felfe for being fo 
fond on him, that forbeared fo careletly her companie 3 and, by and 
by, in a great rage fwearing to forfake him, tlie fctled her felfe to 
frame a rayling letter for a lafr farewell. But, before friee had fcarce 
written an vnkinde worde, the paufed on the matter, calling both pen. 
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inke;> and paper from her 5 yet, vpon her fecond aduice^ about ihe goes 
with a frefli charge to pen a crabbed charme, and had gone fo farre 
as fhe had fet downe. Fie, vnhinde wretch! And there, agaiiie, in a 
doubt of going forward, or leaning the red: vndone, fhee gnawed fo 
long vpon her pen in ftudying what to doe, as Ihe had eaten it almotl 
quite vp. But, at lad:, with a refolulion, the played the woman, 
falling into fo kinde a vaine of fcoulding, as the had charged him 
with a thoufand difcourtedes for mifling one nights reforte vnto her. 

And, as fhe was concluding her colour, with a protefiation neuer to 
dedre to fee his face againe, in came one of her dd:ers with newes 
that Mailer Anthony was belowe. Which fo quite purged her of her 
melancholie, as in a rage die rent the paper, and cad all her anger 
with it into the her, polling with fuch hade to her fweete-heart, as in 
dead of running downe, Ihe tumbled downie a whole paire of dayres. 
Which bad beginning was careledy put ouer with the conceiued ioy 
of his prefence 5 diee entertaining * him with a kilTe, for that he was [1 sig. F 
not forward enough to bedowe on her the like fauour. But ere 
long, diee began to perceaue that Mader Anthonie was changed, being 
nothing fo frolick of his kindnes as hee had been, and it was no 
maruel. For fome reporte of her fore-ufed fondnes was come to his 
eares, that being no fmall frod to nip his former alFedlion ^ fo that 
his onely comming was to make that conclulion die was of late 
imagining, foone linilhing in wife and difcreet tearmes that her fuf- 
pe6l was penning. Vpon whofe departure, with the panne left of his 
refolution, my minion fel into a found, there being fuch a dirre for 
her recouerie, as what for running for aquavitcs, poding for ale, plying 
warme cloathes, and fuch like, there was no lelfe rule then is in a 
tauerne of great reforte. ^ Here, forfooth,’ faith die that had the aqua, 

‘ come quickly ; ’ ^ By and by,’ anfwered Ihee, being called that went for the 
ale 3 the red no other wife replying to euery quedion and commaunde. 

Well, at length life was got in her 5 though no words could bee 
drawne from her 5 but, being got to bed, die fong ere long like a bird 
of Bedlam. 

In which dt I left her, more pittying her peeuiflines then her 
paffions^ the rather lelfe regarding either, for that I knew that 
violent lit would not day long. But, to tell you what Honejiie 
thought all this while, for I knowe that is your longing 3 and, if you 
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befhrowe any body, blame her for not letting you haue your will 
fooner, by keeping me fq long there againfl my will. For vnwilling 
I was to flay there fo long, and as loath to leaue her before lliee had 
left at a full point. That you might know all, was my wifli^ and 
hnce I haue mine now, you fhall not bee long without your wil. 
She neuer (ighed hartely, but I laught as merely, being as often 
readie to pilTe my breeche for ioye, as die was to ihed teares, which 
came from her as had at commandement. And, wherefore was 
Honejiie thus vncharitable, thinke you, reioycing at his neighbours 
miferie ? Surely, becaufe her felfe was fo foolilh to bee fo difquietly 
siff. Fa] moued with nut-diels: would it not haue made a ^ horfe broake his 
halter, to fee her mumble to her felfe as an ape mowes at his own 
fhaddow ? Doubtles, — may I fpeake it without the fufpedt of arro- 
gancy ? — Honejiie hath as much holde of his ciuilitie, as a mare hath 
of her honeftie 5 and yet, I might as well be hanged as be kept from 
being merry when fhe mourned. A Camelion cannot change her 
felfe into more kinde of colours then Ihee would vfe change of 
motions. Sometimes £hee would walke with her hands clafpcd, and 
her eyes caft vp to heauen, as if lliee were fent for, with all fpeede to 
render an account of her paffions. Anon, Ihe would runne about the 
chamber like a hare that had lod her way 5 then, by and by, would 
the houle like a kinde dogge that had lofl her matter. After that, 
girlie like aMonkie that fees her dinner ; and ere long be as dead as a 
dore naile, lying by the her tide as a block doth at the backc of a 
chimney. And this laft Jimile proucs not worft, for flie burned no 
lelTe through the cinders of too kinde affetftion, then the logge doolh 
with the helpe of charke-coles. 

Was not this a monftrons fit, that had fo many motions ? Why, 
if Honejiie fliould tell you how thee would fometimes bite of her 
owne nailes, knocking the wall with her feete, praunfing on the 
ground, and lepping of and on the bed, you would thinke lice had 
to doe with an vnruly iade. Fie, no, flie was a mankindc creature ! 
and I would not offend them for a kingdorne j but this Bonefik is 
fuch a pefiilent fpie-fault, as he cannot fee a wench out-flart the 
bounds of modefiie, but ffraight he hollowes the fight of a firiker, 
thinking it vnpofiible that if thee want maidenly behauiour, fiiee can 
haue womanly honefiie. Well, I fcnowe fome will fay hee is a pick- 
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tlianke 5 but were not they flionne-thankes, they would fpeake better 
of Honefties fonne. But thus much for Honejiies credit , and now^ 
againe to my cra6t~loue, that had crauled fo farre into afFedlions 
extremities as fhe had loft the habit of her cuftomers curtelie. I went 
once more of deuotion to fee her, becaufe I left her in fo extreame 
an agonie, and it was * within two dayes after 3 Whome then IC^sig. Fs, 

backj 

found clafped within a new loners pawes^ as iocunde with him of 
mine honellie, as euer I fawe her pleafant with Mailer Anthonie. 

And what thought Honejiie, then, thinke you ? in faiths no otherwife 
then I am alTured you doe now. I thought vpon fuch fondnes the 
prouerbe was buiideds ^ hot loue wil be foone colde 5 ’ but enough of 
that in another place, and thus much more of her at this time. 

She was as glad, I warrant you, of a louer, as a weried iade is of 
a faire way 3 and he, being tyred, is not more glad of a liable, then Hie 
was delirous of a babell 3 it is onely for rime at this inllant, and 
therefore let it palTe (I pray you) with your fauour3 but, w^hether it 
doth or no, I belhrewe my name if I get any blame. For my tongue 
will not amble out of the trueth, though I fhould digge out my guttes 
with the Spurre, ^Beware leafl you offend.’ There is one hill at mine 
elbowe, and fayes I muh take heede how I dilfemble, lince Honejlie 
is become a deitie. I would I were not, or went not fo vnuilible : for 
then I hiould not craule fo ealily into maydens chambers, and heare 
them boahe of fo many fauours behowed by them on this day 3 fo many 
kilfes giuen to one 3 another vnlooling her garter, yea, and Ihe 
thought hee went not high enough. Well, but that I am merciful 1 , 
and will not name you that are fo immodeh as to boah of fuch 
lightnes, for if I Ihould, I hiould quite fray away many of M. An- 
thonies companions from behowing their affedtions on lb liberall 
wliiphers. But I faye no more, for hiame, hoping I fhall haue no 
caufe to fpeake of the like againe, you will become fo ciuill 3 then, 
thus much for you, and now to another. 

This way a coy dame, whofe nice hrangenes moued me not to the 
leafl admiration 5 Ihe hoode iuh at the doore, to whom not fo few as 
twenty had in my veine made fuite. They were of fundrie fciences, 
and of all degrees, that had tooke the deniail of her, which made mee 
the rather to admire the caufe ; and, to obtaine my longing, I lodged 
mv ^ felfe that night vnder her bed. When fhe was layed, and one of [ssig. F33 
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her mothers maides with her, lliee began thus to parly: ^Wot you 
what. Nan (quoth flie), how many Tutors thinkes thou haue I fent 
packing to daye ? ' " Not fo many (anfwered the maide) as you did 

the laid time you were there.* ^ Yes, faith, girle, double ’ (replied flic). 
^ And found you fo many faultes in thefe (quoth Nan) as you did in 
the other ? ’ ^ Nay, I trow, wench (anfwered die), I let not them 

pafTe ill whom I difcouer not many ouer-fiippes.* "And what were 
their faults, I pray you ? ’ quoth the girle. " Some of them had ftore 
of wealth (anfwered die), but little honedie^ other were honed 
enough, but too too hard fauoured • fome had good faces and bad bodies 5 
other being proper, had crabbed countenances 3 fome were amiable for 
fauour, perfedt of bodie, yet ill legged 3 other, which were well legde, 
dialed with their feete, or were fplafooted 3 and, to be briefc, they 
that trode right, were either clouterly caulfed, tree like fet, fpindlc 
diankte, or bakerly kneed 5 onely there were two exquidtely diapte, 
whereof one was too tall, and the other too too lowe. Thus much 
for their parts, and now to their properties. 

" They that were wealthy were meancly qualitcd, and they that 
had many good properties were moniles 3 fome had good toungs, and 
fpake well, hauing as ill geftures3 others were rich and feemccl wife 3 
thofe I fufpeded to be wenchers. And, to make as diortc woorko in 
telling thee of them, as I made ipeedie hade in fending them pack- 
ing, either I miflikte their edates, fcorned their perfonages, lothed 
their want of qualities, or could not away with their kindo of wooing.’ 

* But dial I be fo bolde (quoth Naji) to adee you one more quedion ? ’ 

" I, twentie, and thou wilt 3 for, in faith, I haue no lid to deepe.’ " In 
footh forfooth, then (quoth the girle), what manner of man diall he 
be with whom you will match ? * " Mary, fuch a one (anfwered die) 

as dialbe the onely matchles creature in the worlde.’ ^ But how will 
you meete with him ? * replycd Nan, " As he diall light vpou me by 
Fortune.’ " But Fortune is blinde (quoth ^ the wench), and may lead 
him to another in deade of you.’ " Yet, as die is blinde (replycd the 
other), fo is die a Goddefle, a good fupporter of my chai'mccs3 and I 
know my reporte is fet fo neere her elbowe, as die cannot forget me 
if die would.’ 

I, marry, drs, you talk of a wench, and what w[o]ls this of a proud 
one ? is it not great pittie but nature diould haue compaffion on this 
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iieate creature^ and lliape for her a mirroiir of meane worth ? Now^ 
of my troths Hoiiejiie likes fucii an one; and why^ thinke you ? I will 
tell you my reafon^ and if it iumpes with your conceite, fay you mette 
with a kill Crowe. I am aflured that they that are of my minde 
fliall efcape a great deale of trouble ; for^ of mine honedie;, if I fliould 
light on fuch an one^ I know certainely I fhould be quickly rid of a 
neere milhap^ in being preuented of matching with a nice ninnie by 
a nice body 5 for not being the paragon of the worlde^ would keepe 
me from marrying with the onely paltrie one of the worlde ; whether, 
then^ thinke you fuch to be profitable members of a common wealth ? 
Howfoeuer you think, Honejtie hath faid, he thinks them hurtfull to 
none that efcape them, for that their folly onely hurtes themfelues, 
dooing good to others, in the like manner as he hath tolde you. Trot 
you, and you will, to trye your Fortune, and ruiine to wooe fuch 
curious cudomers ; but fay I bid you take heede, lead you refill good 
lucke, by being importunate to wooe them, with whome you fliall 
wiiine a mafle of manner-les Monkiih trickes. And I fpeak efpecially 
to you, that hunt after monders of modedie, defiring to haue the 
maidens you would matche with, as very matrones as your mothers. 

Beware you light not vpon an ouerwearied, conceiptcd follom-bird, 
being one that hath beene fo curious to be talkte wdth of any, as, hauing 
lined ouer long without one, is become glad of any. Honejlie knowes 
fuch, and you may be troubled with fuch, and how can you thinke 
your felues vnworthie? In faith, ill conceited birds, if you thinke 
your felues fo vnwife, as you are vnable to gouern a wilde wench, you 
will ^ diewe your felues more foolilh if you match with a nice no- [i leaf F 4] 
maide. But what faide Honejiie ? be there any fuch ? I, that there 
are, ordained, for the nonce, to nurture fuch noddies. It is as ealie to 
be midead by hypocrifie, as it is follie to trud to an vncertaintie ; and 
it is more vncertaine to know now a dales whether a woman bee 
honedly moded, or knauidily coye, then whether a Smithfeelde horfe 
will prone good or iadifli. 

See how I haue a tale by the end, of a ninnie of my now handled 
maidens qualitie, which was a Mifers Daughter in the low Countries, 

Who was fo proper a pcece of defli, as I can tell you we haue not 
many Oyder women that out goes her in hooke flioulders. By 
reporte Ihe was a lonely one ; but that fhe was mondrous blobber 
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liptj and floopt fomewliat vnreafonably in the vpper parte of her 
backfide ^ but that is no matter, her father was richer then moft in 
that Countrie, and why fhould not ilie thinke her felfe the propereft 
of a thoufand ? of Honejiies word, fo by likelyhoode flie did j and if 
you fay not fo anon, then fay I haue heard a lye. She thought her 
felfe fo proper, as none vnder a E urges his eldefl Sonne might fue 
vnto her, and he too to be no faultie gallant 3 for he with all com- 
mers fhould be fo furely lifted by her, to fee whether they trod their 
fliooes awry or no, as the Miller doth the grift before he mingles 
chaike ainongft it. She would haue a ding at their hcades, to fee 
whether they were round like a ball, or long like a bottell 3 and fo 
from euery parte, til die were pad the vndermod parte of their 
Pantoples. And, in all of them die would be fure to dnde feme fault 
or other, the lead being a fufHcieiit caufe to cut off their proceedings. 
Thus dealt die fo long, as at lad her doultifli age was vnawares come 
vpon her, making her fudie curiofitie a fliamefull mockerie through- 
out the Countrie3 fo that the geiierall reporte of herbruted ignomynie 
made her growe glad of any companie,* and now faine would die be mar- 
ried, though loth to encreafe her diame by matching with farre worfe 
then fhe had refufed being offered, and ^therefore, thinking to hinder 
the make>fpeede of murmured ignominie, with a craftie colour of a 
continuing care to couple her felfe to one of Fortunes darlings, die 
concluded there fhould be a Lotterie, and whofe chaunce it was to be 
drawen by her fhould onely podeffe her withered feJf, You mud 
thinke that many were glad to win her 3 for whom almod will not 
wealth wooe to a bad bargaine ? My dorie reportes that of all fortes, 
fome for padinie, and others for prodte, put their fcrolles into 
fortunes budget, and on the day when my minions draft diould be 
manifeded, who fliould haue her by lot, but fuch an one as Tom- 
witles is, that will cry if one offer to take away his bablc ! 

A futable mate for fo long a fearch 3 there was but one grand 
foole in a Country, and fee how Fortune had kept her for him. 
Now, fuch chaunce follow like curious coye wenches 3 and may 
neuer wifer perfons match with them. And are they not, thinke you, 
the meeted for them ? For they defire to haue them that haue the 
fmalled faults, and Honejik thinks it lead fault in a man to be a 
foole. Who is more proude then a foole ? and what woman more 
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coy-j for the moil parte^ then llie that hath leall reafon for it ? The 
Crow likes her own birde beft^ though it be the blackell ; and would 
not we hane women thinke well of thewfelues ^ I pray yon let them 
haue their willes j or they will, whether you will or no 3 and if you 
like them not, you may leaue them 3 and with as good reafon as they 
will be fure to deale fo with you, vnleife you highly pleafe them. 

The Aife hath a curious eye, and that makes his pace fo ilowe 3 for 
fliort legges will trippe at euery ftone, and what, flie is not afraid e to 
fall on a ftone ! And reafon too, but they will neuer be happie, 
vntili Tom foole and his fellowes be banilht for throwing Hones at 
them, which often hurt their bellies, whereas their falling breakes but 
their knees. Alas ! poore alTes, tliat your eyes cannot keepe you 
from burthens, as they make you ouer-leape often vnknowiie dia- 
mondes. But what are more pretious then pleating thoughts ? and 
what fancies are more full of pleafure then ^thofe that moH extoll ^1 
our felues ? This arrogancie is an infedtious petlilence 3 for we get 
pride one from an other, as we purchafe the plague in a mortalitie. 

But once more returne we to the merry talke of our coye Maiden. 

After a long progreffe palfed in defcription of the fweet hart flie 
would haue, being fuch an exquifrte proper qualited Squire, as is 
fcarfe one in a whole Countrey, the maid fell with her to this point : 

^ Now, of my troth (quoth Ihe), by your leaue, I am not of your 
minde3 for fuch a matchles fellowe is as meete a baite to entice many 
women to doo his wife wrong, as a faire woman lhall haue futors to 
doo her Hulband a frrewde turne. And, therefore, as I would not 
with to be matcht with fuch a crabbed peece of flefli as none can 
fancie, fo clefire not I to holde a mark for euery one to flioote at, the 
rather for that there are fewe men which will refufe a kinde offer. 

Beware when the woman wooes 1 if flie be percelued to be forward 
to feme difpohlions, ilie fiiall not want the offering of a bob 3 fo 
that the bobbing bable lhall bob the foole w^ith her own curious 
choice.’ Which knauilli quip did fo nip my Miffres Daughter on the 
head, as in troth llie left arguing, and fell harde to fcolding. 

This is bobbing with a witnes, thought Honejlle ; but furely it 
were pittie it ffould not be true in fome cafes 3 and in tbofe onely 
would I willi it true, that ffriue fo far to out-goe their fellowes in 
fuperexccllent obiedtes. 
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Beware the Foxe that hath the fmootheli fliinne ! it is hgne his 
coate is olde^ and his wit not young 5 he will be fare of a goofe in ftorCj 
when many of his neighbours lliall want one. I know fome, about 
whome Nature bath bellowed lb long time in ihaping faire faces with 
proper bodies, as llie hath at laft for halle beene conllrained to let 
them palie with viiperfedt hartes. She mull: performe her lliiite, and 
a time is limited her to falliion euery cliilde 5 by realbn, the;/, they 
mull haue the purell harts, that haue the vn liked: lliapes. I know 
what you will fay, and therby, wii onely fecme to gainfay ILmeJlle, 
for that it is a Prouerbe, * Crooked without, and cralbed within. Of 
troth, I mud confelfe, that it is very likely, though not aiwaics true 
(for, no work-man but hath fonietimcs a mifchaunce happen to his 
mod curious worke, after the fiiiidiing therof, either by a fall or 
fuch like cafuall chaunce), that a halting bodie hath a dlifembling 
hart, and a milliapen creature a crabbed difpolition 5 and we doe 
fmde it commonly, that vnder fouled afpedts are hidden the faired 
harts, though I know women accompt blacke thinges to be of lead 
worth. But fearch ngaine, and looke what dye is more perfect, or 
what will take foile fooner, then the milke-like white ? well, the 
maidens propolitioii pleafed Honeftle ouervvell, as you may gedc by 
my long day vpon it 5 but I will atrure you it difpleafed no Ics my 
yoiig midres. Alas ! it is a little thing that will not difpJcafe them 
whom nothing can pleafe : and Hiall we Ihinke a wench could pof- 
libly pleafe her long, vnto whom fo many men were di (liking ? Now 
furely he lhali haue a new accompte, that reckons on lelFc then this^ 
nameiye,that his matching with fuch a minion, which was fo curious 
to be pleafed, will craue as great care to be kept pleafed, as a iade 
will require arte to be kept from tiring. Nor doo I fay die wil be 
tired) I would rather be driuen to adirme he dialbe iaded, though 
with fuch an one as will neuer be tired. 

But let fuch as my Midres Many-midike is, take heede lead by 
their coye kindenes they kill their harts whome they would gladly 
fane after, with all their arte, and cannot. Ploweafic is it to put that 
away with our little finger, which we would willingly recouer againe 
with both our hands. I haue knowen fome P'auikoners that haue 
beene fo curious in dieting their Hawkes, ns a nice curtefan is of her 
fare) and yet fometimes they haue fearcht a whole day after the kilh 
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ing of a carrion Crowe^ and mill of it too. The faire laftes not 
alwaies ^ and fuch as lightly regarde a good bargaine when it is prof- 
fered, may trie the market a twelue moneth after, and mi fife of the 
like offer. The rolling flone gathers no moffe, nor the running 
fan^cie is worth the catching. They fhalbe fare to meete with a fickle sig. G 2] 
hart that match with fuch a wauering louej and an vnconftant affec- 
tion is better lod: then found. And for that I am entred into the path 
of vnco^zflancie, I wil come to a feaueiith enemie, which a couple 
harboured that flood behinde the doore. 

He was a Prentice that had foure yeers to ferue, which I cer- 
tainely vnderfloode afterwards, though at that inflant I gefle no 
leffe by his fearefulnes to be feene 5 wel, thefe had fo wooed and 
wonne the one the other, as fure they were, hauing remained fo by 
the fpace of three yeers 3 yet now there was diflike growen betweene 
them 3 firfle, fpringing from the woman, that was difcontented that 
fbe had alreadie lofl fo much time, being yet bound to endure a 
longer flay. Who knowes not the certaintie of her prefumption, con- 
firmed by an order of the Cittie of London (which is, that if any man, 
flanding bound for the feruing of yeeres, entangle himfelfe and marrie 
before the tearme of his yeeres ended, he fhall double his prentifliip), 
and, therfore, mufl flie either out-flay them, or binde him by the 
haflie match to feauen yeers more feruice. Vpon this inconuenience, 
miflike harboured in her bofome, hauing tied that with her toung 
which file could not loofe with her hands 3 fo that mad melancholly 
file was for the matche made by her felfe, that tooke fo fmall delight 
therein. 

Now, I would all might be ferued with the fame fauce, thought 
Honefiie, that fo foone tying themfelues, defire as foone to be loofed 3 
and, it is great maruell when it failes out otherwife, efpecially in thefe 
dales, wlierin conftancie is made a hackney. Lingring loue hreedes 
mi/like; and how can that loue be faithfull that is faflned with fo 
flender a thong ? There is a thing which maintaines the coherence 
of two harts, which, if it be long wanting, our loue will prone but 
watridi aftedlion 3 I meane, that certaintie of an euerlafliiig happines, 
with an affurance of a contiiiuall earthly pleafure. There comes 
many faire Horfes into Smithfeelde in a twelue moneth, which make 
many that ^are fped alreadye, to wilh themfelues viiprouided, toC^sig. Ga, 



88 The passionate Mortice. 

deale with them j for all men haue not keeping for two Geldings. 
It is time that makes a iade knowen ^ and our knowledge that wiflies 
him further from vs. Many thinges mud: alter in feauen yeeres, for 
that wonders happen in a moment. In one day a begger and a King 
are made equals both the pompe of the one, and the poore eftatc of 
the other, being buried in dud:. Lodes come fooned vnlooked for, 
and the word bargaines are gotten with the greateft fearcli 5 neede 
raifeth the market 5 and much enquirie after a commoditie engenders 
fufpedt there is fcarcitie thereof. What cannot golde doo ? and may 
it not, then, eadly conuert a hart that longes after it ? There are many 
entiling baites that change many mindes 5 & who wil not driue for the 
golden Apple ? onely except thofe that know they cannot get it, 
though they are deferuing thereof, which impodibilitie mud needs 
hatche miferie. How be cormorants more plagued, then by a didip- 
poiiitment of their purpofe ? They that foredall markets, make often 
times but bad bargaines, as well as the fluggard that comes a day after 
the Faire. 

Is it not folly to driue to keepe a wet Eele by the taile ? or what 
commoditie arifeth of holding the Diuell by the great toe ? the one 
is ouer-quick, and the other wonderous drong; and, in Homiftics 
iudgement, a knowne lode, the fooner it comes, the lede it greeues ; 
and better it is to be without company, then to be match t with an 
enemie. Slipperie ware is not the bed Marchandize^ and what 
requires more care, then Glade that is mod brittle ? I know you wii 
faya woma^zs hart is as tezzder, and that I think no lede. Then, dnee 
we mud hazard our welfare, that are condrained to deale with fuch 
pure metall, being tied to that traffique 5 let vs not bedowe all our 
hope on a peece we know mud day fo long by vs, before we can 
make prodte thereof. Honejiie is rather a profeded folicitor for a 
woman, then a counfeller to a man j but, for that both men and 
ig. G3] women are troubled with the like difeafes, let them ^vfe my plader 
that like bed of my knowledge. Where loue drikes the bargaine, 
their liking cannot dart backe but vnles he be bound by his agree- 
ment, adedtion is a fickle feliowe. What furer couenant then fctled 
loue? But they which refped not their worde, will hardly regardc 
an oatlie. Honedie is all, for hee is the father of condancic^ and a 
fig for that loue which mud be tied by the lawe ! If we fodcr a 
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fnake, ihe will fling vs by the bofomej and hee that fues for an 
enemie, is worthy to haue his pate broken with want of honeflie. A 
tedious fuite makes ritch lawyers and leefing clients 3 and a defire to 
haue all, makes vs often to loofe alL 

I haue heard of a Gentleman that tied himfelfe to a poore maide 
after the manner aforefaide, meaning to marrie with her after the 
death of his father, for that hee durft not doe it while hee lined. Hee 
maintained her palEng brauely, running himfelfe greatly into debt, 
through the large expenfes fhe lalht out. Which curious and ritch 
fetting forth, made many to looke after her, which otherwife would 
not haue thought on her. A blazing flarre prefages alteration, as the 
Aftronomers holde it^ and doubtles, a proper woman gayly ap- 
parelled, breeds miracles in mens mindes. A prancing horfe moues 
wondring, when a fare nagge onely pleafeth the rider 3 fo while fhee 
lined according to her birth, few or none regarded hir 3 but now fet 
foorth as readie for fale, her gallantnes engendred thoughts of fome 
great portion to be fallen by an vnlooked for accident. Nor will 
friends let to fpeake, to make a friend fpeede well, and hire of the 
fame ininde gaue forth that it was fo indeede 3 vpon which reporte 
many wooers were drawne to trie their fortunes, and amongfl them a 
ritch farmers fonne fet in his foote to hazard his happe. Whomeher 
parents and friends fo well liked, being his fathers onely childe, as 
they began toperfwade their daughter to take it while it were offered, 
after this maiier : ^ Tut, wench (quoth they), while the graffe growes 
the fleed flarues 3 and, as foone goes the young fleare as the ^ olde oxe [i sig, 
to the market. Young heads are fickle 3 and fuppofe he fhould play 
falfe, how fhould we remedie it ? Golde hies lawe now a dayes 3 
and may not a bribe eate vp a fure title, as wee haue heard a fat hog 
did a poore mans glaife of oyle? He that can giue mofte, fhall be 
fure to fpeed befl 3 and you knowe/ daughter, your father is not able 
to wage lawe againfl fo ritch an enemie. Why, woman, you haue 
not feene him this fortnight 3 and how knowe we but he hath a wife 
in a corner ? By our Lady, girle, fuch windefalles happen not often, 
as is this day put into your mouth. By cock and pie, doo as you will, 
but if you doo refufe this proffer, we will denie you our blefling.’ 
Which counfell flroke fo deepe into her confcience, as it fent 
packing all the affedtion her protefled loyaltie had promifed, and 
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turned it fo to the farmers fonne^ as in fhort time hee maried with 
her. 

By that time, as my minion had been married three or foure dayes, 
thither comes pofting ray out-ioynted Gentleman : of whofe Jftarke 
flaring mad difcontentment, vpon the hearing of his willow guift, 
Honejiie lifts not to ftand, ftnce you can imagine it was great : but 
what remedie ? What wife man would fue for a falfe-hearted beg- 
ger? or what gaine ftiould be got by the recouerie of a broken 
pipkin? In feekiog to bane plagued her, he ftiould haue puniihed 
himfelfe, adding but ftiame to the lolfe of a greater expence, and in 
the ende, recouered a flap with a foxe tale. Well, I pittie him, 
becaufe of bis kindnes which was fo crofted 5 but if Honejiie heares of 
any fuch kinde aftes hereafter, he will make as good fporte thereat 
as the boyes doo at the foole of a Morrice. Are they not worthie to 
lie by the heeles, that purchafe the countertenor with fo plaine a 
prickfong? I warrant you it pri6t and pincht him too 5 but 
his father was the more willing to releafe him, for that he hopte 
that lofte had gaind him more wit. Honejiie could tell you of 
a thoufand that haue been ferued after the fame order, they hauing 
promifed to ftaye one for another 5 fome a yeare, others more or Iclfc, 
ifG4} whereof fome haue had their ^liope found within a fortnight of their 
day, and then, thinking tliemfelues neereft to haue their willes, in 
come takers, putting their nofes quite befldes the fweete fent of their 
forefpoken bedfellowes. This can be no fmall griefe to a kinde, con- 
ftant heart, that hath, peraduenture, refufed many good likely hoods 
to ftay for fuch a light hufwife. He that will thinke himfelfe fare 
to a woman, or ftiee that will build on a mans conftancie, till the 
parifli prieft hath faide God giue yee ioye, and the brides bed hath 
borne it firft nights waight, he is not of Honejlies rainde, though I 
willi it were other wife. 

It is as good to bee aftlired of the borne, as to bee made fure to 
an vneonftant heart, for they that looke for les ftiall be clifappointed. 
God forbid Honejiie ihould fay it were vnpoftible, that two may louc 
conftantly vnmarried feuen yeres 5 but he may aboue that two fay, 
fuch are fcarce found in feauen ages, Walke but to Weftminfter,— a 
place, in faith, where conftancie is as little vfed as wit in Bedlam,' — and 
yet there (I warrant you) you ftiall haue your head filled with talcs 



The passionate Morrice, 91 

of vnconflant louers. Goe, likewife, to Poules (a path as well haunted 
with hunters of hoiieflie as Kemps head is fometimes peftered with 
knauerie), and blame Honejile if there you heare not outcries of 
wauering wenches. Long lanes and broade Hreetes^ little cottages 
and manner places^ are at this day, by report, boldred with naught fo 
much as with vnconftant mindes. Whereby, what through the 
forrowe Conftancies complainte moues, and the griefe honefties 
broken pate procures, it is great pittie wee lliould not haue many 
kiiackes to knowe knaues by, and as many ligges to gird garifh girles 
with. I[n] peticoate lane is a pocket ful of new faflhions, the drift 
whereof is, that firft commers fhould be hrH ferued 5 but they meane 
no commers which enter not the placket. In Shooelane there is one 
that felles running lether, the vertue whereof is maintained with 
liquor of a careles heart 5 fo that hee or Ihee that cannot play light of 
lone, fliall not be cuftomed there. Withdrawe your felues ^to Crooked p leaf G 4, 
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lane, and, of Honefties credite, you iliall finde more traps to catch 
Rats and Mice there, then conftant louers in Shordich Church at 
midnight. 

What fliall I fay, lince the art of Cony-catching hath foreHalled 
good inuention ? but fie on the diuell that driues fuch wits to fo bad 
a bargaine, as to be forfi: to fpend their time in no better fiiudies. 

They haue need of good intelligencers that lliall intermeddle with 
trickes of Coning-fliifts 3 for mine own part, I had rather wade to 
the middle in Loues whirle-poole, then to the anckles m the brooke 
of vnconflancie. And yet, force perforce, by Loues appoyntment, I 
mufl: haue a fling at her followers. Let them flye to the gallowes, 
for Honejlie^ that loues her fo well 5 and my fling will driue 
them to a worfe place, vnlefle they leaue her. Vp hill and downe 
hill is a very troublefome labour 5 but vp the ladder and downe 
the rope ends many ones miferie. What fleeper way then to 
the height of affedion ? and how many often poll: vp and down 
betweene that and the valley Likings-recantation. ' I recant ’ now a 
claies folio wes Loues heeles like his fliadowe* it is a halting crack- 
halter, and a hurtfull hinderloue, and befl: he fliall be knowne by his 
flumpe foote. I meane not a mifhapen ledge, but a refling loue, 
that either makes fuch a full poynt in the beginning, as he can goe 
no farther, or els flands at a flay two or three quarters, not knowing 
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whether it were beil to goe forwards or backwards. Extreames are 
as daungeroLis as ftretches : for^ as many ioynts are out-fet or crackt by 
the one^ fo many vncurable hurts are receiued by the other. Ilonejlie 
thinkes a feuen nights fpace is too iliort a time to fallen a true loners 
knot 3 but he that out Hayes the moiieth, may learne as much in that 
time as is needful! to be knowne. A longer time is pleating to them 
that haue barres to hinder their forwTardiics, but he that may goe on 
without hinderances^ if liee aimes at a longer refpite^ take it on 
Honejiies word^ hee workes but vpon aduaiUage. They that build 
their alfedlion vpoii reafon, are like to remaine moil conllant 3 for 
ig. H] ^ where a condition of prohte binds the Tutors^ there a long day will 
not likely be broken. But this reafon cranes wifedoine, the experi- 
ence whereof mull awaite on Loues followers, the pradlife being 
nothing but this, a care in our choyce to maintaiue the mainc 
chaunce. That is, that they which haue little, doe faiicie none but 
fuch as haue fomewhat, and they that haue nothing, either to match 
with fuch as haue enough to feme themfelues and others, or els to lit 
Hill in the chimney corner. A 1 muH meafure their liking according 
to the depth of their defire, to the end they may line with content- 
ment, which will (I warrant you) nourilli confiancie. 

Now folioweth another fort, which are not the leafi enemies Lone 
hath, being our common courting lads, who take Inch plcafiu'c in 
their pregnant wits, and fo great glorie in their roadie tongues, as a 
wench cannot peepe forth the doores, but they muH bane a Hing at 
her beautie. Firfi comes, Taire ladie,God faue you ’3 and then followes, 
that the light of fuch a blazing Commet makes them Hand at the 
gaze, for that fuch lights are feldoine feene. After, ciirues their 
application, falling front the ccleHtall creatures to their earthly God- 
deifes, extolling their beauties to fuch a height, as, when they can goe 
no further, hauing forgotten their way backwards, they fall downc 
headlong, breaking the necke of Good reafon. Then come they to 
the good parts of their bodies, and from thence to a fapernaturall 
view of their hidden vertues, building vpon the prouerbe, y/ Jairc 
face carmot ham a crabbed heart, though many of them find by ex- 
perience, but crabbed entertainment to proccede from thole tluar 
celefiial obieds 3 yet the moH, what through their quicke conceipts, 
fa lie protefiations and vfuall reforting into their coxnpanics, bring 
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many into fach a fooles paradice, as they harpe on nothing but 
manage. And marnell not, feeing we hane many fo forward 
wenches, that if a man looke but earneftly vpo 72 them, they thinke 
verely hee is inamoured of their beautie j but dial he fpeake, and fay 
he loues them, my father, my mother, ^ and all my friends mufl be sig. H, 
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made priuie to his proceedings, for I know he will haue me.” 

Alas! light hearts that are lead away with euery kinde blatl^ 
know ye not that our age flowes with fine wits, that mufi: borrow 
their pradlife of fuch like patients ? Doe not many men cheapen, 
that meane not to buy ? & think you to want fuch cufiomers ? How 
many come into a Faire with neuer a farthing in their purfes, and yet 
for falhion fake will afice the price of a coftly peece of worke ! Our 
tongues tland vs in little charges for reparations 5 and feeing they 
weare not, we will not fpare to wagge them. But this is bed: knowne 
to you women, whom nature bindes to the greatefi; practice, hauing 
giuen you no other weapon 3 yet, I may tell you, men cannot want 
that inflrument, efpecially in their wooing matters. But did many of 
both kindes vfe it lefie, both you and they fiiould fpeede neuer the 
worfe, for you fhould mifie of many fond faithles fpeeches, and they 
fhould march without as many kinde hit-home floutes. They fhould 
not, playing with the fire, be burnt with the flame, and remaine 
helples through your careles pitie 5 nor fhould you be intrapt in the 
fnares of their fmoothe words, decreafiiig your glorious beauty by 
hopeles conceites of obtaining your wiflied happines. 

Many honeft mindes taken at their words, are bound to bad bar- 
gaines, when, on the contrarie part, a crackt credit regardes neither 
his own reputation or anothers welfare. How eafie is a free horfe 
tired, a good edge-toole fpoyled, and a kinde heart furfeited ? A dull 
iade will rather be fpurde to death then breake his pace 5 and with a 
bad knife we may afiay to cut any thing, without dooing it much 
harrae j but woe bee viito that heart, whofe mildenes makes it felfe 
fubiedt to a counterfeit kindnes. You fliall fighe forth your forrow, 
while they fmile at their good fucceffe ; they, building their aflurance 
of being no lofers on your good difpofitions, that ferue for fiables to 
rcfi: their hopes in j your good natures mufi: bee but rouraes for 
hackmes that neuer knowe their mafiers, and your kinde ‘^hearts to 
ferue for mangers to feede their bad conceites. Their trotting lhall 
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fafteii to your heads heapes of proclamations, the claufes whereof 
fhall breede thoufand of doubted miferies, and ten thoufands of care- 
fall heartbreakings. Their counterfeit frendlhip lhall hinder faithfull 
and louing proceedings, hurting alFedtion by hindring it from it 
defarte, with keeping it from receiuing the due of requital!. That 
booties conftancie lhall banihi faithfull loyaltie by crabbed crolTes, 
and purchafe to it felf, through a haples coiiclulioii, a cart-loade of 
carefull extremities. True-meaning thereby lliall be deceaued on 
both tides, and kind-heartediies plagued with ouer-furefet affedtion. 
Loue fhal be banded away with the racket of diliimulation, and 
beaten at lall into the hazard Defpaire by his fporting enemie. What 
a great lofie will followe fuch a chafe, and how great expence of 
hearts griefe muh enfue fo fliroude a game, geffc you, that lie 
condemned in the like charges. Onely Honcjiie pitlies fuch a 
paftime that ends with fo fmal pleafure, and wil now come to giue 
you warning of what he hath feene happen in the like cafes of little 
coiifcience. 

There was one of this focietie that had fo courted vp a wench, as 
through a potion of pleafure he had giuen her, her belly rofc like a 
blowne bladder. Belly round flie was, fo that, through his craft, her 
credit lloode vpon crackings which die perccauing, entreated her 
phidtion, that as hee had taded of her curtelie, fo he would fauc her 
lionellie, declaring that llie was with childe, as the truth was. ^ Of my 
faith (quoth he), what care I > You might haue tooke better heede ; 
you are bed to make hade and get a father for it.’ hope (an- 
fwered flie) you will not feme me fo 5 are thefe your faire promifes ? 
and can your vowes bee fo flightly palTed oner } Haue you not 
made loue to me by the fpace of a quarter, being vfecl kindly of mce, 
and can you finde in your heart thus cruelly to requite my extraor- 
dinarie fauour, putting me to iliiftes in this extremilie ? Is it poliibic 
ig H 2, your profelTed whot loue fliould be fo foone cold, or that ^ your large 
promifes Ihould turne to fo little performance ? I cannot tliinkc you, 
being a man, can be fo cruell as to cad away a poore maiden,’ 
‘Away, bead (quoth he), thy pcrfwalions arc as booties as thy 
thoughts j and I am affured thou art not fo foolidi as to build of any 
thing I haue faide, or of that I haue done, but as of a ied | if thou 
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dooflj, it will be a bad foundation 3 ’ and with, that, he dong forth of the 
dores, leauing my maimed-maide in a bad taking. 

Doe you tearme fuch dooing ieding ? thought Honejiie ; if 
Chaucers iapes were fuch ieftes, it was but bad fporte 3 well, a fporte 
it was, though it proued a fare earned 3 and who knowes not that 
fweete meates crane fowre fauce ? Her laughing lye-downe came to 
fad riling-vp, a flirewde fporte to turne to fuch forrie padime 3 and if 
fuch an earned penny cannot binde a bargaine, nought wil holde the 
like chapmen but a halter. Now, Tiborne and Wapping waite on 
fuch for Porters, as pod to markets, fo to ied with lac’d-mutton. If 
faying had been all, fliee had beene foolifli indeede to haue regarded 
a fooles fpeeches 3 but, feeing he crept fo farre into credit with her, 
as he crackt her placket lace, how could he of confcience call that 
ieding ? Doth Honejiie talke of confcience to Buis bailiffes, that 
haue no care of any thing but to fane their calTokes from being his 
purchafe ? Now, de of all the Beadles of Bridewell, if they fpare fuch 
a fporter comming vnder their corredtion, without double the dole 
they punilh one of Baals common Priedswith. I would their blewe 
coates might fall to be Hindes fees, vnlede they giue fuch foure ludie 
lathes at euery kennell and dreets corner they pade by. Why, vnder 
the cloake of honed fatiffadlion, to allure an honed minde to lewde 
corruption, is no lede thede then robbing of Churches 3 onely the 
Clarkes confent feemes in the one to crane fome tolleration ouer it 
doth in the other. Then you will fay they deferue both to be hanged, 
and fo would Honejiie fay, but that their chridianity merites charitie. 

But, of my troth, if Honejiie were a ludice, fuch as die after the felfe- 
fame order, Ihould either marrie with theTTx they ^ haue deceiued, or psig. H3] 
hang without them, my minion going vnpunidied, for that time in 
hope of amendment. Lone is a kinde hart, and mariage is a fweete 
baite 3 what, then, will not fuch promifes gaine of a faithfull loner ? 

This ieding turnes to lingring lone, when the weaked hath furfeited 
in affedlion. Sweet fpeeches haue vowed euerlading condancie3 
running in the pleafant raeddowe of kindenes, it growes ludie, fpend- 
ing the remnant of his wooing to winne vnto fuch bad fare 3 courting 
endes with fuch a charge, changing profeded loue into burning lud. 

Loue lookes to be maintained with kindenes, and when he hath got 
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what wordes can afFoorde, then falles he to ielliilg, which turns 
contrary to Chaucers meaning, to the fatiffying of a teachers lull in 
earnell. But too too much of this, except it were better ; and once 
more returne we to our melancholly lefte marde maide. 

She, poore foule, fet fo lightly by in her fortie wcekes reckoning, 
fo thought on her prefent hard hap, as die quite forgot her acconipt, 
wlierby now die was in a worfe taki/zg then before ^ for il^ being put 
to her othe, Ihe Ihould milfe of that, his counter othe would make 
but a fo fo end for her^ and, therefore, thus die bedirrcd her felfe in 
the matter. She made her cale knowne to a freend, and, falling 
downe vpon her knees, entreated him, for the padion of our Lady, to 
Hand good lielpe vnto her, to draw her mate to marry with her. 
Who, being a very honed man that had fome care of her credit, 
laboured fo effe6tually in the matter, as, what through promifes and a 
peece of money, he made it a match 5 fo that, what through a little 
honeftie my man was endued with, and a peece of money my maiden 
was endowed with, we had a choptlodgicke. Now, woe vnto fuch 
wooed fponfes, if their mates want altogether honedie, and they hauo 
no money 3 and this might haue, perchaunce, wonne the danding in a 
white dieete without fo good a maider. Take heede, girlcs, how you 
trud to fuch helpes, for HojicJiie can tell you they are not ordinaric. 
It is harder to hnde one fuch in euery pariflxe through a Countrie, 

^ then to finde a honed woman in a houfe of Wcdinindcrs Ilof- 
pitalitie. Alas ! how many honed mens children come to decay 
through this pradtife ? Talke with any corrupted Virgincj and, 
excepting one amongd twentie, if they all not agree that fuch entice- 
ments were the procurers of their miferie, neuer beleeue Honeftie for 
a halfepeunie. Beware if a rich manage be offered for a rewarde of 
breache of honedie 3 there are fewe that will not confent to leacberie 
with fuch briberie. 

But the opening of an other wound remaincs, with which lone is 
hurt by his courting enemies, for they which haue beeiic onc'c 
deceiued by datterie, will hardly be drawen to bcleeuc dnceriiic, 
whereby the faithfull futor is hindred from his due. The beaten 
dogge diuns the dick 3 the torraewted patient feares the Pothccaries 
drags 3 the childe that hath beene fore whipt for a fault, will fcarc, 
by offending, to hazard his breeche. Who is more warie of his wel 
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fare, then he that hath been in greateft extremitie ? and if lone 
hath been wounded with a diifembled afFe6tion, he will be afraide to 
enter into an adtion from whence the like forrowe may fiowe. What 
giues greater hope of conflancie, then vowed loyalty ? or what feemes 
fweeter then fugered flatterie ? Affedlion Ipringeth of kinde vfage, 
and lone fettles on a continued Ihewe of profelTed zeale, which, 
being lure fet, ca?znot be remoued witAout great danger, except wife- 
dome be a helper. What forrowe danger brings, and what care dif- 
contentment harboureth, he knowes not. But of the vncealing harts- 
greefe, with the tormenting foure-fauce which leafoneth the dellruc- 
tion of entire affedtion, none can iudge, faue thofe that haue tailed 
thereof j onely it may be imagined by the elFedts that haue followed 
the like caufes (as by the vntimely death it hath brought to fome, a 
depriuation of their wits to others, laiiguilhing difeafes to many j 
namely, the greene licknes, the mother, and fuch like ; and laftly, to 
all mad melancholye fits), that they which are fauoured with the leafi 
milhap that comes through want of their longing, are rewarded ^ with p leaf H 43 
the lolTe of a prefent wel-fare, hauing that fupplyed by a gifte of 
fighing heauines. Now, after the freedome from fuch a mifcheefe, 
who will not fweare to file from the like danger ? And fince flatterie 
cannot, without dangerous triall, be knowen from faithfull freendlhip, 
who will not Ihunne both, fearing to mifiake the one for the other ? 

If a kinde hart hath beene deceiued by a crooked knaue, clad in the 
robes of a courteous louer, Ihe will euer after mifirull the habite, for 
that it is vnpoflible to know the hart. Who can forbid the Tailor to 
vfe his arte ? and doo you thinke that any one for an aduantage will 
let to trie his crafte? The Diuell can change himfelfe into any 
lliape •, and the onely meanes to knowe him (as is faide before), is his 
ftumpe foote. 

Liking wil not be long a dooing j and loue that followes is but 
little, whereby he brings no great harme j but al the mifcheefe comes 
with defire, which fwelles the alFedtions, and predominates ouer loue 
and liking j he makes the mif-rule, and keeps the open Chriftmas 5 he 
defires the fporte, and maintaines the paflirae, fo that, though he be 
long in comrning, and fiaies but little in his Lordfhip, yet the re- 
membrance of his iolitie is not forgotten a long time after. He 
keepes his cufiome euery yeere 5 and a yeere with him is but a fiiort 
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fpace j fo that after he comes to his full age, he makes many Chrift- 
matfes 3 for Defire is not fhort liued. It is therefore this lingring loue 
that dooth all the harme, becaufe by him Defire is onely begotten. 
He that, beating the market, is willing to buye, will not Itancl long a 
bargaining when he hath met with his liking, for feare a francker 
cuftomer fteppe betweene him and his longing 3 bat if he be careles, 
he will not deale without a good penni worth. Very eafily, then, is 
the mifcheefe of repentance taken from women, feeing a true-mean- 
ing fator may be as quickly difcerned, as a careles chapman may be 
perceiaed. And how fondly doo they entrude themfelues into the 
needles hazard of great difcontent, that will let their loue runne fo 

[jiejifH4, farre without reafon, as it ^cannot be called backe without great 

back] 

greefe at the leail. Though a buyer be not able to giue the feller 
his afking, yet will he be earned: to bane it at inch a price as he doth 
offer 3 and, although this louing cuftomer be not of abilitie to anfwere 
thy freends expedation, yet fhall he not be forward to be pofTelfed of 
thee 3 he is but a watcher for aduaiitages. So that if either his abilitie 
be fuch, as of himfeife he can maintaine thee, or be thy poftibilitie fo 
great, as by his good endeuour he may winne a lining, thy freends 
good will, by the poffeflion of thee, thy aftedion is too too colde, it 
thou keepes him lingring without his longing 3 and his deuotion is 
fmall, if he be not an vneeadng futor for it. 

And truely, in Honejlies minde (and pardon me, I pray you, with 
whofe conceipts it iumpes not), thofe matches fliali profper bcil, 
where loue is rather refpeded then wealth 3 prouided there be a care 
had of the likelyhoode of poftibilitie which muft come with one of 
them. But lhall one that hath nothing, ioyne louing ilfue with an 
other that hath, or is like to haue as little, he hauing no mcanes to 
make a liuiiig, he ftiewes himfelf to be a fooliih follower of repent- 
ance, and an vncharitable procurer of an others wretchednes ? llicre 
are many good wits, that, wanting matter to worke on, wade into the 
triall of dangerous conclufions, which otherwife being imployed, would 
become profitable members of a common wealth. All cannot be 
heires, and many yonger brothers children are but barely left, though 
they haue had good bringing vp, which nothing hinders their gentrie, 
onely, now a daies, it is a barre to their preferment. For men wil 
fooner match their daughters with ray yong raaifter, a rich Cobkrs 
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Sonne, though they be their heires, then with a Gentleman of a good 
hoiife, being a yonger Brother. Heerby comes the decay of ancient 
gentilitie, and this th^ making of vpftart houfes 5 heerby, thofe that 
haue had good bringing vp, mull either goe to plough and carte, being 
drudges to fuch drones, or their natures, difdaining that, and more 
abhorring to begge, leade them to lewde pradtifes to maintaine ^ the D sig. i] 
hate of their birth. And did you. Fathers, which are to match your 
Children, know the hart-breakings many parents (which haue beene 
of your mindes) haue found by triall, then would the feare of vnciuill 
behauiour, which ipringeth by fucceffion from their carterly pro- 
genitors, turne your greedie defire of golden gaine, to a ioyfull gaining 
of your pofterities happines. 

But f e of couetoufnes, that is the roote of all mifchiefe 5 for men 
that haue enough to make their Daughters Gentlewomen, by match- 
ing them with houfes of no fmall antiquitie, will, with the defire they 
haue therevnto, wooe men of great lining with large offers, to match 
their fons and heires with them 5 Who, being drawen therunto, will 
vfe them their wiues meetely well during the life time of their owne 
and wiues Fathers, for that their eflates are by their great portions 
better maintained, and their beB freends thereby well pleafed. But 
let your Daughters beware, after your and their Fathers death (when 
all hope is taken away of a further gaine, and a fearch made of their 
aunceflors alliance), for then, feeing the bafenes of your pettigree, and 
the noble defcents of their predecefTors, that corruption of blood which 
you, with your corruption of money, hath made, and their Fathers 
couetoufnes hath purchafed to their fucceffion, will (as for the mofl 
parte it doth in the like cafes) moue fuch hartbreakinges, as either 
quarrelles of diuorcement or futes of feparation will furely followe. 

When, on the contrary parte, if refpedting gentrie, thereby to aduaunce 
your houfes, you would match them with Gent, yonger brothers (of 
whom there ought to be lelfe regarde, the chiefe houfe being main- 
tained), your Daughters portions being the onely maintenance of 
their ellates, would be fo Brong a helpe to encreafe their affedtion 
towards your children, with purchafed happines to their poBerities, as 
knowing no houBiolde quarrelles can be wdthout charges, they willbe 
glad to Budie to encreafe the fweetenes of vnitie, thereby to continue 
euerlaBing profperitie to their following ages. 
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[I sig. I, ^ Honejiie kiiowes what the fairing-monger will faye, when he 111 all 

heare of one fo flat againfi: his opinion toaching mariages, not letting 
to affirnie that it is mofl neceffarie that the confent of parents fliould 
be lafl fued for, and little regarded in refped of lone, efpeciallye 
feeing his Pamphlet buildes fo diuinelye on farre-fetcht arguments to 
prone the contrarie. TherforO;, to prenent him, and to prouide againfi 
the great danger their matches-making procure, Honejiie mnii teli him, 
and affure all thofe that are of his minde, that were the worlde like 
vnto that wherein Abraham liued^ or were Fathers of thefe daies of 
his difpofition, his argument drawen from the gift of Eiiah to Adam^ 
by God, and fuch like, might feeme to proue fome thing. But, feeing 
thefe times in effedt are quite contrary to thofe, and the difpofitions 
of men in our daies altogether difagreeing to theirs of that age, his 
time had beene better fpent in a worke to fome other purpofe. For 
a little to feeme to flie from my matter, and to haue a fling at him : 
how many Fathers now a daies are there fo carefull of prouiding con- 
uenient mates for their children at a feafonable time as our great Grand- 
father Abraham was ? Againe, how manye haue children that are fo 
obedient to bend their loue to their Parents liking as was Ifaac P Ob, 
Sir, you are deceaued, our yong ones are of riper wits, and far for- 
warder then Children were in thofe daies, and our olde ones are of 
more couetous mindes, and far forwarder to be drawen to their 
childrens good; for what greater good then to enioye them they 
loue ? and what will offend our parents more then to entreat that he 
fent his feruant to fearch forth one of his next kinne, not to enquire 
after one that had mofl wealth; and fliould fome children entertaine 
no loue in our time vntill their parents procured it, nor fue for a 
match before their freends made it, it were requifte their honeflie 
fhould be great, or I knowe what will follow. Yet, againe, Fathers 
Hue not now adaies ordinarily aboue a hundred yeeres, whereby tlicy 
C**sig. 1 33 haue a long la^fling gouernement ouer their Children ; but beholdc it 
is far contrary, and therefore it requires contrary proceedings. And 
laflly (for that I will not be long at this time in this matter), the holy 
writ beares not fuch fway in our confciences, as it workt wonders in 
theirs of thofe daies ; and therefore, to helpe our weaknes in tlie want 
of that warrant, we mufl vfe the meanes — loue — to drawe vs to that 
euerlafting happines. 
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Bat once more to my courting companions^ to make as fpeedie an 
end with thera^ whofe haire-braine fancying and tickle affedtion is no 
fmall hindrance to lones proceedings. Honejiie, hauing fet downe the 
meanes to dnde out their knaaerie^ hath alfo prouided a batte to beate 
downe fuch flatterie, the inftruement to finde out their difiimulation 
being a fearch into their lingring, and the clubbe to match their 
club be feete, a loathing of their company. But to come to the 
punifhment I would haue fuch to be plagued with : in my opinion, 
and by Honejiies doome, they are worthie to be fet for fcarre-crowes 
in newe fowen fieldes j and the rather thus goes my iudgement, for 
that feeing they are fo fldlfull to doo harme in townes and cities, if 
that bad-ufed wit were ford to be imployed about that commodious 
doo-good, they would inuent excellent meanes to preuent the Ipoyle 
the rauenous birds commit. Their pregnant wits and cunning 
deuices to catch womens aifedtions, that farre exceede crowes in 
reafon and difcretion, confirme they would be drange, and therefore 
profitable ^ yet, becaufe it is fomewhat too bace, though their pradtifes 
are as beadly, I will ende with them with this refolutioii : — That they 
are as worthie to dand in white-dieetes in Churches, for leauing 
women in delperate cafes, hauing drawen them into that fooles 
paradice of ouer-padionate affedtion, as they that poyfon drangers 
bellies 5 This would make faithfull futors happie, condant louers 
ioyfull, and courting didemblers feareful. 

HoJieJiie, hauing noted thefe enormities harbored in lewde dilpo- 
dtions diufiled into this Morrice, at lad lent ^his eares, and bedowed [isig. I2 
his eyes, ioyning with him his bed vnderdanding, to fearch into the 
natures of tliQ remnant, to fee whether the multitud were mixed with 
thefe in bad conceits. But, behold, fo contrarie pradtizes were per- 
formed by them, as thofe proceedings are difagreeing to the further- 
ance of perfedt vnitie. Amongd thefe did I beholde Loue dandled 
with fweete mufick, and condant affedtion vpholden with moded 
demeanour. The foueraignes of Virginitie diiplayed their heauenly 
dignitie, by the imperiall colours of matchles beautie, grounde with 
the Am,hrqfian oyle of celediall courtefie 5 and the matronly deities 
proued their ethereall difcreetnes, in following the heauens pre- 
fcriptio 72 for Loues true imitation. I faw Kindenes matched v/iih 
Goodwill, Affedtion linked vnto Liking, & Loue embraced with 
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Loyaltie, Vertue leading them to eternall happines. They liked not 
for a moment, loiied not vpon aduantage, nor wooed but with a good 
intention. Thefe ihaked not hands with hatefall hearts, nor vfed 
fmoothe tongues with diliembling thoughts. They courted not 
kindely, to corrupt ilrameflilly, ne protefled with vowes, to wound 
with wordes, and kill with deeds 3 but hand and heart went together^ 
and the tongue vttered their paffionate conceites ^ their heart louiog 
them as faithfully as their tongue labored to winne their courtefie. 
And you no earthly creatures^ though ioyned with men for their 
eternall good (you heauenly faints, I nieane, madcing in the Iha- 
dowes of terreilriall ihapes), you beautihe this crue with your deuinc 
motions, whofe miades are onely inritched with the true wdfdome 
that vpholdes Loues welfare. Your facred adtions ayde his hmple 
followers, & naught but your carefull kindnes binds mens weake 
affedions from vnconflancie. You make their praiers effedtuall, their 
requeft gayning through you the fafetie of their longing. Your piltic 
brings them to pietie, and your almes relieues them from the captiuilic 
of Defpaire. Deflreffed Honejlie is foly harbored within your niilke- 
wliite bofomes, and were it not for your bountifull cbaritie, liis cud 
C^sig.is] 1 would be tormenting beggerie. Your allablaller pappes do wholy 
miiiiiter moifture to my confuming welfare, and from their fiigcrcd 
teates doe I onely drawe my liquor of life, fo that by your motherly 
kindnes to decaying Honejlie, they reape likcwife their bliiTc, tluit 
would giue mee my baine^ recoueriug contrarie to their wils the 
remaynder of their weale. For how marcheth the paiEonalc fouldier, 
without you found the alarome of his good-fpeede } or, how faretli the 
amorous gallant, except you play the galliard of acceptance? Vn- 
fortunate eyes, your pearcing fightes flial be cruelly curb, and 
vnnaturall vfage tliall be offered to your obedient hearts j for feeing 
and adoring celefliall obieds, vales their relenting pittie take mcrcie 
on your deftrelTed abieds. And blafpheming tongue, thy vnbridled 
impudencie fliall heape vpon thy owne back a bundle of vntollcrable 
miferies, by being forced to vtter execrable flaunders again ll them for 
their hard hearts, that were purchafed to workc your hard happe 
through your owne iniurious follie. Paflions of difeontent muft 
pleafe your fancies, and forrowfull poems muft grace your mufick 5 
deep fighes mult ftraine your heart-firings, and direfull forro^ves luV 
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you a fleepe, when v ifions of new deftreifes niuft difquiet your greateft 
happines, and dreames of frelli vexations forbid you the leafl eafe. 
You diall fue in vaine, becaufe yon haue delighted in vaniiie ^ and 
hope without obtaining, for that your heart haue harbored diiTembliiig, 
except thefe goddelTes, whofe goodnes is vnfpeakable, vouchfafe to 
minifter a plafler of pitty to your louing pietie. It is their courtefie 
that muil make you chereful, and their good conceits mufi: cherifh 
your dying mirth j their liking muft honour your aiFedtion, and their 
gratefull kindiies mud: aduance the zeale of your protefted loyaltie. 

It is in their choyfe to change your chance, and in their power to 
bridle Fortune ; for that the Fates, being their filers, are at their 
calles to fet downe your dellinies. If they fay they doe hate you, 
beware, for they can hurt you 5 but if they afErme they loue you, 
friue to conhinue your prefent happines, and feare to lofe the prof- 

hs 

fered blelTednes. Why are women accounted weake, but becaufe 
their nature is pure ? Or, wherefore are they neceifarie, but that men 
cannot line without their companie ? When we are fuccorles, they 
comfort vs ^ being melancholy, they cheere vs 5 and they are the 
meanes to redeeme vs from the gates of hell. Being mad, their 
mulicall tongues chafe away the euill fpirits j being bewitched, their 
loue charmes the tormenting diuels 5 and being fwallowed vp by the 
gulfe licentioufnes, tlie heauens haue created them the heipe to 
redeeme vs from that hellilh furnace 

Thus much for their power ; & now, a little of their properties, 
O, facred mercie (neuer more honored then in the pittifull bofomes 
of thefe feminine deities), thou holds thy chief harborow within their 
pafionate bofomes, & only art nourilhed in their relenting harts. 
Thou lingf within the clofets of their pittifull confciences, & reioyceft 
within the caftles of their celeftiall foulesj thou liueft with them 
fecure, and makes through them multitudes of miferable wretches 
polTelTors of the higheH happines. Thou heares the lighes of fuing 
fweet -hearts, &: comforts the pinching griefe of pining loners. Thou 
meditates of their vowes, and Eudies to requite their carefull alFedtioii 
with kindeE curtefie. Thou pittieE tlie foolifli maladies of fond 
nouices, & forroweE at the weaknes of many mens wifdome. Thou 
EriueE to do no wrong, that thou maiE be free from iniurie 5 and 
labours to Eiunne fiifpedt, that thou maiE bee without mifdoubh 
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Thou iludieft to repay, that thou maifl reape thy dae^ and keepefl thy 
day, that thou maid: bee well dealt with. Yea, much more, and fo 
much the better for man 5 thou pitties them that would Ipoile thee, 
and forgiues them that would hurt thee ,* thou wilhed: them well 
that would bereaue thee of thy weale, & loued: them (which is thy 
only fault), ouer entirely that ed:eeme of thy proffered kindnes too 
too careledy. Yet let difcretio;2 haue the fecond place with you, for 
die guides them by reafon, and that gouerns men with wifdome. 
leaf 1 43 She knowes when to charme with ^ fweete melodic, and when to cor- 
re6t with louing perfwadons 3 die vfeth to dandle vertue, and reproue 
vice, to embrace good and die from euill, and willingly to fubiedt 
obedient imitation to holfome counfell, as alfo dutifully to dedre 
libertie from ftooping to inlurious dodtrine. Shee fearcheth into the 
depth of fubiedted feruife, and difcouering whether it be offered of 
curtede, or proffered of knauerie, regards it according to it value, and 
rewardes it with it full worth. She teacheth to like ere they loue, 
and louing to encreafe, or deminifh the heate of their fancie, accord- 
ing to the proportion of kinde coales that nouridieth the dre of their 
affedtion. She perfwadeth to launce, courting to the bones to dnde 
out the danger } and feeing what likelyhoode, either of weale or woe 
is liked: to enfue j fbee dieweth them what is good to withdrawe the 
putrided liking, and what is holfome to preferue the found loue. And 
die fludies to make them happie, by widiing men their welfare to 
make them conflant, by endeuoring to encreafe a fparke of loyaltie, 
and to make them honored by inflrudting them in the true rules o£ 
modeftie. 

And now dep in further, thou beautifying modeftie ^ for thou 
added no fmall renouiie to their adored natures, nor doth thy badi- 
fulnes meanely adorne their highly prifed excellencies ; thy rode 
blufdies bring no fmall honor to their admired beauty 5 nor euer dies 
that facred dayning colour, vntil by mans corruption that maidenly 
marke be extinguidied. Yet then (but, ah ! that man diould do fo 
much !) thy decent fobrietie aduanceth the dignity of their womanly 
chaditie, and thy matronly behauiour difplayeth the soueraiutie of their 
motherly nurture. Thou giues examples that, imitated, preuent occa- 
fions of enticing offers to draw to folly, and efcapes the iniurious danders 
of fulpitious fearchers, i/iat hunt after Ihewes of fenfuality. Thou main- 
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taineft peace at home^ efcapeft fulpe6t abroade^ and keepefi: thy loners 
heart from harboring ieloufie^ the chiefe procurer of greatell miferie. 

And thou gainefh liking, and encreafeft affedtion, receiuing lone and 
loyaltie with an affuhed pledge of neuer-dying conftancie. Neither 4, 

art thou, euerlafting goddes, a ftranger to mens-helpers ^ for thou, 
with all the vertues, waite vpon thefe beautiful fpedtacles, and they, 
with the Graces, extol thofe the earths miracles- Their praifes are 
vnfpeakeable, for that their worth is vnualuable and their defartes 
vnrequited, becaufe through mans weakenes mifprifed j but fuch and 
fo great were the adorned excellencies of thefe humaine deities, as 
their pradtifes layde open their princely courtelie, and their perform- 
ances made their loners happie. And men reioyced through their 
faithfull affedtionj fludying to requite womens euerlafling kindnes 
with the reward of neuer-ceafing conflancie. Men vfed heauenly 
wifdome to obtaine liking, and carefull behauior to confirme loue 
being purchafed,* and women were forward to beflowe modefi: kindnes, 
being faithfully dealt withall, and effedhially requited proffered 
curtefie ,• neither being too too coye, or fhewing themfelues ouer for- 
ward to be wonne. But briefly, and fo to end : euery one of them 
rendred like for like with proofes of neuer-altering affedtion, they 
thereby gaining vnto themfelu[e]s the fugred fweetnes of 
celefliail amitie, & tying vnto their kinde thoughts, 
the affedlions of their well-willers, with 
euerlafling conflancie. 
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TO THE WORSIPFULL 

MASTER George Dowse, GENTLE- 
MAN, To. La. WISHETH FRVITI- 

on of endlesse felicitie. 

F writings may quittance benefits or goodwill, more 
then common curtesie, then accept, I beseech you, 
these first fruites of my barren braine, the token of 
my loue, the scale of my affection, and the true 
cognizance of my vnfained affection. And for so- 
much as the plot of my Pamphlet is rude, though true, the matter 
meane, the manner meaner, let me humbly desire, though slenderly 
I deserue, to haue it patronized vnder the wings of your fauour5 in 
requitall whereof I will be. 

Yours euer to command, 
lo. La, 





Cp 6] TO THE GENTLEMEN 

READERS. 

I Vdiciall Readers, wise Apolloes fiocke. 

Whose eyes like keyes doe open learnings locke ^ 
Daigne with your eye-lampes to behold this booke. 
And in all curtesie thereon to looke : 

Thus being patronized by your view, 

I shall not be ashamed of his hew. 

O gTaunt my suite, my suite you vnderstand. 

That I may you commend, you me command. 

lo. La. 
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• W 

Ilou tliat didst earst Romes Capitall defend, [p 7] i 
Defend this sacred relique of thj wing, 

And hj thy power Diuine some succor send. 

To sane the same from carping Momus sting : 4 

That, like a tell-troth, it may boldly blaze. 

And pensill-like paint forth a iust dispraise. 6 

[ 2 ] 

Goe, naked pen, the hearts true secretarie, 7 

Imbath’d in sable liquor mixt with gall. 

And from thy master these rude verses carrie. 

Sent to the world, and in the world, to all : 10 

In mournfiill verse lament the faults of men. 

Doe this, and then returne heart-easing pen. 1 2 

[3] 

Time sits him downe to weepe in sorrowes fell, [p. 8] 13 

And Truth bewailes mans present wickednes j 
Both Time and Truth a dolefull tale doe tell. 

Deploring for mans future wretchednes. 16 

With teare-bedewed cheeks, help, help therfore. 

Sad tragicke muse, to weepe, bewaile, deplore. 18 

[] 

Mee thinks I see the ghost of Conscience, 19 

Raisde from the darke graue of securitie. 

Viewing the world, who once was banisht thence, 

Her cheeks with teares made wet, with sighs made dry : 22 

And this did aggrauate her griefe the mor6. 

To see the world much worse than twas before. 24 
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[5] 

She wept > I saw her weepe, and wept to see 
The salt teares trickling from her aged eyes 3 
Yea, and my pen, copartner needs would be. 

With black-inke teares, our teares to simpathize : 28 

So long wee wept, that all our eyes were drie. 

And then our tongues began aloud to crie. 30 

M 

Come, sad Melpomene^ thou tragicke Muse, Cp. 9] 31 

To beare a part in these our dolefull cries ! 

Spare not with taunting verses to accuse 

The wicked world of his iniquities ! 34 

Tell him his owne 1 be bold, and not ashamed. 

Nor cease to speake till thou his faults hast blamed ! 36 

[7] 

I seeme to heare resounding Ecchoes tatling, 37 

Of misdemeanors raigning heere and there. 

And party-coloured Pyes on greene bowes pratling. 

Of foolish fashions raging euerie w^here : 40 

Then blame not my muse, what so ere she say, 

Sith birds and Ecchoes, mens fond faults bewray. 42 

[ 8 ] 

O world, no world, but rather sinke of sinne, 43 

Where blind and fickle Fortune Empresse raigneth; 

O men, no men, but swine that lie therein. 

Among whom, vertne wrong’d by vice complaineth : 46 

Thus world bad, men worse, men in world, worldly men. 

Doe giue occasion to my piaintife pen. 48 

[9] 

Sinne, like the monstra Hydra, hath more heads, Cp. 10] 49 

Then heauens hie roofe hath siluer-spangled starres. 

And in his lawes,^ mens soules to hell he leads, ii orig. lawes] 

Where fierie fends meete them in faming Charres : 

This Pirate, like a Pilate, keepes each coast. 

Bringing his guests vnto their hellish hoast. 


54 
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[10] 

If all the earth were writing paper made, 55 

All plowshares pens, all fiirrowes lines in writing. 

The Ocean inke, wherein the sea-nimphes wade. 

And all mens consciences were scribes inditing : 58 

Too much could not be written of mans sinne. 

Since sinne did in the first man first begin. 60 

But as the AEg}’'ptian dog runs on the brinke 61 

Of Nilus seuen-fold ouer- flowing doud. 

And staying not, nowhere, nowhere doth drinke. 

For feare of Crocodiles which lurke in mudde : 64 

So shall my pen runne briefly oner all. 

Reciting these misdeeds which worke mans tbral. 66 

[i^] 

Nature, that whilome bore the chiefest sway, [p u] 67 

Bridling mans bodie with the raignes of Reason, 

Is now inforc’d in viicoth walkes to stray, 

Exilde by custome, which encrocht through treason : 70 

Instead of Art, Natures companion, 

Fancie with custome holdes dominion. 7 ^ 

[13] 

Quid could testifie that, in his time, 73 

Astraea fled from earth to heauen aboue. 

Loathing iniustice as a damned crime. 

Which she with equall poised schoales did proue ; 76 

And this pen in my time shall iustifie. 

That true religion is coiistrainde to flie. 78 

[x43 

The two leafe-dores of quondam honestie, 79 

Which on foure vertues Cardinall were turned. 

By Cardinals degree and poperie. 

Are now as heretike-like reliques burned : 8'.^ 

Now carnall vice, not vertue Cardinall, 

Plaies Christmas gambals in the Popes great halL 84 

SHAKSPEBE^S EHUEAim ; TEEE-TBOTH. 8 
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[x 5 ] 

sith the Popes name pops so fith’ in, fp i?] 

From Pope ile take the Latin P. away. 

And Pope shall with the Greeke tt. then begin, 

"Whose type and tippe that he may climbe ile pray : 

Pray ail with mee that he may climbe this letter ^ 

For in this praier each man is his better. 

[x6] 

I passe not although v. ith bell, booke, and candle^ 

His bald-pate Priests and shoren Friers curse 5 
My plaintife pen, his rayling text shall handle : 

Nor doe I thinke my selfe one iot the worse : 

Yea, though my pen were in their Purgatorie, 

Yet should my pen hold on his plaintife storie. 

[0] 

Oh, what a world is it for one to see. 

How IMonkes and Fibers would religious seeme } 

Whose heads make humble congies to the knee. 

That of their humble minds all men might deeme : 

These be the sycophants, whose fained zeale 
Hath bruught-in woe to euerie common weale. 

[18] 

The Monkes, like monkies, hauing long blacke tailes, [p 23] 
Tell olde wines tales to busie simple braines 3 
The baudie Friers do hunt to catch females. 

To shrine and free them from infernail paines. 

Tims Monkes and Friers, hre-brands of hell. 

Like to incarnate diuels with vs dwell. 

[xp] 

But I as loath, so tvill I leane to write, 

Against this popish rifable rabble route. 

Hoping ere long some other will indite 
Whole volumes gainst their slander-bearers stout : 

Poets and Painters meane while shall descry. 

With pens and peiisils, their hypocrisie. 


85 

88 

yO 

94 

96 

97 

ICO 

102 

T03 

106 

108 

109 

112 


II4 



and his pens complaint. 115 

[20] 

As thus my pen doth glance at euerie vice^ 1 1 > 

Needs mu^^t I heare poore Learnings lamentation^ 

Which whilome was esteem’d at highest price. 

But now reiected is of euerie nation : 1 18 

She loueth men, yet is shee wrong’d by men 3 

Her wronged lone giues matter to my pen. 120 

Pallas, the nurse of Nature-helping Art, [p 121 

Whose babes are Schoiiers, and whose cradels, schooles. 

From whose milch teates no pupils w^ould depart. 

Till they by cunning shund the names of fooles : 134 

She, euen she, wanders in open streetes. 

Seeking for schoiiers, but no schoiiers meetes. 1 26 


Englands two eyes, Englands two Nurceries, 127 

Englands two nests, Englands two holy mounts, 

I meane, Englands two Vniuersities, 

Englands two Lamps, Englands two sacred founts, 130 

Are so puld at, puld out, and eke paid downe. 

That they can scarce maintaine a wide sleeu’d gowne. 132 

C^3] 

Lately as one Came ore a Bridge, he saw 133 

An OxE stand ore a Forde to quench his drouth : 

But lo, the Oxe his dry lips did withdraw. 

And from the water lifted vp his mouth. 136 

Like Tantalus, this drie Oxe there did stand : 

God grant this darke Enigma may be scand ! 138 

[^4] 

The Liberal! Sciences, in number seauen, [p- ^5] 139 

Which, in seauen ages, like seauen Monarchs raigned. 

And shin’d on earth as Planets seauen in heauen. 

Are now like Almesfolkes beggarly maintained, 142 

Whilst in their roome, seauen deadly sins beare sway,^ 

Which makes these seauen Arts, like seauen slaues obey. 


144 
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[^5] 

Grammar, the ground and strong foundation 145 

Vpon which Lady Learning builds her tower 5 
Grammar, the path-way and direction 

That leadeth vnto Pallas sacred bower^ 148 

Stands bondslaue-like, of Stationers to be soid^ 

Whom all m free Schooles erst might free behold. 150 

[26] 

Add Rhetoricke, adornde with figures fine, 151 

Trickt vp with tropes^ and clad in comely speech,. 

Is gone a Pilgrime to the Muses nine. 

For her late wrong assistance to beseech. 154 

Now rich Curmudgions, best orations make. 

Whilst in their pouches gingliiig coyne they shake. 156 

C^7] 

Logicke, which like a whetstone sharpes the braine, Lp 15? 

Logicke, which like a touch-stone tries the minde, 

Logicke, which like a load-stone erst drew gaine. 

Is now for want of maintenance halfe pinde 5 160 

And sirb in Colledges no maides may dwell. 

Many from Colledges doe her expelL 162 

[^ 8 ] 

Musicke, I much bemourne thy miserie, 163 

Whose weli-tunde notes delight the Gods aboue. 

Who, with thine eare-bewitching melodic, 

Doest vnto men and beasts such pleasure moue : 1 66 

Though wayling cannot helpe, I wayle thy wrong. 

Bearing a part with thee in thy sad song, 168 

[29] 

AritJimeticke, she next in number stands, idp 

Numbring her cares in teaching how to number 5 
Which cares, in number passing salt-sea sands, 

Disturbe her minde, and still her corps incumber : 

Care addeth griefe, griefe multiplies her woe. 

Whose ebbe substracting, brings reducing floe. 
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[30] 

Geoffietrie, as semile prentise bound tp- 17 ] i75 

Vnto the Mother earth for manj yeares. 

Hath long since meated out the massie ground. 

Which ground the impression of her foot-steps beares, 178 

Great was her labour, great should be her gaine 
But her great labour was repaid with paine. 180 

AstroJiomie^ not least though last, hath lost 18 1 

By crueil fate her starre-embroidred coate j 
Her spheric globe in dangers seas is tost^ 

And in mishap her instruments doe doate : 184 

All Almanacks hereof can witnesse beare. 

Else would my selfe hereof as witnesse sweare. 186 

[3^] 

But how should 1 with stile poeticall 187 

Proceede to rime in meeter or in verse ? 

If Poetrie, the Queeiie of verses all. 

Should not be heard, whose plaint mine care doth pierce i 190 

Oh heipe, Apollo ^ with apologie. 

To blaze her viideserued iniurie. 192 

[3.3] 

Horace did write the Art of Poetrie, Tp 183 193 

The Art of Poetrie Fir gill commended ^ 

Quid thereto his studies did applie. 

Whose life and death, still Poetrie defended. 196 

Thrice happie they, but thrice vnhappie I, 

They sang her praise, but I her iniurie. 198 

C34] 

0 princely Poetrie, true Prophetesse, 199 

Perfections patterne, Matrone of the Muses, 

1 weepe to tbinke how rude men doe oppresse 

And wrong thine Art with their absurd abuses. 202 

They are but drosse, thine Art it is diuine. 

Cast not therefore thy pearles to such swine. 204 
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[35] 

The sugred songs that sweete Swannes vse to siiig^ 

Floting adowne Meanders siluer shore^ 

To conntrie swaines no kinde of solace bring j 
The winding of an borne they fancie more. 

No marueile then though Lradie Poetrie 
Doe suffer vndeserued iniurie. 

[36] 

Like to Batillus, euery ballet-maker, [p. 19] 

That netier climbd vnto Pernassus Mount, 

Will so incroach, that he will be partaker 
To drinke with Maro at the Castale fount. 

Yea, more then this, to weare a lawrell Crowne 
By penning new gigges for a countrie clowne. 

[371 

YTien Marsias with his bagpipes did contend 
To make farre better Musicke then Apollo : 

When Thameras in selfe conceit would mend 
The Muses sweete songs note, what then did follow ? 
Conuicted both, to both this was assignde : 

The first was hangd, the last was stroken blinde, 

[38] 

And may it happen to those bastard braines. 

Whose base rimes striue to better Poetrie, 

That they may suffer like deserued paines. 

For these be they that worke her infamie. 

Thus hauing blazed false Poets in their hew, 

Deare Poetrie (though loth) I bid adiew. 

[39] 

As Poetrie in poesie I ieaue, [p. 20] 

I see seaueii sinnes which crost seauen Liberall Arts, 

Which with their fained shew doe men deceaue. 

And on the w^ide worlds stage doe play their parts : 

As thus men follow them, they follow men. 

They moue more matter to my plaintife pen. 
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[40] 

These mincing maides and fine-trict truis_, ride post 235 

To Plutoes pallace^ like pnrueyers proude 5 
Thither they leade many a damned ghost. 

With howling consorts carroiing aloude : 238 

And as one after one they^ post to hell. 

My'- plaiiitife pen shall their abuses tell. 240 

[41] 

First praunceth Pride with principalitie, 241 

Guarded with troupes of new-found fashions : 

Her hand-maides are Fancie and Vanitie ; 

These three a progresse goe throughout aU nations ^ 244 

And as by’' any^ towne they passe along. 

People to see them gather in a throng. 246 

[42] 

Now fine-ruft RufEnes in their brauerie [p 22] 24^^ 

Make cringing cuts with new inuention : 

New-cut at Cardes brings some to beggarie. 

But this new-cut brings most vnto destruction : 2^0 

So long they cut, that in tlieir purse no groate 
They leaue, but cut some others purse or throate. 252 

[43] 

Bedawbd with gold like Apuleius Asse, 253 

Some princk and pranck it : others, more precise. 

Full trick and trim tir’d in the looking-glasse. 

With strange apparell doe themselues disguise. 256 

But could they see what others in them see, 

Foilie might fiie, and they might wiser bee. 238 

[44] 

Some gogle with the eyes, some squint-eyd looke, 239 

Some at their fellowes, squemish sheepes-eyes cast. 

Some turne the whites yp, some looke to the foote, 

Some winke, some twinke, some blinke, some stare as fast. 262 
The summe is inhnite 5 eye were a detter. 

If ail should answere I, with I the letter. 204 
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[45] 

Many desire to foote it with a grace^ Cp. 22] 26^ 

Or Lion-like to walke maiesticall : 

But whilst they striue to keepe an equipace^ 

Their gate is foolish and phantasticall, 268 

As Hobby-horses^ or as Anticks daunce. 

So doe these fooles vnseemely seeme to praunce. 270 

[46] 

I will not write of sweatie, long, shag haire, 271 

Or curled lockes with frisled periwigs : 

The first, the badge that Ruffins vse to weare. 

The last, the cognisance of wanton rigs, 274 

But sure I thinke, as in Medusaes head. 

So in their haires, are craulling Adders bred. 276 

[47] 

Men, Pro fez/^-like, resemble euery shape, 277 

And like Camelions euery colour faine j 
How deare so ere, no fashion may escape 

The hands of those whose gold may it attaine : 280 

Like ehbe and flow, these fashions goe and come, 

Whose price amouiiteth to a massie summe. 282 


C48] 

The sharp-set iawes of greedie sheeres deuoure, £p. 23] 283 

And seaze on eueiy cloath as on a pray. 

Like Atropose cutting that in an houre. 

Which weauers Laches eASk.^ wrought in a day. 286 

These snip-snap sheeres, in al shieres get great shares. 

And are partakers of the dearest wares. 288 


[49] 

When flg-tree leaues did shroude mans nakednesse. 

And home-spun cloath was counted clothing gay. 

Then was mans bodie clad with comelinesse. 

And honour shrouded was in rude array : 

But since those times by future times were changed. 
Thousands of fashions through the world haue ranged. 
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[50] 

Ambitious thoughts^ hearts hanghtie^ mindes aspirings ^95 

Proud lookes, fond gates^ and what not vndescreete^ 

As seruants waite^ mens bodie still atyring 

With far-fetcht gewgawes for yong children meete : 2,98 

Wherewith whilst they themselues doe daily decke^ 

Brauado-wise they scorne to brooke the checke. 300 

[51] 

Some couet winged sleeues like Mer curie, [p. 24] 301 

Others^ round hose much like to Fortunes wheele 
(Noting thereby their owne vnconstancie);, 

Some weare short cloakes^ some cloakes that reach their heele. 304 
These Apish trickes vsde in their daily weedes^ 


Bewray pliantasticke thoughts;, fond words^ foule deedes. ^06 

Bold Bettresse braues and brags it in her iers^ 307 

And buskt she must be^ or not bust at all ; 

Their riggish heads must be adoriid with tires^ 

With Periwigs^ or with a golden Call. 3 to 

Tuf tut^ tis nothing in th’Exchange to change 
Monthly, as doth the Moone, their fashions strange. 31a 

LS3] 

It seemes, strange birds in England now are bred, 313 

And that rare fowles in England bnild their nest, 

When Englishmen with plumes adorne their head. 

As Avith a Cocks-combe or a Peacocks crest. 316 

These painted plumes, men in their caps doe weare. 

And women in their hands doe trickly beare. 318 

[543 

Perhaps some women being foule, doe vse [p 25I 319 

Fowles feathers to shroude their deformitie : 

Others perchance these plumes doe rather chuse. 

From weather and winde to shield their phisnomie. 322 

But whilst both men and women vse these feathers. 

They are deem’d light as feathers, winde and weathers. 
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r55] 

Some dames are pumpt^ because they line in pompe. 
That with Uerodias they might nimbly daunce^ 

Some in their pantopheis too stately stompe. 

And most in corked sliooes doe nicely praunce. 

But here I doubtfull stands whether to blame 
The shoomakers, or them that weare the same. 

B< 5 ] 

III countrie townes, men vse fannes for their come. 
And such like fannes I cannot discommend : 

But in great cities, fannes by truls are borne. 

The sight of which doth greatly God ohfend. 

And were it not I should be deem’d precise, 

I could approue these fond fann’d fooles vnwise. 

L'/l 

A Painter lately with his pensill drew 
The picture of a Frenchman and Italian, 

With whom he plac’d the Spaniard, Turk, and lew 5 
But by himseife he sat the Englishman. 

Before these laughing, went Democritus, 

Behinde these weeping, went Heraclitus, 

[58] 

Ail these in comely vestures were atired. 

According to the custome of their land. 

The Englishman excepted, who desired 
With others feathers, like a lay to stand. 

Thus whilst he seeketh forraine brauerie. 

He is accused of vnconstancie. 

[59] 

Some call him Ape, because he imitates 5 
Some foole, because he fancies euery bable 5 
Some liken him to fishes caught with baites. 

Some to the winde, because he is vnstable. 

Then blame him not, although gainst Englishmen, 
This Englishman writ witli bis plaintife pen. 
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[60] 

But hush I no more 3 enough’s enough 3 £e^ he, [p 27] 3jj 

Wilt thou thy countries faults in verse compile? 

Desist betimes, least thou peccaui crie. 

For no bird, sure, his owne nest will defile* 35 S 

Well, sith thou brak’st his head, and mad’st a sore. 

With silence giue a salue, and write no more. 

[61] 

The world began, and so will end, with Pride 3 
With Pride this poynt began, with Pride it ends : 

And whilst in pleasures Chariot she doth ride. 

My plaintife pen, page-like still by her wends. 

Thus hauing painted out Prides roysting race. 

At this poynts end, a periods poynt I place. 

[62] 


Now pyning Enuie whining doth appeare, ' 367 

With bodie leane, with visage pale and wan. 

With withered face, and with vnkeamed haire 3 

She doth both fret and fume, sweare, curse, and ban : 370 

She fareth ill, when other men fare well. 

Others prosperitie is made her hell. 372 

[63] 

She peepes and pries into all actions, [p. 233 37 j 

And she is neuer well but when she iarres : 

She is the mother of all factions. 

She broacheth quarrels, and increaseth warres : 376 

Anger is hot, and wrath doth roughly rage. 

But nothing, Enuies heating hate can swage. 37S 

[64] 

This Trull inticed Pompey to contend, 379 

And with great Caesar ciuill warres to moue : 

This dame allured kings their lines to spend 

In bloodie broyles, and braules deuoyd of loue : 382 

Incensing subiects gainst their gouernours, 

Sonnes against Sires, Captiues against Conquerors. 384 
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[65] 

As Iron doth consume it seife with rust. 


00 

By eating which, it seife it still doth eate. 

So doth the enuious man soone come to dust. 

And doth consume himselfe whilst he doth fret. 


388 

Thus Eiiuie stiii conspires to end his life. 

That lining with another, iiues at strife. 


39 ^^ 

[66] 

We reade that Enuie twixt two men did grow. 

[p. 29] 

391 

And that the one of tliem one eye would lose. 

So that he might pluck both eyes from his foe. 

And plucking both eyes out, his eyes might close. 


394 

0 who would thinke, a man should beare the minde 
To lose one eye, to make another blinde ! 


39'5 

[67] 

What trade so base but there is Enuie in it. 


397 

When Minstrels with blinde Fidlers daily striue ? 

What strife is there, but Enuie doth begin it. 

When iusliog lacks, to walls their betters driue ? 


400 

The truth hereof I shall not neede to sweare, 

Sith Heszode old hereof doth witnesse beare. 


402 

[68] 

WTat is the cause that many mop and moe. 


403 

That many scofFe, and scorne, and gibe, and iest. 

With rimes and riddles rating at their foe. 

Flouting the base, and powting at the best } 


406 

What is the cause ? the cause one line shall show ; 
Enuie is cause, which in mens hearts doth grow. 


408 

[69] 

Knowledge, wdthin the hart of man doth dwell j 

Cp 

409 

And loue, within the liner builds his nest : 

But Enuie, in the gall of man doth swell. 

And piayes the rebell in his boyling brest. 


4IS 

0 would to God men had no gall at all. 

That Enuie might not harbour in the gall ! 
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[70] 

Enuie and Chari tie together stroue 

4^5 

Which of them two a man should entertaine : 

The one with spight^ the other sought with loue ^ 

The first in gall^ the last in hart would raigne : 

418 

So long they stroue^ that Enuie lost the field;, 

And Charitie made Enuie captiue yeeld. 

420 

[71] 

Enuie, adiew, and welcome Charitie, 

421 

The bond of peace and all perfection. 

The way that leades to true felicitie. 

Filling the soule with most diuine refection. 

424 

Enuie shall goe. He cleaue vnto thy lore. 

Thee will I serue, and thee will I adore. 

426 

[7^] 

Next foliowes Wrath, Enuies fierce fellow-mate. 

rp-sH 427 

Attired in a roring Lions skin, 
letting along with a giant-like gate. 

Which aye a tyrant terrible hath bin. 

430 

A butcher like, within his hands doth beare 

Their harts, which he with woluish teeth doth teare. 

432 

[73] _ 

Wrath moued Herod with blood- thirstie hart 

453 

To slaughter infants from their mothers brest 

Like lambes scarce ean’d, or doues new-hatcht to part, 
And with lines losse to leaue both damme and nest. 

43-5 

0, had King Herod knowne what would ensue, 

He had not done what he did after rue. 

43 S 

[74] 

He shed their blood j their blood did vengeance crane 5 

439 

They first too soone, he last too late did dye 5 

They led the way, he followed to the graue 5 

Both they and he a pray for wormes did lye. 

442 

Yet thus they differ, wormes them dead did eate. 

But him aline, the wormes did make their meate. 

444 
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[75] 

'W'ratli in Caligulaes mad head did grow^ lp 32] 445 

Making him wLh that home had bat one head. 

That he might smite off that head at a blow, 

Mliose pompe he saw, like many heads to spread : 448 

But whilst he thought Romes heads in one to lop, 

Romes heads in one, his hoover of life did crop. 430 

[76] 

Wrath is the cause that men in Smith-field meete 431 

(Which may be called smite-field properly) ; 

Wrath is the cause that maketh euery streete 

A shambles, and a bioodie butcherie, 434 

Where roysting ruffiiis quarrel! for their drabs. 

And for sleight causes, one the other stabs. 436 

[ 77 ] 

AVrath pulFes men vp with mindes Thrasonicall, 457 

And makes them braue it braggadochio-like : 

AATath maketh men triumph Tyrannical^ 

With sword, with shield, with gunne, with bill and pike : 460 

Yea, BOW adaies AATath causeth him to dye 

That to his fellow dares to giue the lye. 46s 


[78] 

Mars is the Chieftaine of tliis wrathflill host, [p 3^1 463 

Whose embrewd standard is with blood dyed red 5 
Of many he spares few, and kils the most. 

And with their corps his bioodie panch is fed. 466 

Tara tantara, sa, sa, kill, kill, he cries. 

Filling with blood the earth, with scrikes the skies. 46S 

[79] 

AVraths fierce fore-ninner is Timeritie, 

And after Wrath Repentance shortly foil owes : 

The first rides gallop into miserie. 

The last procures sadnes, despayre, and sorrow, 

AVlio therefore doe desire to Hue at rest. 

Let them not harbour wrath within their brest. 


474 
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[3o] 

Wraths contrarie is Lady Patience^ 475 

Who conquers most when she is conquered. 

She teaclieth beasts that they by common seiice 

IMigiit teac^i to vanquish, being vanquished. 47 8 

Rammes running back with greater force retarne. 

And Lime most hot, in most cold springs doth bur lie. 48 o 

[81] 

Patience, a cosin hath calde Sufferance, [p* 3-^3 481 

Neerely akind, because she is so kinde 5 
She is most like a Doue in countenance. 

And like an Angell in her humble minde 5 484 

All Phaenix-like she is but rarely found, — 

Would God she might be seene on English ground, — 486 

[82] 

Then naked swords themselaes would neuer cloath 487 

With wounded skinnes of men whom men did maime j 
Then quarrellers would, after quafSng, loath 

With stabs and strokes to kill or make men lame. 490 

Then, then I say, swords might in scabberts sleepe. 

And some might laugh which are constrainde to weepe. 493 

[83] 

As thus my pen, writing of Vice, spares none, 493 

It brings into my sight a lazie Gill, 

A sleeping sluggard and a drowsie drone. 

Which snorts and snores, and euer sitteth still : 496 

Some call her Sloth, some call her Idlenesse, 

A friend to neede, a foe to wealthinesse. 498 

[843 

They tearme her Mother of all other vices, [p. 35} 499 

Bearing a spawne of many new-bred sinnes : 

Many she lures, and many she entices. 

Whereof most part is trapped in her ginnes : 502 

She is the But at which foule Lust doth shoote. 

And where she toucheth, there she taketh roote. 504 
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[S5] 

I once did heare of one Lipotopo 5*^5 

(Whose pace was eqiiall with the sheli-housde snaile) 

That to a fig-tree lasily did go, 

l»V|iose broad-ieau'd brandies made a shady i^aile : 5 ^^ 

Thither this lurking lubber softly creeped. 

And there this lazie lizard soundly sieeped. 510 

[ 86 ] 

But as one Gofffj by the fig-tree went, 5^^ 

He wakened him from out his drowsie sleepe. 

And earnestly did aske him what he ment, 

Vnder that fig-tree all alone to keepe. 514 

As thus he did Lipotopo awake. 

Yawning and gaping, thus he idly spake : 516 

[87] 

Good friend, it is a paine for me to speake, [p- 363 517 

Because I vse nothing but only deeping : 

Yet vnto thee my minde He shortly breake, 

And shew the cause of my here daily keeping : 520 

The cause is this, that when these ripe figges fall. 

My gaping mouth might then receiue them all. ^22 

[ 88 ] 

As thus he spake, Gqffb from off the tree 523 

Pluckt a ripe hg, and in his mouth did put it 3 
Which when he gan to feele, my friend (quoth he), 

I pray thee stirre my iawes that I may glut it, 526 

Goffo, admiring this his lazinesse. 

Left him as he him found, in idlenesse. 328 

[89] 

O would my pen were now a pensill made, 529 

And I, a Poet, might a Painter bee. 

That picture-like this patterne might be laide 

Before mens eyes, that it their eyes might see; ^32 

By which they, seeing Sloths deformitie. 

Might ftie from sloth, and follow Industrie. 534 
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C90] 

Now doth appeare dame niggard Auarice, Cp. 37] 533 

Who^ being lodeii with gold^ gapes for gold ; * 

She raiseth cheape things to the highest price^ 

And ill Cheapside makes nothing chaepe be sold, 538 

Which co}Tie, her chests hid fall, fulfill her eye. 

Whilst poore folkes perish in great miserie. 540 

. 

She hath been troubled long with one disease, 541 

Which some a Dropsie call, or drouth of gaine; 

She drinkes and drinkes againe, yet cannot ease 

Her thirstie sicknesse and her greedie paiiie : 544 

Still is she sicke, yet is she neuer dead. 

Because her sicknesse still is nourished. 546 

[ 9 ^] 

Her bodie grosse, engrosseth all the come, 347 

And of the grossest wares makes greatest gaine : 

Yea, Grocers now adaies, as men forlonie, 

Auerre that they gainst her haue cause to plaine : 350 


Yet doth she liue, yet doth she tyrannize. 
Because her coyne her works doth wantantize. 

[93] 


This Auarice a cosin-germane hath, [p. sS] 333 

Which many Londoners call Vsurie, 

Which like a braue comptroller boldly saith. 

She will bring England into miserie, 336 

Who, vnder colour of a friendly lending, 

Seemes of her bad trade to make iust defending, 338 

[94] 

They hand in hand doe walke in euery streete, 339 

Making the proudest Caualiers to stoope : 

If with their debtors they doe chaunce to meete. 

They pen them vp within the Poultries coope. 362 

And if for gold lent, men would counters pay. 

In Woodstreets Counter there them fast they lay. 3 64 

SHAKSPEEE'S ENGUAND ; TELE-TBOTH, 9 
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[95] 

Now Ciiaritie^ wiiich is the band of peace^ 

Is turned to a*^criueners scribling-band^ 

To Indentura facta, or a lease, 

To racking houses, tenements and land : 

Ail tills can gold, all this can siluer do. 

And more then this, if iieede require thereto 

From whence comes gold, but from the earth below "I 
Whereof, if not of earth, are all men made ? 

Tike will to like, and like with like will grow 5 
Growing they florish, florishing they fade. 

But where are gold and men? in hell 5 wher’s hell? 
On earth, where gold and men with gold do dwell. 

[973 

The pronerbe old I doe approue most true. 

Better to fill the beiiie then the eye : 

For whilst rich misers feedes on monies view. 

Sparing they Hue in wilful! penurie : 

Yea, more then this, they liue vpon a crust. 

Whilst in their heaped bags their gold doth rust. 

CpS] 

Come, plain tife pen, and whip them with thy rod, 

And plainly tell them their Idoiatrie, 

Which make their gold their loue, their life, their god. 
Which with their gold desire to Hue and die. 

Tell them, if to no better vse they turne 

Their gold, they wdth their gold in hell shall burne. 

[99] 

Thus leauliig Vsurie and Auarice, 

As Sathans iimmes, or fire-brands of hell. 

As raueiiing woiues that liue by preiudice. 

Or greedie hogs that on mens grounds do dwell : 

I post to that which I had almost past. 

But iiowe haue ouertaken at the last. 
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13 1 

[loo] 

The name of her whom heere I meete withall 

S 9 S 

Is Gluttome^ the mother of excesse^ 

Which, making daintie feasts, doth many call 

To eate with her the meate that she did dresse : 


Who being set to eate her toothsome meat. 

Eating doth eate and nener cease to eate. 

600 

[lOl] 

This tnill makes youngsters spend their patrimonie 

6 b I 

In sauced meates and sugred delicates. 

And makes men stray from state of Matrimonie 

To spend their substance vpon whorish mates : 

604 

That by their iauish prodigalitie 

She may maintaine her heshly vanitie. 

606 

[102] 

With gobs she fils and stuifes her greedie gorge. 

Ep* 4^3 607 

And neuer is her gaping stomacke fed. 

Bits vnchaw’de in her bulke, as in a forge, 

Kindle the coales whereof foule lust is bred : 

610 

Thus doe we see how lazie glattonie 

Comforts her selfe with Ladie Lecherie. 

612 

[103] 

One other mate she hath, call’d Dronkennesse, 

613 

A bibbing swilbowle and a bowzing gull. 

Which neuer drinks but with excessiuenesse. 

And drinkes so long vntill her paunch is full j 

616 

She drinkes as much as she can well containe. 

Which being voyded, then she drinkes againe. 

618 

[104] 

But when the drinke doth worke within her head. 

619 

She rowles and reekes, and pimpers with the eyes j 

She stamps, she stares, she thinks white black, black red. 
She teares and sweares, she geeres, she laughes and cries 5 

622 

And as her giddie head thinks all turnes round. 

She belching fals, and vomits on the ground. 

624 
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[103] 

Some men are drunke, and being: drunke will fight | 
Some men are drimke, and being drunke are merrie ^ 
Some men are drunke^ and secrets bring to light 5 
Some men are drunke, and being drunke are sorie ; 
Thus may we see that drunken men haue passions. 
And drunkennesse hath many foolish fashions. 

[106] 

Fishes that in the seas doe drinke their fill. 

Teach men by nature to shun drunkennesse. 

What bird is there, that with his chirping bill 
Of any liquoor ener tooke excesse ? 

Thus beastes on earth, fish in seas, birds in skie. 
Teach men to shun all superfiuitie. 

[107] 

Would any heare the discommodities 
That doe arise from our excesse of drinke > 

It duls the braine, it hurts the memorie. 

It blinds the sight, it makes men bieare-eyd blinkej 
It kils the bo die, and it wounds the soule 5 
Leaue, therefore, leaue, O leaue this vice so fbule ] 

[108] 

ISTow, last of all, though perhaps chiefe of all, 
hly pen hath hunted out lewde Lecherie, 

IrYhich many sinnes and many faults doth call 
To bee pertakers to her trecherie : 

Her loue is lust, her lust is sugred sower. 

Her paine is long, her pleasure but a flower. 

[109] 

When chast Adonis came to mans estate, 

Venus straight courted him with many a wile 5 
Lucrece once seene, straight Tarquine laid a baite. 
With foule incest her bodie to defile : 

Thus men by women, women wrongde by men, 
Giue matter still vnto my piaintife pen. 


[p. 42] 623 

628 

630 

631 

<^34 

636 

<^37 

640 

642 
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646 

648 

649 

6^2 
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[no] 

Thousands of whores maintained by their wooers, 6^5 

Entice by land, as Syrens doe by Seas, 

Which, being like path-waies or open doores. 

Infect mens bodies with the French disease ; 65 S 

Thas women, woe of men, though wooed by men. 

Still adde new matter to my plaintife pen. 660 

[hi] 

Whilome by nature men and women loued, fp. 44] 66 x 

And prone enough they were to loue thereby; 

But when they Quids ars amandi proued. 

Both men and women fell to lecherie : 664 

By nature sinning, art of sinne was found 

To make mans sinne still more and more abound. 666 

[ih] 

If that I could paint out foule lecherie 667 

In her deformed shape and loathsome plight. 

Or if I could paint spotlesse Chastitie 

In her true portraiture and colours bright, 670 

I thinke no maid would euer proue an whore. 

But euerie maid would chastitie adore. 6 "]% 

[^13] 

Then marled men might vild reproaches scorne, 673 ‘ 

And shunne the Harts crest to their hearts content, 

AVith cornucopia, Cornewall, and the home. 

Which their bad wiues bid from their bed be sent : 676 

Then should no olde-Cocks, nor no cocke-olds crow. 

But euerie man might in his owne ground sow. 678 

[1 14] 

Then light-taylde hufwiues, which like Syrens sing, Cp. 45] 679 

And like to Circes with their drugs enchant. 

Would not vnto the Banke-sides round-house fling. 

In open sight, themselues to show and vaunt : 68 ^ 

Then, then, I say, they would not masked goe. 

Though vnseene, to see those they faine would know. 


684 
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C“o] 

But in tills Labyrinth I list not tread. 

Nor combate with the minotaure-like lust > 

Hence therefore will I wend by methods thread. 

And wend I will, because needs wend I must : 
Farewell, nay fare-ill, filthie lecherie. 

And welcome vndefiled chastitie. 

[ri6] 

l^esta^ I do adore thy puritie. 

And in thy Temples will I tapers beare^ 

Thou, O Diana^ for virginitie, 

Shalt be the matrone of my modest feare. 

That both in one, both beeing Goddesses, 

May of my maden-head be witnesses. 

[117] 

O may my fiesh, like to the Ermiline, 

Vnspotted Hue, and so vnspotted die. 

That when I come before the sacred shrine. 

My vntoucht corps themselues may guiltlesse trie 5 
Then shall I glorie that I haue bin taught 
To shun the snare wherein most folkes are caught. 

[iiS] 

Thus hath my pen described, and descry’ d, 

Sinne with his seuen heads of seauen deadly vices. 
And now my plaintife pen hath verified 
That sinne, from vertue, mortall men entices : 

If any wicked Momus carpe the same. 

In blaming this, I passe not for his blame. 

[119] 

Dictator-like I must confesse I write. 

And like a Nomothetes criticall. 

Perhaps my pen doth crabedly endite 
In plaintife humors meerely Cinicall : 

But sooth to say, Tom-teltroth will not lie. 

We heere haue blaz’d Englands iniquitie. 
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[I20] 

And for because my pen dotb liquour want, 
Heere (being drie) he willing is to rest. 

Not for that be doth further matter want. 
For so to thinke, were but a simple iest : 
And if (as he hath not) he haue offended. 
He hopes (as you) so he wilbe amended. 
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The Episde Dedicatorie. 


P Oore TOM was set on shore in Kent, 

And to the next good Towne hee went ; 

At whose approach the Bosseldir 
Kept a most lamentahle stirre, 4^ 

That TOM would offer to returne 
Through the good Towne of Syttingborae. 

Hee askt him. If hee had a Passe ? 

And told him what the Statute was ; 8 

And like a Reverend Vestry wit 
Swore hee would not allow of it. 

But did advise him to resort 

To fetch his Passe at Tonstall Court, la 

Our TOM of all Trades hereupon 
Askt what was his condition 
Who was the Owner of that place. 

So farre in all the Countries grace ? i& 

For whom {as hee walkt on the way) 

He heard the poore so much to pray, 

The Rich to praise ; And both contend. 

To whom hee was the greater friend, ao 5 

Didst never meete his name there spread 
Where thou thy selfe didst vse to tread P 
®iVb P not Sir EDWARD HALES ? Quoth he; 

What TOM of Odcombe may st thou he P 34 

Hee is a man scarce spends a minute 
But hath his Countries service in it ; 

^ page iil ^ page iv. 
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Spends more to make them all accord j 

Then other Knights doe at their hoord. 2S 

Hee calVd him Knight and Barronet, 

Both 2vise and lust ; And what more yet P 
He swore that if hee were hut misty 

The Cou 7 itrey could not so suhsist. 3^ 

JFith that our TOM repaired thither y 
Conferrd Report and Proofe together ; 

And found Report had wronged him much 

In giving hut an out-side touchy— 36 

A tincture of a Painters trade y 

Where all was suh stance and in-lay d* 

Then TOM resolv'd to walke no farther 

To fnde a Father or a Mother ; 40 

No other Patron would hee seeke. 

But tender all at this K 7 iights feete : 

If hee accept what's well intendedy 
Our TOM of all Trades travaile s ended. 44 

Signa virtutum tuamm longe lateqz^e ferens, 

THO: POWELL, 


[This text, though copied from the Douce copy in the Bodleian, has now been 
collated with 4 : T. 34. Art. Variations in the Douce copy ; — 
p, 137, 1. 4, It it true 
p. 143, 1, 3 froffi the bottom^ gift 

,, last line^ incumbent (mth small i). 
p. 144, 1. 2, Dilecct 
,, L 14, Alchermi 

,, 1. 16, Parsonadge 

,, last line but 2, xnmediately 
p. 146, last line but 2, Cantiocluerum 
,, last line hit i, Yf 
p. 147, 1. 4, Person 

,, 1. ro, for Induction, 

,, 1. 12, peculiar. ] 




TOM of all Trades : 

OR 

THE PLAINE PATH- 

WAY TO PREFERMENT. 

RINITY Terme was now ended^^ For hy description 
of the time it could bee no other parcell of the 
yeare. In that the Scriveners at Temple-larre had 
no imployment, but writing of blanke Bonds and 
texting of Bills for letting of Chambers in Chancery^ 
lane. The Vintners of Fleetstreet discharged theyr lourneymen j A 
generall humility more then usuall possest the Cookery of Ram- Alley. 
TTie Ostlers of Holhorne had more than ordinary care to lay up theyr 
Ghuests bootes^ rather for feare of theyr slipping out of Towne than 
for any good observance towards them. And your Countrey Attor- 
neys would no longer by any ^meanes endure the vnwholsome ayre 
of an Eightpenny Ordinarie, Every one that had wherew'ith to dis- 
charge his Horse out of the stable^ strove who should first be gone. 
And amongst the rest^ my selfe made shift for so much money as 
wherewith to abate the fury of Mistrisse Overcount mine hostesse^ and 
so I departed likewise. 

At the top of Highgate hill I overtooke a Gentleman of North* 
amptonshire^ riding homeward, whom I well knew 5 Him I saluted 
cheerefiilly, and he received me lovingly. But in travayling together 
(Me thought) he was not Master of that mirthfull disposition which 
he was wont to carry along with him to shorten the way betwixt his 

^ Injime. 
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house and London. I gave him to vnderstand how strange and not- 
able this alteration appeared in him 5 And withaii desired to know so 
much of the occasion thereof as might be impartible to a freiiid of so 
small growth. To which he answered thus : Sir^ I come from 
London (It is true)^ from the Terme (It is certaine true), from London 
and Terme* True and certaine in nothing but expences in all things ; 
yet I would have you know that it is neither the Thunderclap of 
dissolving an Iniunctmn, nor the Doomesday of a Decree, nor Coun- 
saylors Fees, nor Attornies Bylls, in a language able to fright a man 
out of his wits, can proscribe me my wonted mirth. It is something 
nearer and dearer (my deare friend) that robs me of that cheere which 
used to lift me vp into the very Spheare, where loue himselfe sits to 
bid all his guests welcome right heartily. 

I remember mee of Children, sixe Soones and ^ three daughters, 
of whom I am the vnhappy Father. In that, besides the scars which 
my vnthriftines hath dinted vpon their fortunes, the wounds of vn- 
equall times, and a tempestuous age approaching, are like to take 
away from them all hope of outlining the low water ebbe of the evill 
day ^ all meanes of thriving by honest paynes, study, or industry are 
bereft them. The common vpon which industry should depasture 
is overlayd^ Numerousnes spoiles ail. And poverty sells all at an 
vnder value. 

In this case (Sir) what can be aduisd ? Wherevnto I thus replyed. 

Sir, I haue heedfully attended you in the delivery of your per- 
plexed thoughts concerning the care which you have of your children, 
taking the true and even levell of the declention of arts, the distent 
of trades & trading, the poverty of all professions, and the des- 
temper, not of ours only, but of all Christian clymates at this present, 
tending rather to a more contagion in the generall ayre then a calmer 
temparament (for ought that yet appeareth) : as for the stormynesse 
of the sea of state, forraigne or domestick, let vs leave the greater and 
lesser vessels that be exposed to it vnto the proper Pyiales, Masters, 
and Marryners, who have the charge to attend the line or plye at the 
tackle 5 we are but poore passengers, and may assure our selues to 
partake in their boone voyage, if they sue [c]eed well, — as they may be 
certaine to suffer in the same Shipwracke with vs, if wee miscarry. 

1 page 3. 
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The plaine Path-way to Preferment. 

I addresse me to give you the best advise I can^ touching the prefer- 
ment of every of your ^six sonnes and three danghterS;> in manner 
following. 

It is true in most Gentlemen, and very likely in you, as in others, 
living on ely vpon the revenew of lands. That the height of their 
Husbandry amounts to no more than to cleere the last balfe yeeres 
hooking, and borrowing at the rent day. That their credit may hold 
vp and keepe reputation till the next ensuing that againe. 

When you dye, the eldest Sonne claimes the inheritance of what 
you leave, thanke God and nature for it, your selfe least of all, and 
your fatherly providence never a whit. 

If you take some course in your life time to make the rest of 
your Children some small portions ©restates out of the whole of your 
lands. It is tenne to one but you destroy both him and them by that 
meanes. 

For the heire, commonly striving to vphoid the reputation of his 
Ancestors, He abates nothing of his fathers accustomed expences 
towards the raising of those portions or estates so deducted. And 
they, on the other side, presume so much vpon the hope thereof, that 
no profession will fit them- To bee a Minister (with them) is to be 
but a Pedant ; A Lawyer, a mercenarie fellow ; A Shop-keeper, a 
man most subject to the most wonderfull Cracke, and a creature 
whose welfare depends much vpon his Wives well bearing and faire 
carriage. What is, then, to be done ? 

Surely it would be wished, seeing God and nature hath provided 
for the eldest, your younger sonnes, and your daughters especially, 
being worst ^ able to shift, should bee by you provided for in the first 
place, while your Land is of virgin reputation, while it is chast, and 
vndishonested by committing of single fornication with Countrie 
Creditors, that trade without sheets (that is) by Pole deed, only for 
saving of costs ^ or, at least, before it have defiled the bed of its 
reputation by prostituting to the adulterous imbracings of a Citie 
Scrivener. But especially, before it grow so impudent as to lie downe 
in the Market place, and to suffer everie pettie Clarke to bring its 
good name vpon Record, and charge it that it was taken in the very 
fact betweene other mens sheets, — ^As in this Statute, or in that 


1 
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Judgment : Take lieed of that by any nieanes. And bee sure to 
match your eldest sonne when your credit is cryed vp to the highest, 
whiie your heire is yet in your power to dispose, and will bend to 
your wiiij before his blood begin to feele the heate of any affections 
kindling about him, or before he can tell what difference is betwixt a 
falacke wrought Wastcoate with a white apron, &: a loose bodied 
gowne without an apron. Put him of in his best clothes, (I meane) 
in the assurance of your lands 3 sell him at the highest rate. Then 
dicotomize the whole portion of his wife into severall shares betwixt 
your other children. Not share and share like, but to every each 
one, the more, according to their defects : Let impotencie, decreptnes, 
ilfavourdnes, and incapacitie, rob the other of so much money as they 
have done them of comlinesse, activitie, beautie, and wit. 

Put them not into any course of living according to any prescript 
order or method of your ^ owne election. But according to their 
inclination and addition, seeing that everyone, by instinct of nature, 
delighteth in that wherein he is like to bee most excellent. And 
delight and pride in any thing undertaken, makes all obstacles in the 
way of attaining to perfection of no difficulty. 

Now, ill the next place, take heed that you put offi those your 
sonnes whom you finde fit and addicted to be bred in the Ministerie, 
or made up to the law, or to be apprentized, betimes, and before they 
take the taynt of too much liberty at home. 

And when they be put forth, call them not home speedily to 
revisit their fathers house, no, not so much as Hospitably by any 
meanes. 


la the first place^ take your 
direction for the 
SCHOLLER. 

His Education, 

His Maintenance, 

His Advancement, 

F Or his Education. The Free-Schooles generally afford the best 
breeding in good letters. 

^ page 6. 
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So many of them also aiFord some reasonable meanes in ayde of 
3"oung Schollers^ for their diet^ lodging, and teaching, given to them 
by the Founders or Benefactors of such Schooles. 

^ Some of them be of the foundation of some Kings and Queeiies 
of this Land 5 and they are commonly in the gift of the King, or his 
Provost, or Substitute in that behaife. Others be of the foundation 
of some Bodies or Societies incorporate 3 And they are commonly in 
the gift of such Masters, Wardens, Presidents, and their Senior 
fellowes^ such chiefe officers of any other title, or such Master, 
Wardens, and Assistants, or such Opposers, Visitants, or Committees 
of such bodies respectively as be appointed thereunto. Others be of 
the foundation of some private persons : And they are, for the most 
part, in the gift of the Executor, Heire, or Feoffees of such Donor, 
according to the purport of his Will, or Grant, or both. 

Of every of which several! kindes respectively are : 

Eaton. 

IVestniinster. 

Winchester. 

The Merchant ay tors Schoole, London. 

The Skynners at Tunlridge. 

Sutton’s HospitalL 

St. Bartholomews. 

And very many other the like. 

Briefly, few or no Counties of this Kingdome are unfurnisht of 
such Scholes. And some have so many, that it is disputable whether 
the Vniversities, with the Innes of Court and Chancerie, have where 
to receive them or no. 

Some of such free-Schooles, againe, have S cholHerships appendant 
unto them, in the one of the Vniversities, or both. 

To which, upon Election yearely, they are removeable. As 


From Eaton to Kings Colledge, Cambridge. 

From Westminster to Trinity Colledge^ Cambridge^ or Christ church, 

0X071. 

From Winchester to New Colledge, Oxon. 


i page 7. 

SHAKSPEBE’S ENGLAND : TEni:4-i:BOTB:, 


page 8. 


10 



146 Tom of all Trades % Or^ 

From the Hlerchaiitaylors to St, John’s, Oxon. 

And the like j from many the like. 

Some other Free-Schooles have pensions fbr preferment of their 
Sclioilers, and for their maintenance in the Vniversitie. 

Some Companies Incorporate (especially of London, having no 
such pensions in certaine) doe usually out of the Stocke of their Hall 
allow maintenance in this kinde. 

Besides that, there be many other private persons (upon my 
knowledge) who doe voluntarily allow yearely exhibition of this 
nature. 

Now if you would know how to finde what is given to any such 
Free-Sohool^, and in whose disposing they now be^ 

Search 

In the Tower of London, till f For Grants and for License 

the end of Rich, the 1 ^ Mortmaine, inde. 

And in the Chappell of the \ t 
Rolles, > I And for the like. 

From thence till the present. / ^ 

^ In the Register of the Prerogative Court, for 
such things devised ly Will, hy King, Queene, 
or Sul'iect. 




^ For such Grants 
^ given hy Will. 


And sometimes you shall finde such things both in the Tower and 
the Prerogative, and in the Rolls and Prerogative respectively. 

For the time since our reformed Church of England began here. 


Search 


f Doctor 
) Willets 
V Synopsis, 




1 


For all froin 
any other. 


the King, or from 


In divers of our Chroni- ) 


cles. 


Search 
■f For the like. 




Next, adde certaine helpes for discovery and attayning thereof, 

F irst (if it may be) procure a sight of the Liedger Bookes, of 
such as in whom the disposition of such things resteth, which 
they keepe for their owne nse. 
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jNTextj, be acquainted with some of the Disposers themselves. 

Next, take the directions of the Master or Teacher of such Free- 
Schooies. 

Especially to be interessed in the Clarkes or Registers of such 
Societies as have the disposing of any such things. 

Also to use means by Letters of persons powerfuil and useful! to 
such disposers. 

^For (indeed) it is not the sound of a great mans name to a 
Letter in these dayes, wherein they are growne so common and 
familiar to our Societies (of London especially), can prevaile so soone 
as the Letter subscribed by the Lord itlaior^ or other eminent OfHcer 
of the Citie, to whose commandement they be immediately sub- 
jugate. 

Lastly, if you use the meanes least scene, most used, and best 
allowed, together with these. For discoverie and attaining of any 
such thing, it will not be besides the purpose, as I take it. 

Noiv suppose your sonne is brought to the Vniversitie 
Ly Rlection or as Pensioner, 

T He first thing you must take to your care is : In case he come 
not by election, but as a Pensioner to live for the present upon 
your owne charge, how to procure him a SchoJlership in the Colledge 
where you bestow him. 

Or in case he come elected into one, how to procure a farther 
addition of maintenance to him. 

To bring him into a Schollership, place him with a Senior fellow 
of the house (as Tutor), though you allow to some lunior fellow 
somewhat yearely for reading unto him. 

This Senior fellow, if the number of places voide will beare it, 
may nominate your sonne for one in his owne right 5 if it will not 
beare it, he may call to his ayd some and so many suffrages of the 
rest, as, with the speaking merit of your sonne, may worke your desire. 

2 Then how to procure a pension for addytament of meanes. 

The chiefe skill is to finde it out, being eyther in the gift of some 


^ page 10. 
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body Incorporate^ Or of some private person. Wherein the discovery 
is to bee made (as aforesaid). 

If yon sue to a Company consisting of mapy persons Tradesmen, 
you must enquire who bee the most potent Patritians, and best 
reputed Yestrie wits amongst them, such as carry their gloves in 
their hands, not on their hands. 

Amongst an Assistance of many, onely two or three strike the 
stroke, and hold the rest in a wonderfull admiration of their extra- 
ordinary endowments. And how to speake sensibly to these two or 
three is no Mysterie j You know they are faithfull fiduciaries in the 
election ^ And, therefore, you must not presume to offer any thing 
by any meanes. Onely you may desire them to accept this poore 
peece of plate, with your name and Armes upon it, and binde you 
unto their love, in keeping the memory of you hereafter. Doe but 
try them in this kinde, and attend the successe. I tell you, this, 
with a Bucke at the Renter Wardens feast, may come somewhat 
neere to the matter. 

But for the pension to be obtained of a private person, the way 
is not the same. It proceedeth of the givers meere charity, and 
must be taken by the hand of a desertfuli receiver. Though withall 
it may sometimes fall out, that merit is made by mediation, especially 
of some such reverend Divine, as he doth most respect and frequent. 
For other, ieFters can little prevaile with such persons. 

The best note to discover a man inclinable to allow such a 
pension, is to examine how wealth and charitie are equally and 
temperately mingled in him 5 And be sure, withall, that he be a man 
of some reasonable understanding in what he doth in this kinde. 
For a Fooles pension is like a new fashion, eagerly pursued at the 
beginning, but as scurvily left off in the proceeding. 

Your next care is, in his due time to put on a fellowship, when 
he shall put olf his Schollership, seeing the Schollership keepes him 
company no farther than to the degree of Master of Arts, and a 
quarter of a yeare after, in those Colledges, where Schollerships are 
longest lived. And in some not so long. 

In some Colledges The Fellowship followes the Schollership of 
course j and as the one leaveth him, the other entertaines him. But 

^ page 12. 



The plains Path-way to Preferment. 149 

in the most it is not sO;, but comes bj Election. Which Election 
passeth by the Master and Senior Fellowes, whereof every one doth 
name one^ if the number to be Elected will beare it 5 or if not^, then 
they passe by most voyces. 

Where note^, that the Master hath a double voyce^ and in some 
places hee hath the nomination of one^ if there be two places voyd^ 
yea^ if there be but one at sometimes. 

In Colledges, the letters of great persons^ especi[ally] of the Lords 
grace of Canterlurie^ and the Vniversitie Chancellor, have beene of 
great prevailance 5 But it is not so now in these dayes. 

^ There bee beneficiall gradations of preferment likewise, for 
Fellowes in their Colledges 3 as Lecturer, Deane, Bowser, Dice- 
master, and Master. But, for my part, I belter like and commend 
those V ho, when they find themselves fit to put forth into the world, 
take the first preferment that is oifered unto them, rather than such 
who live cloystered like Votaries 3 who have Sacraments to fill up 
their places, be it but to keepe out others, such as use no exercise but 
v’iping the dust off their bookes, and have an excellent activity in 
handling the fox tayle, such as hold no honour like to Supplicat 
reverentijs vestris ; And to be head Bowsier of the Colledge, as good 
as to be Chiefe Butler of England, 

These preferments of the Colledge, all but that of the Master, 
comes of course by order and antiquity. Therefore, no meanes but 
patient abiding, needs for the acquiring of them in their due time. 

I hasten to send your sonne out of the Cloyster into the Common- 
wealth, and to shew you how many wayes of Advancement are open 
unto him abroad, with, the meanes to discover and attaiiie. 


^nd first for the Ministrie, 

F irst, for his ease, let him looke no farther then next to hand, 
and enquire what benefices belong ^to their owne Colledge, 
and are in the guift of their Master and Senior fellowes (as most 
Colledges have divers such) 3 and amongst them, which are void at 
the present, or whose Incumbent is not like to live long. Aod if he 
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find out any sucli, tban^ if he know not, after so long continuance 
among them, to speake in his Seniors owne Dilect^ let him never 
travaile beyond Trumping ton ^ for me. 

More indigitly. For attaining of such a Benefice, let him enquire 
where the Mattens are read with Spectacles, or where the good old 
man is lifted vp into the pulpit, or the like, and make a way for 
Succession accordingly. 

Where note, that many times a fellow of the house may hold 
such a Benefice together with his fellowship, or a Pension, for incre- 
ment of livelyhood. And such tyes as these are commonly the bond 
of matrimony, whereby they are so wedded to the Colled ge. 

he must clime vp to the maine top of Speculation, and there 
looke about him to discover what Benefices are emptie abroad, where 
the Incumbent lives only vpon the Aimes of Cojifectio Alckermis ; Or 
where one is ready to take his rise out of Sierge into Sattin, out of 
Parsonage and a Prebendarie into a Deaiiarie and a Donative, let 
him not be slow of footmanship in that case, by any meanes. 


^ For Benefices abroad. 


Benefices a broad are in the gift of 

The King imediately. 

Or the Lord Keeper for the King : 
Some Lord Bishop : 

Some Deane and Chapter : 

Some Bodie incorporate : 

Some Parish : * 

Some Private Patron. 


You shall find in the Tower a collection of the Patent Rolls 
gathered of all Presentations made by the King in those dayes to any 
Church Prebendarie or Chappell, In right of the Crowne, or other- 
wayes, from i. of Edward the first, till the midst of Edward the 
third. 

The King himselfe, only and immediately presenteth in his 
owne right to such Benefices as belong to him, and are aboue twenty 
pounds value in Fruits Bookes. 

^ Near Cambridge. 


3 


page 15. 



The plaine Path-way to Prejerment. 15 1 

For attajning of any which^ I can advice yon of no better course^ 
than to learne the way to the backe stayres. 

The Lord Keeper presents for the King to all such benefices as 
belong to his iMajestie^ and are under twenty pounds value in the 
bookes. 

Now to know which of these are full^ and who are Incumbents 
in any of these. 

Search 

Thejirst Fruits Office. 

The Clarke^ who hath the writing of the Presentations. 

^ The Lord Keepers Secretarie being. 

Where note, that the King hath used veiy^' seldome to grant any 
such living in Reversion. 

And the Lord Keeper now being. His care is so great in this, as 
in all cases of common good to provide for mans merit, and cherish 
Industrie in the growing plants, that no one can offer unto him a 
request^ of this kinde without trespasse to his good disposition. 

In the next place, concerning Benefices in the Presentation of any 
of the Lords Bishops. 

Note, that most Bishopricks in England have presentation to 
divers Benefices belonging to their Seas. 

For the number and present estate of these 
Search 

Their owne Leidgers. 

Their Registers. 

Enquire of 

Their Auditors. 

Their Stewards of their Courts. 

And sometimes you shall light upon some of theyr bookes of this 
kind, in the hands of the heyres or Executors of such as have 
borne such offices under them. 

He that is Chaplaine to such a Lord Bishop hath, for the most 
part, the best meanes, accesse, and opportunity, to ataine to such a 
Benefice. 

The commendations of such a great personage, as to whom this 
^ page 16. 2 (frig repuest 
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Patron oweth greatest respect^ especially for his alFairing in Courts 
may doe some good in the matter. 

The like wayes of discovery, and the like meanes ^of attaining any 
Benefice in the Presentation of any Deane and Chapter^ are to be 
used with them respectively, as with the Bishops. 

With every Deane and Chapter are likewise divers Prehendaries, 
to be obtained of their gift after the same manner, and by the same 
meanes also. 

The other bodies Incorporate, besides those of Colledges and 
Deanes and Chapters, hat^e many of them (especially of London and 
some subordinate Societies thereof) right of the presentation to divers 
Benefices. 

Also some Parishes, by prescription, doe present to their owne 
perochiall Benefices. And many Patrons are content to present, 
according to the approbation of the Parishioners^ upon their hearing, 
and allowing, and due exclamation of the integrity of the life of such 
suitors, and no otherwise ^ divers governors, and gradations of the 
lands of divers Hospitals, and Mesons de dieu^ have like right of 
presentation to Benefices, as have other bodies Incorporate. And the 
meanes of discovery and attaining are likewise the like. 

In Parishes and Companies of Tradesmen Incorporate, some very 
few rule the roast. 

Your Alderman of the Ward, his Deputie, your Common 
Counceli-man, Yea, sometime that petty Epitomie of Wardemote 
Enquerst, that little busie morsell of lustice (the Beadle of the Ward), 
will make a strong partie in the election, if he be put to it. The 
Probotory Sermon, that must be made upon such tryall before such 
an Aiiditorie, would be according to the capacitie in geiierall. But 
more ^especially according to the humor and addiction of those whose 
wits the rest have in singular reverence. As Mr. Francis Fiat, a 
good vnderstanding Fishmonger (I assure you) ^ you may give tlie 
stile of right worshipfuil to them, though the best man of the company 
be but a Wine Cooper, and his iudgement better in Claret then in 
Contioclerum a great deale. 

If your sonne vpon his tryall can but fit their pallats smoothly, 
which is hard to doe. In regard that they are so hallow mouthed, 

^ page 17- ® page i8. 
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let him be sure, though he misse the Eeneiice for want of prepera- 
tion, yet tenue to one but they will straine themselues to bring him 
in as a Lecturer^ which is a thing they reverence farre beyond the 
Parson of the Parish, by many degrees. 

Lastly^ for private Patrons and the Benefices in their guifts. 

Search, 

The Bishops Regis tei' : 

for Institution and Presentation- 

The Archdeacons Register : 

for the Induction. 

The Archbishops Register : 

if it be a Peculiar, 

It was my chan nee lately to see a booke of all the Benefices 
within the Diocesse of Canterbury, with the manner of their tything 
in every each one respectiuely. In which I find that there are, or 
should be, with the Register of every Lord Bishop, seaven Bookes 
kept for Entrie of the matters and busines of their Diocesse, of which 
this of Benefices is ^ the cheife. 

2 The like I saw formerly of the Diocesse of St. Davids, which 
confirmes mee in the institution and custome of keeping the said 
bookes also in other Diocesse. 

And seing that sever all private^ patrons are of severall disposi- 
tions 5 some more Lucrative and Covetous, Others more charitable 
and religious I can give you no other rule of attaining the Benefice 
than this, vi%. 

That your sonne bring with him abilitie of learning, Integritie of 
life, and conformitie of behaviour, according to the order of the 
Church establish! amongst vs 3 and these shall make his way with^ the 
good and generous Patron. But for the other patron, it makes no 
matter at all for learning, and a very litie for manners, or whether 
he be a man conformable or no. Truely he is indifferent ,• for his 
part, very indifferent. 

To such a patron your sonne must present himselfe thus (if he 
meane to be presented), according to present necessitie : He must 

^ in in orig, ® p2.ge 19. ® privare hi orig^ ^ T^hitli in orig. 
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botli speake and prove himselfe a man indued with good gifts^ Foi 
he shall have to deale with a Patron of a quick Capacities more 
dexterous in apprehension than your sonne or you can be in deJiverie. 

Be this Patron w^hat he wilh your comfort is^ the Beneiice must 
be iild^ and that w-ithm a limited time 5 howsoever^ it is dangerous to 
attend the ending of the day in this case^ (For seldome doth the 
Clarke of the market get any thing by their standing too long and 
abo\’e their accostomed houre.) 

^ Lapse by reason of Simony ^ and Lapse for not presenting in due 
time) Both offer advancement to learning) But the first is as hard to 
discover as a witch. And the second as rare to find out as a faithful! 
fiduciarie or a fast Freind. 

The degrees of rising in the Ministrie are not easier knowne then 
practized by the industrious man. 

Breifly, if all Church livings in England were equally ^ distributed. 
There is noe one of the Ministry, if he want not learning or good 
manners, needs want maintenance or good Livelyhood. 

Here I could wish to God, That it might please the right reuerend 
Fathers of the Church the Lord Bishops, That they would once in 
every of their times cause a true Catalogue of all the Benefices within 
their severall Diocesse, with the names of the Patrons thereof, accord- 
ing to the last presentation, to be sent into the office of the Jlrst 
fruits, for the better information of all such as deserue, and would 
gladly attaiue to, some meanes of maintenance, which they may the 
better doe by hauing recourse thither, there to take notice of all 
things of this nature. For I know that many sit downe in their 
wants, having good meanes to many private Patrons, onely for lacke of 
knowledge of the same. 

INTote that it is an vsuall thing in private Patrons^ to grannt 
reversion and Advowson of such livings. 

My selfe intended heretofore to collect all such Benefices, with 
their Patrons, into a certaine CaWender, for such direction (as afore- 
sayd), and made some passage into it. But the farther I went, the 
more impossible I found it. And I am now resolved, that without 
the Bishops assistance it cannot be done. 

And so much for the Ministerie. 

1 page 20. 2 epually in orig, 3 Parons in oHg. * page 21. 
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The Laiaes promotions folloiv. 

By 

Civill Law 
and 

Common Law. 

F Or breeding of your youth in the Civill Law^ there are two 
Colledges of especiall note in our Vniversities : the one is 
Trmitle-hall in C ami ridge ; the other is Kew-Colledge in Oxford,'^ 

I remember me not of any Free-Schoole in England tliat have 
any place appendant in Trinitie-hall in Canil ridge. But in new 
CoUedge of Oxford, th.Q Free-Schoole of JFinckester hath claime both 
of SchoUerships and Fellowships, the whole CoUedge consisting of 
none other, as I take it. 

It is to be confest, the charge of breeding a man to the Civill 
Law is more expensive, and the way more painefull, and the bookes 
of greater number and price, than the Common Law requireth. But 
2 after the CiviU Lawyer is once growne to Maturity, His way of 
Advancement is more beneficiail, more certaine, and more easie to 
attaine, than is the Common Lawyers 5 and all because their number 
is lesse, their learning more intricate. And they admit few or no 
SoUicitors to trample betweene them and the Clyent. So that the 
Fee comes to them immediately and with the more advantage. 

The Preferments at which they may 
arrive are these : 

Chancellor to the Byshop. 

Archdeacon. 

Commissarie, where they have Commissarie OfficialL 
ludge^ and Surrogate. 

Advocate for the King-. 

Mr. of the Chancerie. 

The Kings Proctor. 

Advocate, and Proctor at large. 

1 MS. naU in the Afi copy, rather Alsoules by farre* ^ page 23 . 



156 


Tom of all Trades ; Or, 


In these Courts, vi%. 

The High Commission. 

The Delegates. 

The Prerogative. 

The Consistorie. 

The Arches. 

The Bishops Courts. 

The Archdeacons Courts. 

Chancellors, Commissaries^ and Officials Court. 

The Admiraltie Courts. 

The Court of the Kings Requests. 

Ill times past 

The countenance of some Byshop, especially of the ^Lord Arch-- 
hyshopi upon a Civilian, will much advance his practice as an Advo- 
cate, and give him promotion^ as a ludge. 

There are under the greater officers aforenamed divers other 
inferiour Officers : as 

Register. 

Arctuarie. 

Exambier. 

The number of the Doctors, (though I finde them never to have 
beeiie limited,) Yet it is certaine that the time was within memory 
of man when the house of their Commons did commonly give them 
ail sufficient lodging and dyet. And as for the number of Proctors, 
they were of late times limited. How it is now, I know not. 


For the Common Law. 

F Or breeding of Students at the Common Law, take directions 
for their method of studie out of that Tractate which Mr. 
Justice Dodridge did in his time pen for the purpose. Onely (for my 
part) I doe much commend the ancient custome of breeding of the 
younger Students. First, in the Innes of Chancery ; there to be the 
better prepared ^ for the Innes of Court. And this must needs be the 
1 page 23. ® promorioa in orig. s preparded in 07 ig. 
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better waj^ seeing too much liberty at the first prooves very fatall to 
many of the younger sort. I have obser\"ed^ and much commend 
also the breeding of some Com^mon Lawyers in this kiode, viz. 

That when they have beene admitted first into an Inne of the 
Chancerie, they have beene witliall entred as Clarkes in the office of 
some Prothonotarie of the Common-Pleas y to adde the skill of the 
Practicke to their speculation. And if a Student be thus bred^, by 
his foundation in the one, and his experience in the other, he shall 
with more facilitie than others, who step into the Inne of Court at 
first, attaine to an abilitie of practise. 

Besides other ordinary requisite parts and Arts in a Common 
La\>tyer, Skill in the Records of all Courts of Record, and in other 
antiquities of President, AVith some JELeading in the Civill Law, also 
will much inable him. 

The Common Law’^^er is to be bred onely upon the purse. The 
charge most at the first. For after he hath spent some few yeares 
effectually. He may attaine to the imployment of some private friends, 
for advising with and instructing of greater Counsalle, whereby he 
shall adde both to his meanes and knowledge. 

It is true, that I have knowne some Attorneyes and Sollicitors put 
on a Counsailors gowne without treading the same usuall path to the 
barre (as aforesaid). But indeed, I never looke upon them but I 
thinke of the Taylor, who in one of his Customers cast suites had 
thrust himselfe in amongst the Nohilitie at a Court Maske, where, 
pulling out his Handkercher, hee let fall his Thimble, and was so 
discovered, and handled and dandled from hand to foote, till the Guard 
2 delivered him at the great Chamber doore, andcryed, ^"farewell, good 
feeble ! ” 

If the Common Lawyer be sufficiently able in his profession, he 
shall want no practice 5 if no practice, no profit. 

The time was that the younger Counsaile had some such helpe, as 

To he a Favourite, 

A Kindred, 

To marry a Neece, Cosin, or a Chamher-maide. 

But those dayes be past, and better supply their roomes. 

1 page 24 *, pages 24, 25 misnumhered in orig. ® page 25. 
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As fellowes of CoIIedges in the Vniversities get pensions or Bene- 
fices to adde to tiieir lirelyhoodj So B arresters and Counsailors of the 
Innes of Court advance their meanes by keeping of 

Courts of 3Iannors, 

Leets and Barrons, 

Su'animootes of Forrests, 

Stannaries, 

Cinque Ports, ^c. 

By places of 

Judges of Inferiour Courts. As 

JLondon, and other like Corporations. 

The Virdge. 

The Tower of London. 

St. Katherines, neare the Tower. 

Borough of Southwarke. 

The Clinke. 

Wentworth, and like Liherties. 

^ By office of 

Recorder of some Co{f\porat€ Towne. 

Feodarie of some Counties. 

The Kings Counsayle in the Marches of Wales, or at Yorke, 
or Judge, or Counsayle of some Countie Pallatine. 

The greater places of preferment for Common Lawyers are 

The Judges at Westminster and elsewhere. 

The next are all the sever all Officers of the Courts of West- 
minster, and elsewhere. 

All which you shall finde set forth breifly in Smiths Common- 
wealth of England, and part in mine owne Search of Records. And 
all these together, afford suffic[i]ent maintenance for thousands of 
persons, who may bee here well prouided for. 

Here I should, and here I could, for better direction of yonger 
brothers, shew what meniall Clarkeships of large exhibition are vnder 
the great Officers of the Land, the fudges, the Kings Counsayle, and 
other Officers which are not elsewhere publisht. And I know it 
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would open a doore to many a proper mans preferment^ especially 
voder the Lord Keeper, as Secretaries for Chancer le busynesse, and 
Spirituall promotions, the Comm\r\ssion of the Peace, Iniunctions, the 
Dochquetts. And other the like vnder the Lord Treasurer, as 
Secretaries for the businesse of the Realme and the Custome-kouse ; 
besides the Inlets to so many preferments about the Customes and 
Escheators 5 places vnder the Lord Treasurer, vnder the C.hauiicellor 
ot the Exchequer, Duchie and Prlncipalitie of JVdles, and Duchie of 
Cornewall, as Seale keeper. Secretary, tsfc, 

Vnder the Master of the Court of TVdrdes, as Secretarie ; vnder 
the Judges, as Marshall; Clarke of the Bailes, fsfc. ; Vnder the 
Barrons of the Exchequer, as Examiner; Clarke of the Bailes, and 
other Clarkes. 

Vnder the Kings Attourney Generali, as Clarke of the Pattens, 
Clarke of the Confessions and entries, Clarke of the References, Booke 
bearer. Vnder the Sol Heitor Generali : Clarke of the Patents, Booke 
bearer. Besides many other Clarkes vnder the white staues of the 
Court, and in the Counting house, and many seuerall offices.^ All 
which, with hundreds more that I coz^ld name, with a plainer and 
more large deduction, were it not for feare that what I well intend 
for generall good, would be taken in offence for priuate preiudice. 
But for the Clarkeships of the Kings houshold, examine farther the 
Blacke booke in the Exchequer. 


The Phisition follow es, 

A Nd heere I remember me of an old tale following, vi%. 

At the beginning of the happy raigne of our late good 
Queene Eli%aleth, diners Commissioners of great place, being autho- 
rized to enquire of, and to displace, all such of the Clergie as would 
not conforme to the reformed Church, one amongst others was 
Conuented before them, who being asked whether® he would subscribe 
or no, denied it, and so conse^quently was adiudged to lose his 
benefice and to be deprived his function 5 wherevpon, in his im- 
patience, he said, 

^ page 27. ® offices in orig. ® whehter in orig. * page 28. 
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^That if they (meaning the Commissioners) held this course it 
would cost many a mans life/ For which the Commissioners called 
him backe againe, and charged him that he had spoke treasonable 
and seditious wordS;,^ tending to the raysing of a rebellion or some 
tumult in the Land 5 for which he should receiue the reward of a 
Tra}^tor. And being asked whether hee spake those words or no^ he 
acknowledged it, and tooke vpon him the lustihcation thereof 5 for, 
said he, yee have taken from me my lining and profession of the 
ZMinistrie j Schollership is all my portion, and I have no other meanes 
now left for my maintenance but to turne Phisition 5 and before I 
shalbe absolute Master of that Misterie, (God he knowes) how many 
mens lives it will cost. For few Phisitions vse to try experiments ^ 
vpon their owne bodies/ 

"With vs, it is a Profession can maintaine but a few. And diuers 
of those more indebted to opinion than learning, and (for the most 
part) better qualified in discoursing their travailes than in discerning 
their patients malladies For it is growne to be a very bus wines trade, 
where fortune prevailes more then skill. Their best benefactors,^ the 
Neapolitan, Their grand Seignieur. The Sorpego, their GonfolLinere ; 
The Scmticke, Their great Marshall, that calls the Muster Rolle of 
them all together at every Spring and fall, — are all as familier to her 
as the Cuckow at Canck-wood in May ; And the cure of ^them is the 
skill of every good old Ladies cast Gentlewoman 5 when she gives 
over painting, shee falls to plastering, and shall have as good practize 
as the best of them for those kind of diseases. 

Marry, for Womens griefes® amongst Phisitions, the Masculine is 
more worthy then the Feminine. 

Secrecie is the cheife skill, and virilitie the best learning, that 
is required in a Womans Pbdsition. But I never read of many 
of those to be long lined, or honestly wiued hitherto, in all my 
reading. 

Hitherto I speake nothing in disrepute of the more reverend 
and learned sort of Phisitions, who are to be had in singular reverence, 
and be vsefiiil to mankind next to the Divine. Indeed, I rather 
pitty them 5 and pittying, smile to see how pretiiy these young game- 
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sterS;, Male and Feynale^ lay about them^ and engrosse the greater part 
of Patlentrle in all places wheresoeuer. 

And here I may more fitly say (God knowes) how many mens 
lines this abused opinion had of such Gamesters, costs ^ Because they 
be not Masters of that Mysterie, and that science which requires the 
Greeke tongue exactly, all the learning and skill of Philosophie, 
Historic of all sorts (especially naturall), knowledge of all vegetatives 
and Minerals, and whatsoever dwels within the foure elements ^ Also 
Skill in Astronomy, Astrologie. And so much of the Indicia lls H’^poii 
all manner of Calculations 3.% may be well warranted 5 with much other 
kind of learning, art, and skill, whereof my young travailing Pliisition 
and trading wayting woman never heard. 

Their meanes of Advancement are in these wayes, viz. 

To be Pliisition of some Colledge in one of the Vniuersities, 
(as diuers Colledges have such places) . 

Pliisition to the King or Queejies person, 

Pliisition to either of their housholds. 

Or to some Hospitall, (as most have such)* 

Or to some great persons who may preferre them hereafter, 
and be somewhat helpefull in the meane time. 

To a good old Vsurer, or one that hath got his great estate 
together vnconscionably : For they feare nothing but 
death, and will buy life at any rate. There is no 
coward to an ill Conscience. 

It is not amisse to make way of acquaintance with Gallants given 
to deepe drinking and surfeyting 5 For they are patients at all times 
of the yeare. 

Or a Gentlewoman that would faine vse the meanes to bee 
pregnant. 

Or your Lascivious Lady, and your man in the Perriwigge, will 
helpe to furnish with a foot-cloth. 

^A Citizens wife of a weake stomacke will supply the fringe to it. 

And if all faile. And the Bathe will affoord no roome 5 Let them 
finde out some strange water, some unheard-of Spring. It is an 
easie matter to discolour or alter the taste of it in some measure, (it 
^ page 30. * page 31, 
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makes no matter how little.) Report strange cures that it hath done. 
Beget a Superstitious opinion in it^ Goodfeiiowship shall uphold it^ 
And the Neighbouring Townes shall all sweare for it. 


The Apprentice folloives. 

T He first question is^ to -what Trade you will put your Son^ and 
which is most worthy of choice. For the Merchant it re- 
quiretli great stocke^ great experience in Forraine estates. And great 
hazard and adventure, at the best. 

And this is not all : For it depends upon the Peace of our State 
with forraine Princes, especially those with whom we hold mutuall 
traffique , Or, who lye in our way to intercept or impediment our 
Trade abroad. Besides that, in time of Warre, they can hold no 
certainty of dealing, or supplying their Factorie in parts beyond the 
Seas. Shipping is subject ever, at the let goe, to bee stayed, Marriners 
to be prest, and many other inconveniences attend them in such 
times} Besides the burthen of Custome and Imposition which all 
^States impose more or lesse } So that uniesse wee have peace with 
such Neighbours, there is little hope in that profession in the ordinarie 
and lawfuil way of trading. 

Happily you will ailedge that some Merchants thrive well enough 
when the warres most rage, and when the streame of State is most 
troubled. Some then hold it to be the best fishing } they that gaine 
then (Sir), if they gaine justifiably, gaine not as Merchants, but as 
men of Warre, which occupation a man may learne without serving 
seaven yeares Apprentiship unto it. 

And if they gaine justifiably as Merchants, it must be in some 
general! stocke of a Society incorporated, who have purse to passe to 
and fro with sufficient power in the most dangerous times } And if 
such Societies are tollerable at any time, it is at such times. How 
they be otherwise allowable, I leave to consideration. 

For the Shopkeeper, his welfare, for the most part, depends upon 
the prosperity of the Merchant, For if the Merchant sit still, the 
most of them may shut up their shop windowes 3 Little Skill, Art, 
or Mystery, shall a man learne in Shopkeeping, A man shall never 
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in forraigne parts^ being put to bis shifts out of bis owne Meridian^ 
live by the skill of weighing and measuring. The most use of ad- 
vantage he can make of it, is to beneht betweene the Mart and the 
Market, than which nothing is more uncertaine, seeing there is no 
true judiciall of the falling and rhing of commodities. And the 
casualties that they are subject vnto, (especially) ho time of Warre* 
Take this for a generall rule, that those Trades which aske most 
with an Apprentice, are incertainest of thriving, and require greatest 
stockes of setting up. Amongst Trades, give me those that have in 
them some Art, Craft, or Science, by which a man may live and be 
a welcome ghuest to all Countries abroad, and have imployment in 
the most stormy times at home, when ^Merchants and Shopkeepers 
are out of use, (as) — 

Apothecarle. 

A JL>rugglst. 

A Chirurglon. 

A Lapidarie, 

A le welter. 

A Pr'inter. 

An Ingraver in Sto?ies and MettalL 

One that hath skill hi seasoning of Shipwood. 

A Carpenter of all sorts^ especially of Shipping. 

A Smith of all sorts, especially of Cloches, JVatches, Guns, 

A Planter, and Gardner of all sorts. 

An Pnginere for making of Patars, and the like Engines of 
TVarre. And 

Hot Presses for Cloth, ^c. And 

Engines to weigh any Ship, or Guns that are drowned, ^ c. 
Skrues, ^c. 

A maker of all sorts of Instruments for Navigation, Com- 
passes. Globes, Astrolabes. 

A Drainer of grounds Surmounded. 

A Sale-maker, and 
^ A maker of Cordage, Tackle, 

A Lymner. 

A Clothier, a Clothworker, and a Dyer. 
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A Taylor, Shooe-maker, Glover, Perfumer, and Trimmer of 

Gloves. 

An Imtroiderer, 

A Feltinaker, a Glasier^ and one that can paint in Glasse. 
Briejily, any Manufacture o-r trade, wherein is any Science 
or Craft, 

Onelj those Trades are of least use and benefit, which are called 
Huswives Trades (as Brewer, Baker, Cooke, and the like). Because 
thej be the skill of Women as well as of men, and common to both. 

I would have you know, that the Maker was before the Retaylor j 
and most Shopkeepers are but of a sublimated Trade, and retayle 
but as Attorneyes to the maker. But if the Maker (without dispute 
of Freedome in any Corporation) might set up Shop and sell his 
commoditie immediately, it would be a great deale better for the 
Commonwealth than now it is. 

Besides, it is no matter of difhcultie, burthen, or disgrace, for a 
Shopkeeper, yea, a Merchant, or a Gentleman, to have the skill, of 
some one of these Manufactures, besides his Revenew, or profession, 
to accompany him what fortune soever may carry him into Countries 
unkiiowne. 

To my knowledge, a great Earle lately of this Land, did thinke it 
no scorne to indeavour the attaining of the Craft and trade of a 
Farrior, wherein he grew excellent. 

^And when our acquaintance tooke first life with those of the 
Low Countries, upon a Treatie wherein oar Embassador strove to 
set forth the worthinesse of our King and Kingdome with the Native 
commodities thereof. The Dutch (ignorantly conceiving that no 
man could attaine to wealth without some good occupation or 
manufacture) askt him what handicraft our King was brought up 
unto, or ivhat trade he had used to get so much wealth withalL 

I admit the Merchant Royall that comes to his Profession by 
travaile and Factory, full fraught, and free adventure, to be a pro- 
fession worthy the seeking. But not the hedge-creeper, that goes to 
seeke custome from shop to shop with a Cryll under his arme. That 
leapes from his Shop-boord to the Exchange, and after he is fame- 
falne and credit crackt in two or three other professions, shall wrigle 
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into this and that when he comes upon the Exchange, instead of 
enquiring after such a good ship, spends the whole houre in dis- 
puting, whether is the more profitable house-keeping, either with 
powder Beefe,^ & brewes, or with fresh Beefe and Porridge ; though 
(God wot) the blacke Pot at home be guilty of neyther : And so he 
departs when the Bell rings, and his guts rumble, both to one tune 
and the same purpose. 

The Merchant Royall might grow prosperous, were it not for 
such poore patching interloping Lapwings that have an adventure of 
two Chaldron of Coles at New-castle ; As much ojle in the Gi'eene- 
land fishing as will serve two Coblers for ^ the whole yeare ensuing. 
And an other at Rozvsie, for as many Fox-skins as will furre his Long- 
lane gowne, when he is called to the Livorie. 

The Shopkeeper is a cleanly Trade, especially your Linnen- 
Draper 5 which company hath the greatest Commonalty, and the 
largest priviledges of all other, and yet they maintaine nothing by 
Charter, for (indeed) they have none. 

But a manufacture for my money, especially if he sell to the 
wearer immediately. 

Now, for the better incouragement of men of Trade, Know that 
in most Companies of Tradesmen incorporate (especially in Londoii), 
there is provision made by divers benefactors of their Societies 
deceased for the enabling and setting up of young beginners, by 
stockes of money remaining in the hands of some few of the chiefe 
of their Company (how faithfully disposed I leave to their owne con- 
sideration,) But surely the poorer sort complaine much of the mis- 
imployraent of it generally 

There is but one little Crevis to peepe in at their dealings. And 
that is betweene their Masters conscience & the Clarks connivence, 
which is so narrow, that you may sooner discern the South Pole 
through the maine Center, than discover their mysterie. 

Indeed, in times past, the Clearkship of the Company hath beene 
bestowed upon some ancient decayed member of the Company for 
his livelyhood. But the Attorney and Scrivener, and some petty 
Clarkes of the Citie, by the Letters oJQ Scc. pre-occupy those places. 

®And here I could wish, for righting of the dead, and releeving 
^ Salt beef. ® page 36 ® page 37. 
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of the poorer members of such Companies who are kept in ignorance;, 
That some palnes were taken in the Prerogative Office, for the 
collating of all guilts of tliis nature, to be publisht in print, that the 
meanest might tlierebj be able to call their Grand Masters to 
account, if they abuse the trust in them reposited in this behalfe. I 
acknowledge the youth of mine age to be determined. And (God 
knovres) how poore a remaine of life is left in my Glasses yet if it 
mar please those in whom the power resteth to give me leave to 
search (Gratis) for all Grants and guifts of pious use in all kindes 
whatsoever, I could vuilingly bestow that little of my Lampe in 
collection of these things, and publish them to posterity. Provided 
alwayes, that I and mine may have the priviledge of imprinting the 
same for some fitting number of yeares to come 


The ISFavigator 

N Ext to the man of Trade, or rather equally with him, I must 
give the Navigator his due, for that his profession is as full of 
science, as useful! to the Common wealth, and as profitable to him- 
selfe, as any trade whatsoever. If he attaine the skill of knowing, 
and handling the tackle, the certaine art of his Compasse ; the know- 
ledge of languages, and dispositions of forreigne Nations where ^ he 
travailes and trades, he may rise from a Sqnabler to a Master, from a 
Master to be a Generali, honestly, and with good reputation, in a 
short time. 

The Nanigator his way of Advancement 
and imployment is, by 

The Lords of his Maiesties prlvie CounceU, 

The High Admiral! , 

Commissioners for the Kings Navy, 

Chief e Oficers of the Navyes of Societies, 
incorporate. 

Private Merchatits and the like. 

With the Trinitie house. 

But if he get to be an Owner, he may trade as free as bird in ayre^ 
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as a man of warre, or a man of trade and Commerce. If lie take 
heed that he intrench not vpon the incorporated Companies^ espe- 
cially the ?ninotau7\ He cannot do amisse (with Gods assistance^). 
He may line merrily and contentedly, be it but in trading as a meere 
Cany^er of home co;?zmodities. Imported from one port to another 
within the kingdome. 


The Hushandman. 


T He Husbandman may likewise for the happie content of the 
life, and the honest gaine which it brings with it, be worthy 
to inuite a right good mans sonne to vndergoe the profession. 

Your sonne whom you intend for a Husbandman^ - must be of a 
disposition part gentile and rusticke, equally mixt together. For if 
the Gentleman be predominant, his running IMagge will out run the 
Constable. His extraordinary strong Beere will be too headstrong in 
office of Chur chHVar den. And his well mouthed dogges will make 
him out-mouth all the Vestrie. But if the clowne be predominant, 
he will smell all browne bread and garlicke. Besides, he must be of 
a hardier temper than the rest of his brethren, because the vnhealth- 
fiillest corners of the Kingdome are the mofl profitable for Fermors. 
He must especially aime at a Tenancie vnder the Crowney or some 
Bishops Sea, Deane, and Chapter, some Colledge, some Companie, 
some HospitaU, or some other bodie incorporate. 'Wherein the 
Auditor or Receiver must be his best Intelligencer and Director. 
Young vnthrifts acquaintance, when they first arriue at the age of one 
and twentie. And good old conscionable Landlords, that hold it a 
deadly sinne to raise the rents of their Grandfathers, or hope to be 
deliuered out of Purgatorie by their Tenants prayers, will doe well. 


These professions before mentioned, be (as it "were) the 
orbs to receiue all fixed starrs, and such dispositions as 
nay be put into any certaine frame. 

But i DT a more libertine disposition. 

Fit it with the profession of a Courtier. 

For 11 overflowing, and Ranker disposition, make him a 
^ouldiej', 
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But, beyond this, he is a lost man, not worthy a fathers 

remembrance or prouidence. 


The Courtiers wayes of advancement 
he these : 

B y the generall and most ancient rule of Courts if you would 
have him to be preferred unto the Kings service in the end. 
And, in the meane time, to have sufficient meanes of maintenance. 
Place him with one of the IVkite Staves of the Houshold. 

By the more particular rule (if you can), put him unto the Lord 
High Steward his Service (who, amongst the white Staves), hath the 
chiefest hand in preferring to any office beneath stayres. 

If the High Steward be full, seeke to the Lord Chamber! aine, 
who hath the chiefe power to preferre to the places above stayres, 
and to the Wardrobe. 

And, if there be no entrance there, then seek to the Treasurer of 
the Housbold, and next to the ControlJor. The Master of the Hous- 
hold. The Coferer, and the rest of the greene Cloth. 

The Master of the Horse preferres to the Avenanarie and other 
Clarkeships offices, and places about the Stable. 

The priiiclpall Secretary hath heretofore had a great hand in pre- 
ferring to the Clarkeships in the office of the Signet, and the Lord 
privie Seale into the privie Seale office. 

The Master of the great Wardrobe into the Clarkeships and 
offices there. The Master of the Robes. The Master of the Jewell- 
house, The Keeper of the privie Purse. The Master of the Toyles 
^ and Tents, with some other the like, have whilom e beene the meanes 
of preferring divers their followers into the service of the King, in 
divers beneiiciall places and Clarkeships, in their severall offices 
respectively. 

The Lord Treasurer without the house, preferres to his Majesties 
service, in most places in, or about the Custome-houses, in all the 
parts of England. 

And, besides these, I finde no meanes used of old, for preferment 
into the Kings service, for these kind of places, 
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The yeomen of the Guard were wont to come in^ for their per- 
sonage^ and activitie, by their Captaines allowance. 

And the Bed-chamber mens servants^ ever were in way to be pre- 
ferred for Pages of the privie Chamber, or Groomes, or placed at the 
back staires, not of right, but of custome. 

For the Clarkes of the Houshold, they were wont anciently to 
rise by certaine degrees, according to the prescription of the Black 
Booke ; but how it is now, I know not. 

For your better satisfaction of Court Othces, their order and Fee, 
Search the Blacke Booke in the Exchequer^ and in the Court ; And 
for all Offices whatsoever under the King throughout the whole 
Kingdome, Either in Castle, Parke, Chase, Court, or house of the 
Kings royalty or place soever, wdth the then Fees of the same, I 
referre you to a booke. Whereof many hundred Copies are extant, 
which was collected by the Lord Treasurer Burleigh, and ^by him 
delivered to the late Queene Eli%ahetli of famous memorie. And so 
much for the Courtier, 


The Souldier follow es, 

A Nd the question is first. 

Whether the better way of thriving is to be a Sea Soldier, or 
a Land Soldier? 

Questionlesse, the better way of thriving is to be a Sea Soldier, 
In this Kingdome of England, being an Island, for that he is more 
vsefull to his Country. More learning is required to be a Sea 
Soldier than to be a Land Soldier. A Sea Soldier is certaine of 
victuals and wages, where the Land Soldiers pay will hardly find him 
sustenance. A Sea Soldier may now and than chaunce to haue a 
snapp at a bootie or a price, which may in an instant make him a 
fortune for ever, where the Land Soldier may in an age come to the 
ransacking of a poore £ slier Towne at the most. 

More valour is required in a Sea Soldier than in a Land Soldier 5 
because the extremitie of the place requires it. The Sea Captaine is 
exposed to as much danger during the whole fight as the poorest 
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man in the Ship 3 where the land Captaine vseth but to offer his men 
to the face of the enemy, and than retreateth. 

The \\zj to rise to preferment at Sea, is by the Admiralh 
Countenance, and the /7c<? Admiralh in the Kings seruice, or in 
other ser\i€e by the favour of great traded Merchants^ and especially 
of your ^ bodies incorporate^ and their chiefe Officers : and more 
especially their President and Treasurer for the time being. 

His breeding is a matter of more moment than his age regardeth. 

If he be true bred, he should be first made a perfect Nauigator, 
able to direct the Sterage of their course, able to know the tackle, 
and appoint every Sayier to his charge. He should know what 
number of Saylors, what Ordinance, and what munition, should be 
requisite for a Ship of such a burden. 

He should be a skiifull Caneere^ and able to direct the Gunner'^, to 
say what quantity of powder a Feece of such bore and^ depth re- 
quireth, and ot what weight the bullet should be where such a 
quantity of powder is vsed, whether the Peece be sound or hony- 
combed. He should be able to know and direct what quantity of 
victual! should be required for so many men for such a voyage. And 
what quantity of powder and shot. 

Also to ouersee and direct the Parser and Steward in the expeuce 
of their victual! without profusenesse, or too much percemonie. 

Likewise skiifull in all manner of Fire-workes, and fitting Engines 
for sea fight. 


Briefly, he should be so compleat, as that none should be able to 
teach him in his place, and he skiifull to controle every other in their 
places. He should be courteous and louing to his men ; Above all 
things, he should be zealous of the honour of God. See that the 
divine service be duely read on board Evening and Morning, and 
that swearing be severely punished. A Sea Captaine is not a place 
for a young ^man to leape into instantly, and imediately out of a 
Ladies Vshership, a Great mans bed chamber, or a Littletons dis- 
cipleship. 

It is not your feathered Gallant of the Court, nor your Tauerne 
Roarer of the Citie, becomes this place, I assure you. 


I 
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only, but that erected at Chattam by Sir loJui Hawhins Knight, Trea- 
surer of the iSTavie of the late Q. Eli%aletJi, wherein it was provided 
that there should be a deduction of Sixpence by the Moneth, out of 
every man and boy their wages in every voyage towards the same. 
Which I could wish were aswell imployed as collected. 

The Land-Souldier folloives, 

I F the Land-Souldier thinke to thrive and rise by degrees of 
service, from a Common Souldier to a Captaine, in this age, 
(alas) hee is much deceived. 

That custome is obsolete, and growne out of use. Doe what he 
can doe in Land-service, hee shall hardly rise by his single merit. 

His happinesse shall be but to fill his hungry belly, and Satiate 
himselfe upon a Pay day. 

But if hee be of Kinne, or a favourite to some great Officer, hee 
may carry the Colours the first day, bee a Lieutenant the second, and 
a Captaine before he knowes how many dayes goe to the weeke in 
their Regiment. 

The Land-service, where a man may learne most experience of 
Warre discipline, is in the Low- Countries, ^by reason of the long 
exercise of Warres and variety of Stratagems there. 

Beyond that. Northward, the service is both more unprofitable 
and more dangerous, and lesse experience is to be there learned. 

The more your Sonne turnes his face to the South, the more 
profitable the Land-service is. 

Lastly, if hee have no friend or kindred to raise him in the Land- 
service, I assure you that there is no Law against buying and selling 
of Offices in the Low- Countries, for ought that I have read 5 Neither 
is it markable amongst them. 

After the Souldier retumes home, it makes no matter what 
number of wounds hee can reckon about him. 

All the wayes of reliefe for him that I can number are these : 

A poore Knights place of Windsor ; If the Herald report 
him a Gentleman, And the Knights of the Honourable 
Order of the Garter will accept him. 
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A Brother of Sutlons Hospital j If the Feoffees have not 

Servants of their owne to preferre before him. 

A Pensioner of the County 5 If the lustices find him worth}% 
And that hee was prest forth of the same County. 

Saint Thomas in South war ke, and St. Bartholmews, Smith- 
Jield^ onely till their wounds or diseases be cured, and 
no longer; And that if the Masters of the sayd Hospitals 
please to receii^e them. 

For the Savoy, where Souldiers had a foundation, I know none 

DOW. 

^And other Houses appropriated for reliefe of Souldiers, now in 
use, I remember none. 

For the chiefe are long since demolished. The Templarij are gone. 
The Knights of St. John of lerusalem forgotten. That famous 
House upon Lbicolne greene is rac’d to the ground. And many the like, 
now better knowne by the Records than the remaines of their mines, 
with tlieir Revenue, are all diverted from the uses of their first 
foundation to private and peculiar Inheritances, which I pity more 
than the dissolution of ail the Monasteries that ever were. 

Heere, you see, is preferment enough for your sixe Sonnes, though 
you bestow every one upon a several! Profession ; Onely take this 
generail Rule for all, vi%. 

To what course soever your sonnes shall betake them. Bee sure 
that they all have Grammar learning at the least. So shall they bee 
able to receive and reteyne the impression of any the said Professions. 
And otherwise, shall scarce possibly become Masters in the same, or 
any one of them ; Or if they doe. It will bee with more than ordinary 
paines and difficulty. 


Your three Daughters challenge the next place. 

F Or theyr Portions I shewed you before, how and when to raise 
them ; That is, by the Marriage of your eldest Sonne, or out of 
that part of your personal! estate which you may spare without pre- 
judice of your selfe. 
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^For their h reeding. 

I would have tiieir breeding like to the Dutch ndniaiis ciuthing, 
tending to profit onely and comelinesse. 

Though she never have a dancing SchooIe-ZMaster^ A French 
Tutor^ nor a Scotch Taylor to make her shoulders of the breadth of 
Bristow Cowsway^ It makes no matter. For working in curious 
Italian purles, or French borders, it is not worth the while. Let them 
learne plaine workes of all kind, so they take heed of too open seam- 
ing. In stead of Song and Musicke, let them learne Cookery and 
Laundrie. And in stead of reading Sir Philip Sidneys Arcadia ^ let 
them read the grounds of good huswifery. I like not a female 
Poetresse at any hand. Let greater personages glory their skill in 
musicke, the posture of their bodies, their knowledge in languages, the 
greatnesse and freedome of their spirits, and their arts in arreigning of 
mens affections at their flattering faces : This is not the way to breed 
a private Gentlemans Daughter. 

If the mother of them be a good Huswife, and Religiously dis- 
posed, let her have the bringing up of one of them. Place the other 
two forth betimes, and before they can judge of a good manly leg. 

The one in the house of some good Merchant, or Citizen of 
civill and Religious government. The other in the house of some 
Lawyer, some ludge, or well reported Justice or Gentleman of the 
Country, where the Servingman is not too predominant. In any of 
these she may learne what belongs to her improvement, for Sempstrie, 
for Confectionary, and all requisits of Huswifery. She shall be sure 
to be restrained of all ranke company and unfitting libertie, which 
^ are the overthrow of too many of their Sexe. 

There is a pretty way of breeding young Maides in an Exchange 
shop, or St. Martins le grand ; But many of them get such a foolish 
Crick with carrying the Bandbox under their Apron to Gentlemens 
Chambers, that in the end it is hard to distinguish whether it be 
their belly or their bandbox makes such a goodly show. 

And in a trade where a woman is sole Chapman, she claimes 
such a preheminence over her husband, that she will not be held to 
give him an account of her dealings, eyther in retaile, or whole saile 
at any rate. 
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The Merchants Factor and Citizens servant of the better sort_, 
cannot disparage jour Daughters with their Societie. 

And the ludges, Laiv^erSy and Justices followers, are not ordinary 
Serviiigmen, but men of good breed, and their education for the 
most part Cla?'kelgy whose service promiseth their farther and future 
advancement. 

Your Daughter at home will make a good wife for some good 
Yeomans eldest Sonne, whose father will be glad to crowne his 
sweating frugality with alliance to such a house of Gentry. 

The youngmans fingers will itch to be handling of Taffata 3 and 
to be placed at the Table, and to be carved unto by Mistrzs 
Dorothie, it will make him and the good plaine old lone his Mother 
to passe over all respect of Portion or Patrimony. 

For your Daughter at the Merchants, and her sister, if they can 
carry it wittily, the City affords them varietie. 

^The young Factor being fancy-caught in his dayes of Innocency, 
&: before he travaile so farre into experience as into forreigne 
Countries, may lay such a foundation of first love in her bosome, as 
no alteration of Climate can alter. 

So likewise may Thomczs the fore-man of the Shop, when beard 
comes to him, as Apprentiship goes from him, be intangled and 
belymed with the like springs. For the better is as easily surprized as 
the worse. 

Some of your darkly men complaine the moysture of their 
palmesj Others the Sorpego in their wrists : both moving meanes. 

With a little patience your daughter may light upom some 
Counsailor at Law, who may be willing to take the young "Wench, 
in hope of favour with the old Judge, An Attorney will be glad to 
give all his profits of a Michaelmas Ter?ne^ Fees and all, but to wooe 
her through a Crevice. And the Parson of the Parish, being her 
Ladies Chaplaine, will forsweare eating of Tithe Pig for a whole yeare, 
for such a parcell of Gleke Land at all times. 

And so much for your Sonnes and Daughtei's, 

I now espy mine Host of the Bull here in Saint Allans^ standing 
at his doore upon his left leg, like to the old Drummer of Parish^- 
garden, ready to entertaine us. 
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Therefore I will here conclude ith that of the Poet, 

\avihas aUjxie 

Quadragls petimus lenevivere^ quod petis kic est, 
Est Anglis, animus si te, non deficit eqiius. 


FINIS. 
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THE GLASSE m 

of godly Loue. 

Wherin all maried couples 

may learne their duties^ each toward o- ; 

tfjers, accorhmg to dje fjolg Scriptures : ^ 


Verrye necessary for all maryed 
men and women, that feare the Lorde, 

U l0UB fjts latocs> to tjauc it in ti}ctr 

Bedchambers, daily to looke in : whereby 
they ?yiay know, and do their duties each vnto 

otijrrs, anti Icatie a gotilg, quiet, anti 
loutng life togratfjers, to tije glorg of 
®oft, anti tfje gooti example of ttjeir 
Cfjristian Brettjeren* 


lames .i. See that ye be not only hearers of the 
worde, bnt alfo doers, ieaffc that therby yee 
deceaue your felues. 

Qolqjjians .3. Aboue all thinges put on Loue, 
which is the band of perfedtion. 
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’To all Chriftian men and wo- 
men that are maryed, 

P ^'^'^'^Qrafmuch as the Diuel is nioji ready to make 
^ ftrife, where there ought to bee moil loue^ and hath^ 
with heddj wilfulnelle^ concupifcence, and ignorance,, fo 
blinded the hartes of thofe which line vnder the joke 
of Matrimony, that (as I may iudge by their fruites) there be very 
few that leade their l^nies therein according to the lawes of Chrifle : — 
Therfore, (my deare & welbeloued Chritliaiis, which profelie the 
Gofpeli) to the intent that you fhould line therin, according to your 
profeilion and knowledge, I haue here breefely and plainely fet forth 
what it is, and how you ought to leade your l^mes therin, accordinge 
to the Rules of the holy Scriptures, fo that your pure and godly 
lyfe may bee a good example, and allb make fuch alhamed as would 
fclaunder the holy Gofpeli, and profelTours of the fame 5 yea, and 
that their wonted worde (which is, ^ marke thefe new men by their 
lyiiinge’) may found to Gods glory, to the honour of his moR holy 
worde, and praife of al them in ChriR which do profeRe the fame. 
Farewell in the Lorde. 
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[John Rogers]. Imprinted at London by Richard Johnes, and are 
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^IVhat IVedlocke is. 


fhall firfi: vnderftandej that Wedlocke is 
an hie and blel!ed order, ordained of God in Paradife j 
which hath euer bin had in great honor and reuereiice, 
wher[i]n one man and one woman are coupled and 
knit togeather in one defhe and body, in the feare and lone of God, 
by the free, louing, hartie, and good confent of them both, to the 
intente that they two may dwel togeather, as one flefh and bodye, 
of one will and miiide, in all godlynetle, moft louingly to helpe and 
comfort one another, to bring forth children, and to infoucl them in 
the lawes of God. Alfo, to anoyde Fornication and ail vncleanenefle, 
and fo in all honefty, vertue, and godlyneffe, to fpend their hues in 
the equall partakinge of all fuch thinges as God fhail fend them, 
with thankes gyuinge. 

And, becaufe that the Wife is in fubiedtion to her Hufband, I will 
begin with her, & fhortly declare what dutie and obedience fhee 
oweth vnto him, by the commanndementes of the Scriptures. 


Ephe. 5* The duetie of the Wife to her Hufhand. 

S AynSi Pawle fayth : Yee Wiues,fubmlt your felues to your omne 
HuslandeSt as to the Lorde; for the Hushand is the Wiues head, as 
Chrift is the head of the Congregation : Therfore, as the Congregation 
is in fuhieSiion vnto Chrijie, likewife let Wiues he in fuhiediion to their 
Huslandes in al thinges. So that the wife mull bee obediente vnto 
her hulband, as vnto Chrift himfelfe j whereout it foloweth, that the 
faide obedience extendeth not vnto any wickednelle or enill, but vnto 
that which is good, honeft, and cumly. In afmuch as God delighteth 
oneiy in goodnes, & forbiddeth the enill euery where, it foloweth 
alfo, that the difobedience that a wife Ihoweth to hir Hufband dif- 
pleafeth God no lefte then when he is difobeyed himfelf. For the 
wife ought to obey hir huiband in all pointes, as ^the Congregation 
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i8o A godly Glafle^ 

to Chrifte^ wkicli iouetli ChriH onely 5 and aboue all tbinges, fhee is 
glad and willinge to fuifer for Chrifles fake^ fhee doth all for the loue 
of him -j Chrifle only is her comfort^ ioy, and all togeathers 5 vpon 
Chrifte is Mr thought daye and night 3 fliee longeth onely after Chrift^ 
for Chriftes fake (if it may ferae to his glory) fhee is hartely well con- 
tented to diC;, jee^ fhee giueth oner her felfe wholly therto^ for Chriftes 
lone, knowing alTuredly that hir foule, Mr honour^, body, lyfe, and all 
that fhe hath, is Chriftes owne. Thus alfo mud: euery honeil Wife 
fubmit hir felf, to pleafe hir Hufband with all hir power, and giue hir 
felfe freely and willingly, to loue him and obey him, and neuer to 
forfake him till the houre of death. 

And farther (fayth S, Peter:') Let the Wiues he in fuhieSion to 
their Husbandes, that euen they which heleeue not the worde, may 
without the worde he wonne hy the conuerfation of the TViues ; while 
they heholde your pure conuerfation coupled with fear e ; whofe apparrell 
shall not hee outward with hrodred haire, and hanging on of Golde, either 
in putting on of gorgious apparrell ; hut let the hid man of the harte hee 
vncorrupt^ with a meehe and quiet fpirit^ which fpirit is before God much 
fet hy^for after this manner in the olde time did the holy TVbm&n which 
trujied in God tire themfeluesy and were obedient to their Hushandes ; 
euen as Sara obeyed Abraham, and called him hir Lorde ; whofe 
Daughters ye are as long as ye do welL 

And Paule^ fpeaking vnto Tytus (fayth hee) : Let the elder Women 
he in fuch apparrell as hecommeth holinejfe^ not heeing falfe accufers ; 
not giuen to much Wine, hut that they teache honeft t hinges to make the 
young Women fober minded, to loue their Hushandes, to loue their 
Children, to he difcrete, chafe, hufwifely, good, obedient vnto their 
Hushandes, that the worde of God he not euill Jpoken of 

'FVhat a Wfe ought to hee. 

H Ere may you learne, that a Wife ought to be difcret, chade, 
hufwifely, fhamefad, good, meeke, pacient, and ^ fober 3 not 
light in countenance, nor garifhe in apparrell, with dyed or curled 
haire, painted nor pafted, but with a cumly grauitie and a fad be- 
haniour of a condant minde, true tongued, and of few wordes, with fuch 
obedience in all godlynede to her Hufbande and head, as it befeemes 
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a Cliriiiian to haue vnto Clirifl ; and to tiie intente that the Hufband 
in like cafe may learne his duetie^ let him harken what Sainci Pawle 
faythj and take heede that hee tnrne not his authoritie to t}Taiiiiy. 

The dutie of the Husband to his TFyfe. 

H Vfhandes^ loue your TF^iues (fayth hee);, as Chrlfi loued the Con- 
gregatlon^ and gaue him felfe to fanciifie it. 

Now muft you vnderftande, that the Hufbande is the Wines head;, 
as Chrille is the head of the congregation 5 and Chrilt fhoweth to the 
congregation the fame thinge that the head fhoweth to the bodye 5 
for like as the head feeth and heareth for the whole body, fludieth and 
deuheth for to preferue it in iixength and life, euen fo doth Chrilte 
defend^ teach, and preferue his congregation. For hee is the eye, hart, 
wifedome, and guide therof^ fo ought Hufbands (then) to lone their 
wines, & be their heads in like manner to fhow them like kindeneffe, 
and after the fame fafhion to guide them and rule them with dif- 
cretion ; for their preferuacion, & not with force or \\nlfulnefre to intreat 
them. And S. Pawle faith farther : So ought men to loue their wiues^ 
as their owne bodies ; he that loueth his wife loueth himfelf For no 
man hath at any time hated his owne flesh, but doth nourish and cherish it, 
euen as the Lorde doth the Congregation. Therfore ought euery man 
mofl feruently to loue his wife, equally 'with himfelfe in al pointes 5 
for this is the meafure of mutual! loue Matrimoniall, that either partie 
haue nothing fo deare that they can not be contented to beflow one 
vpon another 5 ye, and if neede fhould be, they fhould alfo not fpare 
their owne Hues one for another, no more then chrift did for his con- 
gregation. 

^ And like as when we repent and beleeue in the promife of God 
in Chrift, (though we were neuer fo poore linners), are as ritch as 
Chrift, & al merites ours 3 fo is a Woman (though fhe were neuer fo 
poore afore fhe w^as maried) as ritch as hir hufband, for, all that he 
hath is hirs, ye, his owne bodye, and [fhe] hath power ouer it, as 
faith Saindi Pawle. 

And if it fo chaunce that you finde not your wife fo perfedt in al 
pointes as you would, or as your felfe 3 yet rauft you not difpife 
Mr, nor bee bitteer nor cruell vnto hir for hir faultes, but gently and 
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louinglj feeke to amend and win hir. For^ like as Chrifle thought no 
fcome of his churchy difpifed hir not, neither forfooke hir for hir vn- 
cleanenes and finnes ^ fo ihould no chrihian man ipume at his wife, 
nor fet light by Iiir, becaufe that fometime £he falleth, ofFendeth, or 
goeth not right ; but euen as Chriit nouritheth and teacheth his church, 
fo ought enery honelt hufbande (alfo) louingly and gently to informe 
&: inftru6t his wife. 

For in many things (faith S. Peter) God hath made the men 
ftronger then the women, not to rage ^^on them & to be tirantes vnto 
them, but to heipe them & beare their weakenelTe. Bee curteous 
therfore, (faith hee,) and win them to Chritt, and ouercome them 
with kindenelTe, that of ioue they may obey the ordinance that God 
made beet%veene man and Wife. 

Oh how adiamed be thofe men to loke vpon this texte, which 
with violence in their furye will intreate their wines ^ no beatl fo 
heaitly, for in the mod: cruelft way is not mete, as when the wife is 
fad and difquieted, then with fpiteful wordes and wanton fafhions, fo 
prouoking hir to anger. Where it is not the dutie of the hufband, 
but rather afliamed to his owne head 5 likewife it is worfhip for a man 
to haue the feare of the Lorde before his eyes, that he prouoke not 
the plague of vengeance. 

Let vs therfore haue humilitie in our hartes 5 For, as a wife man 
loketh ^vell to his ovme goinges, euen fo pleafant are the wordes fpoken 
in due feafon, which moueth the woman in hir wrath vnto patience, 
whereof Salainon ^fayth : Faire tuordes are an Hony Comhe, a refresh- 
inge of the minde, and a health of the I ones. For it is feldome feene 
that any bead: is found in the crueld rage, that th^ Male doth euer 
hurte his Female 5 and how vnnatural a thing is it for a man to hurt 
his owne defh and body ! Who wall violently reuenge himfelfe, yea, 
on his foote, if it chaunce to dumble, but wil not rather, if hee haue 
an yll bodye, cheridi it to make it better ? 

Thefrong (faith S. Pawle) ought to heare the frailenejfe of the weahe; 
let one fuffer with another ; heare ye one an others harden, and fo shall 
ye fulfill the lawes of Chrift : and ahoue all thinge (fayth S. Peter), 
Haue feruent hue amongft you, for hue couereth the multitude of 
faultes. So that loue in all things and at all times ought to bee the 
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whole doore and only initrnment to worke and frame all tilings be- 
tweene man and wife. 

What the Hushand ought to lee, 

B y all this may yee geather and leame that the man is the head^ 
gouernoiiTj ruler^ & inltrudter (with gentil wordes and good 
example);, the prouyder^ defender^ and whole comforte of the woman, 
and oweth Ynto h^nr moft fenient loue and affection, all gentle be- 
hauiour, all faythfnlnes and heipe, aH comforte and kindeneffe, as to 
him felfe, his owne fielh and body 5 fo that %mder God there is no 
lone, no affedtion, no freendfhip, no nerenes of kin, to be compared 
vnto this, nor any one thing rader the Sun, that pleafeth God more 
the7^ man and wife that agree well togeathers, which Hue in the feare 
of God. And how can that bee more liuely expreiied, then in that, 
that lefos Chriff the Sonne of God, and the holy chrifdan Church, 
and the holy body of them both, are fet forth for an example or 
Mirror of the ibate of Wedlocke, or coniugall loue ? a more holy, a 
more godly and purer example could not be the wed. Undoubtedly 
this doth plainely ihow, that loue Matrimoniall is moft highly ac- 
cepted afore God ,* and the ^ contrary muff needes folo%v, that raquiet- 
nes, hatred, ffrife, brawling, chiding, and frowardnes in Manage, doth 
exceedingly difpleafe God, & is clearely forbidden by Sainci Pawle^ 
where hee fayth : LfSt all hitternejje^ fiercejwffe, and wrath, roaringe, 
and curfed JpeaJzmg, he put away from you : he ye curteous and louinge 
one to another, and merciful, forgeuing one another, euen as God for 
Chrlftes fake forgaue you. Surely it is an highe and pure loue, per- 
fe6te and coiiffant, that God requireth to be betweene maryed couples, 
and therfore ought they by ail w’^ayes, meanes, and labour to get, 
maintaine, and increafe this exceding loue, and to efchue, forbeare, 
and cut of all things, that might occafion any parte of the contrary. 

JVhat maintaineth loue and quietneffe in Mariage. 

A Nd vndoubtedly there is nothing that longer maintaineth Con- 
corde and quietnes, nor more increafeth perfedte loue in 
Mary age, then fweet and faire wordes, gentle and freendly deedes, and 
wdth a louing patience to take all things to the beff . Freely to breake 
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their mhides togeathers, and al things to be kept fecretj both^ glad and 
to amend that is amide, and aboue ail thinge, not once one 
to heare yl of another, for S, Paivie warneth you that ye giue no 
place to the backebiters, but take them as yli wiilers to you both, 
though that they be neuer fo nere freendes or kin. And God tayth, 
A man shall J}jrJake Father and hMother^ and cleaue vnto his (Fife, and 
they two shalhe one ^fiesh, irhick in like cafe is mente to the Woman. 
Therfore ought no creature aline to be in fuch efteemation, credit, 
fauour, and lone, as each of you with others. Alio, to bee .of a fober 
and temperate dyet, doth much farther a good agreement 5 and where 
the contrary is, there is much vnquietnelle. For Salomon afltinge where 
is woe? where is itiife? where is brawling? eucn amongfi; tbofe (faith 
hee) that bee eiier at the Wine 5 therfore it is molt cumiy for chridians to 
be temperate in dyet, tempe^rate in wordes, temperate in deedes, and 
temperate in all things, fo that at all times ye efchue al excelfe and 
furfet, rage and fury, which makes no diiference betwixt man and 
bead, and all other things which may breed any part of viiquietnelfe. 
For Salomon fayth ; Better is a dry morfell with qiiietnejje, then a full 
houfe, and many fat cattell ?tiih Jhife. Therfore ought yee to 
exleeme and imbrace this concord and quietneiTe, as the maintainer 
and oiiely vp holder of the whole felicitie in JNIariage, which is engen- 
dred of feruent loue, faithfulnede, and kindenelfe, and maintained by 
the fame, wheriii ye ought continually to walke in all chadenes and 
pnrenes of lining, which (aduredly) lliineth as a mod precious thinge 
in the dglit of God, and in the commendacion of the fame, fayth : 

The commendacion of Chaftltie. 

S Alomon in the Booke of Wifedome : O faire is a chad generacion 
with yertue, for it is with good men, where it is prefent, men 
take example therat, and if it go away, yet they dedre it 5 it is al- 
wayes crowned and holden in honour, and winneth the reward of the 
vndefiled Battel j but the multitude of vngodly Children are vnprofrt- 
able, and the things that are planted in whoredome ihall take no 
dcepe roote, nor lay any fad foundacion 5 though they be greene in the 
brauiiches for a time, yet fliall they be fhaken with the winde, for 
they dand not fad, and through the vehemency of the winde they 
^ OTig. doth ® page 83. 



of the duties in IXIaryage. - 185 

flial bee rooted out^ for the vnprofitable braunches iliall bee broken^ 
tlieir ffnite fhalbe rnprodtable Sc fewer to eate^ yee^ meet for no- 
thing 5 and why? all the children of the wicked muft beare recorde 
of the wickedneife of their Fathers and AlotherS;, when they be aiked, 
bat t[h]o the rightnous bee ouer taken with death, yet ihall hee be in 
reft. 

Here may you fee how vile, iilthye, and abhomiiiable. Adultery, 
Fornication, and Balterdy is, and how high in eilemacion a chaftie life 
is amongft all good and godly ^foike, and efpecialiy in the light of 
God, to whom no fecreat linne is hid, 

Thai maryed Jhlke ought to haue chajie manners 
and communication, 

A Nd as a chalt louinge life in Manage is molt commended, fo 
ought ye to be of chalt manners, to haue chalt talke, and to 
efehue all wanton falhions, vnclenly communication, hlthy handling, 
and all viifeemelynelie, and to be the fpeakers and very doores of all 
vertue and godlinelfe, for Salnci Pawle fayth : Be ye folowers of God 
as deare Children ^ and walke in loue^ euen as Chrijt loued you^ and 
gaue himfelfe for vs an offerings and a facrifice of fweete fauour to God, 
fo that fornication and all vncleanene^ffe, or couetoufneffe^ hee not once 
named amongeji you^ as hecoimneth SalnciSy neither filthy nor fiooUJh 
talke, neither iefiing, which are not cumly, hut rather giuinge of thankes: 
for this ye know, that whoremongers, eyther vneleane perfons, or couet- 
ous perfons, which is the worshippers of Images, shall haue any entrance 
in the km g do me of God and of Chrifie, 

Of temperance in Mary age. 

A Lfo, there ought to be a temperance betweene man & wife, for 
God hath ordained marlage for a remedy or medeciiie, to af- 
fwage the heate of the burninge flelh, and for procreation, and not 
bealtly for to fuliill the whole lultes of the diuelilh minde and wicked 
flelh 3 for, though ye haue a promife that the a6le in manage is no 
linne, if the man receaue his Wife as a guifte giuen to him of God, 
and the Wife her Hufbande in like cale, as ye haue a promife that yee 
linne not when yee eate and drinke meafurably with thankes giuinge, 

1 page 84. 
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yet if yee take excelTe^ or vfe it bealHy^ vilely^, or inordinately;, your 
miitemperaoce make[s] that yll which is good, (beeinge rightly vfed, 
and that which is cieane,yee defile through your abufinge ^o£ it: God 
hath not called you to vncleanenejfe, hut vnto holynejje, fayth S. Pawle) : 
and farther (fayth hee), li is the will of God, euen that you should hee 
holye, and that euery one of you should know how to keepe his vejfell in 
holynes and honour^ and not in the lujles of concupifcence, as do the 
Heathen which know ?iot God, 

Alfo, Sainci Pawle willeth j'ou that yee withdraw not your felues, 
nor departe not one from another, except it bee mth the good con- 
fente of bothe, for a time to faffe and to pray 5 which fafiinge and 
prayer, I would to God were more vfed then it is, not as Hipocrites 
were wont, but as Chriftians ought, and are commaunded (almofl) in 
euery parte of the Scriptures ; for they that in eating and drinkinge 
fullill the whole luftes of the flefhe, cannot worke after the fpirite 5 
and as wee daylie and hourely continually finne, fo ought wee con- 
tinually to praye and call for grace. And in all the whole Byble, 
you fliai not hnde a more godly example of maryage (which I would 
to God all maryed folkes would reade), then that of Tohiach and 
Sara, the Daughter of Raguell, which were knit togeather in faffinge 
and prayer, and oft vfed the lame, Ijmi nge a godly, pure, and cleane 
Jyfe 5 for the \^diich they obtayned the blefiinge of God, and faw their 
Childerns Children to the fifte generacion. 

The commendacion of Children, 

C Hildren (vndoubtedly) is the highefi: guift, and greatefl: treafure 
of this worlde, and maintenaunce of the fame. For Children 
is the very fure band and laft knot of loue Matrimonial ; by the which 
the parents can neuer be clearely feperated a funder 5 In afmuch as 
that which is of them both cannot be deuided, feeing both haue parte 
in euery one. And children are their Parents cheefe ioy, comfort, and 
felicitie next vnto God ; their flay and ftafFe & vpholders of their age; 
and in their children do the Parents line (in a manner) after their 
death. For they dye not all togethers, that leaue coll ops of their owne 
fiefh aliue ^behinde them; and by their children (if they be ver- 
tuoufly and godly brought vp) then is God honoured, & the common 
^ page 85. 2 pjtge 35^ 
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wealth adaaunced^ fo that the parents and all men fare the better by 
them. Your children (moH aiTarediy) is the very bleiling of god, for 
the which ye ought to giue him molt hartie thankes, and be con- 
tented, and with fuch as hee doth fende you, bee they many or few, 
Sonnes or Daughters. For if they be many, he wil prouide for them 
if they be faithfiil. If they be few, he may fend you more, and giue 
you more ioy of one daughter the/z of ten fonnes. Therfore, be 
content with his wiU, for hee doth all things for the bell, and knoweth 
what is belle for you 5 giue him molt hartie thankes for fuch as you 
haue, and be diligent to lee them vertuoudy and godly brought vp; 
and in any cafe, fuifer them not to bee ydell. 

How children ought to hee brought vp. 

F Or they that zvil not worhe (faith S. Pawle')^ let them not eate ; ther- 
fore put them to learne fome honejt Science or Crafte^ wherunto 
of nature they he moji apt. For in thatfial they mof prqfite ; in the 
which they may get their owne lyuingey and ferue the common wealth. 
And aboue al thing, let them firft learne to know God &: his moft 
holy worde, which is the right pathe and highe way to all vertue and 
godlinelle, the fure Shielde and dronge Buckler to defende vs from 
the Diuell and all his cruell and craftie allaultes^ giue them daily 
godly and louinge exhortacions, fuffer no vice to take roote in them, 
but rebuke them for their 7II, and commend them in their well 
dooinge. 

Prouide honedly afore hand for all necelTary thinges, both for 
them and all your houfehold. For, faith S, Pawle to Timothie : If 
there hee any that prouideth not for his owne, and, namely, for them of 
his houfeholde, the fame denyeth the fayth, and is worfe then an 
Inf dell. 

^ The order of your houfe, 

O F the Sparrowes may yee learne the order of your houfehold : for 
as the Cocke flyeth too and fro to bring all thinge to the neaH, 
and as the dam keepeth the neaft, hatcheth and bringeth foorth hir 
yonge, fo all prouilion, and whatfoeuer is to bee doone without the 
houfe, belongeth to the man 5 and the woman to take charge within, 
to fee all thinges conueniently faued, or fpent as it ought, to bring 

1 page 87, 
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forth and nourifh hir children, and to haue ai the whole dooing of hir 
Daughters and women. 

Alfo be louing vnto your children, and be not fierce nor craell 
vnto them. For 5 '. Paicle faith: Fathers^ rate not your chiLdren^ leqfi 
they he of a defperate minda, hut with difcrete admonitions^ and with 
your pure and good example of liuhige (which is the cheefef perfwqfion'), 
lead them to all vertue and godlynejfe. 

If all Parentes would vertuouily bringe vp their children in the 
knowledge and feare of God, in the pradtice & exercife of fome honeft 
Science or Craft, Then fhould we not fee fo many jdell as bee j fo 
many Vacabondes, Theeues, and Murderers, fo many vicious perfons 
of all degrees, nor fuch vngodlynes raigiie. But then fhould wee fee 
euery man honeftly get his lyuing, preferring his Neighbours proffite 
as his owne 5 then fhould wee fee all men rightly do their duties 5 
then fhould loue and charity fpring, and all godlyneffe raigne 5 then 
fhould the Lawes and Magifbrates be willingly obeyed, the commoTz 
wealth fiourifh, and God rightly honoured, for in this point only, 
through the grace of God, confifles the amendment of all the whole 
worlde. 

Therfore, (my deare and welbeloued Chriflians) feeing that in 
this bleifed flate of Matrimony, and godly houfeholde of hufband, 
wife, and children, conliftes (next vnder God) the cheefefl and higheft 
felicitie of this worlde, and maintenance of the fame, wherein the 
common wealth is wholly aduaunced, and God mod: highly honoured, 
I ^exliort you in the name of lefus Chrifl, the Sonne of the liuinge 
God, that you walke worthely therin, accordinge to the will of Chrift, 
which you profelle without faining, and that you efchue all woorkes 
and deedes of the flefhe, w^hich bee thefe, faith S* Pawle : Adultery, 
Fornication^ vncleanenejfe, wantonnejfe. Idolatry, Witchcrofte, hatred, 
varyance, wrath, Jirife,f edition, fedies, enuyinge, murther, drunhennejfe, 
gluttony, jandfuch lihe ; of the which I tell you before, as I haue tolde 
you^ in times paft, that they which commit fuch thinges shall not inherit e 
the hingdome of God. Therfore, follow yee the ipirit and workes of 
the fame, which bee, (fayth S. Pawle') : Loue, ioy, peace ^ longe fuf 
faring, gentilnejfe, goodneffe,faithfulnejfe, meekenejje, temperance, and 
fuch like. And yet once agayne I exhort you with the exhorta- 
* page 88 . 3 orig. you you 
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cion of S. Famle : If there he amongji you any confolathn in Chrijl^ 
if there he any comfortahle loue^ if there he any felow ship of the fpirit^ 
■if there he any compasjion of mercy , fulfill you my my, that ye draw 
one way, hauing one loue, heeing of one accorde, and of one mbide, that 
nothing hee done through firife or vaine glory, hut that in meekenefie oj 
minde, euery one efteeme other better then them felfe, and fo skal you 
leade a ioyfull, quiet, and godly life in this world, and after, through 
lefus Chriji, come to the life euerlajiing, with God the Father, to whom 
hee all honour and glory. Amen. 


Rom. 10. If the roote hee whole, the 
hraunches Jhall hee u'hole alfo. 
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aUOTx\TIONS FROM THE BIBLE 

IN THE 

GLASSE OF GODLY LOVE. 


Title page, p. 177, Ja^n, i- 22 ; Col. iii. 14. 

p. 179, Yee Wives, &:c., Eph. v. 22-4. 

p. 180, Let the Wives, &c., i Pet. iii. i — 6 ; Let the elder Women, 
&:c., Titus ii. 3 — 5. 

p. 1 8 1, Husbandes, love your Wives, &c., Eph. v. 25 ; So ought men, 
&c., Idem. 28-9 ; his owne bodye, &c., i Cor. vii. 4. 

p. 182, For in many things, &c., i Pet. iii. 7, 8 ? Faire wordes, &C.3 
Prov. x\i. 24 ; the strong, <Scc., Rom. xv. i ; let one suffer, &c., i Cor. xii, 
26 1 beare ye, &c.. Gal. vi. 2 ; and above all thinge, &c., i Pet. iv. 8. 

p. I S3, Let all bittemesse, &c., Eph. iv. 31. 

p. 184, A man shall forsake, j&c., Gen. ii. 24 ; For Salomon askinge, 
&c,, Proru. xxiii. 29, 30 ; Better is a dry morsell, die., Prov. xvii. i ; 
Salomon in the Booke of Wisdome, Wisdom iv. i — 7, 

p. 185, Be ye folowers, &c., Eph. v. i — 5. 

p. 186, God hath not called you, &:c., i Thess. iv. 7 ; It is the will of 
God, &c., Idem. 3 — 5 ; Also, Sainct Pawle, &c., i Cor. vii. 5. 

p. 187, For they that wil not worke, &c., 2 Thess. iii. 10 ; If there bee 
any, &c., i Tim. v. 8. 

p. 188, Fathers, rate not your children, &c., Eph. vi. 4 ; Adultery, &c., 
Gal. V. 19 — 21 ; Love, &c,, IdeiTi. 22. 

p. 189, If there be amongst you, &c., Philipp, ii. i — 3 ; If the roote, 
&:c., Rom. xi. 16^ 
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p. xiii. yo/i/i JLane and Milfon^s father, Besides these, there re- 
mains, as evidence of Lane’s perseverance, a long manuscript poem in 
the Museum [Royal MS., 17. B. xv.], dated 1621, and entitled Triton's 
Trii?npet to the T^^elve J'/ont/is, husbanded and moralized. In it there 
is a distinct allusion to the scrivener IMilton, in his capacity as a musical 
composer. Here it is — specimen enough of all Lane’s poetry' I — 

Accenting, airing, curbing, ordering 
Those sweet parts Meltonus did compose. 

As wonder’s self amazed was at the close, 

Which in a counter-point maintaining hielo 
’Gan all sum up thus ^ Allehiiah DeoT 

But, more interesting still, another of Lane’s manuscripts— that of “ Guy 
of Warwick” — furnishes us with a specimen of the musician’s powers in 
returning the compliment. This manuscript had evidently been pre- 
pared for the press ; and on the back of the title-page is a sonnet headed 
yohannes Melton^ Londinensis civis, amico suo viaiico, in poesis 
laude 7 n that is, “John Milton, citizen of London, to his wa}daring 
friend in praise of his poetry.” The sonnet is so bad that Lane might 
have wTitten it himself ; but, bad or good, as a sonnet by Milton’s father, 
the world has a right to see it. So here it is : — 

If virtue this be not, what is ? Tell quick I 
For childhood, manhood, old age, thou dost write 
Love, war, and lusts quelled by arm heroic, 

Instanced in Guy of Warwick, knighthood’s light : 

Heralds’ records, and each sound antiquary, 

For Guy’s true being, life, death, eke hast sought, 

To satisfy those which prczvaricari j 
Manuscript, chronicle, if might be bought ; 

Coventry’s, Wmton’s, Warwick’s monuments. 

Trophies, traditions delivered of Guy, 

With care, cost, pain, as sweetly thou presents, 

To exemplify the dower of chivalry : 

From cradle to the saddle and the bier, 

For Christian imitation ail are here.” ^ 

“ Hark MS. 5243. Mr. Hunter was the first to print this sonnet ; and also^ so 
far as I am aware, to refer, in connexion with Milton, to Lane's MSS. generally." 
^1859. D. Masson's Life of Milton ^ i. 43-3. 
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p. xiii. John Lane’s TrUotis Trumpet. “ Phillips . . omits ‘ Triton's 

Trumpet^ undoubtedly by Lane, and dated 1620, in which the death of 
Spenser in 1599 is mentioned, with all the particulars of his sufferings 
and poverty, and the vain wish of the Earl of Essex to relieve them. 
('Life of Spenser,’ edit. 1S62, p. cli).’— J. P. Collier, Bibliographical 
Catalogue^ i, 44S. — F. 

p. xvii. note i. PowelFs Welch Bayte. 

5*° Lecembris 

Valentine Yt is ordered that he shall presently bring into the hall, to be used 
Symms according to the ordonance in thoX behalf. Thirtie bookes of ihe welsh- 
bate, and all the ballades that he hath printed of the Traytotcrs lately 
Af^'ayned at Winchester. 

Valentine also Yt is ordered that he shall pay xilis iiijd for a fine for 
Symms printing the same book and ballad without Licence. And not to 
meddle with printing or selling any of the same bookes or ballads 
hereafter. 

Arberis Transcript 0/ the Stationers^ Begisters^ iii. 249. See also ii. S3 7. 
p. xxiii. T. Powell’s Mysterie of Lefidmg and Borrowing. Here is 
‘'The Authors Jnuocation. 

T Hou spirit of old Sybbs, a quondam Cooke, 

Thy hungry Poet doth thee now inuoke, 

T-infuse in him the iuyce of Rumpe or Kidney, 

And he shall sing as sweet as ere did Sidney : 

I am not so ambitious as to wish 

For black spic’keale, or such a pretious dish, 

As Dottrels caught by pretty imitation. 

Nor any thing so hot in operation, 

As may inflame the Liuer of mine Host, 

To sweare I chalke too much vpon the post : 

My selfe a damned Promethian I should think e. 

If with the Gods Scotch-Ale, or Meth, a drinke, 

The vulgar to prophane, IMetheglin call. 

Or drops which from my Ladies Lembick fall, 

In seuerall spirits of a fifth transcendence, 

No, no, the hungry belly calls my mind thence : 

I wish not for Castalian cups, not I, 

But with the petty- Canons being dry, 

And but inspir’d with one bare Qu : let any 
Compare with vs for singing (O Sydany.) 

Thy Pot-herbs, prithy. Bobbin., now afford. 

Perfume the Altar of thy Dresser-boord, 

And couer it with Mecatombes of Mutton, 

As fat and faire as euer knife did cut on : 

Then will I sing the Lender and the Debter, 

The martiall Mace, the Serieant and the Setter, 

Ruines and reparations of lost wealth, 

Still, Where you see me, Trust vnto your selfe.*' 

p. 4, 1 . ri. Lelaps. A dog of surpassing swiftness given by Diana to 
Procris, and by her presented to her husband Cephalus. See Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses^ vii, 11 . 771-935 for an account of Laelaps. — S. 

p. 5, 1, 15. daughters of twetitye . . ta rich cormorants of threescore. 
Compare Chaucer's Merchanfs Tale of January and May, — F, 

p. 6;, L 2. Durnm paii mesninisse dulce. Cf. I. 203. Daniello 
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Notes for p. 6 — 32. 

in a note to the Inferno, xvi. 84, attributes this quotation to Seneca, 
but does not give a precise reference. See Lombardis L 551, 

ed. 1830. — S. 

p. 65 1. 7. Thinges farre fetchie and dee?'e bouglite. See Notes to 
Stafford's Examinatio^i^ p. 103. — F. 

P- 7 , 3 ? for : from, against ; now will I dam up this thy yawning 

mouth for swallowing the treasure of the realm,' 2 Hen. Vf IV, i. 74 ; 
‘ and advise thee to desist for going on death’s net,' Pericles,^ I. i. 40. — 
Schmidt. — F. 

p. 7, L 6. Sic 7/0 io, sic jubeo^ stet fro ratio ne Tjolunfas, Juvenal, S. 
vL 223. The usual reading is Hoc volo, sic jubeo, sit, &:c." — S. 

p. 8, L 4. Tvomen Tuith nothing 7 nore conte^ited then to haue their 
•wiUes, Compare ChauceFs TP'zfe of Path's Pale j Andrew Foorde’s 
BreTjyary^ chap. 242, in my edition of his Piirodnction^ &c. (E. E. T. Soc.) 
p. 68, and note there. — F. 

p. 10, 1 . 9. had I Tuist is a sle 7 ider ^'‘OHedy to 7 'e 77 ioz'e repentaufice. I 
write not here a tale of had I wist : But you shall heare of travels &c." — 
J, Taylor (Water Poet), Pe 7 mitesse Pilg 7 ’i 77 iage,^ Spenser Soc. ed., p. 132, 
Ih 2-3. A wise man saith not, had I wist." — Uncertain author in Tot- 
tePs Miscellafiy^ ArbeFs ed. p. 244, — P. xV. D. When dede is doun, hit ys 
to lat ; be ware of hady-wyst." — The Good Wyfe Wold Pylgremage : 
Qiieene Elizabethes Achade 77 iy^ E. E. T. S., p. 42, 11 . 119-20. — S. 

p, 26, L 8 from foot. ^ Kjiight of the Post. Properly, a man who 
gained his living by giving false evidence on trials, or false hail ; in a 
secondary sense, a sharper in general. A k}iight of the post, quoth he, 
for so I am tearmed ; a fellow that will sweare you any thing for twelve 
pence." — Hash, Pierce Petiilesse, 1592. 

But is his resolution any way infracted, for that some refractaries 
are (like knights of the post) hired to witnesse against him?" — Eord^s 
Line of Life, 1620.’ — (Additions to) Nares. — F, 

p. 26, L 24. A supplicatioyi fro 77 t Pierce Pe 7 milesseS An allusion to 
a satire written by Thomas Nash, entitled “ Pierce Penilesse, his Suppli- 
cation to the Divell ; describing the over- spreading of Vice, and the 
suppression of Vertue. Pleasantly interlaced with variable delights, and 
pathetically intermixt with conceipted reproofes," Lond. 1592 ; Watts, 
Bib. Brit. — S. 

p. 29, 1 . 12-13. Three instances of the genitive it in two lines : it 
delighte, it ioy, it beginning. See too p. 90, 1 . 9 from foot. — F, 

p. 30, 1 . 9-10. This proverb of the Pitcher going long to the water, 
but getting broken at last, is in Dan Michel's Ayefibite of Biwyt, A.l>. 
1340 : ^^Zuo longe geb pet pot to the wetere, pet, hit comp tobroke horn," 
p. 165, 1 . 7 from foot, ed. Stevenson, for Roxburgh e Club. — F. 

p, 32, i. 1 3 from foot, it Tvas the parte of Mad Mefi, &c. A free expan- 
sion of Quare in tranquillo tempestatem adversam optare dementis est, 
sub venire autem tempestati quavis ratione sapientis." — Cic. Off., I. xxiv. 
5.-S. 

SHAKSFEEE'S ENGLAND : TELL TEOTH. 
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Notes for p. 33 — 55. 

p* 33 ? 1 . 17. a fooii?ig head : one with horns, through which men toot 
or blow, the mark of a cuckold. — F. 

P* 33 j 3 ^" ivhere Christes crosse standee : that is, at the head of the 

alphabet. ^ La croix de par dieii. The Christs-crosse-row ; or Home- 
booke wherein a child learnes it/ — Cofgrave. — F. 

p. 365 L 3 . 7mstrisse her 7 iecke. This absurd fonn of the possessive 
case came in from the mistake in the masculine, ^ Robin good-fellow his 
newes/ p, 49, &c., as if the genitive -r, -es was contracted from hi-s. In 
the second text of Layamon s Br'nf are many of these genitives in his^ 
some of them to feminine nouns. They arose from the scribe of that MS. 
being very fond of //s, and putting h on to the genitives in -is^ which -is 
was often written apart from the crude form of its noun. — F. 

p. 36, 1 . II. 7 ior so 7 na 7 iy yeeld nppe the possessio 7 i of their gar 7 }te 7 tfes 
to the ha 7 tg 77 ia 7 i. “ There was a curst page that his master whipt naked, 
and when he had been whipt, would not put on his deaths ; and when 
his master bad him, ‘take them you, for they are the hangman’s fees/ ” — 
Bacods Apophthegms y No. 69, Miscella 7 zeotis Wz'iimgs of L'ra 7 icis 
BacoTty 1803, — S. 

P- 39 > ^ 3 * Oniiiia vhzcit Ainor^ et fios cedazzius aznori, — Virgil, EcL 
X. 69. — S. 

p. 39, L 12. that bahie which lodges m wo 77 iens a 7 id 77 te 7 ts eies. The 
reflected images of himself seen by a lover in the pupils of his mistresses 
eyes, or vice versd, 

Cf. “So when thou [Love] sawst in natures cabinet Stella, thou 
straight lookst babies in her eyesL — Sidney’s Astrophel azid Stella^ 
sonnet xi. 11. 9-10. 

In Massinger’s Re 7 iegado, II. iv, p. 129, col. i, ed. Gifford, 1840, 
Donusa says to Vitelli, “ When a young lady wrings you by the hand, 
thus, Or with an amorous touch presses your /oot, Looks babies ifi your 
eyes, plays with your locks, Do not you find without a tutor’s help, What 
’tis she looks for ? ” — S. 

p, 43, 1 . 14. ‘ Thirteen Pence Halfpenny was considered as the hang- 
man’s wages very early in the 17th century. How much sooner, I have 
not noticed. “ ’Sfoot, what a witty rogue was this to leave this fair 
thirteefi pence halfpezmy, and this old halter, intimating aptly. 

Had the hangman met us there, by these presages, 

Here had been his work, and here his wages L 

Match at Midjiight, Old Plays, vii. 357. 

If I shold, he could not hang me for’t ; ’tis not worth thirteen pence 
halfpenny.” — ^J. Day’s Huznour out of Breath, sign. F. 3.’ — Nares. — F, 

p. 55, L 22. Greenes Cu 7 i 7 tyber-ries, Robert Greene’s Coney-burrows, 
alluding to his four Coneycatching tracts : I. A Notable Discouery of 
Cosnage, 1591 ; II. The Second Part of Conny-catching, 1591 ; III. The 
Third and last part of Conny-catchmg, With the new deuised knavish 
arte of Foole-taking, 1592. IV. A Disputation Betweene a Hee Conny- 
catcher and a Shee Conney-catcher, whether a Theafe or a Whorer is 
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most hurtfull in Cousonage, to tbe Commonwealtli. Discouering the 
Secret Villanies of alluring Strumpets. With the Conuersion of an 
English Courtizen, reformed this present yeare 1592. — Hai^Uif. — F. 

p. 55, last line, then on goes her pa?itoples, “ Such is the Nature of 

these nouises that think to haue learning without labour, that for 

the most parte they stande so on their pantnffleSj that they be secure of 
perils, obstinate in their own opinions, impatient of labour, apt to con- 
ceive wrong, credulous to believe the worst, ready to shake off their olde 
acquaintance without cause, and to condemne them without colour.” — 
^2/p/iuesy p. 47, ed. Arber. 

Sander, . . Why looke you now, ile scarce put up plain Sander now 
at any of their hands ; for and any body have any thing to do with my 
master, straight they come crouching upon me, — ^ I beseech you good 
M. Sander speake a good word for me,’ — and then I am so stowt and 
take it upon me, and stand upon 7 ny pa?ztoffies to them, out of ail crie, 
w'hy I have a life like a giant now.” — Tajning of a Shrew ^ p, 174, ed. 
Nichols, Six old Plays. 

“ Stande thou on thy pantuffles, and shee will vayle bonnet.” — 
JSupJmes^ p. 1 17. — P. A. Daniel. 

p. 68, 1. 7 from foot, willhig ker ^ . . . either then or never to consent to 
the savuig of all their lives. Abduction was punishable with death. By 
statute 39 Eliz. c. 9, principals, procurers, or accessories before the fact, 
were deprived of benefit of clergy. See Blackst one’s CommezitarieSy ed. 
Kerr, 1862, iv. 231. — S. 

The preamble of the Act of Elizabeth, passt in 1 597, illustrates the 
story in the text, and runs thus : — 

Whereas of late times diuers women, as well maydens as widowes, 
and wiues hauing substance, some in goods mooueable, and some in 
lands and tenements, and some being heires apparent to their Ancestours, 
for the lucre of such substance bene oftentimes taken by misdoers, con- 
trary to their will, and after marled to such misdoers, or to others by 
their assent, or defiled, to the great displeasure of God, and contrary to 
your Hig[h]nesses Lawes, and disparagement of the said women, and 
great heauinesse and discomfort of their friends, and ill example of 
others ; which offences, albeit the same be made felon le by a certaine act 
of Parliament made in the third yeere of King Henrie the seuenth : Yet 
forasmuch as Clergie hath been heretofore allowed to such Offenders, 
diuers persons haue attempted and committed the said offences in hope 
of life by the benefit of Clergie^ : — Be it therefore enacted &c.” Chris- 
topher Barker’s edition of 1597, sign. E. This edition contains two acts 
more than the Record Office one, namely, 26 An Act for confirmation 
of the Subsidies granted by the Clergie. 27 An Act for the grant of 
three entire Subsidies, and sixe Fifteenes and Tenths granted by the 
Temporalitie.” Chap. 7, ^ An Act for the more speedie payment of the 
Queenes Maiesties debts looks as if Q. Elizabeth was insolvent : but 
1 Education the excuse for aime ! The doctrine sounds odd now- 
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‘ the Queen’s debts ’ were debts due to her, like ‘ the Queen’s traitors ’ 

were traitors against lier. — F. 

p. 69, 1 , 8. the counsel I Table, The concilium ordinarium, commonly 
known as the court of star chamber, a branch of the pri\y council which 
assumed jurisdiction over many otlences cognizable in the ordinary 
law courts* See Hallam s History of E 7 igla}id^ voL I. chap. i. — S. 

p. 69. 1 . 8. she tolde so good a tale for him, &:c. If a woman was 
married by her abductor, she was allowed to give evidence against him 
of the abduction, contrary to the then general rule that a wife^s evidence 
could not be received against her husband. See Blackstone’s Coinment- 
aries, iv. 231. — S. 

p. 71, 1 . 10 from foot, cooling carde. So Suffolk in i Hen. VI., V. iii. 
83 : “ There all is marr’d ; there lies a cooluig ca?'dT Not Shakspere’s. — F. 

A letter from Euphues to Philautus is entitled, cooling Carde for 
Philautus and all fond lovers.^^ — Etiphues, Arber’s ed. p. 106. “ Card. 

(2) A chart. Harrison, p. 39.” — Halliwelhs Diet.— S. 

P- 75 ? 3 from foot- a tantmie pigge. St Anthony’s. See Brand’s 

Afitiquities, ed. Ellis, 1841, i. 200, note a, col. 2. And “St. Anthony’s 
church in Threadneedle street, belonging to an hospital of that Saint, and 
dedicated to St. Anthony of Vienna as early as Henry III. The found- 
ation was for a master, two priests, a schoolmaster, and twelve poor 
men. , . The proctors of this house used to collect alms, and take from 
the market people lean or ill-conditioned pigs, which they turned abroad 
■with bells about their necks to live upon the public, — whence the 
saying aji Anthonfs pig, and when fat, they killed them for the use of 
the hospital.’' — Stowe’s Lond. p. 190, in Nichols’s ed. of E. Berlin, Descr. 
cT Ajigleferre 1558, repr. 1775, p. 13. See the Index below, p. 209. — F. 

p. 82. To compare small things with great, set this page beside 
Julia’s description of her lovers in the Two Gentle 7 ne 7 i of Verofta, I. ii., 
and Portia’s of hers in the Mercha 7 it of Ve 7 iice, I. ii. — F. 

p. 83, 1 . 7. Smithfield (or smooth-field, an etymology sanctioned by 
Fitz Stephen, who describes it as ca 77 ipiis pla 7 ius) was celebrated for 
many centuries as a market, and the cheating carried on there, more 
especially in the sale of horses, was long notorious. A ^ Smithfield horse ’ 
was the cant name for a particularly bad bargain. F alstaff tells us that 
his horse was bought at Smithfield (2nd part of Henry IV., act I. sc. ii. 
fr- 5 ^- 7 )> a-tid Pepys speaks “of the craft and cunning that I never dreamed 
of, concerning the buying and choosing of horses,” Diary, Dec. 4, 1668. 
And see under Dec. ii, 1668. — H, B. W. 

p. 83, 1. 7 from foot, a S 77 iithfeelde ko 7 'se. Smithfield was noted for 
its horse-fairs (p. 87, 1. 2 from foot) ; and at them, as at all other fairs, 
the buyer takes his chance. 

“The Londiners pronounce woe to him that buyes a horse in Smyth- 
field, that takes a servant in Pauls Church, that marries a wife out of 
Westminster” [noted for its stews]. — Fynes M^oxysoni s Itinerary, i 6 iy, Ft. 

3 > P* 53 - On the Fair in Smithfield, see Bartholomew Eair, 1641. — F, 
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p. S3, L 7 from foot. a Smifhfeelde J>orse proue gfiod or 

jadish. heere ^to Smithfield] comes many Horses, Lke Ftenchinen) 
rotten in the joynts, which by tricks are made to ieape, though they can 
scarce go ; he that light upon a Horse in this place, from an olde Horse- 
courser, sound both in wind and limbe, may light of an honest Wife in the 
Stews : here's many an olde Jade, that trots hard fort, that uses his legs 
sore against his will, for he had rather have a Stable then a hlarket, or a 
Racef'" — London and the Countrey Carbonadoed and Quartred into 
severall Characters. By D. Lupton, 1632, pp. 36-7, — S. 

p. 85, 1. 3. let them have their vjilles j or they whether you wUE 
or 710 . Compare Andrew Boorde’s Breuzary, Fol. Ixxxii. back, ^Hherfore, 
Vt hofuo 7 iot cautet CU 771 cuculo^ let euery man please his wyfe in all matters, 
and displease her not, but let her haue her owne %vyl, for that she wyll 
haue, T.vho so euer say nay/^ p. 68 of m3" edition, E. E. T, Soc. 1870, — F. 

p. 91, 1 . 3. Ke 77 ips head. An account of William Kemp will be found 
in Variorum Shakspere, ed. iSer, vol. III. p. 197. — P. A. D. 

p. 91, 1 . 9. Kuackes to k 7 iowe knaves by. A knack how to knowe 
a knave,*'' one of Kempe’s works ? — P. A. D. 

p. 1 1 3, 1 . 73. Ovid could testlfy^^c. Ultima ccelestum, terras Astr^a 
reliqiiit. — Ovid's ilfetai/iorphoses, I. 150. — S. 

p. 1 1 3, 1 . 84. carnall vice . . izi the Popes great hall. On the lechery and 
sodom^^ seen in Rome by Andrew Boorde, see m3* edition of A. B., p. 77, 
with the extract from Thomas’s History of Italye in the note there. — F. 

p. 1 1 8, 1 . gigge, jig. Cp. in ArbePs Ti^aiiscript of the Statio 7 ie 7 d 
Pegistei^s, iii. 49, 50, “ A pretie newe Jigge betwene Francis the gentle- 
man, Richard the farmer, and theire Oct. 14, 1595 ; and on Oct, 

21, ballad called Kemps newe Jygge betwixt a souldiour and a 
h riser, and S3*m the clown.’’ The word f'ig^ is said to be derived from 
the Anglo-Saxon ; and in old English literature its application extended, 
be3*ond the tune itself, to an}* jigging rh3-mes that might be sung to such 
tunes. The songs sung by clowns after pla\*s (which like those of Tarle- 
ton, were often extempore,) and an3* other meiry ditties, were called 
jigs. ^ Nay, sit down b3* side, and I will si/igthee one of mv* countrey 
jigges to make thee merry,’ sa3*s Delone3', in his Thomas of Re ad mg d — 
Chappell's Popular Music, ii. 495. — F. 

p. 1 1 8, 1 . 230. Seven Deadl3^ Sins. Compare ^The Seuen Deadly 
Sinnes of London : Drawne in seuen seuerali Coaches, Through seuen 
seuerall Gates of the Citie, Bringing the Plague with them. Opus septem 
Dierum. Tho : Dekker. At London Printed by E. A. for Nathaniel 
Butter, and are to be solde at his shop neere Saint Austens gate. 1606. 
4to, black letter, 31 leaves.’ — Haslitt. Also Dekker’s ‘ Belman of 
London,’ 1608 ; ' Lanthorne and Candlelight,’ 1609 ; ^ O per se O,’ 1612 ; 
Willanies discovered,’ 1616; and the successive versions of his ^Eng- 
lish Viilanies,’ 1632-48. — F. 

p, 1 21, 1 . 304. Some weare short cloakes, so 7 ne cloakes that reach the 
heeL “ In the time of Oueene Mary, and the beginning of the Raigne 
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of Queen Eli::abetli^ and for many yeeres before, it was not lawfull for 
any man either ser\"ant or others, to weare their Gowns lower than to the 
calves of their legges, except they were above threescore ^^eares of age, 
but the length of Cloakes being not limited, they made them Cloakes 
downe to their Shoes . , . — S tow’s Ji/z/iales, continued by Edmund 

Howes, ed, 1631, pp. 1039-40* — S. 

p. 121 , 11 . 307-10, Bold Befiresse, &c.; p. 122, 1 . 333. fajines by trtcls are 
borne, * “Womens Maskes, Buskes, Muifes, Fanns, Periwigs and Bod- 
kins, were first devised, and used in Italy by Curtezans, and from thence 
brought into France, and there received of the best sort for gallant orna- 
ments, and from thence they came into England, about the time of the 
Massacre of Paris’’ [1572]. — Ide7n^^. 1038,00!. 2. — S. 

p. 126, 1. 451. Wrath is the cause that 77 ien in S^nith-field 7 neete, 

“ This field commonly called West-Smithfield, was for many yeares 
called Riiffians hall, by reason it was the usuall place of Frayes and 
common fighting, during the time that Sword and Bucklers were in use. 

“ When eveiy^ Serving-man from the base to the best, carried a Buck- 
ler at his backe, which hung by the hilt or pomell of his Sword which 
hung before him. 

“ This manner of Fight was frequent with all men, untill the fight of 
Rapier and Dagger tooke place, and then suddenly the generall quarrell 
of fighting abated, which began about the 20 yeare of Queene Elizabeth 
[1577-8], for untill then it was usuall to have Frayes, Fights, and Quarrells, 
upon the Sundayes and Holidayes, sometimes twenty, thirty, and forty 
Swords and Bucklers, halfe against halfe, as well by quarrells of appoint- 
ment as by chance. 

“ Especially from the midst of Aprill, untill the end of October, by 
reason, Smithfield was then free from durte and plashes. And in the 
Winter season, all the high streetes were much annoyed and troubled 
with hourely frayes of sword and buckler men who tooke pleasure in that 
bragging fight ; and although they made great shew of much furie and 
fought often, Yet seldome any man hurt for thrusting was not then in 
use : neither would one of twentie strike beneath the waste, by reason 
they held it cowardly and beastly. But the ensuing deadly fight of 
Rapier and Dagger suddenly suppressed the fighting with Sword and 
Buckler.” — Stow’s Anomies, continued by Edmund Howes, ed. 1631, 
p. 1024, col. I and 2. — S. 

p. 127, 1 . 497. Idle^iesse. See Andrew Boorde’s amusing 151st 
Chapter of his Breuiary, on ^ an euyl Feuer, the whiche dothe cumber 
yonge persons, named the Feuer lurden.’ His remedy is : “There is 
nothyng so good for the Feuer lurden as is Vngtcentu 7 n bacnHnu77t, that 
is to say. Take me a stycke or wand of a yerde of length and more, 
and let it be as great as a mans fynger, and with it anoynt the bake 
and the shulders well, mornynge and euenynge, and do this .xxi. dayes,” 
die. : see my edition, p. 83-4, and the Index to my Babees Book. — F. 
p. 129, 11 . 562, 564. There were two Compters or prisons for debtors 



Notes for p. 12.9 — 133. 199 

in the city of London ; each being under the siipenntendence of one of 
the Sheriffs, The Poultry Compter stood a few doors from St Mildred's 
church until iSi/, when it was taken dowm. Stow wTote of it, this hath 
been there kept and continued time out of mind, for I have not read of 
the original thereofd^ Wood Street Compter stood on the east side of 
Wood Street, Cheapside, and was first established there in 1555, when 
the prisoners were removed from the old Compter in Bread Street to the 
new one in Wood Street. The latter was burnt down in the Great Fire, 
but rebuilt afterwards. The prison was removed to Gilt spur Street in 
1791. T. Middleton introduced a reference to the two Compters in his 
Phce?iix — for as in that notable city called London stand two most 
famous L^niversities, Poultr}’- and Wood street, where some are of tw^enty 
years’ standing and have took all their degrees.” Quoted in Cunning- 
ham’s Handbook of London. — H. B. W. Thomas Nash also praisd 
the Compter ironically in his ^ Strange 1592, (sign. 1 .) : — 

Heare what I say : a gentleman is never throughly entred into 
credit till he hath been there ; and that Poet or novice, be hee what he 
will, ought to suspect his wit, and remaine halfe in doubt that it is not 
authenticall, till it hath beene seene and allowed in unthrifts consistoiy% 
G 7 ’ande dolofds ingeTitu 7 n I Let fooles d'well in no stronger houses than 
their fathers built them, but I protest I should never have writ passion 
well, or beene a piece of a poet, if I had not arriv’d in those quarters. 
Trace the gallantest youthes, and bravest revellers about towne, in all 
the by-paths of their expence, and you shall infallibly finde, that once in 
their life-time they have visited that melancholy habitation. Come, 
come, if you goe to the sound truth of it, there is no place of the earth 
like it, to make a man wise. Cambridge and Oxford may stand under 
the elbowe of it. I vow, if I had a sonne, I would sooner send him to 
one of the Counters to leame lawe, than to the limes of Court or 
Chancery.” (in Collier’s BibL Catal. i. 277.) 

p. 133, 1 , 679. light-iaylde Jiuswz'ves. Compare ‘A Dialogue by- 
twene the commune secretary and Jalowsye, Touch^mge the \Tistablenesse 
of Harlottes,’ John Kynge [1550-61], Collier’s BibL Cat. i. 400. 

“ She that is fa^^re, lusty and yonge, 

And can comon in termes with fyled tonge. 

And w’yll abyde \vhysperynge in the eare, 

Thynke ye her tayle is 710 1 lyght of the seaf^e?^^ 

This is Hamlet’s ^ tickle o’ the sere,’ the sear being the catch of a 
gunlock, which when stiff, makes you pull the trigger very hard, but 
when light, turns it into a ‘ hair-trigger,’ one that’ll go at the touch of a 
hair. — F. 

William Goddard’s Neaste of Wasfes, 16x5, gives the theatres a bad 
character too (Collier’s BibL Cat. L 314) ^ — 

Goe to your plaie-howse, you shall actors have, 

Your baude, your gull, your whore, your pander knave, 
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Goe to your bawdie house, y’ave actors too, 

As bawdes, and whores, and gulls, pandars also, 

Besides, in either howse (yf you enquire) 

A place there is for men themselves to tire. 

Since th^ are so like, to choose theres not a pinn. 

Whether bawdye-house, or plaie-howse you goe in.” 

As to the round house, compare T/is Cries of London (ib. p. 163, time of 
Jas. I.) 

The Players on the Banckeside, 

The round Globe and the Swan, 

Will search you idle tricks of love, 

But the Bull will play the man.’’ 

The Bull was ^The Red Bull ’ theatre in Clerkenwell. The Rose theatre 
on or near Bankside was also round. See Norden’s Map, I 593 - — F. 

p. 139,1. 7. Hee aski him, If hee had a Passe, &c. ^^Any two 
yiistices of Peace may licence such as be delivered out of Gaoles, to begge 
for their fees, or to travell to their Countrey, or friends : and may give 
licence for fourtie dayes to a Rogue, that is marked [branded : and 
may make testimonial to a Servingman, that is turned away from his 
master, or whose master is dead : 14 Eliz. cap. 5 ; and 18 Eliz. cap. 3 ; 
and 27 Eliz. cap. ii. 

. . . And they may Licence diseased persons (living of almes) to travel 
to Bathe, or to Buckstone, for remedies of their griefe, 14 Eliz. cap. 5, and 
27 Eliz. cap. II.'’ — Lambard’s Eire 7 iarcha, ed. 1592, p. 321-2. 

Two such fustices may give licence to Fencers, Bearewards, Com'- 
mo 7 i players in Enterludes, Afi^istrels, fuglers, Fedlef's, Tmkers^ and 
Petite-cJiap 7 ne 7 i, to goe abroad, so as they shall not be taken as Rogues. 
14 Eliz. cap. 5 ; and 27 Eliz. cap. ii.” — Ide 7 n, pp. 341-2. — S. 

p. 140, 1. 45. Sigfia vh'tutimi tuaru^n longe lateque ferens, A remin- 
iscence of Horace, Od. IV. i. 16.? — S. 

p. 141,1. I. folk leavmg to'wn after Pe 7 'm. Compare Lord Campbell’s 
note on p. 23-4 of his Shakespeare^ s Legal A cquh'emefits considered, 1859 • 

« Even so late as Queen Anne’s reign there seems to have been a pro- 
digious influx of all ranks from the provinces into the metropolis in term 
time. During the preceding century, Parliament sometimes did not meet 
at all for a considerable number of years ; and being summoned rarely 
and capriciously, the ‘ London season ’ seems to have been regulated, 
not by the session of Parliament, but by the law terms, — 

‘ . and prints before Term ends.’ — Pope, 

While term lasted, Westminster Hall was crowded all the morning, not 
only by lawyers, but by idlers and pohticians in quest of news. Term 
having ended, there see 77 zs to have beezi a gezzeral dispersion. Even the 
Judges spent their vacations in the country, having when in town resided 
in their chambers in the Temple or Inns of Court. The Chiefs were 
obliged to remain in town a day or two after term, for Nisi Prius sittings ; 
but the Puisnes were entirely liberated when proclamation was made at 
the rising of the court on the last day of term, in the form still preserved, 
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that all manner of persons may take their ease, and give their attend* 

ance here again on the first day of the ensuing term 

See Thomas Dekker's ^The Dead Terme. Or Westminsters Com- 
plaint for long \"acations and short Tearmes. Written in manner of a 
Dialogue betweene the two Cityes of London and Westminster. London, 
Printed and are to be sold by John Hodgets. i6oS. 4to, black letter, 27 
leaves/ — F. 

p. 156, 1. 19. ^^Actuaiy”, {Acitiaritis) Is the Clerk or Scribe, that 
registers the Canons and Constitutions of the Convocation : Also an 
Officer in the Court Christian, who is in Nature of a Register/"— Co wel’s 
Law Diet, ^ ed. 1727. 

p. 15S, 1 . 6. Swaimnootes of Forrests, From the Sax, swan, a 
swaiH^ as Co2i?itry-swaiH^ DooLsTvain^ and gemote, a Court or Conven- 
tion. The Swanemote was a Court held twice a year [Spelman and 
Cowel say thrice. — S.] by the forest officers, fifteen days before Mid- 
sunwier ^ and three weeks before ilfiehaelmassy for enquiry of the tres- 
passes committed %vithin the bounds of the forest.” — Kennet/s Parochial 
Antiquities, ed. 1695, Glossar}', s.v. Swanemotum. — S. 

p. 1 58, 1. 12. The Virdge, Verge, Virgata, may seem to come from 
the French Verier, viridarium, and is used here in Fngland for the 
Compass of the King"s Court, which bounds the jurisdiction of the Lord 
Steward of the King’s Houshold, and of the Coroner of the King’s 
House, and that seems to have been Twelve IMiles Compass.” — Cowel’s 
Law Diet, ed. 1727. — S. 

p. 158, 1 . 16. The Clinhe, ‘‘Then next is the CImhe, a Goal or 
Prison for the Trespassers in those Parts, namely, in old time for such 
as should Brabble, Fray, or break the Peace on the said Bank [the 
Bankside, Southwark] or in the Brothel Houses, they were by the In- 
habitants thereabout apprehended and committed to this Goal, when 
they were straitly Imprisoned ."’ — StrypSs Stow, ed. 1720, II. book iv. 
p. 8, col. I. — S. 

P‘ ^ 59 : 9 foot. And here I reme 7 nber 7 ne of a 7 t old tale. This 

story will be found in Bacon’s Apophthegms, No. 34, Miscellatieotis 
Writbigs of Francis Bacon, ed. 1802, p. 12. — S. 

p. 163, 1 . 12 from foot. An Knginere for ^nakifig of Tatars, Grose 
{Military A^itiqui ties, I. p. 402) gives an engraving of “ Pierriers, vulgarly 
called Pattereros,” and says, “ Chamber’d pieces for throwing stones, 
called cannon perriers . . , vrere about this time [Edward VI. reign] 
much used in small forts, and on shipboard.” — S. 

p. 171,1. I. Sir John Hawkhts'* hospital at Chatha^n, An hospital 
for decayed mariners and shipwrights was founded by Sir John Hawkins, 
in 1592, in which twelve pensioners have each a separate house, an 
allowance of eight shillings per -week, and an annual supply of coal ; 
the management is vested in 26 governors, of which number five are 
elective. — Lewis’s Topographical Dictionary. — S. 

p. 175, 1 . 2. Navibiis atgiie^ Hor. Fpp* I. xi. 28 — 30* — S, 
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AMuctioti of a widow, story of the, 67-9 
Actuary, the, 156/19 
admiring, wondering at 

Adonis, 1^2/64^ 

Affectionate, z/,a, 30/22, to love 
^g}^tian dog, the, 113/61-4 
akmd,^.^. 127/4S2, related. Se^ kinde 
Almanacks faulty, 117/185 
Ambrosian oyle, loi, 1 . 4 from foot 
Animals examples to drunkards, 132/ 
631-36 

Anthony, Master, a discreet lover, 79 
Apollo, 1 1 7/19 1 } 118/218 
Appearances, don’t trust to them, 66-7 
Apprentice, an, who marries doubles 
his apprenticeship, 87 
Apuleius asse, 1 19/253 
Arithmetic described, 116/169-74 
Astraea, 113/74 

Astronomy described, 117/181-86 
Atropos, 120/2S5 

Attomies dub themselves counsellors, 
157 ; clerkships of trading companies 
given them, 165 ; country, frequent 
eightpenny ordinaries, 141 
Avarice described, 129/535-46 ; her 
misdeeds, 129-30/547-70 
Avenanarie, 16S. Next (to the Equer- 
ries) is the Chief ATjener, from Avena, 
Oates ; whose yearly Fee is 40 1 . and 
this place with all the following, are 
in the Gift of the Master of the Horse, ” 
— Chamberlayne’s Anglus Hotiiia, 
ed. 1673, Ft. L p. 199. ‘‘Avenor, 
Avmarius, Is an Officer belonging to 
the King’s Stables, and provides Oats 
for his Horses,^’ — Cowel’s Law JDict., 
ed. 1727, 

Baals common Priests, 9S/l8 
babell, a, 81/15, a bauble 
baby in the eye, the, 39/12 
bakerly kneed, 82/15, knockkneed. See 
HalliwelLs JOicL , s, v, Bakerlegged 
bandy, v,f. 43/6 

Banke-sides round-house, housewives 
at the, 133/6S1-82 
bankrotes, 16/2, bankrupts 


barrel butter, 70, 1. 2 from foot, salt butter 
bate-maker, 13/21, one who causes de- 
bate, or strife 

Bathe, the, Bath, Somerset, physicians 
practise there, 161, 1. 4 from foot 
Batillus, 1 1 S/21 1, Bathyllus 
bats, 41, 1. 13 from foot, bates, i.e. strife? 
Bedchamber men’s servants made pages 
of the privy chamber, 169 
Bedlam, wit in, 90, 1 . 2 from foot 
Benefices, college, to obtain, 149-50 ; 
abroad, in whose gift, 150 ; where to 
search for, 151, 153 ; to obtain, 15 1- 
54; book of, referred to, 153 > cata- 
logue of, wanted, 154 
Bettresse, 12 1/307, a woman’s name 
(Beatrice) 

bird of Bedlam, a, 79, 1 . 6 from foot, a 
crazy girl. Old Eng. burd, lady, 
maiden 

Bishop’s patronage fo3rmerly useful to 
civilians, 156 

Black book in the Exchequer referred 
to, 159, 169 

blacke m'ought Wastcoate, a, 144/6, 
a woman’s garb 

bob, the offering of a, 85, 1. 8 from 
foot, mocking, cheating 
bobbes, sb. 74, 1. 9 from foot, blows. 
Lady Jane Grey, complaining of her 
parents, says that she is * ‘ so cruellie 
threatened, yea presentlie some tymes 
with pinches, nippes, and bobbes, and 
other waies which I will not name for 
the honor I beare them, so without 
measure misordered.” — Ascham’s 
Scholemasier, p. 47, Arber’s ed. 
boone voyage, 142, 1. 2 from foot, bon 
voyage 

Bosseldir, the, 139/3, Borsholder. . 

Our Borsholder in Kent, and their 
Thirdborow in Warwickshire, be 
Conservatours (of the peace) also 
within their Boroughs. For Borow- 
head, Borsholder, and Tithingman, 
bee three several names of one selfe 
same thing, and do signifie, The 
chiefe man of the free pledges within 
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tliat Borow or Tithing.” — Lam- 
barde’s Mh'efiarcha^ ed. 1592, p, 14. 
Lambarde derives the name from 
A, S. borhes ealdor. See his Peram- 
bulation of K'e 7 it^ reprint, 1S26, p. 19. 
Bowser, 149/12, bursar 
braggadochio-hke, adj. 126/45S 
brand, 4/7, brent, burnt? 
breake-peace, 73/3, cause of strife 
breed-bate, a, 13/19, see bate-maker 
brewes, 165/4, broth, pottage 
Briceris, 32/17 
Bridewell, 13/22, 22/12 
Bridewell, the Beadles of, 95/16 
Bridewell in her dish, laying, 17/5 
Bristow Cows way, 173/5, Bristol cause- 
way 

brute, to, 10, L 2 from foot, to bruit 
bulke, chest, thorax, 131/609 
Buis, 36/10, hangmen 
Bub baiiiffes, 95/14 

Burleigh, Lord, his book on court ofnces | 
referred to, 169 

bussardes, 17, 1. 3 from foot, cowards. 
Haih’weirs Z)ict., s. v* Buzzard 

C^sar, 123/380 
Caligula, 126 [44.$ 

Cambridge, 1 15 / 133 
Canck-'wood, Cannock-Wood, Stafford- 
shire, 160/22 

Caneere, 170/14, cannoneer 
Cardinals bum the cardinal Tirtues, 
113/S2 

Cards, new cut at, ruins men, 119/249 
carterly progenitors, 99/10 
Castale fount, 118/214 
Cast gentlewomen’s doctonng described, 
160 

cast-ravelinges, 42, line 9 from foot. 

“ Ravelins serve to cover the 

Gates of the Town and the Bridges 

” — Bailefs Diet., I. 

Cauls worn by women, 12 1/3 10 
Cerberus, 4/6 

Charity’s contest with Envy, 1 25/41 5"20 
charke coles, 80, 1. 1 1 from foot, charcoal 
Charons boat, 4/4 
charres, 112/52, chariots 
Chaucers japes, 95/4 
Cheapside, 129/538 
choptlodgicke, a, 96/17, a marriage? 
In the Fraternitye of Vacabondes, 
E.E.T.S. ed., p. 15, and Romeo 
Juliet, III. v. 1 50, choplogic means a 
disputatious person. Here there may 
be a facetious allusion to marriage as 
a state in which logic is chopped or 
exchanged 


Christes Crosse, 33, L 7 from foot 
chuff, sb. 12/17, 1. 4 from foot. 

“ Choffe or chuffe Rusticus.” — 

Prompt, Parw, Cf. I Henry IV., II. 
ii. 94 

Church livings, enough of them to 
maintain the ministry, 154 
cinicall, 1 34/ 7 12, comical 
Circe, 133/6^ 

Civil Law, its study costly, practice 
lucrative; fees come directly from the 
client ; preferments in, enumerated, 
^ 5 S f courts of, inferior officers in, 1 56 
clapperclaw, z^.a. 71, I. ii from foot, 
to belabour 

Clerks of the Household formerly rose 
by gradation, 169 
Clerkships enumerated, 159 
Clerkships of trading companies, to 
whom formerly given, 165 
Cloaks, fashions in, 12 1/304 
closecubberds, 18/13, safes of the 
period ? 

clouterly caulfed, 82/14. ^^Clouterly, 
clumsy, awkward — HalliweWs Diet, 
Cobbiiero, John, 30, 1 . 12 from foot, a 
name for a cobbler 

collops of their owne dash, 1S6, 1. 3 
from foot, children. Cf. Hm, VI, 
pt. I, V. iv. 18. 

Common courting lads, their behaviour, 
92 

Common gardens about London ill- 
smelling places, 19/22 
Common Law students should first enter 
an Inn of Chanceiy, 156 ; become 
clerks to a prothonotaiy of Common 
Pleas ; know something of Civil Law, 

157 

Common Law, preferments in, 158 
Confectio Alchermi, 150/14 
congies, sb. 114/99, bows 
coning-shifts, 91/23, coney-shifts, Le. 
swindles 

cooling carde, 71, 1. lo from foot 
copesmates, 9, 1. 8 from foot, 17/21, 
intimate friends. A. S. copest, chief- 
est, and mate? 

Corked shoes worn by women, 122/328 
Com engrossed through Avarice, 129/ 
547 

Comewall, an ill-omened name, 133/ 

675 

Counsel, their former means of prefer- 
ment, 157 ; present, 159 
courrose, zj.a, 25, L 13 from foot, 
carouse 

Courtier, a, should be placed with a 
White Staff of the Household, z 6 S 
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Coui'tsliip, story of a long one, S9-90 
Coy dame, story of a, 81 -82, 85 
crack e, sS>. 143/22, rmn? 
crack-halter, a, 91, 1. 5 from foot, a 
gallows-bird 

cract-love, 81/3. ‘‘Cracked-piece, a 
girl who is no longer a virgin/* — 
Halhzveir s Diet. 

crannes, 23, 1. 1 1 from foot, chinks 
Crooked lane, traps there, 91 1 5 
cryll, a, 164, I. 3 from foot, a creel? 
This is a large wicker basket used in 
Scotland to convey fish to market. 
See Penny Alagazi^ie^ vol. ix. yjo. 
Cuckow, the, at Canck-wood in May, 
160/22 

Damsel, immodest, stoiy of an, 75 " 9 j 
D aughters, how to be portioned, 172 ; 
their education ; should be brought 
up by their mother ; in whose house- 
holds to place them, 173 ; with whom 
they may associate ; their marriage, 

174 

Democritus, 1 22/341 
Diana, 134/693 
dicotomize, v,a . 144/9, divide 
disgesture, 13/2, digestion 
Divine service on board ship, 

Doctor’s Commons, doctors of civil law 
formerly lived there, 156 
Dodridge, Justice, his tractate on law 
studies leferred to, 156 
dooing, 1S8/1, management 
Doter, a, described, 41 
drerelayes, 52/22, dreary lays, mournful 
ditties 

driggell draggells, 14/13, sluts 
Drummer, the, of Paris Garden, 174, 1 . 

2 from foot 

Drunkenness a mate of Gluttony, 131/ 
613; described, 131/614-24; differ- 
ent effects of, 132/625-30 ; evils of, 
132/637-41 

Dutch, the, asked what trade Janies I. 
used, 164 

Dutchwoman’s, a, clothing, 173/1 

74 » 1 * 6 from foot, incites. A. S. 
eggian 

Else, 76/12, I shall (often ‘Ise.’) 
Englishman, picture of an, 122/340-46 ; 

character, 122/349-52 
Envious man, story of an, 124/391-94 
Envy described, 123/367-74 ; her mis- 
deeds, 123/375-408 ; caused war be- 
tween Caesar and Pompey, 123/379-80 
equipace, i. e. a measured step, fashion- 
able, 120/267 


Ermiline, the, 134/697, the ermine 
Eveo'-place, the country of, 41, L 6 
from foot 
evill, 9/16, empty 

Exchange, fashions change monthly at 
the, 121/312 

Exchange shops, girls bred in, 173, I. 
9 from foot 

Exhibitions, in whose gift ; where to 
search for, 146 ; to obtain, 147, 149 
extrution, 37/21, thrusting out 

fairing-monger, 100/ 1 
Fancy, Pride’s handmaid, 1 19/243 
Fariiery learnt by a great earl, 164 
Fashions change continually, 120/277- 
94 

Fasting and prayer neglected, 186 
Feather fans used by women, 121/31S 
feeble, a name for a tailor, 157, 1. 8 
from foot 

Fellowships, how obtained, 149 
Fiat, Mr Francis, a fishmonger, 152, 1 . 

7 from foot 

fieres-bird, 12/17, who sits by the 
fire. See marginal note. 

Fleet Street vintners discharge their 
joume5rmen after Trinity term, 141 
Flower de luce, 13/21, a tavern 
flung out at a bootie, 67/10, robbed on 
the highway ? 

fobbe uppe, t/.n. 25/14, delude 
fooles paradice, 93/1, Pom, yul,, 
III. ii. 82 

for, 7/3, from, against 

Free schools, principal, enumerated; 

very numerous ; their kinds, 145 
free taile, 31/S, fee-tail, “Fee-tail, feo- 
dum taliatum, is that whereof we are 
seised to Us and our Heirs, with 
Limitation, that is, the Heirs of our 
Body.” CoweV s Zaw JDzcif,, ed. 1727, 
s, V. Fee 

French borders, l73/^j 3. kind of needle- 
work 

Friar Tuck’s mattins, 53, 1 . 9 from foot 

friars, bawdy, 114/ 105 

fustie framed speech, 4, 1. 2 from foot 

galliard, the, 102, 1. ii from foot, a 
dance. See HaUitvelPs JDict,^ s, v, 
geeres, v,n, 131/622, jeers 
Gentlemen should learn trades, 164 
Geometiy described, 117/175-80 
gesse, guests, 60, 1. 4 from foot 
gigges, 118/216, jigs. “A jig was a 
ludicrous metrical composition, often 
in rhyme, which was sung by the 
clovm, who occasionally danced, and 
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iras always accompanied by a tabor 
and pipe.'"' — s Diet, 

Gili, a lazie, 127/494, epithet of Sloth 
gime, 80^ 33, to grill 
gimiiig, 4, 1. 9 from foot, grinning 
Gluttony described, 13 1 595'6oo, 607- 
12; her misdeeds, 131^601-6 
God givej’-ee joye, 90, 1 . 10 from foot, a 
marriage benediction 
Goffo (ItaL stupid) feeds Lipotopo, 
128/524 

Grammer described, 116/145-50; bond- 
slave to Stationers, 1 16 '149 
Greenes Cunnyberries, 55 22 
Grocers complain of Avarice, i29/'549 

hale-backe, a, 27, last line, a hawl-back, 
pull-back 

Hales, Sir Edward, praised, 139-40/25- 

32 

hallow mouthed, 152, last line, sancti- 
monious 

harborow, sb. 1 03, 1. 12 from foot, har- 
bour 

harte at grasse, 23, 1. 3 from foot, heart 
of grace 

Hawkins, Sir John, his hospital for 
sailors, 171 

Hedge- creepers, i. e. petty traders, de- 
scribed, 164-65 ; their paltry ven- 
tures, 165 

Heir, your, should many early, 144 
her, for gen. r. 36/3 
Heraclitus, 122/342 
Herod, 125/433 
Herodias, 122/326 
Hesiode, 124/402 
hinderlove, a, 91, 1. 4 from foot 
Ilindes fees, 95/19 
his, for gen. 49/16 
hit-home, adj. 93/20 
Hogsden, 51/4, Hoxton, Middlesex 
Hoibom ostlers, when they impound 
the guest’s boots, 141 
holiowes the sight, 80, 1. 3 from foot, 
gives the view holla ? 

Honesty comes to Hogsden ; sees a 
troop of lovers in a hall there, 51 ; 
describes them, 51-96; his reflections 
on the case of the passionate ass, 55 ; 
blames women who appeal from 
their husbands to their parents, and 
folks who marry and repent, 55-6 ; 
considers love the highest duty, 57 ; 
censures -wooers who rely on parent’s 
authority, 59 ; his reflections on the 
case of the covetous widow, 63-5 ; 
thinks -women beholden to men who 
many them, 65 ; for marriage is a 


perilous state, 66 ; his cure for fas- 
tidious wives, 74 ; warning against 
mercenary^ matches, 75 ; creeps into 
maidens’ chambers and overhears 
their talk, Si ; advises suitors not to 
be unreasonable in their require- 
ments, S3 ; warns coy damsels, S6-7 ; 
disapproves of long courtships, S7-9; 
thinks a month long enough for one, 
92 ; condemns seducers, 95 ; warns 
girls to beware of them, 96 ; their 
faithlessness makes women distrust- 
ful, 96-7 ; yet they may know if a 
man is in earnest, 98 ; counsels 
parents to marry their daughter* to 
younger sons of good family, 98- 9 ; 
doesn’t consider the consent of 
parents to a match necessarjq 100 ; 
reprobates inconstant lovers, loi ; 
finds love amongst the multitude, 
101-2 ; his praise of women, 102 ; 
men can’t do without them, 102-3 ; 
eulogizes their mercy, discretion, and 
modesty, 103-5 
Horace’s Art of Poetrie alluded to, 
117/193 

hotte spurres, 5^/^9 j impatient lovers 
Household, officers of the, appointments 
in their gift, l6S 

Hue and cryq pursuit of thieves, 68, 1 . 
9 from foot 

Husbandman, character befitting a ; 

tenancies he should seek, 167 
Hydra, the, 112/49 

indigitly, 150/4, distinctly 
it, its, 29/12, 13 ; 94/4 
Italian purles, 1^3/6, “Most curious 
Purles, or rare Italian Cutw^orke.” 
T'he I^eedles Excellency, by John Tay- 
lor, Spenser Society’s ed.. Issue No. 7 

jacke of Napes, 75, 1 . 5 from foot, a 
monkey 

Jasper Impudencie’s imgrateful con- 
duct, 16 

Jealousy, an old doter’s causeless, 
narrated, 16-17 ; story of a vifemade 
unfaithful by her husband’s, 23-6 ; 
remedies against, 34-8 ; his kingdom 
described, 41-3 

jetting, 125/429, strutting, “ , the 

Normane guise was, to walke and jet 
up and downe the streetes, with great 
traines of idle Sendng men following 
them.” — Eambarde’s Eerambulaiion 
of Kent, reprint, 1826, p. 320 
jnmpe, 65/24; 83/3, coincide 
jumply, 25/10, aptly 
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Jusling Jacks take the wall, 124/400 

kea-cold winter, 5/15* jRuJmrd 

II L, L ii. 5 

kill Crowe, to meet a, S3/4 
Idnde, 127/4S2. Cf. Hamlet, I. iL 65. 
akind 

kinde Mt home floutes, 93/20, snubs 
knight of the poste, the, 26, 1. 8 from foot 

Lachesis, 120/286 

lac'st-mutton, 95/10, superlative of 
laced mutton, a courtesan. Two 
Gent, I. i. 102 
laft at, laughed at, 32/ 8 
Landed estate, your, shouldnh be di- 
vided amongst your children, 143 
Land owners generally obliged to bor- 
row at the rent-day, 143 
Land soldier, the, his tactics, 170/r ; 
profession not lucrative ; his chances 
of preferment j where he should 
serve, 171 ; charities for the, 171-72 
lasht out, 89/9, lavished 
Learning rejected, 1 1 5/1 16-26 
Lechery consorts with Gluttony, 131/ 
612; described, 132/645-48; her mis- 
deeds, 132-33/649-66 
Lecturers more reverenced than parsons, 
^53 

leesing, adj. 89/3, mendacious 
Lelaps, 4/ 1 1 
let, v.n. 26/5, scruple 
Light of Love, the city, 
Likings-recantation, the valley, 91, 1 . 
6 from foot 

Lincolne green, hospital for land- 
soldiers once there, 172/15 
line, a, 41 /21, a clue? 

Linen draper’s company, the, has greater 
privileges than any other, but no 
charter ; their trade a very cleanly 
one, 165 

Lipotopo, story of, 128/505-28 
Lobb, a serving man, his treachery, 20 
Logic described, 116/157-62; expelled 
from colleges, 116/162 
London, common gardens about, 19/22 
London inns. Flower de Luce, Bride- 
well, 13 {see Fleet Street, Petticoat 
Lane, Poultry, &:c.) 

Long-lane gowne, a, 165/12. Long 
lane was A Place also of Note for 
the sale of Apparel, Linnen, and 
Upholsters Goods, both Second-hand 
and New, but chiefly for Old, for 
which it is of note, ” — StryJ>e^s Stow, 
I., bk. iii. p. 122, col. 2 
loose bodied gowne, a, 144/6, a woman’s 


garb. Cf. Taming of the Shrew, IV. 
iii 35 

Love, true, described, 39 ; false, and 
its evil consequences, 39--4I ; the 
blessings of true, 43-4 
Lovesick damsel, story of a, 75-Si 
lubber, 12S/509. Bahgaut : m. An 
vnweldie lubber, great lobcocke, 
huge luske, mishap en lowt, ill-fau- 
oured fiaber-gullion. — 16 ii. Cot- 
grave. — F. 

Lucrece, 132/651 
lumpe, v.n. 19/3, be sullen 
lurdens, 3, 1. 7 from foot, lubberly 
churls 

lusking, 128/509, idle 

Magog, 4/8 
maimed-maide, 95/2 
maine Centre, the, 165, 1 . 6 from foot, 
the earth’s axis 

make-bates, 10, 1. 2 from foot ; 41, 
1 . 2 from foot. See bate-maker 
mankinde creature, a, 80, 1. 6 from foot- 
Cf. CoHolamts, IV. ii. 16 
Manufacturers should sell by retail, 164 ; 

their trade lucrative, 165 
Many-mislike, Mistres, 86, 1 . 7 from 
foot 

Maro. See Virgil 

Married men, names offensive to them, 

133/675 

Mars, 32 ; Wrath s chieftain, 126/463 
Marsias, 118/217, Marsyas 
mastie, a, 4, 1. 9 from fool, a mastiff 
Meander, the, 118/206 
Medical profession not lucrative ; skill 
at a low ebb, 160 
Medusa, 120/275 
Melpomene, 1 12/31 
mens-helpers, 105/5, women 
Merchant Royall, the, described, 164 ; 

injured by petty trafficers, 165 
Merchants, their qualifications and 
risks ; some gain by war ; incor- 
porated societies of, 162 
Mercurie, 12 1/30 1 

Military art best learnt in the Low 
Countries, 171 

milk-white bosom, 102/18, Two Gent. 
III. i. 250 

Millers, knavery of, 59, 1 . 3 from foot ; 

84/9 

Minotaur, the, an incorporated com- 
pany, 167/3 

Minstrels strive with blind fidlers, 124/ 

398 

Miser’s daughter, story of a, 83-4 
Momus, IH/4; 134/707 



Index, 


2,07 


M oney- wooers, their practices described, ’ 

6I'2 

Monks abused, ii4'96, 103 
moule, sif. 45 ^ 10, mould 
Music described, 116/163-6S 

Man, S2, a serving maid 
xSTaval preferments, how obtained, 1 70 
Mavigatobs, the (merchant seaman), 
attainments and way of advancement, 
166 ; he musn’t intrench upon incor- 
porated companies, 167 
Neapolitan, the, 160/19, lues venerea 
neeses, s 3 . 77/2, sneezes. C£ Jobxli. iS 
New College breeds civilians, 155 
nice no-maide, a, 83, L 12 from foot 
Nilus, 113/62 

noddies, S3, 1 . 10 from foot, fools 
Nomothetes, 134/7 10, a lawgiver 
Nonconformist, story of an ejected, 159, 
160 

nuntions, 13, 1. 9 from foot, luncheon 

Oaths, gods Lord, 70 '4 ; passion of 
God, Divell breake his necke, 73 '7- 
10 ; By our Lady, By cock and pie, 
89, 11. 5, 4 from foot ; the passion of j 
our Lady, 96/11 

ostice, 13, 1. 12 from foot, hostess 
othersome, 51, line 10 from foot, some 
others 

out-joynted, ad/. 90/4, discarded 
Overcount, Mistrisse, 141, 1 . 7 from foot, 
a hostess 

over-slippes, 82/7, defects 

Ovid, 113/73; 117/195 

Ovid’s Ars Amandi censured, 133/633 
Oxford, 1 15/134 

Oyster women's hook shoulders, 83, L 
2 from foot 

Bainted plumes worn by men, 12 1/3 17 
Pallas, 116/148 

Pantoples or pantophels (slippers) worn 
by women, 55, last line : 122/327 
Parfrassus, 08/212 

passe not, 114/91 : 134/708, care not. 

^ Cf. 2 Henry VI., IV. ii. 136 
Passing kind man, story of a, 60 
Passionate lover, story of a, 5^^"4 
Patars, 163/12, light guns 
Patience, Wrath’s contrary, 127/475 
patrocinie, 45/9, patronage 
Patrons, private, of benefices, remarks 
on, 153-54; grand advowsons, 154 
Pensions. See Exhibitions 
Periwigs worn by women, 120/272 ; 

1 21/310. See also 161, 1 . 7 from foot 
pesterment, 51/8, embarrassment 


Petticoat Lane, new fashions there, 91/10 
phisnomie, 12 1/322, physiognomy 
Ph^’sicians, diseases they treat, 160 ; 
their attainments and advancement ; 
should make acquaintance with gal- 
lants and immoral women, 16 1 ; find 
a mineral spring, 161-62 ; for women, 
their qualifications, 160 ; young, ig- 
norant, 1 61 

Pierce-Pennilesse’s supplication to the 
devil’s parliament, 26 
Pilate, 112/53 

pimpers with the eyes, 131/620 
placket, 91/12, a woman’s pocket.-— 
Hallhvell s JDiet. 

placket lace, 53, 1. 6 from foot, 95/ 1 3 
plat, sb. 1 1/6 
Pluto, 119/236 

Poetry wronged, 1 1 7- 1 8/ 1 89-2 1 o 
Poets, bad, impudence of, 11S/211-16; 

punished, 118/217-22 
poked raSes worn by women, 74 '9 
Pope, the, abused, 113, 114 
Poultry, the, a debtor’s prison in, 129/ 
562 

powder Beefe, 165/4, salt beef 
pricking-burre, 57,15 
pricksong, 90? 16, Music pricked or 
noted down, full of flourish and 
variety .” — HalliwelTs Diet. 

Pride and her attendants described, 
119/241-46 ; her votaries satirized, 
119-22/247-352 
pritteil prattell, 13/9, gossip 
prittie-bird, a, 57/15 
Proctors in Civil Law, their number 
lately limited, 156 
Proteus, 120/277 

Proverbs cited : — I had rather have a 
man than mony, 6. Love hath no 
lacke. Selfe do, selfe have, 7 ; he 
■which -will no penaunce doe, must 
shonne the cause that l^longs 
thereto, 10 ; a still dogge bites 
sore, but the barking cur feares 
more, 15; the pitcher goeth long, 
to the water, but at laste ... is' 
brought home broken, 30 ; kit must 
after kind, bee it but in scraping of a 
frying panne, 30 ; an ii bird which -will 
defile his ownenest, 33, 123/35S ; shee 
that knowes where Christes crosse 
standes, will never forget where 
great A dwels, 33 ; hot love wil be 
soone colde, 56, 81 ; qui moccat 
moccabitur, 70 ; Like will to 
like,” quoth the Divell to the 
Collier, 74 ; looke ere we lep, 75 ; 
crooked without, and crabbed writMn, 
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86 ; lingring love breedes mislike, 
87 ; a faire face cannot have a 
crabbed heart, 92 ; better to fill the 
bellie than the eye, 130/578 
Pumps worn by women, 122/325 
pnrcase, 36/10, purchase 
purcenet, a, 32/11 ; Purse-net, a net, 
the ends of which are drawn together 
with a string, like a purse,” — Hallu 
weir s JDict^ 

quarter, a, 39, 1. 7 from foot, a quarter 
of an hour 

quittance, 1 09/ 1, acquit 

Rack-rent, property let at, 130/ 568 
Ram- Alley cookery, 141/7 
rammish, 38/3, untamed 
recovered a fiap with a foxe tale, 90/11 
Religion has left the earth, 1 13/ 78 
Repentance, Wrath’s follower, 126/470 
Rhetoric described, 116/151-56 
ribble rabble route, 1 14/ 1 10 
liggish, 12 1/309, wanton. C£ 6^ 
Chop,, II. ii. 245 
rigs, 120/274, courtezans 
Robin good-fellow meets Tell troth ; 
managed to slip into hell and heard 
there an oration on jealousy, 4 ; de- 
scribes the dififerent causes and kinds 
of jealousy to Tell troth, 5-20 ; re- 
hearses the resolutions of the devil’s 
parliament, 20-22 ; desires Tell troth 
to publish his invective against 
jealousy, and vanishes, 26 
rookes, 13/4, slanderers. See marginal 
note, 13 

Round hose worn by men, 121/302 
Rowsie, 165/12, Russia 
roy sting, 123/365, roistering 
RuflEines, fine-ruft, their cringing cuts, 
119/248; shag hair, 120/ 271 

Scholar, a, should go to a free school, 144 
Scholarships enumerated, foundation, 
145 ; election, 145-46 ; at college, 
how obtained, 147 

scombers, 75, 1. 4 from foot, stercorat 
Scriveners of Temple Bar have no 
business when Trinity Term’s over, 141 
Scriveners scribling-band, 130/566 
Secretaryships. See Clerkships 
Seducer, story of a, 94, 96 
Senior fellows may confer scholarships, 

147 

shadowed, 72/3, concealed 
shaled with their feete, 82/13. ^*Es- 

grailler, to shale, or straddle with the | 
feet or legs,” — Colgrave. j 


she beetell, 13/12. See marginal note, 13 
Shoe Lane, one that sells running 
leather there, 91/12 
shonne-thankes, 81 /i 
Shopkeepers depend on merchants, 162; 

their gains uncertain, 163 
Shoreditch church, constant lovers in, 
at midnight, 91/17 

shrewd, the old, 34/22, an old tough [tree] 
Sidney’s Arcadia alluded to, I73y9 
Simony as hard to discover as a witch, 

154/10 

Sittingboume, Kent, 139/6 
sleeveless excuses, 65/6 
Sloth described, 127/494-504 
smirking kisses, 5 8/ 5 
Smithfield, horses sold there, 83, 1 . 7 
j 5 :om foot, 87, 1 , 2 from foot 
Smithfield should be called smite-field, 
126/452 ^ 

Smith’s, Sir Thomas, Comtnonwealth 
of Snglafid referred to, 158, L 8 
from foot 

snip-snap sheeres, 120/287 
Soldier’s superstition, 66/24 
Soldier, the sea, thrives better than the 
land soldier ; must have more learn- 
ing and valour ; may make his fortune 
by a prize, 169 ; his preferment and 
attainments, 170 

Sollom-bird, 83/20, a precise maiden 
Sons, your, let them choose their pro- 
fession ; don’t keep them long at 
home, 144 

Sorpego, 160 jig, erysipelas? 
sossing down, 78/3, plumping down 
sound, a, 79, 1. 13 from foot, a swoon 
sparrow-blasting, 35/18, cuckolding 
Sparrows examples to households, 187, 

1. 6 from foot 

spie-fault, a, 80, 1, 4 from foot, a cen- 
sorious person 

Squabler, a, 166/20, a swabber? 

Swabber, a sweeper of a vessel.” 
— MalliwelVs Diet, 

St Martins le Grand, girls bred there, 
173, 1. 8 from foot 

St Paul’s, wavering wenches reviled 
there, 91/4 

stale, a, 25/7. “Stale, a living Fowl 
put in any place to allure other Fowls ; 
a decoy Fowl.” — Bailefs Diet,, I. 
Statute, the, appealed to by the Bos- 
seldir, 139/8 

stay his stint by the heeles, 59, L 6 from 
foot, sit in the stocks for the time 
appointed 

Stoomp-foot, Joane, an old beldame, 13, 

1. 9 from foot 
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striker, a. So, 1 . 3 from foot, a wencker. 
Cf. Massinger Unnaiid^ral Combat^ 
IV. ii. p. 54, col. 2, ed. Gifford, 
1840. 

Stjrx, the, 4/4 

Sufferance, cousin to Patience described, 
127/481-84 

Suitors, hard to please, one took fright 
at a headache ; another at a tooth- 
ache ; a third at a long nose, 60 ; a 
fourth wanted to be kissed in public, 
60-1 

Swainmote, the, a forest court, 158/6 
Swearing on board ship should be 
punished, 170 
Syrens, 133/^79 

Tailor, at a court masque, story of a, 

157 

Tantalus, 1 15/137 

tantinie pigge, a, 75, 1 . 3 from foot. St 
Anthony’s pig, a pet pig. See 
Halliweir s Z>ict,, s. v. Anthony-pig. 
“Lead on, little Tony — I’ll follow 
thee, my Anthony, my Tantony, 
sirrah, thou shalt be my Tantony, 
and ril be thy pig.” — Congreve, 
Way of the World, IV. xi.— P. A, D. 

<« j folk may well talk, to see 

you dangling after me everywhere, 
like a tantony pig” — Isaac Bicker- 
staff, Love in a Village, I. ix. 
Tarquin, 132/651 

Taveme Roarer of the Citie, a, 170, 1 . 
3 from foot 

Tell troth meets Robin good-fellow, 3 
Temple Bar, 141 
teridt, 36/22, turret 
Thameras, 118/219, Thamyris 
thirteene pence halfe penny, the hang- 
man’s fee, 43/14 

Thrasonicall, 126/457. Cf. As You Like 
It, V. ii. 34 

Timerity, forerunner of Wrath, 126/469 
Tobias and Sara examples to married 
folk, 186 

tole, 18/8, entice; toling, 43/20 
Tom of all Trades lands in Kent, 139/ 
I ; is advised to get a pass at Ton- 
stall Hall, 139/ 1 1 -12; goes thither 
and dedicates his book to Sir Edward 
Hales, 140/33-42 ; leaves town, and 
on Highgate hill overtakes a gentle- 
man of Northamptonshire, 141 ; gives 
him advice on the preferment of his 
sons and daughters, 143-74 ; once 
began a list of ecclesiastical benefices, 
but gave it up, 154 5 would be glad 
to compile, gratis, a list of incorpor- 


ated companies’ trusts, 166 ; insists 
on the importance of grammar learn- 
ing for boys, 172 ; espies mine host 
of the Bull in St Albans, 174 ; con- 
cludes with the poet, 175 
Tom of Odcombe, 139/24. Thomas 
Coryate, of Odcombe, Somerset, the 
traveller 

Tom-witles, 84, 1 . 9 from foot 
Tonstall Court, the residence of Sir 
Edward Hales, 139/12 
toothsome, 13 1/599 
too too, 37/8, 82/16 
tooting head, a, 33/17, a budding head 
Totty, Tom, Joan Stoomp-foot’s hus- 
band, 13, 1, 8 from foot 
Toyles, The Master of the T. and Tents, 
168, 1 . 10 from foot. Chamberlayne 
speaks of “the Office of the Tents, 
Toy Is, Hays and Pavillions, Two 
Masters, &c.” — Angliee Hoiitia, ed. 
1673, Pt. i. p. 192. Speiman says, 

s. V. Toile. “ , cassis e funiculis 

nexus ; quibus saltuarii cervos inter- 
cipiunt, a Gall, toile, i. tela,” and s. v. 
Haia illud rete quo e campis 

redeuntes cuniculos intercipiunt an 
haye dicitur.” This officer probably 
provided the tents, nets, and snares 
used when the king went a-hunting 
Trades, those which take high fees from 
apprentices precarious, 163 ; most in 
request enumerated, 163-64 ; house- 
wive’s, 164 

Tradesmen who are patrons of livings, 
how to humour them, 152 
Trading companies hold trust funds for 
the benefit of young tradesmen, but 
misuse them, 165 ; returns of these 
ought to be published, 166 
trenchemore, to dance, 20/10. “ But in 
King Charles's time, there has been 
nothing but Trench-more and the 
Cushion Dance, omnium gatherum, 
tolly, polly, hoite come toite.” — S el- 
den’s Table Talk, King of England, 
Arber’s ed., p. 62 
Trinity Hall trains civilians, 155 
Trinity Term, people leave town when 
it’s over, 141 

triphells, 31, 1. 6 from foot, trifles 
Trott, story of a slanderous old, 11-14 
Trulls use fans, 122/333 
Trumpington, Cambridgeshire, 150/3 
tuesday supper, a, 70, last line 
Tyburn, 36/10, 74, 1 . 4 from foot 
type, 114/88; the top of the H. Cf. 
* Tipe-stick. The piece of wood 
which, reaching from shaft to shaft, 
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keeps the body of a cart in its place, 
and prevents it from typing up or 
over. Lincolnshire^ — HalliwelVs 
JDicL--¥. 

umpertiall, 40/12, impartial 
Uncomely woman, an, married by a 
man for safety, 19-20 
unharted, 76/22 

Unhealthy places most profitable for 
farming, 167 

Universities, the, impoverished, 115/ 127- 
32 

unkeamed, 123/369, uncombed 
untollerable, 102, L 6 from foot 
Usurers good patients, 161 
Usuiy describe, 129/553-56; defended, 

129/557-58 

X^anity, Pride’s handmaid, 119/243 
Venus, 32 ; 132/650 
Verses will be found at pages 34 " 5 » 
37-8, 43, and 76 
Vesta, 134/691 
vild, tS3l67S, vile 
Virgil, 117/194. 118/214 
Vulcan, 19, L 5 from foot ; 32 

waisters, the, 30, last line 
wantantize, 129/552, warrantize? 
weale-publike, 28/4, commonwealth 
Westminster, constancy little used there, 
90, 1. 3 from foot 

Westminsters Hospitalitie, a house 
96/23 

whereout, 179, L 7 from foot, from 
whence 


whipperginne, 13, h 12 from foot, 21/23, 
unchaste woman 

whipsters, Si, 1. 9 from foot, wanton 
girls 

Whores, evils caused by them, 133/655- 

ss 

Widow, story of a covetous, 62-3, 69-70 
Widow, married to an avaricious churl, 
story of a, 70-3 

Widower’s wooing, story of a, 57-8 
willow guift, 90/5 

Winchester has scholarships and fellow- 
ships at New College, 155 
Winged sleeves worn by men, 1 21/301 
winne unto, 95, I. 3 from foot, attain 
wittall, a, 13/17. Wittol, a contented 
cuckold. ” — JLallvwellls IDict, 

Wives, dyed or curled hair, painting 
and pasting unfit for, 180 
Woodstreet counter, a debtor’s prison, 
129/564 

wooer in graine, a, 60, L 6 from foot 
World, the, couldn’t contain the record 
of man’s guilt, 113/55-60 
worship, sL 182/19, honour 
Wrath described, 12,^1 42.7 -'yz ; his mis- 
deeds, 125-26/433-62 ; moved Herod^ 
125/433, and Caligula, 126/445 5 
makes men fight at Smithfield, 126/ 

451 

Yeomen of the Guard, preferment of 
the, 169 

Younger children, divide the portion of 
your heir’s wife among them, 144 
Youngsters spend their patrimony in 
gluttony, 131/601-2 
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FOREWORDS. 


Of the Elizabethan Tracts in the Condition-of-Tudor-Eiigland- 
Series which the Early English Text Society undertook at my 
request in 1869 (see Report, Jan. 1869, p. 17 — 20), one of the 
earliest in date ^Yas the present Examination^ by William Stafford, of 
certain complaints of his countrymen in his day, a.d. 1581 . The 
most important work was Harrison’s Description of England^ a.d. 
1577 — 87, in Shakspere’s youth, of which. Book 2 appears wnth this 
Stafford, The most amusing^ was Stubbes’s Anatomy of the 
Abuses, or notable Vices and Corruptions, reigning in England in 
1583 — 95 \ and a reprint of this, our member Mr Richard Johnson 
will kindly give us this year. These volumes, together with the 
Tell-troth one — containing reprints of the unique ^ Teil-TT'othes New- 
Yeares Gift, and Passio?iafe Mo?'rice, 1593, the very rare Tom Tel- 
trofJis Message, and his Fens Cojiiplaint, 1600, Thomas Powelbs Tom 
of all Trades, 1631, and Thos. Pritchard’s® unique ^ Glasse .of Godly 
Lotte — will give a good start to our New Shakspere Society’s Shak- 
spere Engl and Series, the sixth of the eight Series plannd for it. 

This Series may of course run to an almost indefinite extent ; 
and as the Early English Text Society has only too gladly handed 
over to the New Shakspere Society this portion of its work, I hope 
that the new Society will at least reprint the works that the old one 
had undertaken : 

^‘The Complaint of England, by William Lightfoote, a.d. 1587, 
A Looking-Glasse for Englande. Wherein those enormities and 
foule abuses may most euidentlie be seene which are the destruction 
and ouerthrow of euery Christian Commonwealth &c., a.d. 1590. 

^ Dekker’s Gids Horne- Book^ 1609, was not included in the list, as Nott’s 
edition of 1812 ( ? Halliwell’s of 1862) was still in the market; but the book 
is now in Mr Henry Brown’s hands to prepare for a new edition for the New 
Shakspere Society. Dekker's Bdfmn of London, i6o8, and Lanthome and 
Candlelight, 1609, prig largely — as does the Groundwork of Cone^fcatchbig, 
1592 — ^from Harman’s Caveat, 1567. See the edition of the latter by Mr Viles 
and myself, E. E. Text Soc. 1869, p. xiv — ^xxi. 

^ Believd so to be. ® Or John Rogers’s. 


! 



IV 


Forewords. Books to be reprinted. 

The ^Mirror and I\Ianners of Men. Written by Thomas Church- 
yard, Gent. 1594. 

To the Kings most excellent Maiestie. The Hvmble Petition 
of two Sisters : the Chvrch and Common-wealth : For the restor- 
ing of their ancient Commons and liberties, which late Inclosure 
with depopulation, vncharitably hath taken a%vay : Containing seven 
reasons as euidences for the same. [By Francis Trigge,] Tondini, 
Impensis Georgii Bishop. 1604.” 

Very many lighter and more amusing tracts might be added to 
the list. The Committee will be glad to hear of any fresh ones, 
and of any hlembers who will help, by gifts of money, to present 
Reprints to the Society.^ 

^ The Early English Text Society has publish! the following Texts bearing on 
the Language and Social Condition of Shakspere’s time : — 

Hume’s Orthograpliie and Congruitie of the Britan Tongue, ab. 1617 A.D., ed. 
H B. Wheatley. 4^^. 1865. 

Early English Pronunciati< n, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, 
by A. J. Ellis, F.KS. 4 parts, loj. each. 1867, 1869, 1871, 1S74. 
Queene Elizabethes Achademy, a Book of Precedence, &c. Edited by F. J. Fur 
nival]. Esq , with Essays on early Italian and German Books of Courtesy, 
by W. M. Rossetti, Esq,, and E. Oswald, Esq. I3jr. 1869. 

Awdeley’s Fratemitye of Vaccabondes, 1561, Harman’s Caveat, 1567, &c. (de 
scribing the different classes of Rogues). Edited by E. Viles, Esq., and F. 
J. Fumivall, Esq, 6 d, 1869. 

(Hugh Rhodesb of A'urftire, 1577 ? Richard Weste’s Booke of Demeanor ^ 

1619, and F. Seager's Sc/ioole of Vefdne, 1557, are in the Bahes Book, 1S6S.) 
The Times Whistle, and other Poems, by R. C., a.d. 1616, edited by J M 
Cowper, Esq. (part of this gives a dark picture of the vices of the time). 
6 s, 1S71. 

Francis Thynne’s Embleames and Epigrams, 1600, from the Earl of Ellesmere’s 
unique MS., edited by F. J. Furnivall, M.A. 4y. 1876. 

On the Condition of earlier Tudor England, the E. E. Text Soc. has publish! 
(besides Sir David Lyndesay’s Works) : — 

Andrew Boorde’s Introduction of Knowledge, 1547, and Dyetary of Helth, 1542; 
with Barnes in the Defence of the Berd, 1542-3, Edited, with a Life of 
Boorde, and an account of his Works, by F. J. Furnivall, M.A. iSs. 1S70. 
England in Henry VIII. ’s Time : a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole and Lupset, 
mainly on tbe Condition of England, written by Thomas Starkey, Chaplain 
to Henry VIII. Edited by J. M. Cow^per, Esq. Part IL 12.?. 1871. 

(Part I., Starkefs Life and Letters, is in preparation.) 

A Supplycacyon of the Beggers, by Simon Fish, 1528-9 A.D., edited by F. J. Fur- 
nivall, M. A. ; with A Supplication to our Moste Soueraigne Lorde ; A Sup- 
plication of the Poore Commons ; and The Decaye of England by the Great 
Multitude of Sheep. Edited by J. M Cowper, Esq. 6 s, 1871. 

Robert Crowley’s Thirty-one Epigrams, Voyce of The Last Trumpet, Way to 
Wealth, &c., 1550-1 A.D., edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 12s, 1872. 

The Complaynt of Scotlande, 1549 A.D., with an Appendix of four Contempo- 
rary English Tracts, edited by J. A. H. Murray, Esq. los. 1872-1873. 
Henry Brinklow’s Complaynt of Rodeiyck Mors, somtyme a gi*ay Fryre, vnto 
the Parliameat Howse of Ingland his natural! Country, for the Redresse of 
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Forewords. Stafford on the dearness of goods. 

Stafford’s book is not, like Harrison’s, a deliberate description of 
the social state of England at its date (1581), but an inquiry into 
the causes of the dearth or dearness^ of things then prevailing. Of 
the great rise in prices since his youth, Harrison too complains, 
and gives some interesting particulars (pp. 144, 153, 300, &c. of my 
edition). Harrison complains also of an occasional scarcity of 
supplies (p. 302) ; but that there was no general dearth, or scarcity in 
our sense, is clear from the silence of the chroniclers on the point. 
The only notice in Stowe of a dearth^ in any year near 1581, is 

certen wicked Lawes, euel Customes, and cruel Decreys (ab. 1542) ; and 
The Lamentacion of a Christian against the Citie of London, made by 
Roderigo Mors, A.D. 1545. Edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. gs. 1874. 

The Ballad Society has publisht, for Tudor England : — 

Ballads from Manuscripts, voL i : Ballads on the Condition of England in Henry 
VIII. 's and Edward VI. ’s reigns (including the State of the Clergy, Monks, 
and Friars), on Wolsey, Anne Boleyn, Somerset, and Lady Jane Grey, with 
Wynkyn de Wordens Treatise oj^ a Galaiint (ab. 1520 A.D.) ; ed. by F. J. 
Furnivall, M.A., i860, 1872. 

Ballads from Manuscripts, vol. ii : The Poore Man^s Pittance, by Richard Wil- 
liams (i. The fall of Anthony Babington ; 2. the Life and Death of Robert 
Devereux, Earl of Essex, beheaded 1601 ; 3. the hoiTible Treason of the 
Gunpowder Plot) ; Ballads on Queen Elizabeth, Essex, Campion, Drake, 
Raleigh, Frobisher, Warwick, and Bacon j the Candlewick Ballads, &c 
edited by J. F. Furnivall, M.A., and W. R. Morfill, M.A. 

Captain Cox his Ballads and Books, or Robert Laneham^s Letter ; 'Whearin part 
of the entertainment vntoo the Queenz Majesty at Rillingworth Castle, in 
Warwik Sheer in this Soomerz Progress. 1575. is signified ; from a freend 
officer attendant in the Court, unto hiz freend, a Citizen and Merchaunt of 
London. Re-edited by F. J. Furnivall, with Forewords describing all the 
accessible Books, Tales, and Ballads, in Captain Cox’s List, and the Com- 
j^laynt of Scotland, 1 548-9 a.d (so as to show the Literature on which a man 
of the lower middle class in Shakspere’s time was brought up). 

Jyll of Braintford, The Wyll of the Deuyll, Talk of ten Wives, ed. by F. J. Fur- 
nivall, M.A. 

^ This meaning of dearth is now lost in its second sense of 'scarcity.* The 
first meaning is seen in Chaucer’s “ Seint Gregory sayth, that precious clothing 
is culpable for the dertke of it, and for his softnesse, and for his strangenesse and 
disguising,” Parson^ s Tale, quoted by Richardson, but not in the Ellesmere MS., 
or Harl. 7334. “We should then not only haue dearth, but also skarcenes of 
come, that we should » be driuen to seeke it from outwarde parties and pay deare 
for it.” p. 47 below, 1. 4 from foot. 

* The chief dearth in Shakspere’s time was in 1594-5, And as one cause of it 
was the great rains that fell in May, June, July, and September, 1594, and some 
critics date The Midsummer Nighds Dream l 594 - 5 > f^o^ ks supposd allusion to 
these rains in II, i. 8S-117, I print, at the end of these Forewoi ds, the passages 
from Stowe relating to this dearth. fohn (i 59 S) Is also supposd to allude 

to these rains and floods, from its storm imagery, its ' river peering o’er his bounds,’ 
III. i. 23, its ‘bated and retired flood,’ V. iv. 53, &c. &c. 



vi Forewords. High prices in 1574. Stafford’s book. 

tlie following in 1574, — p- 1147, ed. 1605 (the Author’s last edition) 
— but the rise in prices was only for a short time : ^ 

. 16. This yeere about Lammas, wLeate was sold at London for three 

shillings the bushell ; but shortly after it was raised to foure shillingSj 
hue shillings, sixe shillings, and before Christmas, to a noble and seuen 
shillings, which so continued long after : beefe was sold for t\venty 
pence, and two and tweiitie pence the stone, and all other flesh and 
white meats at an excessiue price ; all kinde of salt fish veiy deere, 
1 without as fiue herrings twopence, &c., yet great plentie of fresh-fish, and oft 
times the same very cheape : bay salt at three shillings the bushell, 
6 cc. All this dearth notwithstanding (thanks be giuen to God) there 
was no want of any thing to him that wanted not monejo 

p. 1 149. “This yeare at London after haxuest, the price of wdieate 
began by little and little to fall from seuen shillings to three shillings 
the bushell : at wLich price it stayed (little or nothing rising or fall- 
deare iiig) all the ycate after ; but bay salt was raised from three shillings 
to foure, fiue, and sixe shillings the bushell, the like wdiereof had 
never beene scene or heard within this realme.” 

Stowe’s words “there w^as no w'ant of any thing to him that 
w'anted not money ” may be taken as telling the real state of the 
case [cp. p. 32 below]. But how about those 'who did -want money, 
or, at any rate, those whose money didn’t go so far as in former 
days ? Well, they grumbl’d. And William Stafford, acting as Doctor 
or Counsellor, heard the complaints of a representative of each class 
— a Knight for the land-owners, a Husbandman for the farmers, a 
Merchant for the traders, and a Capper for the artisans — and gave 
his opinion on the reasonableness of their complaints, the causes of 
the high prices they grumbl’d at, and the remedies for these evils. 
In the course of this wn get much valuable light thrown on the con- 
dition of England in Shakspere's youth (see especially, p. 28-9, 33-4, 
36, 37, 40, 45, 50-4, 61,63-6, 71-2, 87-91); and hence comes the 
reprint of Stafford’s tract in our Sixth Series.^ As Mr Matthew has 

^ Stowe notes the high prices of grain and food in 15S7 : — 

X5S7. The queenes maiesty, foreseeing the general! dearth of graine, and other vic- 

clamation for tuals, growne partly through the vnseasonablenesse of 2f./^eyeares past, partly through 
the vncharitable greedinesse of such as be great come maisters, but especially 
through the vnlawfuU and ouermuch transporting of graine into forraine countries, 
vnder colour of licence granted, by the aduise of her honorable counsel!, published 
a proclamation and booke of orders to be taken by her iustices for reliefe of the 
poore ; notwithstanding all which, the excessiue prises of graine still increased, so 
that wheate was solde at London for 8 s. the bushell, and in some other parts ol 
the realme, for lo.s., I 2 .s. 13 s. «&c. 

2 Stafford is quoted several times in the well-known Sir F. M. Eden’s State 



Forewords. Base money coind^ then lowerd in value, vii 

dealt, in his Litroduction^ with the value of the complaints and Staf- 
ford’s remedies, I only refer here to my collection of extracts on the 
Enclosures in Tudor times, in Ballads from MSS., vol. i, p. 3-56, 
and to Mr J. M. Cowper’s editions of England in Henry VIIFs 
time and the Supplications for the Early English Text Society’s Extra 
Series (above, p. iv, note). 

As too Stafford agrees with the Merchant (p. 27-8) in attribut- 
ing the original rise of prices to the debasement of our coin by 
Henry VIII, I give here the extracts from Stowe relating to this 
base coinage, its successive falls, and final calling-in : — 

In this meane space, to wit, on the sixteenth of Maie, proclama- (a d. 1544-^ 
tion was made for the enhaunsing of golde to 48.S. and siluer to 
foure shillings the ounce. Also the king caused to be coined base 
moneyes in great abu^zdance, which was since that time, to wit, in 
the fift yeere of King Edward the sixt, called doiine, from 1 2 pence 
to nine pence, from 9 pence to 6 pence : and in the seconde yeere 
of Queene Elizabeth called in to her maiesties mints, and there re- 
fined. — Siowds An 7 iales, ed. 1615. 

The 9 of July, the base moneies (coyned in the time of King 
Henry the eight, and king Edward the sixt) was proclaim>i, the of tL Lise 
shilling to goe for 9 pence, the groate for 3 pence : which tooke 
effect immediately after the proclamation was made. — Stowe's An- 
nates, ed. 1615, P* ^°S‘ 

The 1 7 of August, the shilling, which of late was called downe to Second fail of 
nine pence, was called downe to 6.d., the groat to 2.d, the halfe 
groate to one penny, the penny to an halfe penney. — ib.'^ 

fthePoorf 1797 > at Vol. I. p. 89 note, he is cited as having influenced the 
Legislature : 

‘‘ In imposing restrictions of the exportation of wool, the Legislature seems to 
have adopted the principles of a political writer of the i6th centuiy, who says, 
that, ‘ in order to make tillage as iveli cherished of every man as pasture, the first 
way is to make the wool to be of as base pryce to the breeders thereof as the 
coi*ne is ,* and that shall be, if yee make a like restraint of it for passing over sea 
unwrought, as yee make of come : another is, to increase the custome of woole that 
passeth over unwrought ; & by that the price of it shall be abated to the breeders, 

& yet the price over sea shall be never the lesse.’ A compendious or briefe examin- 
ation of certayne ordinary complaints, &c. by W. S. 1581 [p. 44]. This piece, in 
which several important branches of political science (particularly the subject of 
enclosures) are ably discussed in a dialogue between a merchant, a knight, a 
husbandman, a capper, and a doctor of divinity, has been erroneously ascribed 
to Shakespeare,” &c. &c. 

^ On Mary^s new coinages in 1553, Stowe says : 

The 4 of September, was proclaimed certaine new coines of gold & siluer : 
a soueraigne of gold of 30,5., the halfe soueraigne 15.S., an angell of lo.s., the 
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The 28 of September thisyeere 1559, proclamation was made, 
that the Teston, which at first was quo}med for t^velue pence, and 
in the raygne of K. Edtmrd the sixt, had beene abated and brought 
domie to sixe pence, should now againe be abated and brought 
downe to foure pence halfe peny, being of the best sorte ; and the 
two other sortes of Testons, being distinguished by seuerall stamps, 
should likewise be abated, viz. the second sort to two pence far- 
thing ; and the third sort was made of no value. And by this pro- 
clamation the olde Groat was also abated, and brought downe to 
two pence, and the old two pence was brought downe to a penny : 
these olde moneys being thus abated, the queene caused them all 
to bee brought into her mint, and according to the last valuation of 
them, shee gaue fine money of cleane siiuer for them, commonly 
called Sterling money ; and from this time there wns no manner of 
base money quo}med or vsed in Englande, — which had beene vsuall 
and currant throughout this realme in all former ages, — but all 
English moneys were made of golde and siiuer, which is not so in 
any other natio;z whatsoeuer, but [they all] haue sundry sorts of 
copper money . — zk p. 646, col. i, L 30. 

The fifteenth of Nouember, the Queenes maiestie published a 
proclamation ^ for diuerse small pieces of siiuer money to bee currant, 
as the sixe pence, foure pence, three pence, 2 pence, and a peny, 
three halfe pence, and 3 farthings : and also forbad all forraine 
coines to be currazzt wdthin the same realme, as well gold as siiuer, 
calling them into her maiesties mint, except 2 sorts of crownes of 
gold, the one the French crowne, the other the Flemish crowne : 
whereupon, for the space of halfe a yeere, was weekely brought into 
the Tower of London, 8000, 10000, 12000, 16000, 20000, 22000, 
pound of siiuer plates : and as much or more in pistolets, and othei 
gold of Spanish coines ; and one -week, in pistolets and other Spanish 
goide, 26000 pound : all these to be coyned with the Queenes 
stamps. — Stouds Annales, ed. 1615, p. 647, col. i, 1 . 50. 

Staiford's tract was reprinted in 1751, and its editor tri’d tc 
prove that Shakspere (tlien a youth of 1 7, having perhaps not long 
left school) wTTOte it, full as it is, of experience, knowledge of life, and 
thought on the social condition of England, and its causes. This 
absurd notion was founded on the W. S.^' of the title-page, and on 
Stafford’s having, in his Dedication to the Queen, thankt her for hei 
late and singular clemency in pardoning a certayne my vndutifull 
misdemeanour.’’ This was supposd to refer to Shakspere’s supposd 
stealing of Sir Thomas Lucy’s deer, which must have happend, if it 
hapt at all, in 1585-6. The ridiculousness of the idea was exposd 

halfe angell 5. s. ; of siiuer, the groat, halfe groat, and penny. All base coines to 
be currant as before .— AimaleSf ed. 1615, P* col. i, 1 . 52. 

^ See it in the Appendix, p. loo below. 
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F orewords, W m. Stafford not a Papist traitor. 

by Dr Farmer in bis £^ssay on the Learfiing of Shakspere^ p. 81-4, ed. 
1S21, and he showd, by a reference to Wood's Phstz Oxonienses^ 
(Pt I. coL 378, ed. Bliss), that the WV. S. Gent:' of 1581 was a 
William Stafford. But that vndutifull misdemeanour" which 
Stafford mentions, evidently weighd on Farmer's mind, and so, to 
account for it, he turnd our lo37al Protestant Stafford of 1581 into a 
Papist traitor or a conspirator of 1 587, absolutely without any reason, 
so far as I can see, except the chance identity of name : 

Stafford had been concerned at that time^ and was indeed 
afterward, as Camden 2 and other Annalists inform us, with some of 
the Conspirators against Elizabeth, which he properly calls his 
undiietifull behaviour'^ — Farmer, p. 83-4, ed. 1821. 

I can find no notice, in the Domestic State Dapers of the time of 
Elizabeth, of any William Stafford being concernd in a plot against 
Elizabeth till 1587.^ 

1 In Wood’s Fasti Oxonienses, pt I. (at the end of vol. 2 of the Athmce^ ed. 
Bliss), col- 378? under a notice of William Stafford of Norfolk, a student of 
Christ Church, author of the ‘ Feaso 7 ts of the Wa 7 p 1644, the writer says, Be- 
sides this Will. Stafford, was another of both his names, but before him in time, 
author of A Compenditim, or brief Fxazni nation of cei'tain ordhiayy Complaints 
of divers of our Countiy-men in these our Days^ Fond. 1581.’’ 

^ Camden, in his Annals of Elizabeth^ ed. 1625-29, Book iii. p. 192, says ; 

One William Stafford, a young gentleman, and apt to conceive strange hopes, 
whose mother was one of the ladies of honour, and his brother Leger in France." 
3 Jan. 7. 7. Confession of Leonard des Trappes, concerning the causes of his con- 
spiring with M. De Belli evre, the French Ambassador, and Mr Stafford, to 
kill the Queen, and the circumstances of his arrest and imprisonment. 

Jan. 9. 10. “ Micaell Modye his confession in the afternone the 9 January 

1 5 86." Touching his conferences with Des Trappes and the French Am- 
bassador for taking away the life of Queen Elizabeth, either by gunpowder 
or by poisoning her stirrup or her shoe, or some other Italian devise. 

Jan. II. 15. “The true foundation and manner of the horrible treason," or 
William Stafford's account of his dealings with Mons Bellievre, the French 
Ambassador, Des Trappes, his Secretary, and one Michael Modye, in a con- 
spiracy to kill Queen Elizabeth. Conferences between Stafford and the 
Ambassador, Des Trappes introduced by Stafford to Modye in Newgate. 
Discussion whether to kill the Queen by poison or by laying a train of gun- 
powder where she lieth. Discovery of the whole plot, by Stafford, to Wals- 
3mgham- 

Jan. 12. r6. Abstract of the above, with maiginal notes in Burghley’s hand. 

Jan. 12. 17. Notes of the speeches between Mr Stafford and Des Trappes touch- 

ing the plot for the murder of the Queen. 

Jan. II. 18. Notes out of the confessions of Modye and Des Trappes relative to 
tzxe plot. 

Jan. 14. 21. Interrogatories, in Burghley’s hand, for the examination of Des 



X Forewords. Wm. Stafford not Lady Dorothy’s son. 

In 3 and Qtieries^ ix. 375-6^ Mr B. W. Greenfield of 

Southampton partly followd Dr Farmer, and gave the following 
account of a William Stafford (2), who he said was the author of the 
JBriefe Conceipt of E?2gUsh Poilky. But he offerd no proof of the 
identity of the author with the man whose biography he gave* To 
me the tone of Stafford’s book is not that of a man of twenty-seven, 
who afterwards ^ became a hanger-on of the court ; ’ and I think it 
very improbable — almost impossible — that Anthony Wood (who 
baggd every possible wTiter and knowm person as an Oxford man) 
or his editor would have left out the fact of William Stafford the 
author being a fellow of New College, Oxford ^ when he actuall} 
names him, and distinguishes him from the man and wniter wdio Avas 
his son, according to Mr Greenfield, Till further evidence is pro- 
duced, I do not accept Mr Greenfield’s identification. 

This William Stafford was second son of Sir William Stafford 
of Chebsey, Knt. (a younger son of the house of Blatherwick), by 
his second wife Dorothy, daughter of Henry Lord Stafford, only son 
of Edward, last Duke of Buckingham, He was bom, ISIarch i, 
1553-4, at Rocheford, Essex, an estate of the Boleyns which came to 
Sir William Stafford through his first wife, Mary Boleyn, sister of 
Queen Ann Boleyn, and widows of William Cary, Esq. In 1564 he 
was admitted a scholar on the foundation at Winchester College 
{Admissions Book, IVmchester CoIL), In 1571 he w’as matriculated 

Trappes toucliing the plot for the murder of the Queen, and for the examin- 
ation of him out of iModye’s confession. 

Jan. 14. 23 . Translation of the preceding' interrogatories in French. 

Jan. 14- 33. Notes out of the confession of Des Trappes, relative to the conspirac} 

to murder her Maiesty, [All these papers have been examin’d for me. ] 
15S8, Aug. 14? 19. Certificate by the Lieutenant of the Tower, of the names 

the prisoners in his custody, with the duration of their imprisonment, the 
Earl of Arundel, three years and four months, from the ist of April, 1585 ; 
Secretary Wm. Davison, one year and six months, from Feb. 14, 15S7. Sii 
Tho. Gerard, Thomas Abington, IVillmm Stafford^ and others, [This 
indorsed by Burghley **3 July 1588,” but the dates clearly show it musi 
have been in, August. On the 14th of that month the Council directed a 
letter to Sir Owyn Hopton, Mr Daniel, Francis Bacon, and others, to com- 
mand the keepers of all prisons to make a return of the names of the parties 
remaining under their several custodies for matters of recusancy, and to dis 
tinguish which of them were Jesuits or priests, Co Reg.] p. 53 x. 

The only earlier mention of a Mr Stafford (not identihable with ours) is, 

1581, July I. The Court. 62. Walsyngham to Burghley. Stay in Mr 
suit. The strange guest (Don Antonio) had audience yesternight- 
1 Dr Sewell, the head of New College, does not kno-w any tradition of the 
CoUege Wm. Stafford having been an author. 
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a scholar of New College, Oxford, as a Probationary Fellow — not 
being of founder’s kin ; — in 1573 elected actual Fellow in Arts of 
New College, being then in his twentieth year of age ; and in 1575 
was deprived of his Fellowship in consequence of absenting himself 
from college beyond the prescribed time of absence {J^egisfers, Nem 
Co//.). In 1581, was printed his^ Brief e Coficeipte of Bng/ is h Bo/icy., 
in which work he ^ acknowledges her maiesty^s late and singular 
clemency in pardoning certayne his undutiful misdemeaner.’ His 
widowed mother, Lady Dorothy Stafford, being in immediate attend- 
ance upon the person of the Queen, as a lady of the bedchamber, 
he became a hanger-on of the court ^ ; and his elder brother Edward, 

^ Why his ? Where is the evidence ? 

2 What is the authority for this statement as to our W. S., &c. ? 

P. S. Mr Greenfield has since been good enough to send me the following letter, 
dated Craftbtcry Terrace, Southampton.^ 25 Jidy^ 1876, which fails of course to 
identify our author with the William Stafford it describes : 

“ I know not whence Dr Bliss derived his authority for identifying the author 
^W. S.’ with William Stafford. But, accepting that assertion, I see no reason 
to doubt that he was a son of Lady Dorothy Stafford. The internal evidence in 
the *■ co}7ipendhim ’ — which I have quoted in my article in Botes a 7 id Querias.^ viz. 
his ackowledgment of the Queen’s cleyjtency tozvards htin., is strongly in favour of 
the author’s being a hanger-on of the Court, and coupling this with all that I 
show respecting Lady Dorothy’s son, William Stafford, as a Winchester College 
Scholar and Beta College Fellow., leaves little [? all imaginable] room for doubt on 
the subject. As to Anthony a Wood’s silence, there is no force in it. Note, that 
^ Wood is altogether silent about this William Stafford. What I have said about 
his Winchester and New College career is altogether new, and the result of my 
own research, and may be implicitly relied on as fact- To what I have said in 
Botes a 7 id Queries respecting his part in the proceedings of Des Trappes, I may 
further x*efer you to the State Papers in the P. R. O., Domestic Series, Vol. 197, 
No. 15, for January 1586-7, in which William Stafford identifies himself with the 
Stafford family [but not our book] and with the Court ; for he writes, as his 
reason for desiring to go secretly into France, ‘ I was discontented upon some 
dislike which my Lord of Leicester had conceived of me, and that I had rather 
live there poorlie than remain here despised of so great a man.’ The French 
ambassadoi’, in his reply to Stafford, says, . . . ‘but in anywise you must con- 
tinue in your h-otheds favour lest you be suspected.’ Here is direct allusion to 
his elder brother, Sir Edward Stafford, who was, at the time, our Ambassador to 
Payds. 

“ I doubt whether Anthony k Wood knew who ‘ W. S.’, the author of the 
Compendium, was. . . . [But his assertion is the only ground for trying to turn 
W. S. into Lady Dorothy Stafford’s son.] 

“Again, another reason for his omission in Wood’s * Fasti' is that William 
Stafford does not appear to have been at Oxford long enough to have taken 
a University Degree. No regularly kept Register was extant at Oxford be- 
fore 1574, which may further account for his omission by Anthony d Wood. 
My data are taken direct from Wykham’s two Colleges at Winchester and 
Oxford.” 
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in 1583, was knighted and sent as ambassador to the court of 
France. 

In January, 1586-7, he disclosed a plot against the queen’s life, 
projected by Mons. Destrappes, a servant of the French ambassador 
(compare Harl. MSS. 36, f. 357, and 28S, f. 170-1, mth Camden’s 
Afinalsy Svo, 1630, pp. 105-6) ; but he was imprisoned in the 
Tower for the part he took therein ; from whence, under date of 
March 19, 1588, he %\urites to Sir Francis Walsingham, Secretary of 
State (Harl. MS. 2S6, £ 179). 

He presented to the library of Winchester College the following 
seven works ^ : firstly, on Aug. 22, 1601, Concordanticd JBibltOT^mz^ 
being a concordance of the Holy Scriptures after the Latin Vulgate, 
fob 1600, and ' The Conwion Tiaces of JDr Peter Marty?'" translated 
by Anthonie IMarten, one of the Sewers of hir Maiesties most hon- 
orable Privy Chamber,’ fol. London 1574: secondly, on Feb. 21, 
1609, a copy of Cra?inier"s, or the Bishops" Bible^ — in compliance 
with the injunction of his mother, to whom it belonged, and who 
gave it to him at the time of her death, which happened on Sept. 
22, 1604. This copy of the English translation of the Old and New 
Testaments, black-letter, fol. 1541, is in five parts, separately bound, 
in thin covers of vellum \ and each part having a separate title-page, 
that of Part I only being wanting. On the outer sides of each cover 
is stamped, in gold lettering, ‘ Dorothie Staiforde.’ At a sale, in 
August 1857, at Messrs Sotheby and Wilkinson’s, a complete copy 
of this edition of CramnePs Bible sold for 90 /. Thirdly, on May 
30, 1612, A General Mistorie of the Metkerlands, by Edward Grime- 
ston, fol. London, 1608. This and the two following works bear his 
autograph written on the title-page thus : ‘ W. Staiforde ’ — A Gene- 
ral Ifiventorie of the JUstory of Prance to the Treaty of Vervins in 
1598, by Ilion de Serres j translated by Edward Grimeston, fob, 
London, 1607; The Genei'al Mistorie of the Turks ^ by Richard 
Knolles, fob, London, 1603; and Toriura Torti by Lancelot 
Andrews, D.D,, Bishop of Ely (being an answer to the treatise oi 
Cardinal Bellarmin on King James’s Defence of the Bight of Kings')^ 
4to, London, 1609- 

About the year 1593 he married Ann, daughter of Thomas 
Gryme of Antingham, Norfolk ; after which time, he resided chiefly 
in Norfolk. He died on Nov. 16, 10 Jac. 1612 {Inq, F, M, i Car. 
p. I, No. 97), leaving, — with a daughter Dorothy, who became the 
wife of Thomas Tyndale, Esq., of Eastwood Park, Gloucestershire, 
and ancestress of the Tyndales of Bathford, Somersetshire — an only 
son, William Stafford, who was bom about Sept 30, 1594; became 
a student of Christ Church, Oxford, and was made M.A, March 5, 
1617-8. On the death of his uncle, Sir John Stafford, ELnt, s,p. in 
1624, he succeeded to the estate of Marlwood Park, in Thornbury, 

1 Wky didn’t he present too Ms own tract, if he wrote the Briefe Coitceipt in 
1581 ? 
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Gloucestershire, under the limitations of the royal grant, dated June 
5, 26 Eiiz. 1584, of that property to Lady Dorothy Stafford for her 
life, with remainders : firstly to her younger son John, and his issue ; 
then to her Son William, and his issue male ; then to Sir Edward 
Stafford, Knt., her Son and heir apparent, and his issue male ; then 
to the heirs of the body of the said Lady Dorothy Poll, 26 

p/zz, p. 16). He was the author of a little pamphlet, entitled 
‘ Reasons of the War^ or an orderly and plain narration of the be- 
ginning and causes of the War, with a conscientious Resolution 
against the Parliament Side,’ printed in 1644, The issue of this 
VVilliam Stafford became extinct in the male line on the death of 
his grandson Edward Stafford, Esq., s.f.^ who died at Constantinople 
in August 1720. {Decrees enrolled in Chancery, 12 Geo. I. p. 39.) 
B. W. Greenfield, Soidhaznftonl^ 

Stafford’s tract was also reprinted in the ninth volume of the 
Harleiazi Mliscellany. 

As to Stafford’s rank or profession, he calls himself Gent[leman] 
on his title-page ; and he elsewhere, as his Doctor, takes the charac- 
ter of a layman. If he was really one, we must admit that in his 
Doctor’s last long speech, p. 91-7, he was speaking dramatically ; for 
sui“ely, only as a parson could he have there utterd what he does, 
or proposd a General Council, with a representative appointed for 
the Whore of Babylon (the Pope, p. 99), as the best means of set- 
tling the religious differences in England. He says but little of himself 
in his Dedication, p. 3-4 below. I can find no further traced of him. 

For bearing the cost of the present Reprint, the Society is in- 
debted to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Derby, Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, &c., and one of the Vice-Presidents of the New 
Shakspere Society. But Lord Derby is in no way responsible for 
the choice of the book, or any of the opinions express! in the original 
edition or this Reprint. He was good enough to leave to me the 
application of his money gift; and he will not see the present edition 
till it is issued complete. In the name of all our Members I thank 
Lord Derby for his present to us. May other Members soon follow 
the example of him and Prince Leopold 1 

To my friend and colleague, Mr F. D. Matthew, for his valu- 
able Introduction, and to my friend Miss Isabel Marshall, for her 
indexes, my thanks are hereby returnd. 

F. J. Furnivall. 

3 St Geor^e^s Jdly xo, 1876. 


1 I assume that he was not the ‘ Wm Stafford, B.D. 1537,’ who ‘ was prior of 
the Dominicans at Stamford, and, with 8 friars, surrenderd that house to the 
King, 7 Oct. 1538.' — Cooper’s ^tA Cant. 
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xiv Forewords. Rains and Dearth in 1594-5. 


Extracts from Stowe as to the Rains and Dearth in 1594-5. 


Sto\\^s Annales, continued by Edm. Howes to 1614, ed. 1615, 
p. 768, col. 2 : 

(36 Eliz. A.D. 1594.) This yeare in the monetli of May, fell 
many great shores of ra}Tie, but in the moneths of June and July, 
much more: for it commonlie rained euery day, or night, till S. 
James day, and 2 dayes after together most extreamely, all which 
notwithstanding, in the monetli of August, there followed a faire 
haruesi, but in the moneth of September fell great raynes, which 
raised high Waters, such as stayed the carriages, and bare downe 
Bridges, at Cambridge, Ware, and elsewhere, in many places. Also 
the price of grayne grew to bee such, as a strike or busheii of Rie 
was sold for 5 .S., a bushell of Wheat for sixe, seauen, or eyght shil- 
lings, &c., for still it rose in price : which dearth happened (after 
the common opinion) more hy meanes of ouermuch transporting, by 
our owne Marchants for their priuate gaine, than through the vnsea- 
sonablenesse of the weather passed. 

This yeere, by meanes of the late transporting of graine into 
forraine cou;;tries, the same was here growne to an excessiue price, 
as in some places from 14 shillings to 4 markes the quarter, and 
more, as the poore did feelc; for all things els, whatsoeuer was suste- 
nance for man, was likewise raised without all conscience and rea- 
son. For remedie whereof, our marchants brought backe from 
Danske much Rie, and some "Wheate (not of the best) but passing 
deare, yet serued the turne in such extremitie : Some prentises & 
other yoong people about the citie of London, being pinched of theh 
victuals more then they hadde beene accustomed, tooke from the market 
people in Soiithwarke, butter for their money, paying for the same 
but three pence the pound, whereas the owners would have had 5 
pence. For the which disorder, the sayd yoong men, on the twenty- 
seuen of June, were punished by whipping, setting on the piilorie, 
and long imprisonment 

In this time of dearth and scarcity of victuals, at London, an 
hens eg was sold for a peny, — or three egs for two pence at the 
most, — a pound of sweet butter for y.d., and so the like of fish or 
flesh, exceeding measure in price : such was our sins deseruing it.^ 

^ The price of pepper, raisins, and wine, in 1 598, we get from a passage on p. 
786, coL I : — 

This yeere, against Christmas, Pepper was solde at London for eight shillings 
the pounde, a matter then much noted . . . Also raysons was this yeare solde 
for six pence the pounde : Gascoine wine, two shillings eight pence the gallon, 
and sweete Wines for foure shillings the Gallon, &c. 
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ih, p. 782, col I. An. reg. 39. a.d. 1597. This Sommerj by a Dearth of 
reason of much rayne, and great floods, come waxed scant, so as in 
London wheate was sould for tenne shillings a busheli, and Rye for 
six shillings, and Oate-meale at eight shillings a busheli. 

In this moneth of August, the price of Wheate at London fell 
from xiii shillings the busheli, to tenne shillings : Rie, from nine 
shillings to sixe shillings, and so to three shillings two pence ; but 
then arose againe the late greatest price. 


p. xi. William Stafford (2), Lady Dorothy Stafford's son. The first letter from 
h^Tn among the Domestic State Papeis is dated June 10, 1585, at Dieppe. 

Wni. Stafford to Secretary Walsingham. 

Pray stand my friend, and excuse me to my 'mother, who, though without 
cause, will be very angry with me for this sudden departure. I am now, as ever, 
at your command, and there is no other man living to whom I am beholden. If 
I should live to see my blood shed in your cause. I should think it but some 
recompence for the great good I have received at your hands. ” [Mrs Green’s 
abstract.] Vol. of Addenda, Elizabeth, Domestic State Papers, p. 144, 

In the first part of Stafford’s confession, speaking of his conversation with 
Chasteauneuf, the French Ambassador to England, and his (W. S.’s) desire to go 
to France, he says : *‘He promised me letters of credit to those who would do 
me good, but said 1 must continue in my brother’s favour, lest I should be 
suspected.” — Ibid, p. 200. That his brother was Sir Edward Stafford, the English 
Ambassador in France, appears from the account of the conference with the 
French Ambassador about the discovery of the plot, ibid. p. 200. 

A letter from Henry Smith to his brother Thos. Wilks at the Hague, Jan. 26, 
1587, speaks of the ‘'new conspiracy discovered of late;” and goes on to say 
that “Lady Stafford and Drury are commanded from the Court, and it is thought 
they will hardly be re-admitted.” — Ibid. p. 203. 

A letter from Wm. Stafford to Walsingham (making further disclosures), 
dated the Tower, 19th March, 1588, shows that Stafford was then still in prison 
(Harl. MS. 286, f. 179). A certificate by tire Lieut, of the Tower, in August, 
1588 (p. X, note, above), shows he was among the prisoners then. — Ibtd. Vol. 
215, 14 Aug. 1588. 

In Stafford’s confession or account of his dealings with the French Ambassa- 
dor and others as to the plot, in conversation with Des Trappes, one of the plot- 
ters, the latter urges : “Mr Stafford, if -jou wold vndertake this matter, whoe live 
so discontentedlie as you doe, and not likelie anie way to enioye the favor and 
reward due vnto yowr personne ; ” and goes on with the argument that he would 
gain the good will of all the Queen of Scots’ allies, and a pension from the 
Pope. — Ibid. Vol. 197, 1587 {15), fo. 31. 

From a list “of all such prisonners as remaine under my chardge and cus- 
todie,” sent in by the Lieut, of the Tower. ?I4 August, 15^8. 

“January 15, 1586. Willia;»;2 Staffoord & Mychaell Moodie gent, pnsonn^rs 
one yeare vij monthes for practising with the French ambassador.” 

William Stafford was connected with the Queen through his father’s first wife, 
who was Mary Boleyn, sister to Anne Boleyn the Queen’s mother. 





INTRODUCTION 

BY 

FREDERIC D. MATTHEW, ESQ. 

In all statements of grievances it is necessary to make allow- 
ance for exaggeration, and this tract is no exception to the rule. 
"When we come to examine closely the troubles of the different 
states whose members take part in this dialogue, we do not discover 
any very substantial wrong. The general complaint is of ' dearth,’ 
but dearth is used throughout only in the sense of high prices. 
The capper has to pay high wages ♦ the merchant finds a rise in 
the goods he imports, and the gentleman in those he buys ; while 
the husbandman suffers from enhanced rents, and from the high 
price of implements and clothing. In the discussion we find that 
the only one who has a distinct loss to show is the Knight ; part of 
whose lands are still let on old leases, so that his income is not 
increased in proportion to the general advance. On the other hand 
we see evidence that at least a part of the community was thriving, 
since comforts and luxuries, formerly uncommon, were now widely 
sold and used (p. 51). The smaller conveniences of civilized life, 
such as glass, china, and earthenware, watches, and ornaments of all 
sorts, were in the hands of people whose fathers would not have 
dreamed of indulging in such extravagance. ^ Serving men were 
fewer, since the gentry no longer needed a private guard, but they 
were better fed and clothed than they had been (p, 64). More was 
spent than formerly on the building and adornment of houses, and 
on furniture and hangings (p. 66). Such signs of prosperity might 
be delusive. A splendid court and an extravagant nobility may 
exist among a struggling and impoverished people. But wages had 
risen, while provisions do not seem to have been high ; at least in 
relation to other tilings. These many yeares past,” we are told, 
“ we had Come good cheape inough,” and there was no scarcity of 
meat (p. 43). 

In these complaints, where high prices and costly living are 
1 Compare Harrison^s MngJand^ Book 2, chap. 12, p. 239, &c., N. Sh. Soc. 
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equally prominent grievances, we recognize a kind of talk familiar 
enough to our own ears. In our time the gold discoveries in 
Russia, America and Australia have raised prices and altered some 
relations. Persons with fixed incomes have suffered, and grumbling 
has not been confined to them, but is often to be heard from those 
who on the whole have benefited by the fall in the precious 
metals. A diminution in the exchangeable value of coin, such as 
has marked the past 40 years, was going on in the i6th century, 
and it must have been felt more painfully then than now ; since, not 
only was there the disorganization and discomfort which accom- 
panies all social changes, but there was also a positive loss to the 
country as the new state of things was forced upon it. For, in one 
point there is a great difference in the circumstances of England 
now and then. At present the mercantile position of England is such 
that the new gold has flowed from the producing countries direct to 
us, and through us to the rest of the world. In the i6th century, 
the first European country to receive the new treasure was Spain : 
thence it spread over the continent, and came at last to us, mostly 
through Elanders. Now it is evident that for purposes of inter- 
national trade, the nearer you are to the source of new treasure, and 
the sooner prices rise, the better. If goods have gone up in 
Flanders while they are still at their old price in England, we must 
send over our cheap goods to buy their dear ones. In time, prices 
will find their level, but meanwhile we are trading at a loss.^ This 
was the state of things in the r6th century, and the change in prices 
was accordingly worse for Englishmen then than it has been in the 
19th. 

There is one class of men whose spok^^^an would have been 
more welcome to us in this conversation than to the well-to-do and 
respectable company assembled at the vintner’s. A shrewd repre- 
sentative of the country labourer might have had more solid griev- 
ance to dilate upon than any mentioned here. The inclosures 
which are so strongly blamed, while they were raising the value of 
the returns from the soil, were pressing hard upon the labourers 
and cottars. It must be remembered that inclosure was not exactly 
the same thing then as now. At present it means usually bringing 
into cultivation waste or rough pasture. At that time, although 
proprietary rights over land were well defined, yet the effects of the 
ancient holding in common were much more evident than in our 
day. In many places the small proprietor had his plots of land 

^ Compare the remarks of the Doctor on keeping down prices (p. 83), 

SHAKSFERE’S ENOnAND : STAEEOBB. & 
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scattered about the common, as they had been assigned to his 
ancestor. No hedges protected them from cattle ; indeed it would 
have been as difficult to fence them as it would be now to do the 
same thing for the holdings of the French peasant (pp. 46 and 86). 

the common was to be enclosed it was necessary to get rid 
of these tilled lands, and the lords of manors were not always scru- 
pulous as to the means by which they accomplished this object.^ 
Moreover, the peasant driven out of his holding found it difficult to 
get work for himself and his family ; since the pastures employed 
but few hands, and ploughs were being laid down on eveiy side 
(p. 16). Still it is not to be supposed that the results of inclosure 
were altogether bad. The large demand for wool and leather made 
grazing profitable, while the increase of stock raised largely the 
return of com on the lands still under tillage ; “ one Acer bearinge 
as much Come as two most commonly \vere wont to do.’’ It is easy 
to imagine that in many cases small bits of arable in the hands of a 
poor man who had no stock were an unprofitable possession, which 
he was not unwilling to sell to his wealthier neighbour. We may 
judge that the process, in spite of individual hardship, was on the 
whole beneficial, by our author’s own words, we see the countryes 
where most Inclosiers be, are most wealthy, as Essex, Kent, North- 
amp tonshyre,” &c. (p. 40). 

When we come to Stafford’s v^ws as to the causes and 
remedies of existing evils, we find a curious mixture of acute- 
ness and prejudice. Naturally enough 'he believed, as every one 
did then, that it is desirable to gather as much gold and silver 
into the realm as j)ossible. He would gladly prevent its export- 
ation, but is shrewd enough to recognize that no laws can prevent 
its going where it is most called for. On the currency he shows a 
sanity which is not to be met with in all modem writers on the 
subject. In pointing out how the debasement of the coin raised 
prices, and still more in his clear statement of the purpose of 
coinage (p. 60), his explanations are admirable. His comparison 
with the town-seal on cloth is true and to the point. But immediately 
afterwards we find him straying into doubtful paths, led away by his 
horror of paying foreigners for work that could be done at home. 
If we cannot sell only for hard cash, he thinks, we should at least 

1 Ergo lit unus helluo inexplebilis ac dira pestis patrise, continuatis agris, 
aliquot millia jugeram uno circundet septo, ejiciuntur coloni, qiiidam suis etiam, 
aut circiimscripti fraude aut vi oppress! exuuntur, aut fatigati injuriis adiguntur 
ad veiiditionem. — Utopia, lib. I. 
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get in return for our produce something of intrinsic value as to raw 
material. To pay foreigners for mere work, even though they do it 
better and cheaper than we could at home, is a waste of treasure. 
Worst of all is it when we sell to foreigners our raw material and buy 
it back manufactured. This discussion, besides being curious as an 
early statement of the theories which were to govern our mercantile 
legislation for more than two centuries, is interesting, as showing the 
advantage of a large scale of manufacture and a trained body of 
workmen, even before the introduction of machinery. Only superior 
skill and a more economical use of labour can have enabled the 
Flemings using our own wool to undersell us in our own markets. 
Stafford’s proposal to neutralize their advantages by Customs duties, 
so as at once to lessen our most profitable trade and make our cloth 
dearer, seems in curious contrast to the sensible advice that he gives' 
as to free trade in corn. But the contrast is only apparent : in 
both cases he is a shrewd empiric, trying a quick way to ends he 
desires. He is nearer the mark when he attributes our weakness in 
manufactures ^ to the narrow exclusiveness of the trade guilds. 
These bodies, which served a good purpose in their first growth, and 
which as yet showed no signs of the splendid uselessness that 
awaited them, were already tainted with the common vice of cor- 
porations ; regarding as their first obj ect the selfish interests of their 
members, so that in their care for monopoly they refused oppor- 
tunities of improvement. The strangers who were better workmen 
than were any in the town ” received no welcome from a guild, 
which cared more for its privileges than the advancement of its 
craft ; while close organization prevented the individual master from 
using the skill of the new comers to forward his private interest. 
The smaller the community the more fatal w’-as this exclusiveness. 
Great cities like Ghent or Bruges might have activity enough in 
their staple trades to ensure advance and improvement, but a manu- 
facture in the hands of a few monopolists must fall into routine and 
decay. It was here rather than in alteration of the Customs ; in 
greater freedom, not in more restriction, that there was a chance 
for England to outstrip the continental manufacturers. When 
religious persecution drove its victims to our shores, they brought 
with them instruction, which far more than repaid the hospitality 
they received. 

1 It is to be noticed that he says that the French are better off for manufac- 
tures than we are (p. 70), and that he counts among the things which we must 
import, iron, steel, and salt. 
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One other point deserves notice as showing how this dialogue 
reflects the current thought of the time. 'When the husbandman is 
made to attribute the advance in prices to the gentlemen who 
raise the price of their lands, and take pastures and farms into 
their hands,” he is not speaking merely at random, or from the pre- 
judices of his order, but giving utterance to a widespread opinion. 
Thus we find in Brinklow's Complaint : This inordinate inhansing 
of rentys, which is sprong up within fewe yerys past, must nedys 
make all things deare, as well pertaynyng to the back as to the 
belly, to the most gret dammage of all the kyngs subjectys, landyd 
men only except. Yea, and evyn thei themselves were more 
welthyer whan their landys went at the old pryce. For why? 
Thei bye all things the dearer, &c.” ^ What shows most the hold 
of this opinion is that the Doctor, who backs up the Knight in his 
reply to the husbandman on this point {p. 35), himself gives way to 
the same fancy later, when after ascribing the rise in prices to the 
debased coinage, he is posed by a reminder that the coin has been 
restored (p. 82). It is only then, and almost unconsciously, that for 
a moment he hits upon the true cause of the ‘ dearth * ; “ the great 
store and plenty of treasure, which is walking in these parts of the 
world far more in these our dayes then ever our forefathers have sene 
in times past” /p. 82). Here, at agreement with him, I may leave 
Stafford to speak for himself. To call him a scientific economist 
would be extravagant ; he was not two centuries in advance of his 
time ; but his speculations are always acute, and in the course of 
them he tells us much of the England of his time. 

^ Brinklow’s Complaint^ p. 10. 
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On the back of the original Tiile-page a cut of the arms of Queen Elisabeth, 
of which my friend Mr G. £, Cokaj/ne^ JLancasier Iderald^ has kindly given 
me the following blazon: “ Quarterly, ist and France, viz, Azure> three 
fleurs de lis, or; 12nd and yrd, Fngiand^ viz. Gules, three lions passa^zt 
guardant, in pale, or; the whole surrounded with the Garter, surmounted 
with the Crown of FnglandF The letters *E. R.’ are placed underneath, 

I havefCt thought it worth while to get either this or the elaborate frame-work of 
the original Title-page itself copied and cut. The present Title-border is there- 
fore not a facsimile, but is made up of the ofyiament so frequently seen in 
Mlizabdhan books. The old initials in the tract are from those us'd in my 
Andrew Boorde for the Farly English Text Society. — F. J. F.j 
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^TO THE MOST VER- 

tuous and learned Lady, my most 

Dfarf anil Soucrnigne I3t;tn«0$j eli - 

ZABETH, hy the Grace of God, 

of England, Fraunce, auB 
Ireland : Defendreffe of the 
Fayth. &c. 

Hereas there was neuer anye thinge liearde of in 
any age paft hetherunto, fo perfedtly wrought 
and framed, eyther by Arte or Nature, but that 
it hath at fome time, for fome forged and fur- 
myfed matter, fuftayned the reprehenfion of 
fome enuious perfons or other ; I doe not much 
meruayle, moil mighty Princeffe, that in this 
your fo noble & famous a gouernment, (the Glory whereof is now 
longe lithence fcattered and fpread oner the whole face of the Earth,) 
there are, notwithftanding, certayne euill-difpofed people, fo blinded 
with malice, and fubdued to their owne parciall Conceiptes,* that as 
yet they can neyther spare indifferente iudgements to conceyue, or 
reuerent tongues to reporte a known truth, touching the perfediion of 
the fame. But for thefe men, as they are (no doubt) fufficiently re- 
futed by the teftimonies of their owne coTzfciences : fo are they moft 
certainely condempned by the common confent of all fuch as are wyfe 
or indifferent. And although this be of itfelfe fo cleare and manyfeft 
that it cannot bee denied, yet could not I forbeare (moft renowmed 
foueraigne) being as it were inforced by your Maieflies late & fingular 
clemency in pardoninge certayne my vndutifull mifdemeanour, but 
feeke to acknowledge your gracious goodnelfe and bomity towardes 
me by exhibiting vnto you this fmall and limple prefent : wherein as 
I haue in^deuoured in fewe wordes to aunfwere certayne quareUs and ^2ieaf back] 
obiedions dayly and ordinarily occurrent in the talke of fundiy men, 
fo doe I moft humbly crane your Graces fauourable acceptation 
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thereof : proteftinge alfo with ail linmilitj;, that my meaninge is not 
in the difcourfe of tliefe matters heere dilputed;, to define ought which 
may in any wife founde preiudiciall to any publicke authority^ but 
only to alleadge fuch probability as I coalde, to flop the mouthes of 
certayne euill-affedled perfons^ which of their curiofity require farther 
fatiffaclion in thefe matters, then can well fland with good modefly. 
Wherefore as vpon this zeale 8c good meaning towards your eflate, I 
was earneflly moued to vndertake this enterprife, and in the handiinge 
thereof rather content to Ihewe mjfelfe vnfkilfuil to others, theTz vn- 
thankfull to you : fo prefnminge of your aimcient accuflomed clem- 
ency, I was fo bould to coz/zmit the fame to your gracious prote6tion^ 
fully perfwading and affuring myfelf, that it would generally obtayne 
the better credit & entertainment among others, if your Maieflies name 
were prefixed, afii]d it were a mofl rich leweli and rare OrnameTzt to 
beautifie and commend the fame, God preferue your Maieiiy with 
infinit increafe of all his blefiings bellowed vpon you, and graunt that 
your dayes of life here vpon the earth may be extended (if it be his 
good will) euen far beyonde the ordinary courfe of Nature: that as 
you haue already fufficieTztly rayghned for your owne honour and 
glory to laffc withall poflerities : fo you cowtinew and remaine 
with vs many more yeares, euen to the full contentation (if it may fo 
be) of vs yoLir louing fubiedls, and to the perfedl eflablilhing of this 
fiorifhing peace & tranquillity in your co/?zmon weale for euer. 

YOVR MAJESTIES 
mofl faythfull and 
louing Subiedl 
W, S, 
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A Briefe conceipte touching cfoi.i: 

THE COMMON WEALE 
OF THIS REALME 

OF ENGLAND. 

O N S I D E RI N G THE diuerfe and fundiy com- 
plaints of our countreimen in thefe our daies, touch- 
ing the great alteration of this coTwmon wealth, within 
the compaffe of thefe few yeres lately paft, I thought 
good at this time to fet downe fuch probable dijhourfe 
for the occalion hereof, as I haue hearde oftentimes vttered by men of 
founde learnyng and deepe iudgement. And albeit I am not one 
to whome the confideration and reformation of the fame doth efpe- 
cially belong j yet, knowing my felfe to bee a Member of the fame 
Common weale, and to further it by all the wayes that poflibly I 
may, I cannot reckon and account my felfe a meere Rraunger to this man is 
matter ; no more than a man that were in a Shippe, which being in 
daunger of wracke, might fay, that becaufe he is not (percafe) the weale he is 
maifter or Pylate of the fame, the daunger thereof doth pertayne no- 
thing at all to him. Therefore, hauinge nowe fuffycient leafure from 
other bufinede, mee thought I coulde not apply my fhidy to a better 
end then to publiihe & make relation of fuch matters as I haue hearde 
throughly dilputed herein. 

Firfl, what thinges men are moft grieued with 5 than, what fhonld 
bee the occalion of the fame 5 And that knowne, how fuch greues 
may bee taken away, and the date of the Common weale reformed 
agayne. And albeit yee might w'ell fay, that there be men of greater 
wittes then I, that ^haue that matter in charge, yet Fooles (as the ciFoLi.lsadc] 
Prouerbe is) fometimes Ipeake to the purpole : and, as many heads, 
fo many wittcss j and therefore Princes, though they bee neuer lb wyfe 
themfelues, (as our moft excellent Prynce is,) yet the wifer that they 
be, the moe counfelleis they will haue, (as our noble and gratious 
Queene doth daily make choyfe of more,) for that that one cannot 
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perceaue, another doth difcouer^ tlie giftes of wits be fo diuerfe, that 
fome excelles in Memory, fome in Innention, fome in lodgement, 
fome at the firft light ready, & fome after long conh deration ; &: 
though each of thefe by them felues do not feuerally make periit the 
matter, yet when euery man bryngs in his gyfte, a meane witted man 
may of all thefe (the beft of euery mans deuife being gathered to- 
gether) make, as it were, a pleafaunt and perfedt Garlonde, to adorne 
and Decke his head with all. Therefore, I would not onely haue 
learned men, whofe Judgements I would wyfhe to bee cheyfly e- 
fteemed herein ; but alfo Marchaunt men, Hulbandmen, &: Artificers, 
which in their callinges are taken wyfe, freely fuffered, yea, and pro- 
uoked to tell their Aduyfes in this matter. For fome poyndes in 
their feates they may difclofe, that the wyfeft in a Realme cannot 
vnfouide againe. And it is a Maxime, or a thinge receyued as an in- 
fallible verity among all men, that euery man is to bee credited in that 
Arte that hee is moft exercyfed in. For did not Apelles, that excellent 
Paynter, confider, that when hee layde forth his fyne Image of Venus 
to bee feene of euery man that paft by, to the intent, he hearing euery 
mans iudgement in his owne Arte, might alwayes amend that was a 
myfie in his worke, whofe Cenfures hee allowed, fo longe as they kept 
them within their owne Faculties, and tooke not vppon them to 
meddle wftA an other mans Arte j fo, percafe, I may be aunfwered as 
hee was, yet I refufe not that, if I pafte ^my compafie^ but, for as 
much as moft of this matter contayneth Pollicy, or good gouern- 
ment of a common weale, beinge a Member of Philofophy moral, 
wherein I haue Ibmewhat ftudyed, I fhall bee fo bolde with my coun- 
treymen, who I doubt not will conftrue euery thinge to the beft, as to 
vtter my poore and fimple cowceipt herein, which I haue gathered out 
of the talke of diuers and fundry notable men that I haue hearde 
reafon on this matter 5 and though I fhould herein, percafe, moue fome 
thinges that were openlye not to bee touched, as in fuch cafes of dif- 
ceptacion is requifite, yet, bauinge refped to what ende they bee 
fpoken, I truft they can offend no man ; for harde were it to heale a 
fbare that a man woulde not haue opened to his Phyfition, nor yet a 
furfet that a man woulde not declare the occafion thereof. Therefore, 
now to goe to the matter, vppon boldnefte of your good acceptation, 
that kinde of reafoning feemeth to mee beft for boultinge out of the 
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truths which is vfed by waye of Dialogues, or colloquyes, where reafons 
bee made too and froe, as well for the matter intended, as agaynft it. 
I thought bell to take that way in the difcourfe of this matter, which 
is, firjft in recounting the common and vniuerfall grieues that men 
complayne on now a dayesj fecondly, in boulting out the verye 
caufes and occasions of themj thirdly and finally, in deuifinge of 
remedies for all the fame. Th refore, I will declare vnto you what 
communication a Knight had betweene him & certayne other perfons 
of late, about this matter, which, becaufe it happened betwene fuch 
perfons as were Members of euery fiiate that finde themfelues grieued 
now a dayes, I thoughte it not meete to bee forgotten, to lett you 
vnderfland that the perfons were thefe : A Knight, as I fayde firft, a 
Martchaunt man, a Dodtor, a Hulbawdman, and a Craftes man. And 
firfi:, the Knight rehearfed the communication in this manner en- 
fuinge : — 


The summe of 
the whole 
Booke. 
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THE FIRST DIA- 

LOGVE. 

Fter I and my Fellowes^ the luflices of peace of 
this Comminalty, had the other day declared the 
Qnenes highnes commilliou touching diners 
matters, & geuen the charge to the enqaeft ^ I, 
being both weaiy of the heate of the people & 
noyfe of the fame, thought to fteale to a friendes 
hoofe of myne in the towne, which felles Wyne, 
to the intent to eate a morfell of meate, for I was then fafting, taking 
with me an honeft hulbandmaTz, whom, for his honeil and good dif- 
cretion, I loued very well 5 whither, as we were comne, & had but 
Ikant lit downe in a dole Parloure, there comes me in a Marchaunte 
man of that city, a man of eflimation and fubftaunce, and requires the 
fayde Huibandman to goe and dyne with him 5 nay, (quoth I) hee 
wil not, I truft, now forfake my company, though he fhould fare better 
with you. 

Than (quoth the marchaunt man) I will fend home for a pally of 
Venifon that I haue there, & for a friend of mine, and a neighbor, that 
I had bid to dinner, and wee lhalbe 4b bolde as to make merry with- 
all heere in your company 5 & as for my guell, hee is no Hraunger vnto 
you neyther. And, therefore, both he of yours. Sc you of his com- 
pany, I trull wilbe the gladder. 

Who is it ? 

Dodor Pandotheus* 

Is he fo ? on my fayth, he lhalbe hartely welcome, for of him we 
lhal haue fome good communication and wife, for he is noted a 
learned and a wife man. And immediately the Marchaunt fendes for 
him, and he comes vnto vs, & bryn^geth wyth him an honeil man, a 
Capper of the lame towne, who came to Ipeake with the fayd Mar- 
chaunt j than, after falutations had (as yee knowe the maner is) be- 
tweene me and mailler Do6t:or, and renewinge olde acquayntaunce. 
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which had bene longe before betweene vs, we fat all downej and when 
we had eate fomewhat to fatiffie the IharpnelTe of onr ilomackes. 

On my fayth, quoth the Do6tor to me, yee make much a doe. Doctor, 
you that be luftices of the peace of euerie Countrey, in fitting vpon 
Commifiions almofi: weekely, and in canfinge poore men to appear 
before you, and ieauinge theyr hulbandry vnlookte to at home. 

Surely it is fo. Yet the prince mufi: be ferued, and the common- Knigbt. 
weale, for God and the prince haue not fent vs the poore lyuinges 
that we haue, but to doe feruice therefore abrode amonges our 
Neyghbours. 

It is well if yee take it fo, for nature hath grafted that perfwafion Doctor, 
in you, and all other that folio wes the cleare light of Nature. As 
learned men haue remembred, faying, we be not borne onely to our Plato, 
felues, but partely to the vfe of our Countrey, of our Parentes, of our Cicero. 
Kinffolkes, and partly of our Friendes and Neyghboures j and, there- 
fore, all good vertues are graffed in vs naturally, whofe effedts be to That men are 

not borne to 

doe good to other, wherein we fhewe forth the Image of God and themseiues 

° onely. 

man, whofe property is euer to doe good to other, and to diflribute 
his goodnefie abrode, lyke no Nygarde nor enuyous of any. Other 
creatures, as they refemble nothing of that godly Image, fo they ftudy 
no common vtility of other, but onely the conteruation of them 
felues, and propagation of their owne kynde. Wherefore, if we looke 
to be reckned moft vnlyke them, being mofi: vyle, and lykefi: to God, 
being mofi: excellent, let vs fiudy to doe good to other, not preferring 
the eafe of this Carkafie, which is like the Brute beaftes, but rather the 
vertues of the minde, wherein we be lyke God him felfe. 

^Then, (fayd the Hufbandman) for all your paynes, (meaning by Husband, 
me) & all cures alfo, I would yee had neuer worfe Commifiions in 
hand then this is. So wee had loft more dayes workes at our Huf- 
bandry then this. 

Why fo ? Knigkt. 

Mary, for thefe Inclofures doe vndoe vs all j for they make vs to Husband, 
pay dearer for our lande that we occupy, & caufes that we can haue 
no lande in manner for our money to put to Tyllage : all is taken vp Compkynt of 

Inclosures by 

for Paflnre 5 for Pafiure ey ther for Sheepe, or for Grafinge of Cattell | Husbandmen, 
in fo much that I haue knowne of late a dozen ploughes, within lefle 
compafie then fixe Myles about mee, layde downe within this feuew 
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yeares; and where three fcore perfons or vpward had their linings, 
now one man with his Cattell hath all, which thinge is not the leaft 
canfe of former 'V’prores ; for, by thefe Inclofures many doe lacke 
lyuings, and be ydle, & therefore for very necelHty they are dehrous of 
a chaiinge, beinge in hope to come thereby to fomewhat, and well af- 
fared that howe fo euer it befall with them, it can bee no harder with 
them than it was before ; more oner, all things are fo deere, that by 
their day wages tliey are not able to lyue. 

I bane well the experience thereof, for I am fayne to gene my 
lonrneimen two pence in a day more than I was wont to doe, and 
yet they fay they cannot fufHciently line thereon. And I know, for 
truth, that the befl huibande of them can fane but litle at the yeares 
end j and by reafon of fuch dearth as yee fpeake of, wee, that are Arti- 
ficers, are able to keepe but fewe or no Prentizes, like as wee were 
wont to doe and, therefore, Cityes which were heretofore well in- 
habited and wealthy (as yee know euery one of you) are now, for 
lacke of occupiers, fallen to great pouerty and defolation. 

So bee the mofi: part of all the townes of England, Lou^don onely 
except 5 and not onely the good townes are fore decayed in there 
Howfes, Walles, Streates, and other buildiiiges, but alfo the countrey in 
their high wayes & Brydges) for fuch pouerty rayneth euery where, that 
few men haue fo much to fpare, as they may geue any thing to the 
reparation of fuch wayes, brydges, and other common eafements j 
and, albeit there bee many thinges layde downe now which before 
time were occafions of much expences, as May games. Wakes, 
Reuels, wagers at Ihooting, wrefiling, running, and throwing the 
ftone or barre, & befides that. Pardons, Pylgrimages, Offrings, and 
many fuch other thinges, yet I perceyue wee bee neuer the wealthyer, 
but rather poorer 5 whereof it is longe, I cannot well tell, for there is 
fuch a generail dearth of all things, as before .xx. or .xxx. yeares 
hath not bene the like, not onely of thinges growinge within this 
Reaime, but alfo of all other Marchaundize that wee buy from beyond 
the Sea, as Sylkes, Wynes, Oyles, Woode, Madder, Yron, Steele, 
Waxe, Flaxe, Linnen cloth, Fufiians, Worfieddes, Couerlets, Carpets, 
and all Hearfes, k Tapefiry, Spyces of all fort 5 and ai Haberdalher 
ware, as Paper, both white & browne 5 Glaifes, afwell drinckinge and 
looMng,as for glafinge of Windowes^ Pinnes, Needles, Kniues, Dag- 
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gers, Hats, Cappes, Broches, Buttons, and Laces. I wot well all thefe 
doe colt no we more by the thyrde parte than they did but fewe 
yeares agoej than, all kinde of Vidtayle are as deere, or dearer agayne, 
& no caufe of Gods parte thereof, as farre as I can perceaue, foi I neuer 
la we more plenty of Come, gralTe, and Cattell of all fortes, than wee 
haue at this prefent, and haue had (as yee know) all thele twenty 
yeares palled continually, thanked bee our Lorde God j if thefe In- 
clofures were caufe thereof, or any other thinge els, it were pity but 
they might be remooued. 

Synce yee haue plenty of all thinges, of Come & Cat^tell, (as yee 
fay) the;2 it Biould not feeme this dearth Ihould be longe of thefe In- 
clofures, for it is not for fcarcenefle of Come that yee haue this 
dearth, for, thanked bee God, Come is good cheape, and fo hath 
bene thefe many yeares pall co/itinually. Than it cannot bee the 
occalion of the dearth of Cattell, for Inclofure is the thing that nour- 
ilheth moll of any other ; yet I confelTe there is a wonderfull dearth 
of all thinges, and that do I, and all men of my forte, feele moll 
greife in, which haue no w^ay to fell, or occuparion to lyue by, but 
onely our laiides. For you all three, — I meane you, my neyghbour 
the hulbandraan, you, mailler Mercer, and you, goodman Capper, 
with other Artilicers, — may faue your felues meetely w^ell. For- 
afmuch as all thinges are deerer then they were, fo much doe you 
aryfe in the pryce of your wares and occupations that yee fell 
agayne. But we haue nothing to fell, whereby we might aduaunce 
thQ pryce thereof to counterualue thofe things that we muH buy 
agayne. 

Yes, yee rayfe the price of your Landes, and yee take Fermes alfo 
and pallures to your ha;?ds (which w^as wo«t to bee poore mens 
lyuings, fuch as I am), and haue geuen ouer to liue onely vpon your 
Landes. 

On my foule, yee fay truth (quoth the Marchaunte), and the 
Capper alfo fayd no leffe 5 adding thereto, that it was neuer merry 
with poore Crafts men lince Gentlemen became Graliers j for they 
cannot now a dayes (fayde he) dnde theyr Prentizes and feruauntes 
meate and drynke, but it coH them almofl double afmiich as did be- 
fore time 5 wherefore, where many of myne occupation and otlier 
like, heretofore haue dyed rych men, and bene able to leaue honeHly 

SHAKSPEEE’S ENGLAND : STAFEORB. 2 


Dearth of all 
kinde of vit- 
tayie. 


Knighte. 
p Fol. 4 , back] 


That inclosu- 
res be not the 
cause of tins 
dearth. 


That Gentle- 
mew feele most 
griefe by this 
dearth. 


Husband. 


[Capper] 

The cowplaynt 
of craftes men 
against Gentle- 
men for taking 
of Farmes. 



[^FoLs] 


The craftes- 
mans co/«:playnt 
that be cannot 
set meu a work 
for the Dearth 
of victayle. 


Marchau«t. 


Knigfit. 


The Gentle- 
mans co/«pla3nit 
how he can- 
not keepe lyke 
conntenannce 
as he was 
wont to doe. 


[2 FoL 5, back] 


1 8 A briefe Conceipt 

behynde tliem for theyr Wyfe and Children ^ and belides thatf leaue 
fome notable beqnefles for fome good deede, as to tliQ making of 
Biy^dges, & repayring of high wayes, all which thinges goe to wracke 
now euery where. Alfo, fome were wont to buy Land, eyther for to 
helpe the poore beginners 'of th’occupations, yea, fome time they 
had fuch fuperfluity as they could ouer fuch bequettes leaue an other 
Portion to finde a Pry lie, or to founde a Chauntry in fome parilhe 
Church j and now we are fkant able to line without debt, or to keepe 
few feruaunts, or none, except it be one Prentiz or two. And 
therefore the lourneymen, what of our occupations, and what of 
Ciothyers, and all other occupations, being forced to be without worke, 
are the moH parte of thefe rude people that maketh thefe vprores 
abrode, to the great difquiet, not onely of the Queenes highnes, but 
aifo of her people. And neede (as yee knowe) hath no booty. 

It is true, yee knowe likewife what other notable adls men of 
myne occupation liaue done in this City. Before this, yee knowe the 
hofpitall at the townes ende, wherein the freemen decaied are re- 
ieaued, how it was founded, not longe agoe, by one of our occupation, 
fuppoling therby that the city iliould be much releaued, which then 
was in fome decay ^ and yet it decayeth Hill euery day more and more 3 
whereof it ihould be longe, I cannot w^ell tell. 

Syr, as I knowe it is true that yee complayne not without caufe, 
fo it is as true that I and ray forte, I ineane all Gentlemen, bane as 
greate, yea, and farre greater caufe to complayne then any of you haue ; 
for, as I fayd, no we that the pryces of thinges are fo ryfen of all 
handes, you may better lyue after your degree then wee, for you may 
and do rayfe the pryce of your wares, as the prifes of vittayles, & 
other your neceffaries doe ryfe 3 and fo cannot we fo much, for though 
it bee true that of fuch landes as come to our handes, eyther by pur- 
chafe, or by determination, and ending of fuch termes of yeares, or 
other Eftates, that I or mine au??cellors had grau^zted them in time 
paH : I doe eyther receyue a better fine than of olde was vfed 3 or 
enhaiinfe the rent thereof, being forced thereto for the charge of my 
houlholde that is fo encreafed ouer that it was 3 yet in all my ^life 
time I looke not that the thyrde parte of my lande lliall come to my 
difpofition, that I may enhaunce the rent of the fame, but it lhalbe in 
mens holding, either by leafes, or by copy graunted before my time. 
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and ftill continuing, and yet like to continue in the fame ilate for the 
moft part ^during my life, and percafe my Sonnes; fo as we cannot 
rayfe all our wares, as you may ymurs, and as me thinketh it w^ere 
reafon we did 3 and by reafon that we cannot, fo many of vs (as yee Why Gentle- 
know) that haue departed out of tJm couwtrey of late, haue bene ouer their 
driuen to giue ouer our houflioulds, and to keepe either a chamber in 
London, or to wayte on the Court, vncalled, with a man and a Lac- 
key after him, where he was wonte to keepe halfe a fcore of cleaiie 
men in his houfe, and xx. or xxiiiL other perfons belides, euery day 
in the weeke; and fuch of vs as doe abide in the countrey Hill, 
cannot with two himdreth li. a yeare keepe that houfe that we might 
haue don with CC. markes but xvi. yeares pail* And thearefore we 
are forced, either to minilhe the third part of our houfehoulde, or to Why Gentle- 

-I 1 - 

raife the thirde part of our reuenewesj and for that wee cannot lo Farmesmto 

their handes 

doe of our owne iandes, that is allreadye in the hands of other men, 
many of vs are enforced, either to keepe peeces of our owne Landes 
when they fall in our owne pofTeflion, or to purchafe fome Farme 
of other mens Iandes, and to llore it with flieepe, or fome other 
cattell, to help to make vp the decay of our reuenewes, and to maine- 
tayne our oulde eflate with all, and yet all is litle ynough. 

Yea, thofe theepe is the caufe of all thefe mifchieues, for they Husband, 
haue driuen hulbandry out of the countrey, by tliQ which was increafed 
before all kinde of victuals,* now all togeether, Iheepe, flieepe. Complaint a- 
flieepe. It was farre better when there were not onely Iheepe 
ynough, but allfo Oxen, Line, fwyn. Pig, Goofe, & Capon, Egges, 

Butter & Cheefe j yea, and breade Come, and Make come ynough, 
befldes, reared alllogether vpoii the fame lande. 

Then the Doctor, that had leaned on his Elbowe all this ^ while Doctor, 
muflng, fat vp and fayd, I perceaue by you ail three, that there 
is none of you but haue iufl: caufe to complaine. 

No, by my troth, except it be you, men of tho, church, which Capper, 
trauaile nothing for your lyuinge, and yet haue iiiougli 

Yee fay troth in dede, we haue leaft caufe to cowplaine : yet yee Doctor, 
know well, we be not fo plewtious as we haue bene, the firfl fruits & 
tenthes are deduced of our liuings 3 yet of the refl we might Hue well The Doctors 
ynough, if we might haue quietnes of minde & confcience withalL 
And, albeit we labour not much with our bodies (as yee fay,) yet yee 
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know w^e labour our mindes, more to the weaking of the fame 
then by any other bodily exercife we Ihould do, as we may w^ell per- 
ceue by our co//? plexions, how wan our colour is, how faint and 
lickely be our bodyes, & all for lacke of bodily exercife. 

Mary, I w'oulde if I were of the Queenes counfell, prouide for you 
w^ell a fine, fo as you fiiould iieede take no difeafe for lacke of exercife 
1 -w'ouide fet you to the Plough and Carte, for the deuill a whit of 
good yee doe wdth your iludies, but fet men together by the Eares, 
fome -with this opinion, k fome with that, fome holding this way, 
& fome an other,* and that fo fiifiy, as though the troth mufi: be as 
they fay, that haue the vpper hand in co 72 tention } k this contention 
is not alfo the leaf; caufe of former vprores of the people, fome hold- 
ing of the one learning, k fome of the other. In my minde it made 
no matter, tliough we had no learned men at all. 

God forbid, neighbour, that it (honld be fo ; how fiiould the Prynce 
haue couTzfailers then ^ how fiiould w^e haue chrifiian religion taught 
vs 5 how fiioul[d] we know the eflats of other realmes, k haue ^ con- 
ferenc[e] with them of al coTztryes, except it were throug[h] learning, 
k by the benefit of Letters ? 

Care not therefore, goodmaTz capper ^ yee fiiall haue few ynough 
of learned men wztAin a while, if this w^orld hold on. 

I meane not but I would haue men to learne to wryt k reade, 
yea, k to learne the languages vfed in cou/ztreies about vs, that we 
might wTite our mindes to them, & they to vs 5 yea, and that ^wee 
might reade the holy feriptures in our mother tongue 3 k as for your 
preaching (except yee agree better), it made no matter howe litle wee 
had of it, for of dyuerfity thereof cometh tliefe diuerfities of opinions. 

Then yee care for no other fciences at all, but the knowledge of 
tongues, and to wryte k reade 5 and fo it appeares well that yee be 
not alone of that myiide, for nowe a dayes, when men fendes their 
fonnes to the Uniuerfities, they fuffer them no longer to tary there, 
then they may haue a litle of the latin tongue 5 k then they take them 
away, & befiow them to be Clarkes with fome man of Lawe, or fome 
Auditor and Receyuer, or to be a Secretary with fome great man or 
other, and fo to come to a lyuing, whereby the Uniuerfities be in 
mailer emptied, and as I thinke will be occafion that this Realme 
within a ihorte fpace will be made as empty of wife and pollitique 
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men, and C07zfequently barbarous, and at the lafl thrall and fubied to 
other Nations whereof wee were Lordes before. 

God forbid that we that bee Gentlemen {houlde not with our Knight, 
pollicy in warre, proiiide that we come not in fabiedion of any other 
nation 3 and the floutnelTe of Englyfhe heartes will neuer futfer that, 
thoughe there were no learned men in tlie Realm e at all. 

Well, an empyre or a Kingdome is not fo muche won or kept by Doctor, 
the manhode and force of men, as it is by wifedome and policy, 
which is gotten chiefly by learning; for wee fee in all kindes of metheracow- 
gouernaunce, for the mofl parte, the wyfer forte haue the foneraygnty may be well 
ouer the rude & vnlearned, as in euery houfe the moil: expert, in ?yithauUear- 

uliig. 

euery City the wifed & mofl fage, and in euery common weale the 
mofl learned, are moile commonly placed to gouerne the reft; yea, 
among all nations of the worlde they that be polytiqae and ciuile doe 
mayfler the reR, thoughe their forces be inferior to the other. The 
Empyres of the Greekes k Romaines ^ doe declare that, among whom, [^Fol. 7I 
like as learning and wifedome was moil eileemed, fo the Empyres That the lear- 
were fpread wideil, and loiigeil did continue of all other. And, why waythcsoue- 

raignty ouer 

ihould you thinke it ilraung, that you might more be vanquiihed than the vnieamed. 
the other were before time, that reckened themfelues as iloute men as 
you be, yea, dwellers of this realme, as the Saxons lail were by the 
Normands, and the Romaines by the Saxons afore that, & the Bryt- 
tons by the Romaines fyril of all. 

There may bee wyfe men ynough, though they bee not learned. Ehiighte. 

I haue knowne diuerfe me7z very wife & politique, that know neuer a 
letter on the booke; and contrary wife, as many other learned men that 
haue bene very Idiots in maner for any worldly pollicy that they had. 

I deny not that, but I fay that if fuch wyfe men as yee fpeake of Doctor, 
had learninge to their wits, they had bene more exellent. And the 
other, that yee call fo iimple, had bene foolyihe if they had had no 
learninge at all. Exercyfe in warres maketh not euery man meete to whether a 
bee aCaptayne, though hee trauaylein it neuer fo longe; nor there is wyse without 
no other fo apt for the warre, but with experience and vfe he is made 
more perfit 5 for what maketh olde men commonly more wife than the 
younger forte, but their greater experience ? 

Yea, experience helpeth much the wit of men, I coTzfelfe. But Knight, 
what doth learning thereto ' 
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If yee graunt mee that experience doth help, then I doiibte not 
but yee will graunt mee anon, that learninge doth alfo help much to 
the increafe of wifedome^ let that, then, be fet for a fure grounde 
that experience doth further wifdome, & take it as it were the father 
of wifedome, & memory to be the mother. For, like as experience 
doth beget wifdome as a father, fo memory nourilheth it as a mother j 
for in vaine ilioulde experience be had, if the lame were not kept in 
remembraunce. Then if I can ihew you that both expe^rience and 
alfo memory are holpen and furthered by learninge, then yee mull 
needes graunt me, that learning furthers wit and increafeth it 5 yee 
co7?feire the experience of an olde man maketh him wifer than the 
younge, becaufe hee lawe mo things then the other. But an olde 
man feeth but oncly things of his owne time, & the learned man feeth 
not onely his owne times experience, but alfo that befell in a great 
many of his aunceftors, yea, lince the worlde began. Wherefore, he 
muh needes haue more experience then the vnl earned man, of what 
great age fo euer he be, thc7z fo many cafes as he feeth in all that time 
to haue happened, collide not fo well be remembred of any man, as it 
is kept in memory by wrytings j and then if the vnlearned man once 
forget the thinge hee fawe, hee neuer lightly remembers it againe ; 
where as the learned man hath his booke alwayes to call him to 
remembraunce of that hee Ihould els forget. Therefore, as he that 
liueth a hundreth yeares mull needes haue more experience then hee 
that liueth fifty^, fo hee that feeth the chaunces of the worlde as it 
were in a table paynted afore him of a Ihoufand yeres, mull needes 
haue greater experience then he that liueth but a hundreth. Alfo he 
that trauaileth many fame Countryes, hath more exi)erience than other 
of like age that neuer goeth out of his natiue countrey. So he that h 
learned, feeth by Cofmography^, hyllories, and other learnings, tlie 
right maner k vfage of euery counirey in the world, yea, of many moe 
then is polTible for one man to trauayle through, and of thefe that he 
trauaileth much better, doth he learne there by Imall taryng, then the 
other (by longer experience) that are all together and wholly vn- 
learned, and confequently more wit, being in capacity and memory 
both els equipolent ; & now I am forced to conlider the maruaylous 
gyftes that we haue by learning, that is, how learning fupplyeth virito 
man the greateB lack that fome Wryters haue complayned of, to be 
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in man kinde, that is, the breuity of Age, the groifeneiTe & wayght of 
body : where in the firtl, diuerfe beaites, as Hartes and many other, 
and in the laft all Byrdes, doe excell man 5 for where it is deemed man 
to line aboue a hu/zdreth yeares or theare aboutes, by tlie benefite of 
learning, he hath the commoditye of the life of a thowfand yeares^ 
yea, two or three thowfandes, by reafon hee feeth tht euents and occur- 
reTzts of all that time by Bookes. And if he fhonld haue lined him 
felfe by all that Ipace, then coulde he haue had nothinge els to his 
commodity, but that experience of things, the reft had bene but tra- 
uayle 5 which experience he hath nowe by letters, and without any 
trauayle in manner at all, and without the daungers that he might 
him felfe haue bene in, if hee had lined by all that fpace. As to the 
other poynte, that wee be not fo agill and light as fowles & Byrdes 
of the Ayre bee, as that wee might fturre from on place to an other, 
wee haue the commodity through learning that wee ftiould purchafe 
by fuch Peregrinations, as well as wee ftiould if wee might ftee from 
one Countrey to an other like Byrftes, and yet with leife trauayle and 
daunger. May wee not through Cofmography fee the fituation, 
temperature, and qualities of euery Countrey in the Worlde, yea, 
better and with lefte trauayle then if wee might flee oner them our 
felues^ for that that many other haue learned through their great 
trauayles & daungers, they haue left to vs to be learned with eafe & 
pleafure. Can wee not^ allfo throughe the fcience of Aftronomy 
knowe the courfe of the Pianettes aboue, and theyre coniundtions and 
Afpedes, as certaynely as if wee were amonge them ? yes, furely that 
wee may : for tell mee, how came all th^ learned men heare to fore to 
the exade and perfit knowledge thereof? came they not to it by con- 
ference &: marking of circumftances ? (yes in deede), fo that out of their 
writings we learned itj ^and to the knowledge whereof by fight 
onely wee could neuer attayne, though wee were as agill as any Byrde. 
What is there els profitable or iiecefiTary for the coniund of mans life 
heare in earth, but in learning it is taughte more perfedly and more 
compleate tha7^ any man can learne onely by experience all dayes of his 
life ? no not fo much as your Feate in warre, fir Knight, no, nor your 
Feate, good Hufbandman, but that either of them are fo exadly taught 
and fet forth in learning, as that neither of you, both though yee be 
neuer fo perfed in the faid Feates but might learne many poyntes 
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moe than euer yee faw before, by experience in either of them, as 
you, fir Knight, in Kigetius, and you, good Hulbandman, in Columella. 

I fay agayne, might wee not bane that in our Engliih tongue, & 
reade them ouer, though we iieuer went to fchole r 

Yea, well ynough, and yet llioulde yee bee farre from the perfedl 
vnderfianding of them, except yee had the help of other fciences, that 
is to fay, of Arithmetiqae, in difpofinge and ordering your men 5 and 
Geometry, in deuifing of Engines to winne Townes and Fortrafies, & 
ofBrydges to pafle ouer, in the which Ccsfar excelled other by reafon 
of the learning that hee had in tbofe fciences, and did wonderfull 
feates which an vnlearned man coulde neuer haue done 5 and if yee had 
warre ouer the Sea, howe coulde yee knowe towards what Coaftes yee 
be Sea dryuen, without knowledge of the latitude of the place by the 
Poale, and the length, by other flarres? and you, good hulband, for the 
perfedlion of the knoweledge of hulba/zdry, had neede of fome know- 
ledge in Aftronomy, as vnder what afpedt of the, Planets, and in the 
entry of what figne by the Sunne &: Moone, it is time to Eare, to 
Dou/zge, to Sowe, to Reape, to Set, to Graife, to Cut your Wood, 
your Timber 5 yea, to haue fome iudgment of the Weather that is 
like to come, for Imiing of your Come and Graile, and houfeinge of 
yoar ^ Cattell 5 yea, of fome part of Phifick, called Veterlnaria? where 
by yee might knowe the difeafes of your Beafiies, & heale thewz. 
Then, for true meafuringe of lande, had yee not neede of fome know- 
ledge in Geometry, to bee a perfit hulband ? Then for building, what 
Carpenter or Mafon is fo cunning or expert, but hee might learne 
more by readinge of vitruuius^ and other wryters of ArchiteSiurc^ 
that is to fay, the Icyence of building? and to paife ouer ^/ze fciences 
of Logicke & Retorique, whereof f/ze firfi: trauayleth about difcuf- 
cxon of the true reafon from fAe falfe, the other aboute th% perfwafion 
of that is to be let forth to the people, as a thinge to them profitable 
and expedient, whereof a good and perfit counfaylor might want 
neytherj well, tell mee what couzzfayl can bee perfit, what common 
weale can bee well ordered vprighte, where none of the Rulers or 
Counfaylors haue fiudied any Philofophy, fpecially the parte that 
teacheth of manners, (the other part of Phylofophy I palTe ouer now, 
which teacheth of natures, and is called phyficke,) what part of the 
common weale is negledled by Phylofophy moral! ? doth it not teache. 
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firfi:, how enery man ihoiilde goncme him felfe honellly 5 Secondly, 
how he ihould guide his family wifely and profitably ? And thirdly, 
it fheweth how a Cyty or a Realme, or any other common weale 
fhould bee well ordered and gouemed, both in time of peace, and alfo 
warre. What common weale can bee without either a Gouemer, or 
Counfaylors, that Ihoulde bee expert in this kinde of learning ^ this 
confirmeth the poynt that wee now talke of j [if] men experte in this 
Science were confuited and followed, the commen weale fiioulde bee 
ordered, as fewe Ihould haue caufe to complayne^ therefore fayd 
Plato, that diuine Philofopher, that happy is that Commonweale 
\\Rere either the Prince is a Phyiofopher, or where a Philofopher is the 
Prince. 

I had weened before, that there had bene no other lear^ninge in 
the world, but that thefe men had, that be Dodlors of Biuinity, or of 
the La we, or of Phificke j whereof the firil had all his cunning in 
Preaching, the feco 72 d in matters of the fpirituall lawe, and the third 
in phificke, & in looking on difeafed mens water j mar}’-, yee tell me 
now of many other fciences, very necefiary for euery commo?z weale, 
which I neuer heard of before : but eyther there be fewe of thefe 
Dodtors that can Ikili of them, or els they difclofe but litle of their 
cunning. 

Of truth there be to fewe of them that can Ikill of thefe fciences 
now a dayes, and of thofe there be too fewe of them that are eileemed 
any thing the more for their knowledge therein, or called for to any 
counfelL And therefore others, feeing thefe Sciences nothing efieemed 
or fet by, they fall to thofe fciences that they fee in fome pryce, as to 
Diuinity, to the Lawe, and to Phificke 3 though they cannot bee per- 
fit in any of thefe, without the knowledge of the fciences aboue 
touched 3 and therefore it is ordayned by Uniuerfities, that firfi; men 
fhould bee Bachelers and Mafters of Artes, ere they fbould come to 
Diuinity 3 and thefe Artes bee the feuen liberall fciences, as Grammar, 
Logique, Rhetorique, Arithmetique, Geometry, Muficke, and Afhono- 
my 3 and now they fkip oner them, and fall to Diuinity by and by, 
before they haue gotten or purchafed them any iudgment through the 
forefayd fciences, which maketh thezw to fall to thefe diuerfities of 
Opinions that ye fpeake of 5 for all be^nners in euery fcience be very 
quicke and ouer-hafiy in geuing their iudgment of thinges (as expe 
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rience teacheth euery man ) ; & then, when they haue once vttered 
their iudgme;2tes & opinions, they will fee nothing that will fou?2de 
coTztrary to the fame, but e}i;her they w^ill co;zd:rue it to their owne 
pha;2ta(y, or vtterly deny it to be of any authority. Pythagoras, to his 
fcholers that came to learne his prophane fciences, commaunded 
lileTice for feuen yeares, that by all that fpace they ihould be hearers 
onely, and no reafoners: and Hu this Diuine fcience, euery Boye that 
hath not red fcripture pad: halfe a yeare, lhalbe fuifered, not onely to 
reafon and enquire of things (for that were tollerable), but to afhrme 
newe and tlraunge interpretacions vpon the fame, neuer heard of be- 
fore. What ende of Opinions can there bee while this is fuffered? 
Alfo Plato forbad any man to come to his fchoole that was ignoraunt 
in Geometry; and to -this highe fchoole of Dyuinity, he that knoweth 
not his Grammar, much lelfe any other fcience, fliall be admitted at 
the firft j I fay not to learne, for that might bee fuffered, but to iudge; 
and there commeth in the thinge, that the fame Plato fayeth to bee 
an onely caufe fufficient to ouerthrowe a whole Common weale 
w^here it is vfed, that is, when they take on them the iudgment of 
things to whom it doth not apertayne, — as youth, of thinges belong- 
inge to oide men, children ouer their fathers, feruaunts ouer their 
maiders, and priuate men ouer their Maiellrates ; what Ship can bee 
longe fafe from wracke, where euery man will take vpon him to bee a 
Pylate ? what houfe well gouerned, where euery feruaunt will bee a 
maider and a teacher ? I fpeake thus much of the commendation of 
learning, not onely becaufe I heard my freind heere (the Capper) fet 
litle by learninge, but alfo that I fee many nowe a dayes of his opinion, 
which care nothiuge for any other knowledge, but onely that they 
may wiyte and reade, and learne tongues; whom I can refemble 
well to thofe men that edeemeth more the Barke then the Tree, the 
Shale more then the Kymell; wherefore, they feeme to take the bright 
Sunne from tliQ Earth, that would take a%vay learning from vs ; for 
tie fame is no more neceffary for the increafe of all thinges on earth, 
then is leaminge for the increafe of Ciuility, Wifedome, and Policy 
amonge men. And afmuch as reafonable men doe excell all other 
creatures by the gyft of Reafon, fo much excelleth a learned man 
®any other, through the polilliing and adorning of Reafon by thefe 
Scyences 
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Of my fayth, I am glad it was my chaunce to haue you in my Knight, 
company at this time, for of a wile man a man may alwayes leame. 

But mee thought yee fayde lately to my neighbour the Capper, that 
wee Ihould haue learned men few ynough within a while, if tho; 
world did continue. What ment yee thereby, and what Ihould be /Ae 
caufe thereof? 

I {hewed you all ready one great caufe of the fame j that was. Doctor, 
where I Ihewed you that moft men were of that opinion, that they 
thought learning ynough to write &: reader another caufe is, that Why teaming 
they fee no preferment ordered for learned men, nor yet any honour ^ 
or elhmation geuen them, like as hath bene in time pafl. But rather 
the contrary, the more learned, the more troubles, ioifes, &: vexations 
they come vnto. 

God forbid ! How fo ? Knight 

Mary! haue you not feene how many learned men haue bene put Doctor, 
to trouble of late, within this xx. or xxx. yeares, & all for declaring 
their opinions in thinges that haue ryfen in controuerfie } haue you 
not knowne when one Opinion hath bene fet forth, and who fo 
euer fayd againll that were put to trouble ^ and Ihortly after, when 
the contrary opinion was furthered and fet forth, were not the other 
that profpered before, put to trouble, for faying their mindes againlt 
this latter opinion ? & fo neither of both parties efcaped, but ey ther lirif 
or lad: hee came to bee hit, of whether {ide foeuer hee were, except it 
were fome weatherwife fellowes, that coulde chaunge their opinions 
as the more & dronger part did chaunge theirs^ and wiiat were they 
that came to thefe troubles ? the dngulared fellowes of both parties ^ 
for there came no other to the concertacion of thefe things, hut fuch, 
who feeing in deede of honour and preferment, dithonour and hin- 
deraunce, recompenfed for a reward of ^learning j will any either £iFoi. n] 
put his childe to that fcience that may bring him no better fruite than 
this ? or, what fcholer ihall haue any courrage to^ dudy to come to co] 

that ende ? the rarity of fcholers and folitude of the Uniuerfities doe 
declare this to be truer then any man with {peach can declare. 

Then, I perceaue euery man findeth himfelfe greeued at this time, Mardiatwt. 
& no man goeth cleare, as farre as I can perceaue. The Gentleman, 
that hee cannot lyue on his Landes onely, as his father did before 5 Tbateacry 

. r- 111" -It r> State fiadeth 

tie Arumcers cannot fet fo many a worke, by reafoii all maner of Mmseife gree- 
ned. 
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vidayle is io deere 5 the Hutbandman, by reafon his Lande is deerer 
rented then before 5 then we that bee Merchaunts pay much deerer 
for euery thing that commeth ouer fea 3 which great derth (I fpeake 
in co/Tzparifon of former times) hath bene alwayes, in a maner, at a 
ftay, euer after that bafenelTe of our Engliih Coyne, which happened 
io the later yeares of Kyng Henry the eyght. 

I doubt not, but if any forte of men haue licked themfelues 
whole, yee bee the fame 5 for what oddes fo euer there happen to 
bee in exchaunge of thinges, yee that bee Marchaunts can efpy it 
draight , for example, becaufe yee touched fomewhat of that Coyne, 
as foone as euer yee perceiue the price of that enliaunffed, yee by and 
by what was to bee wonne therein beyonde fea 5 raked all the olde 
Coyne for the moft parte in the Realme, and founde the meanes to 
haue it caryed ouer, fo as Title was lefte beehinde within this Realme of 
fuch olde Coyne in a very fliorte fpace, which, in my Opynion/ is a 
great caufe of this dearth that hath bene iince of all things. 

How can that be? what maketh it to the matter what forte of 
Coyne we haue among our felues, fo it be currant from one hand to 
another, yea, if it were made of Leather ? 

Yea, fo men commonly fay, but the truth is contrary, as not onely 
I collide proue by common reafon, but alfo the ^proofe & experience 
hath already declared the fame 5 but nowe wee doe not reafon of the 
caufes of thefe griefes, but what Rates of men bee grieued in deede by 
this dearth of things 3 and albeit I heare euery man hnde him felfe 
grieued by it in one thinge or other, yet, conhdering that as many of 
them as haue wares to fell, doe enhaunfe as much in the pryce of 
thinges that they fell, as was enhaunfed before in the prices of things 
that they mufr buy j as the Marchauzzt, if hee buy deere, hee will fell 
deere againej fo thefe Artificers, as Cappers, Clothiers, Shomakers, 
and Farmers, haue refpedf large ynough in fellinge their wares to the 
price of vidtayle, Wooll, &: Iron, which they buy. I haue fene a Cap 
for xiiii, pezzee, as good as I can get now for ii. {hillings fixe pence : 
of cloth yee haue heard how the price is ryfen. Now, a payre of 
fliooes cofi: twelue pence, yet in my time I haue bought a better for 
fixe pence. Now, I can get neuer a horfe fiiooed vnder ten pence or 
twelue pence, where I haue alfo feene the common pryce was fixe 
pence. I cannot, therefore, vnderfiande that thefe men haue greatefi 
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greife by this common and vniuerfall dearth, but rather fuch as haue 

their Lyuinges and Stypendes rated at a certaynty, as, common Whatmenare 

_ , . , ^ r 11 • • moste pinched 

Laborers at eight pence a day, lourneymen ox all occupations, lerumg by this co7«mon 

n "T /-i Dearth, 

men to forty milings a yeare 3 and Gentlemen, whofe landes are fet 
out by them and their Aunceitors, either for lyues or for terme of 
yeares, fo as they cannot enhaunce the rentes thereof, though they 
would, and yet haue the pryce enhaunied to them of euery thing that 
they buye. Yea, the Prince, of whom wee fpeake nothing of all this That the 

Pnnce hath 

while, as Ihe hath molt of yearely Reuenewes, and that certayne, 10 moste losse by 

. this common 

fhould ihee haue mofte Ioffe by this dearth, and by the alteration Dearth. 

fpeciaily of the Coyne 3 for, like as a man that hath a great number of 

feruaunts vnder him, if he would grauTzt that they Ihould pay him 

pinnes weekely, where before they payde him pence, ^ I thinke he Fol. 12] 

fhould be mofl: loofer himfelfe 3 fo wee bee all but gatherers for the 

Prince, and of that which commeth to vs, wee haue but euery man a 

poore liuinge 3 the cleare gaynes co;«meth, for the molt part, to the 

Prince, now if her highnes doe take of vs the ouerplus of our gettinges 

in this bafe Coyne, I reporte me to you, wether that will go as farre 

as good Money in the Prouihon of neceffaries for her felfe and the 

Realme. I thinke plainely no, for though her grace might within 

this realme haue thinges at her owne price, as her grace cannot indeede 

without great grudge of her Maieffies fubie6ts3 yea, fince her Maiefty 

muff haue from beyonde the Seas many thinges neceffary, not onely 

for her graces houffiold, and Ornaments afwel of her perfon and 

family as of her horfevS, which percafe might bee by her Grace fome- what daunger 

what moderated 3 but aUb for the furniture of her warres, which by the^Reaime if 

no meanes can be fpared, as Armor of all kindes, Artillery, Ankers, should want 

Cables, Pitch, Tarre, Iron, Steele 3 (yea, I iudge farther) fome Hand- timeofneede. 

gunnes, Gunne poulder, and many other thinges, moe then I can 

recken, which her Grace fometimes doth buy from beyonde the 

Seas, at the prices that the ffraungers will fet them at. I paffe ouer 

the enhaunfment of the charges of her Graces houlhoulde, which 

is common to her Grace with all other noble men 3 therefore, (I 

fay,) her Maieffie ffiould haue moff Ioffe by this common dearth 

of all other 3 and not onely Ioffe, but daunger to the Realme and 

all her fubiedts, if her Grace fhould want Treafure to purchafe 

the laide prouifion and neceffaries for warre, or to finde Souldiers 
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in time o£ neede, which palleth all the other priuate Ioffes that wee 
fpeake of. 

Wee heare fay that the Queenes Maieftyes mint maketh \^p her 
lofles that way, by the gaines which flie hath by the hlint an other 
w^ay; and if that be to Ihorte, fhee fapplieth that lacke by Subfidies 
and impofitions of her ^ Subiedts, fo as her Grace can haue no lacke, fo 
ionge as her Subiedts haue It. 

Yee fay well there, 'fo long as the Subledts haue it,’ fo it is meete 
the Queene flioulde haue, as long as they haue it ^ but what, and they 
haue it notr for they cannot haue it when there is no Treafure left 
within the Realmej and as touchinge the Mint, I coumpte that profit 
much like, as if a man woulde take his woode vp by the rote to make 
the more profit thereof at one time, and euer after to lofe the profit 
that might growe thereof yearely 5 or to pull the wooll of his flieepe 
by the roote. And as for the Subfidies, howe can they be large when 
the Subiedls haue litle to departe with? & yet thai way of gatheringe 
treafure is not allwayes mofi: fafe for the Pr}mces fuerty,* and wee fee 
many times the profits of fuch Subfidies fpent in the appeafing of the 
people that are mooued to fedition, partely by occafion of the fame. 

No we that it was our chaunce to meete with fo wife a man as yee 
be, Maifter Dodtor, I would wee did go thorough with the whole 
difcourfe of this matter, & as hetherto wee haue enfearched the very 
fores and grieues that euery man feeleth, fo to try out the caufes of 
thenij and the caufes once knowne, the remedy of them might be 
foone apparent 5 and though we be not the men that can reforme 
them, yet percafe fome of vs may come in place where wee may 
aduertife other of the fame that might further and helpe forward the 
redrelfe of thefe thinges. 

A Gods name, I am content to befiowe this day to fatiffie your 
pleafurs, & though this ^cowmunication (percafe) Ihould doe no great 
good, yet it can doe no harme, I truft, nor offend no man, fith it is had 
betwene vs heere, a parte, and in good maner. 

No, what man Ihould be angry with him that were in an houfe, 
and efpied fome faulte in the Beames or Rasters of the fame, and 
would enfearch the default, & then certifie the good man of the houfe 
thereof, or fome other dwelling therein, afwell for his owne fauegarde 
as for others ? but, forafimuch as wee haue thus f arre proceeded, as to 
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the findiiige out of the griefes^ which, as farre as I perceaue, flandeth 

in thefe pojn^ts, (that is to fay) dearth of all things in comparifon of [Evils: dearth, 

enclosures, lack 

the former age, (though there be fcarfenes of nothinge), defolation of of work, ^ 

^ divisions in 

CouTztryes by Inclofures, defolation of to'v^mes for lacke of occupations *-eHgion.j 
and Craftes^ and diuilion of Opinions in matters of Religion, which 
haleth men to and fro, and maketh them contend one againft 
another. Now, let vs goe to the Garden rader the Vyne, where 
hauing a good, frelhe, and code fitting for vs in the fiiadow, there 
wee may proceede farther in this matter at leafure. And I will be- 
fpeake our Supper here with myne hofi, that wee may all fuppe to- 
gether. A Gods name ! (quoth euery one of the refi of the company), 
for wee are weary of fitting here fo long. And fo wee all departed 
to the Garden, 
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Hen we had walked vp and downe in 
the fayd Garden a prety whyle^ I thought long 
till I had heard more of the fayde Do6tors com- 
munication 5 for hee feemed to mee a very wife 
maw, not after ^Ae common fort of thefe Clarkes 

f 

which can talke nothing but of the faculty that 
they profelCe : as, if they be Deuines, of diuinity ^ Lawyers, of the lawe } 
& Philitions, of phificke onely 5 this man fpake very naturally of euery 
thinge, as a man vniuerfally feene, that had ioyned good learning with 
good witj and therefore I defired him and the reft of our faide com- 
panions, to reforte againe to the matter that wee left at, and firfi: 
to difcourfe & fearch out what lliould be the caufes of the faide 
common and vniuerfall dearth of all thinges (in cowparifon of the 
former age), faying to the Dodlor thus: 1 maruayle much, maifter 
Dodtor, what ihould be the caule of this dearth, feeing all thinges are 
(thankes bee to God) fo ple?7tifuil. There was neuer more plenty of 
Cattell thew there is nowe of all fortes ; and yet there is fcarfity of 
things which commonly make dearth. This is a maruaylous dearth, 
that in fuch plenty commeth, contrary to his kinde. 

Syr, it is (no doubt) a thinge to be mufed vpon, and worthy of In- 
quifitionj let mee heare euery one of your opinions, and than yee fhall 
heare myne. 

I thinke it is longe of you. Gentlemen, that this dearth ^ groweth, 
by reafon yee enhaunfe your lands to fuch a height, as men that line 
thereon mufl needes fell deare againe ^ or els they were neuer able to 
make their Rent. 
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And I fay it is long of you Hntbandmen, that wee are forced to 
rajiTe our Rents, by reafon wee mufl buy fo deare all thinges that wee 
haue of you, as Come, Cattell, Goofe, Pigge, Capon, Chiken, Butter 
and Egges. What thinge is there of all thefe but that yee fell it nowe 
dearer by the one halfe then yee did within thefe xxx. yeares ? Can- 
not you. Neighbour, remember, that within thefe xxx. yeres, I could 
in this towne buy the beR Pigge or Goofe that I could lay my hand 
on for foure pence, which now coReth twelue pence j a good Capon 
for threepence or fourpence, a Chiken for i.d., a Hen for ii.d., which 
now coReth mee double & triple the money ? it is likewife in greater 
ware, as Biefe & MuttoTZ. 

I graunt that : but I fay you & your forte, men of landes, are the 
RrR caufe heereof, by reafon you rayfe your landes. 

Well, if yee and your forte will agree thereto, t/iat fhalbee holpenj 
vndertake that you & your forte will fell all thinges at the price yee 
did xxx. yeares agoe, & I doubt not to bringe ail Gentlemen to lette 
vnto you their landes at ^Ae rent they went at xxx. yeares paRj and 
that the fault is more in you that bee Hutbandmen, then in vs that bee 
Gentlemen, it appeareth by this, — all the landes of the Realme are not 
enhaunfed, for fome haue takings therein, as Leafes, or Copies not yet 
expyred, which cannot bee enhaunfed though ^Ae owners would j and* 
fome Noblemen and Gentlemen there bee, that when their landes be 
at their dilpofition, yet they will enhaunce nothing aboue the olde 
rent, fo as a greate parte of the landes of the Realme Rand yet at the 
olde rent 5 and yet neuertheleffe there is none of your forte at all, but 
felleth all things they haue, dearer then they were wont to doe by ^Ae 
one halfe. And yet thefe Gentlemezz that doe enhaunfe their rentes, 
doe not enhaunfe it generally to the ^double 5 though I confelTe that 
fome of vs that had landes either gieuen vs by the Kings highneRe, 
iAat belonged heretofore to Abbeyes and Priories, and were neuer 
Rirueyed to the vttermoR before, or otherwife defcended to vs, haue 
enhaunfed any of them aboue the old rent, yet all iAat amounteth not 
to halfe the landes of the Realme. 

How fay yee ? hee fayeth well to you nowe j will yee fell your 
wares as yee were wont to doe ? and hee will let you haue his lande 
at the rent yee were accuRomed to haue it. When the hufbandman 
had pawfed a while, hee fayd : 
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If I liad the price of euery thing that I miift pay for behdes 1 Ike- 
wife brought downe^ I could be content ; els not. 

What thinges bee thofe ? 

Ivlary, Iron for my Plough^ Harrowes, and Cartes 5 tarre for our 
Iheepe 5 fhooes^ cappes, linnen & wollen cloth for my meany, which 
if I fliould buy^ neuerthelelTe^ as deare as I doe nowe, and yet fell my 
wares good cheape, though my rent were thereafter abated, except the 
other thinges aforefayd might bee abated in pryce together, I could 
neuer lyue. 

Then I perceaue yee muh: haue the pryce of other things qualified, 
as well as the rent of your land, ere yee can aford your ware good 
cheape. 

Yea, (but fir) I thinke if the lande were brought downe, that the 
pryce of all thinges would fall withall. 

Graunt that all the Landlords in this realme woulde with one 
afient agree, that theyx landes fhould bee in theyr Tenaunts handes, at 
like rent as they were at xxx. yeares agoe 5 yee fayd afore yee coulde 
not yet fell your wares as good cheape as yee might xx. yeares pafl, be- 
caufe of the pryce that is rayfed in other thinges that yee mufi: buy 5 
and if ye would fay that thofe men Ihould be driuen againe to fell 
thofe wares that yee buy, fixfl better cheape, and then yee will fell 
yours thereafter, I pray you, how might they ^ be compelled to doe 
fo? they be firaungers, and not within obedience of our foueraigne 
Lady, that doe fell fuch wares, as Iron, Tarre, Flaxe, and other } then 
confider mee, if yee cannot fo compeU them, whether it were ex- 
pedient for vs to fuller firaungers to fell all their commodities deere, & 
wee ours good cheapen if it were fo, than it were a greate enryching of 
other countreyes, and impouerifhinge of our ownej for they fhould 
haue much Treafure for theirs, and haue our commodities from vs for 
a very litle 5 except yee could deuife to make one pryce of our com- 
modities among our felues, and another outwardes, which I cannot fee 
how it may bee ? 

Nay, I will make my Neighbour heere another reafonable offer, 
if hee refufe this : let my Tenauntes rent bee increafed as your pay- 
ment is increafed after the rate, and yet I am contented. 

What meane yee by that > 

I meane this : yee fell that yee were wont to fell a foretime for 
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XX. groates^ now for xxx. j let my rent bee increafed after that propor- 
tion and rate, that is, for euery xx. groates of olde rente, x. ihillinges, 
and fo as the pryce of your wares rifethj and yet I doe but keepe my 
land at the olde flent. 

My barga3Tie was to pay for my holde but vi. poundes xiii. lliil- 
linges iiii.d. of yearly rent, and I pay that truelyj yee can require no 
more of mee. 

I cannot much fay agaynll that j but yet I perceaue I Ihallbe flill 
a lofer by that bargayne, though I cannot tell the reafon why 5 but 
I perceiue yee fell dearer, that yee liue on, and I good cheape that 
which is my lining 5 helpe mee, mayfler Do6ter, I pray you, for the 
Hulbandman driueth mee to the Wall. 

Mary, but mee thinketh, touching the matter yee did reafon 
of, you draue him to his fhiftes 5 that is, to confeffe that this dearth 
rifeth not at your hand. And, though hee doe de^fend him felfe for 
his paymente to you by a colour of lawe, yet hee feemeth to coTjfeife 
thus much, that the lawe compelleth you to take litle for your land, 
& that there is no lawe to reflrayne him, but hee may fell his wares as 
deere as he lilleth. It is enough for your purpofe, that yee tooke in 
hand to proue that this dearth rofe not firft at your handej but, 
whether (the pryces of thinges increaling as they doe) it were reafon 
yee did rajde your wares (which is your lande), or to bee payde after 
the olde rate when yee did fette your land ^ if yee bee compelled to 
pay for your prouihon after the newe rate, wee will talke of that here- 
after^ or, let that bee confidered of other wife men; but now let vs 
fee, if the Hufbandman were forced to fell his thinges good cheape, 
whether all thinges fhould bee well then. Our Englifiie Cojme being 
fuppofed to be bale, and of no fuch eftimation in other countreies as 
within our owne Realme, (as for the molt parte it hath beene) before 
that it was reltored by our noble Prince, w^hich now raygneth ; put 
the cafe this, that this hulbandman Hiould bee cowzmaunded to fell his 
wheate at viii.d. the bulhell. Rye at vi.d.. Barely at iiii.d., his pig and 
goofe at iiii.d., his capon at iiii.d., his Henne at i.d. ob.; his Wooll at 
a marke the Todde ; Biefes and Muttons after the olde pryces in time 
pall haue beene; hee hath then enough to pay his Landlord, as hee had 
in time paR ; his Landlord agayne hath as much rent as hee was wonte 
to haue ; and the fame when the price is fo fet, will goe as far for the 
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layd wares, whereof tht pryces be thus fet as fo much of olde Coine, 
paide after the olde wont would haue done ^ all this is yet well^ heere is 
yet neither Lord nor Tenaunte grieued 3 well, let us goe farther : The 
Hufbandman mud: buy Iron, Salt, Tarre, Pitch 3 and fuppofe hee 
fhould bee alfo forced to reare vp Flaxe on his owne, and that pryces 
of cloth, both Linnen, & Woollen, & Leather, were fet after the rate. 
[I Foi i63 The Gentleman mud buy Wynes, Spyces, SiPkes, Armour, GlaiTe to 
could foreign | his hoofe withall ; Iron alfo for Tooles, Weapones, and other 
windows, &c.» inftruments neceffary, as Salt, Oyles, & many other diuerfe thinges, 
more then I can recken without fumme 3 whereof they may in no 
wife want, as Iron & Salt, for of that which is within the realme of 
both, is not halfe fufficient for the fame 3 Oyles, Tarre, Pitch, and 
Eozyn, whereof wee haue none at all 3 and without fome other of the 
faid commodities wee could liue but grofly and Barbarouily, as with- 
out Wynes, Spyces, & Silkes, thefe mud be brought from heyonde the 

be bought at geas : lliall wee buy them as good cheape after the rate ? A man 
like low prices?] ® 

would thinke yes 3 for when fhaungers fhould fee that with lefie 

money then they were wont to take for thefe wares, they may buy as 

much of the commodities of this realme as they were wont afore with 

more money, they will bee content to take the leffe money when it 

goeth as farre as the more went before, and fo fell their wares as good 

cheape 3 (as for an example) if they fell now a yard of Veluet for xx.s. 

or xxii.s., and pay that for a Todde of Wooll, were it not as good for 

them then to fell their Veluet at a marke a yard, fo they had a Todde 

of Wooll for a marke ? 

Kniglite. I would thinke fo, for ’thereby hee fhould be at no more Ioffe 

then hee is now. And fo the like reafon may feme for IroTz, Wynes, 
Salt, Spice, Oyles, Pitch, Tarre, Flaxe, Waxe, and all other outwarde 
commodities. 

Doctor. If I fhould afke you this quefllon, whether they fhould bee com- 

pelled by a lawe to fell theyr wares fo or no, what could yee fay ? 
KnigM. It maketh no matter whether it were fo or no 3 & I think they 

cannot, becaufe they be out of the Princes Dominion, and at liberty 
whether they will bring any thing to vs or no 3 but feeinge they may 
haue all thinges heere, as good cheape at that price they fell for leffe 
money, as they had before for the greater price, they will willingly 
bring their wares and fell them^fb. 
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^ Thereof I doubts vpon the former fuppofition of our bafe Coyne 5 
for I thinke they would fell Itill at the highell as they doe now 5 or 
bring nothinge at all to vs. For yee muft vnderftawd they come not 
alwayes for our commodities, but fometimes to fell theirs heere, know- 
ing it heere to be bed: vendible, and to buy in other countreyes other 
commodities, where the fame is bed cheapen and fome times to fell in 
one parte of the Realme their wares that bee there mod defired, and 
to goe to fome other parte of the realme, for the commodities that 
be there mod abundaunt and bed cheape, or partly of our Countrey & 
paitly of another 5 and for that purpofe Coyne vniuerfally currant is 
mod commodious, Ipecially if they enteTzd to bedowe it in any other 
place, theTz where they were vnladen of their marchauwdize. Now, if 
our coyne were not fo alowed in other places as it is heere, the drauTzger 
iliould be at greater lodes if he diould take our coyne for his wares, fo 
as he had leaner bring his wares to other places where hee might 
haue Coyne currant in all places for it, that he might bedowe when 
and where he lid. If they would looke but for our wares for theirs, 
thinke yee that they would not dudy to bring vs fuch wares or duffe 
as diould be bed cheape with them and mod deare with vs. 

Yea, no doubt that is the policy of all Marchaunts. 

What duffe is that, trowe you ? 

Mary, Glades of all fortes, paynted Clothes, & Papers, Orenges, 
Pippens, Cherries, perfumed Gloues, and fuch like trydes. 

Yee fay well, they will percafe attempt vs with fuch & fuch 
thinges as are good cheape with them ; it codeth but their labours 
onely, and their peoples, which els fhould be idle^ yet thefe thinges be 
fome what after the price in other places vendible as well as heere. 
But when wee feele the lacke of Iron, Steele, Salt, Hempe, Flaxe, 
and fuch other, fuch light wares as yee fpeake of will not be de- 
fired heere, ^but reieded, and thefe other looked for. what other 
things els will they bring, trow^e you ? 

Percafe yee meane Silkes, Wynes, and Spyces? 

No, not that, for thofe bee in good price els where. 

What, then, diould they haue to vtter to vs, that is bed cheape with 
them and deered with vs ? 

Brade, for it fhould go wztA them but for Braffe in dede, 
and therefore good cheape, and heere with vs a great part for 
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Siluer, and therefore deere with vs; and that they w^ould bringe 

vnto vs. 

How? in bralTe Pots, Panes, and other VelTel of BrafTe? 

Not fo; no man would take fuch Stuffe but for BraiTe in deede. 

How then ? ^ Then the Dodor tolde mee, that it was in Coyne 
made beyonde lea, like in all tbinges to our Co}me, which they 
brought ouer in heapes ; and when they fee that etleemed heere as 
iiluer, they bringe that for our commodities, as for our Woolles, felles, 
Chefe, Butter, Cloth, Tinne, and Ledde, which thing euery man will 
be glad to fell for the moft they can get^ and beinge offered of 
ffraungers more of our Coine then they may get within the countrey, 
they will fell them to ffraungers rather then vs, with whom the price 
IS fet j then flraungers may aforde Coine good cheape, for they 
make it them felues, and the StufFe is good cheape that they make it 
of, and fo they will geeue thereof for our fayde cowzmodities, as much 
as yee will afke. Then, though they made not fuch Coyne them- 
felues, yet, feeing they muff pay more for our wares, or els no ma/z 
would bring them to them, when hee may haue as much at home of 
his neighbours, the fbraungers muff needes haue a conlideration of that 
in the price of fayd outwarde marchauTzdize that they fell, Sc alfo 
holde them deerer. And thus by the one way they may exhaufle our 
cheife commodities, and gieue vs bralfe for them, where with wee 
cannot buy fuch ^ other like neceffary commodities againe as wee 
fhoulde want, if they were not plenty within our Realme. Much like 
the exchaunge that Homer fayeth Glaucus made with Diomedes^ when 
he gaue to his man his golden Harneffe for Brafen. But the other 
way they muff needes bee brought to fell theire wares deerer to vs, and 
then, if this hufbandeman and Gentleman, and fo all other within this 
realme, fhould be compelled to fell their thmges good cheape^ and yet 
buy all thinges deere that cometh frome beyonde the Sea, I cannot fee 
how they fhould longe profper 5 for I neuer knewe him that bought 
deere and fould good cheape, and vfe it any long fpace, to thriue. 

There may be fearchers made for fuch Coyners as yee fpeake of, 
comming in, and punifhments deuifed therefore 5 and for goinge forth 
of Vidtayles alfo, that none ffiall paffe this Realme. 

There may be no deuife imagined fo ffronge, but that yee may bee 
deceaued in both thofe points, as well in fuch coyne ^rought in as in 



of English pollicy. 39 

viftailes caried forth; for many heades will deuife many wayes to 
get any thinge by j & tbougli wee bee enuyroned with a good Poole, 
(that is, the Sea,) yet there is to many Poftems of it to gett out and in, 
vnwares of the maifter. Whofoeuer hath but a prety houfe, with any 
Family of his owne, and but one Gate to go forth and come in at, 
and the maifter of the houfe neuer fo attentiue, yet fomewhat lhalbe 
purloined forth j much more out of fuch a large Realme as this is, 
hauinge fo many wayes and Poftems to goe forth at *and come in. And 
yet if ftraungers Ihoulde bee content to take but our wares for theirs, 
what fhoulde let them to aduaunce Me prices of theire wares, though 
cures were good cheape vnto them^ and then fhall wee be Rill lofers, 
and they at the winning hand with vs, while they fell deere and buy 
good cheape, and confequently enrych themfelues and impoueriflie 
vs. Yet had I leaner aduauTzce our Gvares in price as they aduaunce 
theirs (as wee nowe doe), thoughe fome bee loofers thereby 5 but yet 
not fo many as Ihould bee the other waye. And yet, what bufinelTe 
llioulde there bee in making of prices of euery tride? for fo it woulde 
bee, if the price of any one thinge bee abated by commaundemente 5 
and therfore I cannot perceaue that it maye bee remedied by either 
of you both (I meane you, Gentleman, &: you good hufbandman) 5 for 
if it rofe at either of your hands, fo it might be remedied likewife at 
the fame, by releadng the thing againe at either of your handes that 
was the caufe of this dearth. But if either you iliould releafe your 
rente, or you the price of your Vidayle to the olde rate, yet that coulde 
not compell Rraungers to bringe downe the price of theirs, as I haue 
faydej and fo longe as their commodities be deere, it were neither 
expedient, nor yet could yee (though yee woulde) make your com- 
modities good cheape (except yee can deuife a w^aye how to Hue 
without them & they with out you), \vhich I thinke impoffible, or 
elfe to vfe exchaung of ware, for ware without Co5me (as it was be- 
fore Coyne was founde), as I reade in the time of Homer it was, and 
alfo the Ciuile lawe doth afErme the fame, which were ver}’* comber- 
fome, and wonld require much cariage of ware vp and downe, where 
nowe, by the beniht of Coyne, a man may by thofe tokens fetch the 
wares that hee lacketh a far of, without great trouble of cariadge^ and 
hard were it readily to finde all wares that the one hath to pay the 
other, of equall value. 
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if neither the gentleman, nor I may remedy this matter, at wofe 
hands lieth it to bee holpen then ? 

I will tell my mjmde therein herafter 5 but firfr let vs boulte out 
the caufe of this Dearth. And therefore let mee learne what other 
thing ihould be the caufe thereof. 

Mary! thefe Inc[l]ofures and great Failures are a great caufe of the 
fame, Whereby men do turne the erable iande, ^beinge a lining for 
diuerfe poore men before time, nowe to one mans hand ; and where 
both Come of all forte, and alfo cattell of all kinds were reared afore- 
time, now there is nothing but onely fheepe. And in fteede of C. or 
CC. perfons that had their lining thereon, now bee there but three or 
foure Sheepherds, and the Maiiler onely, that hath a lining thereof. 

Yee touch a matter that is much to be coniidered, albeit I take not 
that to bee onely the caufe of this dearth at this time^ but this I thinke 
in my minde, that if that kinde of inclof ng doe afmuch increafe in 
XXX, yeares to come as it hath done in xxx. yeares pall, it may come 
to the great defolation and weaking of the llrenght of this realme, 
which is more to be feared the« dearth, & I thinke it to bee the mofl 
occafion of any thinge yee fpake yet, of thefe wilde Sc vnhappy vp- 
rores that hath bene among vs 5 for byreafon of thefe Inclofures many 
Subiedtes haue no Grounde to line vppon, as they had before time, 
and occupations be not alwayes fet a worke all a like, and therefore the 
people Hill increaiinge, and their linings diminilhing, it mull nedes 
come to palTe that a great part of the people llialbe idle and lacke 
iiuinge, for hu;2ger is a bitter thing to beare. Wherefore they mull 
needes, whan they laeke, murmur agayne them that haue ple?2ty, and 
fo llirre thefe tumultes. 

Experience Ihould feeme to prone playnely, that Inclofures Ihould 
bee profitable and not hurtfull to the common weak] for we fee 
the country es where moll Inclofiers be, are moll wealthy, as Eflex, 
Kent, Northhamptonfhyre, &:c. And I haue hearde a Ciuilion once 
fay, that it was take/z for a Maxime in his lawe (this faying), ^that 
which is podTelTed of many in common, is negledled of all ’ ; & expe- 
rience fheweth that Tenaunts in common be not fo good hulbandes as 
when euery man hath his parte in feueralty 5 alfo, I haue heard fay, 
that in the moll countreyes beyonde the Sea, they ^knowe not what a 
common grounde meaneth. 
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I meane not of all Incloliires^ nor yet all commins, bot onely of Doctor, 
fuch Inclofiires as turnetli common & erable fields into pafture, and 
violent Inclofiires of commins without iufi: recompence of them that What kinds of 
haue right to commen therein 5 for if lande were feuerally enclofed, hurtfX ^ ^ 
to the intent to continewe hufbandry thereon, and euery man that 
hath right to commen had for his portion a piece of tJiQ fame to him- 
felfe inclofed, I thinke, no harme, but rather good, Ihould come there- 
of, if euery man did agree thereto 3 but yet it woulde not be fodaynely 
done, for there be many poore cottages in England, which hauing no [Poor, without 
lands of their own to line one, but their handy labour and fome re- 
frelhing vppon the fayde commens, which if they were fodaynely 
thrufi: out from that commodity, might make a greate tumulte and a 
diforder in the common weale,* and percafe alfo, if men were fuffred to 
inclofe their grounds vnder the pretence to keepe it jftill in tillage 
within a while after they woulde turne all to Pafiure, as wee fee they 
doe nowe, too fafi. 

If they finde more profit thereby then other wife, why fiiould they Khighte. 
not? 

I can tel why they Ihould not, wel ynough, for they may not pur- Doctor, 
chafe themfelues profit by that which may be hurtfull to others but ^fchls^pro- 
how to bring them that they would not fo doe, is al the matter 5 for fo SSy^L^proTta- 
long as they finde more profit by pafiure then by tillage, they will i^they^vse theT 
flill inclofe and tume erable land to paflures. {c^uoth the Knight) That 
well may be reltrained by lawes, if it were thought mofi: profitable for 
tht common weale, but all men doe not agree to that poynte. 

I wot well they doe not, and therefore it were hard to make a Doctor, 
lawe therein, fo many as haue profit by that matter refifting it. And 

if fuch a lawe were made, yet men, fhidying fi:ill of there mofi: profit, 
woulde defraud the lawe by one meane or other. 

I I haue heard oftentymes much reafoning in this matter, and fome, Knight, 
in maintenaunce of thefe Inclofiires, would make this reafon : euery 
m[a]n is a Member of the commonweale, & that which is profitable to 

one man may be profitable to another, if he would exercife the fame 
feate. Therefore, that which is profitable to mee, k fo to another, 
may be profitable to ail, and fo to the whole co 7 ?zmonweaIe. as a 
greate MafiTe of Treafiire confifieth of many pence, and one peney 
added to another, and fo to the thirde and fourth, &c., maketh vp a 



42 


Doctor. 


[Enclosures 
profit one man, 
hurt many.] 


Ejligllt 


Doctor. 


Euery commo- 
dity muste bee 
aduaunced so 
as it be not 
preiudiciall to 
other greater 
commodities. 


Knight 

[iFol. 2 o3 
Doctor. 


Knighte. 

Z>octor. 


[If all 

Sheep instead 
of good Men, 
England would 
be the prey of 
her foes.] 


A briefe Conceipt 

greate fomme ; fo doth each man added one to anothere make vp the 
whole body of a common weale. 

That reafon is good, adding fome what more to it : true it is, that 
that thing w^hich is profitable to each man by himfelfe, fo it be not 
preiud[i]cial to any other, is profitable to the whole commonweale, and 
not otherwife 5 or elfe ftealing or robbing, which percafe is profitable 
to fome men, were profitable to the commonweale, which no man 
will admit: but this feate of inciofinge is fo, that where it is profitable 
to one man, it is preiudiciall to many j therefore I thinke that reafon 
fiifiiciently aunfwered. 

Alfo, they will laye forth another Reafon, faying, that that which 
is our owne coTTzmodityes fiiould bee alwayes aduaunced as much as 
might be, and thefe Iheepes profit is one of the gTeatefi: commodities 
wee haue 5 therfore it ought to bee aduaunced as high as it may bee. 

I coulde aunfwere that argument with the like reafon as I did the 
other 3 true it is, we ought to aduaunce our owne commodity as 
much as wee can, fo it bee not to as much more the hinderaunce of 
our other commodities. Or elfe, where as the breede of Coneyes, 
Deere, and fuchlike, is a commodity of this Realme 5 yet, if wee 
fhoulde tume all our erable grounde to nourifiie that commodity, and 
giue vp the Plough, and all other commod[i]ties for it, it were a great 
folly. 

^They will fay agayne, that all Groundes bee not meete for Iheepe. 

It is a very ill Grounde, but either it ferueth to breed Iheepe or to 
feede them vppon 3 and if al that is meete either for the one [or other], 
were turned to the mayntenaunce of Sheepe, and none other thinge, 
where lhail wee haue our other commodities growe ? 

All cannot doe fo, though fome doe. 

What fiiould let them all to do that wicn they fee fome do ? yea, 
what fiiould better encourage them thereto, then to fe them that do it 
be come notable riche men in fhort time by the doing thereof ? And 
then if euery man fiiould do fo, one following the example of another, 
what Ihould enfew thereof, but a meere folitude and vtter defolation 
of the whole realme, fumifhed onely with Sheepe and Sheepardes, 
in fiieed of good men, whereby it might be a pray to the enemyes that 
firfi: would fet vpon it ? for then the Iheepe Mayfiers & theire Sheep- 
herds could make no refifiaunce to the contrary. 
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Who can let them to make their mofl aduauntage of that which is Knight, 
their owne ? 

Yes, inary ! men may not vfe their owne thinges to the damage of Boctor. 
the commonweale j yet for all this that I fee, it is a thinge motl 
neceffary to bee prouided for, yet I cannot perceue it fhonlde bee the 
only caufe of this dearth, for this Inclofinge and greate graiinge, if it 
were occalion of that dearth of any thing, it mnfte bee of Come No man may 

abuse his own 

cheiny, and nowe thefe many yeares pall we had Come good cheape things to the 
inough. And the dearth that was then moft, was of cattelL as Biefes common 

^ weaie. 

and Muttons^ and the broode of thefe are rather increafed then dimin- 
ifhed by Paflures and inclohnges. 

Why Hiould men be then fo much offended with thefe Inclofiires } Knigbte. 
Yes, & not without great caufe, for thoughe thefe many yeares paft. Doctor, 
through the great bounty of God, we haue had ^ much plenty of FoL 20, back} 
Come whereby it hath beene good cheape, one Acer bearinge as much 
Come as two moft commonly were wont to do, — yet if thefe yeares 
had chaunfed to be but meanely fruitfull of Come, (no doubt) we 
ihould haue had a great dearth of Come, as wee had of other thinges. aion« stopt 

° undoing of 

And then it had bene, in a maner, an vndoing of the poore Commens. 

And if hereafter there ftioulde chaunce any barren yeares of Come to 
fall, wee ihould bee aftiiered to finde as greate extremity in the price of 
Come, from that it was wont to bee, as we finde now in the prices of 
other vidtayle. And Ipecially if wee haue not ynough to feme within 
the Realme, which may happen hereafter, more likely then in time paft, 
by reaibn that there is much lande fince turned to pafture j for euery 
man will feeke where moft aduauntage is, & they fee there is moft 
aduauTZtage in grafing and breeding then in huibandry and tillage, by 
a great deale. And fo longe as it is fo, the Pafture ihall euer incroch 
vpon tillage, for all the lawes that euer can be made to the contrary. 

And how thinke yee that this might be remedied, then? Kniglit. 

To make the profit of the plough to be as good, rate for rate, as /doctor, 
the profit of the Grafier and ftieepe maifter is. 

How coulde that be done ? Knightc. 

Mary, I coniedhire two manner of wayes, but I feare me the Doctor, 
demies fhall feeme at the firft bluih fo dilblealaunt vnto you, ere yee Kow inciosi- 

^ 'f J ei-s may be re- 

confider it throughly, that yee will reiedl them ere yee examyne them-, 

for we talke now to haue things good cheape 5 and then if I Ihould of lawss. 
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menclon a meane iAat fliould make feme thinges deerer for the time, 
I fhoulde bee anon reieSed, as a man that fpake againft euery mans 
purpofe. 

Yet, fay your minde and fpare not, and though your reafon at the 
firii: feeme vnreafonable, yet we will heare whether yee can bring it 
to any reafonable ende. 

Remember what we haue in hand to treate of, not how the prices 
of thinges onely may bee broughte downe^ bat ^how thefe Inclofures 
may bee broken vp, and hulbandry more vfed j of the prices of thinges 
we ihall fpeake heere after. [Kn.] Wee wil remember well that. 

What maketh men to multiply paftures & Inclofures gladly ? 

Mary, the profit that groweth thereby. 

It is very true, and none other thinge. Then finde the meanes to 
doe one of thefe two thjnges that I fhall tell you. And yee fhall make 
them as glad to exercife tillage as they doe no we Pafiures. 

What be thofe two thinges ? 

Mary, either make as litle gaynes to growe by tht Failures as 
there groweth by thQ tillage. Or els make that there may growe as 
much profit by tillage as did before by the Failures, and then I 
doubt not but tillage lhall be afwell cherilhed of euery man as 
Pafhire. 

And how may that be done ? 

Mary, the lirll way is to make the wooll to be of as bafe pryce to 
the breeders thereof as the Come is ; and that lhallbe, if yee make a 
like reffaraint of it for palling ouer Sea, vn wrought, as yee make of 
Come 3 another, is to increafe the cullome of Wooll that palfeth ouer 
vnwrought. And by that the price of it lhalbe abated to the breeders, 
and yet the price ouer Sea lhal be neuer the lefie 3 but, that which is 
increafed in the price thereof on fixaungers, lhall come to the Queenes 
highnefie, which is as profitable to the Realme as though it came to 
the breeders, and might relieue them of other fublidies. Thus farre 
as touchinge the bringing downe of the price of Woolles3 now to 
the inhaunfinge of the price of come, to be as good to the hulband- 
man as wooll Ihould be 3 and that might be brought to palTe if yee wil 
let it haue as free pafiage ouer Sea at all times, as yee haue now for 
Wooll. 

By the firll two wayes, men woulde fend lefie wooll ouer fea then 
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they doe nowe^ and by that way the Queenes ^cnftome fhould be 
dyminifhed j by yonr latter way, the pryce of Come fhould be much 
enhaunfed, wherewith men would be much grieued. 

I wot wel it would bee deere at the firft, but if I can perfwade 
you that it were reafonable, it were fo ^ and that the fame could bee 
no hinderaunce to the Realme vniuerfally, but greater profit to the 
fame, then I thinke ye would be content it fiioulde be fo j and as 
touchinge the Queenes cufiome, I will fpeake afterwarde. 

I graunt, if yee could thewe me that. 

I will aifay it, albeit the matter be fomewhat intricate 5 and, as I 
fhewed you before, at the firfi: vew would dilpleafe many j for they 
would fay, ^ woulde yee make Come deerer then it is, haue wee not dearth 
enough els with out that ? Nay, I pray you finde the meanes to haue 
it better cheape, if it may bee, it is deare enough already and fuch other 
like reafons would bee fayd. But now let the hufbandman anfwere 
fuch againe; ^Haue not you Graders rayfed the price of your AVoolles 
and Felles ? and you MarchauTztmen, Clothiers, and Cappers, rayfed 
the price of your marchaundize and wares, ouer it was wont to bee in 
manner double ? Is it not as good reafon, then, that wee Ihould raife 
the price of our Come? what reafon is it you fhould bee at large, and 
we fhould be refirayned? E}i:her let vs all be refixayned together, or els 
let vs bee all at like liberty. Ye may fell your Wooll ouer Sea, your 
Felles, your Tallow, your Cheeie, your Butter, and your Leather, 
(which ryfeth all by grafing) at your pleafure, and for the deerefl 
peny yee can get for it 5 and wee fhall not fell out our Come, except it 
bee at x d. the bufhel, or vnder, that is as much to fay, as wee that be 
hufband men fhall not fell our ware, except it be for nothing, or for fo 
litle as wee fliall not be able to line thereon.’ Thinke you if the huf- 
bandman here had fpoke thefe wordes, that he did not fpeake them 
fomewhat ^reafonable? 

I thanke you with all my hart, for ye haue fpoken in the matter 
more then I could doe my felfe, and yet nothing but that is mod: true. 
Wee felt the harme, but wee wifi: not what was the caufe therof 5 
many of vs fawe well longe agoe, that our profite was but fmall by 
the Plough, & therefore diuerfe of my Neighbours, that had in time 
pafh fome two, fome three, feme four Ploughs of their owne, haue 
layde downe, fome of them part, and fome of them all their Teemes ; 
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and ttirned either part or all their erable ground to Paiture, and there 
by haue waxed very riche men. And euery day fome of vs inclofeth 
fome part of his ground to Pafture j and were it not that our grounde 
lyeth in lAe common fieldes, entermingled one with another, I thinke 
alfo our iieldes had bene enclofed, of common agreement of all the 
towneihip, ionge or this time. And to fay l/ie very truth, I, that haue 
enclofed litie or nothing of my grounde, coulde neuer be able to make 
vp my Lords rent, were it not for a litie herd that T haue of Neate, 
fheepe, fwjme, geefe, and Hennes, that I do reare vpon my grounde 5 
Whereof, becaufe tAe price is fome what round, I make more cleare 
profit then I doe of all my come 5 & yet I haue but a very bare lining, 
by realbn that many thinges doe belong to hufbandry which bee now 
exCc]eedinge chargeable oner they were in time pafi. 

Though this reafon of maifier Dodtors here doth pleafe you well that 
be hufbandmen, yet it pleafeth vs that be artificers nothing at all, 
which buy mofi: both breade-come and malt-corne for our peny^ and 
whereas ye, maifter dodtor, fay, that it were as good reafon that the 
Hufbandman fhould reyfe the price of his come, and haue as free vent 
of the fame ouer fea, as we doe and haue of our wares, I cawnot 
greately deny 5 but that yet I fay that euery man hath neede of come, 
but they haue not fo much of other wares. 

^Therefore, the more neceffary that come is, the more be the men 
to be chearifhed that reareth it 5 for if they fee there bee not fo much 
profit in vfinge the plough as they fee in other feates, thinke ye not 
that they will leaue that trade, and fall to another ^Aat they fee more 
profitable ? As yee may perceiue by the doings of this honefi: mans 
neighbours, which haue turned there erable lande to pafiure, becaufe 
they lee more profit by palture then by tillage. Is it not an old fay- 
ing in Latin, Honos alit artes P that is to fay, profit or aduauncement 
nourifheth euery facultie 5 which fayng is fo true, that it is alowed by 
the common iudgement of al men. Wee mufi: vnderfiand alfo, that 
all thin ges that fhould bee done in a common Weale, bee not to be 
forced, or to be confbrayned by the ftraight penalties of the lawe, but 
fome fo, and fome either by allurement and rewardes rather. For 
what lawe can compell men to be indufixious in trauayle, or labour of 
body, or fhidious to leame any fcience or knowledge of the mynde ? 
to thefe thinges they may be well prouoked, encouraged, and allured; 
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if thej that be indutlrioas and pajnefuli, bee rewarded well for their That some 
painesj and bee fullered to take gaynes and wealth as rewardes of he allured by 

rewardes, and 

their laboures^ and fo iikewyie they that be learned, be aduaunced and some other 

. ^ / with straighte 

honoured accordinge to their forwardnes in Learning : euery man will payees forced, 

° ^ o y in a. common- 

then thidy, either to bee induilrious in bodely labour, or Ibidious in Weaie. 
thinges that pertaynes to knowledge. Take thefe rewards from them, 

& go about to co??^pell the7n by iawes thereto, what ma;z wil plough 

or digg the ground, or exercife any manuall art wherein is any paine ? 

or who will aduenture ouer feaes for any MarchaiiTzdife, or vfe any 

facultie wherein any perill or dauTzger fhould be, feing his reward 

lhalbe no more then has that fits flill ? But yee wil percafe au/zfwere 

me, that all their reward fhal not be take« away, but part of it. Yet 

then yee mufl grauTzt me, that as if all thefe rewardes were taken from 

them, all thefe faculties mufl ^decaie^ fo if part of that reward be min- »3l 

ifhed, the vfe of thefe faculties fhall minifh withall after the rate, and 

fo they fhal be the leffe occupied, the leffe they be rewarded &: 

efleemed. But now to our purpofe: I thinke it more neceffan'’ to Theiesseho-, 

nor or profit is 

deuife a meane how hufbandry maybe more occupied rather then geuento^y 
lefie 5 which I cannot perceiue how it may be brought to pafTe, but as lhalbe freque»- 
mezz do fe the more gaines therein, the gladder they wiU occupie that 
feate j and this to be true (that fome things in a common weale mufl 
be forced with paines, and fome by rewards allured) may appeare by 
that which the wife and politique fenatour Tu//^ wryteth : faying, Tullius in 
that it was the wordes of Solon^ which was one of the feuen wyfe men 
of Greece, and of thofe feuen the onely man that made lawes, that a ^ 

common weale was holden vp by two things chiefely, that is, by reward 
and payne ; of which words I gather, that men fhould be prouoked 
to do good deedes by rewardes and preferments ; and to abflaine from 
ill doinges by paines. Trowe you, if hufband men be not better 
chearyfhed or prouoked thezz they be to exercife the plough, but that 
in proceffe of time, fo many ploughes wil be layd downe, as I feare 
me there be all ready, that if one vnfruitefull yeare fhall happen 
amonge vs, as commonly doth once in feuen yeares, we fhould thezz 
mot onely haue dearth, but alfo fkarcenes of come, that we fhould be 
driuen to feeke it from outwarde parties, and pay deare for it. 

How would yee haue them better cheariihed to yfe the plough ? Knight. 

To let them haue more profit by it thezz they haue, & liberty to Doctor. 
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fell it at all times, k to all places as freely as men may do other things 5 
but then (no doubt) the price of come would rife, fpecially at the firfl, 
more then at length } yet ^/lat price would prouoke euerie man to 
fet tke plough in the grounde, to Till wafte gi'ounds, yea, & to turne 
the lands that is now enclofed for pafbire, to erable 5 for euery man 
will the gladder follow khat, wherein they fee the more gaines 5 and 
thereby mull nedes enfue, both greater plenty of come within the 
realme, and alfo much treafure Ihould be brought into the realme by 
reafon thereof j And, belides that, plenty of all other vidtuall en- 
creafed amonge vs. 

That would I faine heare you declare howe. 

Ye haue heard that by this free vent and fale of come, the huf- 
bandinans profit is aduaunced^ then it is Ihewed that euery man 
naturally will follow that wherein he fees profit enfue^ therefore 
men wil the gladder occupy hufbaTzdry ] & the more doe occupie huf- 
bandry, the more plenty of^Corne muH nedes bej And the more 
plenty of come there is, thereof the better cheape 5 And alfo the more 
will be fpared ouer that which fhall fuffice for the realme. And then, 
that may bee fpared in a good yeare, fhall bringe vs againe either 
come, or els the commodities of other countreis necelTary for vs. 
Then the more hufbandry there is occupied, the more vniuerfall 
breede fliould be of all vidluals of Neate, Sheepe, Swine, Geefe, 
Hezznes, Capons, & Chickens j for al thefe are reared much on come. 

If men fhoulde fell, when a good feafonable yeare is, all that is 
oiierplus when the Realme is ferued, what fhoulde wee doe if a barren 
yeare fhoulde happen, when no flore of come is left of the good yeare 
before ? 

Fjrfl, ye mufte confider that men will bee fure they will keepe 
inoughe to hnde themfelues within the realme, ere they fell any forth 
of the fame ; and hauing libertie to fell at their pleafure, doubte yee 
not but they had leuer fell their come two pence or three pence in a 
bufhell better cheape within the realme, then to bee at the charge of 
cariage, and perill of aduenture, in fending it ouer, and fell it dearer, 
except it be for much more gaines. And thus men beinge prouoked 
with Inker, wil keepe the more come, loking for a deare yeare in the 
countrey, whereby mull needes be great flore j ^and though they did 
not fo, but fhould fell ouer fea all that they might fpare ouer that 
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femes the realme when tlm yere is plentifullj yet, by reafon that 
through the meanes aforefaid moe Ploughes are fet aworke then 
would fuffice the Realme in a plentiful! yeare 5 if a fcarce yeare fhould 
fal after, the come of fo many ploughes as in a good yeare would be 
more then enough in an vnfruitefull yeare, at the leafte would be fuf- 
ficicTzt to finde the Realme 5 & fo lliould th^ Realme be ferued with 
enough of come in a fcarce yeare, &: in a plentiful yere no more then 
inough, which might be fold ouer for great treafure or greater co?n- 
moditiesj where now in a plentiful! yeare we feeke to haue but af- 
much as may fuffice the Realme. Then if a fcarfe yeare Ihould hap- 
pe?z, we muft needes lacke of our owne to feme, and ffiould be dryuen 
to buy from beyond the feaj and then, if they were as enuious as wee 
bee, might not they fay, when we requyred any come of them, (that 
feing they could get none from vs when we had plenty,) why Ihould 
they let vs haue any come when wee haue fcarf tie i Surely common 
reafon would that one region fhould helpe an other when it lackes 5 
and therefore God hath ordeyned that no countrey fhould haue all 
commodities j but that which one lackes, an other brings forth ^ & that 
that one countrey lacketh this yeare, another hath plenty thereof, 
commonly the fame yeare, to the intent men may knowe that they 
haue neede one of anothers helpe, & thereby lone and focietie to 
growe among all men the more, but here we would doe as though 
we had neede of no other countrey on earth, but to liue all of our 
feluesj & as though wee mighte make the market of all things as wee 
lift our felues. For though God is bountifull vnto vs, & fends vs 
many greate commodities, yet wee coulde not line without the com- 
modities of others. And, for example, of Iron and Sake, though wee 
haue competently thereof, yet wee haue * not the thirde parte to fuf- 
fice the Realme, and that can in no wife be fpared if yee wil occupy 
bufbandry 5 then tar, rozyn, pitch, Oyle, and fteele, wee haue none at 
all 5 and for Wynes, fpyces, lynnen cloth, filkes, & coloures, though 
we might liue indifFerently without the;?!, yet far fro??? any ciuility 
fhould it be, as I deny not but many things wee might haue heere 
fufficiently that wee buy now from beyond fea, and many things wee 
might fpare wholly 5 whereof, if time will ferae, I fhall talke more here 
after. But nowe to returne to the firff poynte I fpake of before : to 
bee one of the meanes to bring bufbandry vp, that is, by baling the 
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effimacion of wooll & felles. Though I take not that way to bee as 
good as the other, for I doe not allowe that meane that may bafe any 
of our commodities, except it bee for the inhaunfing of a better com- 
modity j but if both co7wmodities may bee inhaunfed together, as by 
the laft deuife I thinke they might be ^ I allowe that way better, 
neuerthelelTe, where as you (brother Mercer) fhewed afore, that either 
by reftrainiiig of wooll and other commodities, till they were equal 
within the Realme after the rate of the come, or inhau/zhng the cuf- 
tome of wooll and other the fayd commodities, till the price betide 
the cuftome of the fayd commodities were brought like to the come 
in proportion, the Quenes cuilome Ihoulde bee diminiflied j I 
thinke not fo, for the one way, as much as the Ihoulde haue for the 
more wooll at litle cuRome ventred ouer, fo much Riould we haue 
for the lelTe wooll at a greater cuftome ventred. And the other w^ay, 
as much as her Grace thould lofe by her cuftome of wooll, fo much 
or more fhould her grace winae by the cuftome of Clothes made 
within the realme. But one thing I doe note by this later deuife, 
w’hat, if they Ihould take place, we moft doe, that is, if wee keepe 
within vs much of our commodities, wee muR fpare many other 
things that we haue now Rom beyonde fea, for wee muR alwayes 
take heede that wee buy no more 'of Rraungers then we do fell them, 
for fo we Riould impouerifti our felues and enrich them. For bee 
were no good hulband that had no other yerely reuenewes but of his 
hulbandry to liue on, that would buy more in the market then he 
felles againe. And that is a pointe that wee might faue much by 
our treafure in this realme, if wee would. And I maruell no man 
takes heede to it 5 what number firft of trifles comes hether from 
beyond the fea that wee might either cleane fpare, or els make them 
within our realme, for the which wee either pay ineftimable trea- 
fure euery yere, or els exchaunge fubRantiall wares and neceflary 
for them, for the which we might receaue great treafure. Of the 
which fort I meane as well looking glafles as drinking, and alfo to 
glaze windowes, Dialles, Tables, Gardes, Balles, Puppettes, penners, 
Inkehornes, Toothepickes, Gloues, Kniues, Dagges, Owches, Brouches, 
Aggie ttes, Buttons of fllke & filuer. Earthen pots, Pinnes and Pointes, 
Hawkes belles, Paper both white and browne, and a thoufand like 
thinges that might either be cleane fpared, or els made within the 
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realme fufHcieiit for vs j and as for fome thinges, they make it of our 
owne commodities and fend it vs againe, whereby they fet their 
people a worke, and doe exhaude much treafure out of this Realme : 
as of our woll they make Clothes, Cappes, and Kerfeis ^ of our felles 
they make Spaniih fkins, Gloues, and Girdels^ of our Tinne, Salt- 
fellers, Spoones, and Dilhes j of our broken Linnen, clothes and 
ragges j Paper both white and browue. What Treafure (thinke yee) 
goes out of this Realme for euery of Thefe thiiiges ? and then for all 
together, it exceedes myne edimation. There is no man can be co;2- 
tented now with any other Gloues, then be made in Fraunce or in 
Spayne; nor Keriie, but it mud bee of Flaimders diej nor Cloth, but 
French or Fryfeadowe ■ nor Ouche, Brooch, or Agglet, but of Fenice 
making, or Milieu 5 nor Dagger, Swearde, ^Knite or Gyrdle, but of [i Foi. 25, back] 
fpanidi making, or fome outward countrey, no, not as much as a 
SpuiTe but that is fetched at the Millener. I haue heard within thefe 
xL yeares, wdien there were not of thefe Haberdadiers that felles 
dench or Millen Cappes, Glades, Kniues, Daggers, Swordes, Gyrdels, The encrease 
and fuch thinges, not a dofen in ail London 5 & now from the tower ers^l^mdSers 
to Wedminder alonge, euery dreate is full of them, and their dioppes vYoatt^bl^^^* 
glitter and Ihyne of Glailes as well drynking as looking j yea, ail 
maner of vedeil of the fame duffe, — paynted Crufes, gaye Daggers, [Glittering 
Knyues, Swordes, and Gyrdels 5 that it is able to make any tew?perate tempt buyers.] 
man to gafe on them and to buy fome what, though it ferue to no 
purpofe necedarie. What neede they beyonde fea to trauaile to Pe- 
rowe, or fuch farre countreies, or to trie out the fandes of the ryuers of 
Tagus in Spaine, paciolus in AJia, and Ganges in India, to get amonge How the strau«-< 
them after much labour fmall fparkes of gold 5 or to digge the deepe easyer way to 

get trcasixrc by 

bowels of the earth for the mine of Siluer or Golde, whe?z they ca?z thinges of no 

^ value, then by 

of vile claie not farre fought for, and of pryple^ dones and Feme rootes any mynes of 

^ I A gould or siluer, 

make good Golde and Siluer, more the« a great many of Siluer and [^pyhWe, 

, pebble.] 

Golde mines would make. I thinke not lo litle as a hundreth thon- 

fand poundes a yeare is fetched of our Treafure for thinges of no 

valure of themfelnes, but onely for the labours of the workers of the 

fame, which are fet a worke all on our charges. What grofnes of [What asses we 

wits be we of, that fe it, and differ fuch a continual fpoyl to be made S^'J^^year 

of our good and treafure by fuch meanes ! and fpccially that will fuf- 0 

fer our owne commodities to goe and fet draungers a worke, and then 
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to buy the/w againe at their handes j as of our Woll they make and 
die Kerhes^ Frifeadowes^ broade Clothes^ and Cappes beyonde fea^ & 
biyng them hether to bee folde againe j ’wherein I pray you note 
what they doe : they make vs pay at the ende for our owne ituffe 
againe. Yea, for the fb:au 72 gers cuflome, for their worke^manfbippe 
and colours, and laftely for the fecond cuflome in the retourne of the 
wares into the realme again 5 where as, by working the fame within 
the realme, our owne now ihould be fet a worke at the charges of 
Hraungers, the cuflome thould be borne all by flraungers to the 
Queene, &: the cleare gaines remaine within the Realme. 

If yee ponder fiicli thinges and other, which goeth ouer Sea yerely 
from vs for the fame, yee fpeake to litle by as much againe 3 but one 
tbinge I haue marked, that albeit it is true, that though flraungers buy 
their woll deare, & pay twife cuflome, that is, both at going out of 
the wooll, and when it retournes in clothes or cappes, yet the fame 
flialbe better cheape then that which is made wdthin the Realme, 
whereof that fhould come, I would faine knowe. 

Whether it come of our floth, or of our chargeable fare, or of our 
idlenes, which we Englifhmen vfe, percafe, more then other nations, 
I knowe not 3 yet it were better for vs to paie more to our owne 
Countreymen for thefe wares, then to flraungers leffe 3 for how litle 
gaines fo euer goeth ouer, it is lofl to vs cleare 3 but bow much fo euer 
the games is that goeth from one of vs to another, it is all faued with 
in the Realrae3 and a like reafon as you make now heere. Once a 
Eooke-feller made mee, when 1 afked him why we had not white and 
browne paper made within the realme, afwell as they had made be- 
yond the fea ? Then he aunfwered mee that there was paper made a 
while within the realme. At the lafl the man perceiued that made 
it, that he could not aforde his paper as good cheape as it came from 
beyond the fea, and fo he was forced to lay downe making of paper 5 
and no blame in the man, for men will geue neuer the more for his 
paper becaufe it was made here,* but I would eyther haue the paper 
Raied from comming in, or fo burdened with cuflome, that by that 
time it came hether, our men mighte aforde their paper better cheape 
then flraungers might do ^theires, the cuflomes confidered. 

There, ye fpeake a thinge that the Oueenes Atturney would not 
agree vnto 5 for if fuch ware were made within the realme, thew the 
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Qaeenes cuflome fliould be lelTe, by reafon that litle or no facli wares 
ihoald come from beyond the Sea. 

If the Queenes Attorney did regard as well the profit that fliould 
come after, as that which is prefent afore tht eyes, hee would agree 
to this well inough j for, by this meanes, ineflimable treafure ihould 
be faued within thQ realme 5 and then it could not growe to the profit 
of the fubieds • but it mufi: needes growe alfo to the profite of the 
Queene, for the wealth of the fubiedes is the profit of the Queene j 
and in mine opinion they doe not befi:e prouide for her Graces profite, 
that procureth onely a prefente commoditie, but rather that co;/2- 
modity that may longeft endure without griefe of her fubieds. 

You would haue a la we made, that no fuch ware fliould be brought 
from beyond the fea to be foulde heere, of fuch things as could be 
made heere as wel as there. 

Yea, forfooth ! fo would I wifhe. 

I was once in a Parlyament, when fuch a thinge was mooued, but 
onely for Cappes, that none made beyond fea fliould bee fould heere 
within the Eealme, and then it was aunfwered by a greate wife man, 
that it was to bee feared leafl it touched the league made betwene the 
Princes highiiefie & fome forraigne Prince 3 what thinke you, the/z, 
would haue bene faid, if yee would haue moued a lawe to be made of 
our wooll, our Tynne, our Led, and Hydes, beyond fea, fliould haue 
bene fould heere ? 

I cannot tell, whether that fliould touch the league or no, nor 
whether any fuch league be : but I fay to you, that I think it a mar- 
uaylous league that fhoulde let vs to make law^es to binde our owne 
fubieds, that might be profitable to them 3 ^ and if there were any 
fuch league, I had leaner it were broken then kept, which, being 
broken, fhoulde doe vs good, & being kept, fliould doe vs harme 3 and 
I fuppofe, that when w^ee enter any league, the fame is ment to be for 
our weale, and not for our hinderaunce3 wherefore, that league would 
not be efieemed that might hinder our common weale. 

What if they would make a like lawe beyonde the fea, that wares 
made within this realme fliould not bee foulde there, as they made of 
late, when wee deuifed a lawe that no W^mes fhoulde bee caried 
hether in ffcraungers bottomes. 

Yet, fhould they be enforced rather to diffolue their law then we 
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ours 5 for our fhiffe is neceffary for them ^//at is made here : as cloth. 
Leather, Beire, tallow, butter, cheefe, pewter veffel, &c. Theirs bee to 
vs, more to ferae plealhre then neceihly : as Tables, Gardes, perfumed 
Gloues, Glaffes, gaily Pots, Dyalls, Orenges, Pippens, and Cheries 5 
yee, their cliiefe commodities might be better Ipared of vs the?z re- 
tayned of them : as wynes, hikes, fpices, yron, and Salt. I would to 
God wee wodde folio we but the example of a poore Haueii towiie, 
£/mt I heard of it to do of late, heere in ^/le Marches of Walles, called 
Carmarthen, when there came a certayne Veifell thether out of Eng- 
land, all Laden with Appells, which aforetime was wont to brynge 
J:hem good come, the towne commaunded that nonne fhoulde buy the 
fayd Appells vpon a great payne, and fo the Bote ftoode fo long in the 
Plaueii without fale or vent, till tliQ Appells were putrified and loll. 
And when the owner demaunded of the Baylifle of the towne, why 
he had flayed his fale and vent ? the Baylilre aunfwered againe, that 
the fayd veffell came thether to fetch the bell wares they had in the 
countrey, as Fryzes, brode Clothes, &: wooll 3 and in fleede thereof hee 
fhould leaue the/?i in their countrey but appells, that fhould be fpent & 
wafted in lefTe then a weeke. And fayd, 'bring vnto ^vs come or 
malt as yee were wont to doe, whereof tlm countrey hath need, and 
yee fhall be welcome at all times, & yee fliali haue free vent and fale 
thereof in our Porte ’ : thinke yee that the cities of London, South- 
hampton, BriHowe, Cheller, and other moe, might they not learne a 
good lelfon of tliis poore Welch towne in this doing? Might not they 
fay, when fliippes full of Orrenges, Pippens, or Cheries come in, that 
if they would agayne take Pluwmes, Damozins, and flrawberries for 
them, they fhoulde haue free exchaunge ? and when they bring in 
Glaffes, Puppets, Rattles, and fuch like thinges, they fliould haue like 
trides for them, if any fuch were to hee had within this Realme, as 
there bee many 3 but if they come for our Woolles, for our Clothes, 
Kerfeyes, Come, Tinne, Ledde, yea, our Golde and filuer, and fuch 
fubflantiall and necelTary thinges, let them bring in againe Flax, 
Tarre, Gyles, Fyfhe, & fuch like. And not to vfe them as men doe 
litle Children, geue them an appeli for the befl lewell that they haue 
about them. And thus wee are empoueriflied of our treafure & cMefe 
commoditie, and cannot perceaue it 3 fuch is the finenefTe of fhraungers 
wits and the grofnes of ours 3 yet it were more tollerable if wee did 
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no more but chearillie their deuifes that be flrau7/gers j but we haue in 
times paft deuifed our felues many other wayes, to our owne im- 
pouerilhmenh and to exhauft our treafure. And now I mufl come to 
that thinge that you (brother Mercer) touched afore, which I take to 
be the chiefe caufe of all this dearth of thinges (in comparifon of 
former times) and of the manif[e]lf impouerifhinge of the Realme, 
and might in fliort time haue ben that deftrudtion of the fame, if it 
had not bene /Ae rather remedied, that is, the baling or rather the 
corrupting of our coyne & treafure ; whereby we deuifed a way for 
the ftraungers, not only to buy our Gold and liluer for bralTe, and to 
exhauft this realme of treafure , but alfo to buy our chiefe commodi- 
ties ^in maner for naught 5 yet it was thought this fliould haue beene 
a nieane, not onely to bryng our treafure home, but to bring much of 
theirs 3 but the experience playnly declared the contrary, fo that it 
were but a very Dullerdes parte now to be in any doubt thereof. 

Forfooth, and liich a Diillerd am I in deede, that I cannot per- 
ceaue what hinderance it Ihould be to the realme to haue this mettall 
more then that (for our Coyne), feeing the Coyne is but a token to 
goe from man to man, & when it is llricken wdth tht Princes feale to 
be currant, what maketh it the matter what mettall it be made of, 
yea, though it were but Leather or paper ? 

You fay but as mofl: fort of men doe fay, and yet they bee farre 
wide from the trueth, as men that doe not co 72 lider the thinge 
groimdly 3 for by that reafon God would neuer fend dearth among vs, 
but the Prince might quickely remetly it. As, if Come were at a 
Crowne a buihell, the Prince might prouide Crounes enowe for him 
felfe, and alfo his fubiedts, made of braife, to pay for the fame 3 and fo 
to make it as eafy for him and his fubiedtes to pay a Crowne of fuch 
mettall for a bufliell, as it fliould be for them now to pay a penny for 
the fame 3 and as the piyce of Come doth rife, the Prince might raife 
the eftimation of his coyne after the rate, and fo keepe the coyne al- 
wayes at one etlate in deede, though in name it fiiould feeme to rife. 
As for example, fuppofe Wheate this yeare to be at a grote a builiell, 
& the next yeare at two grotes, the Prince might caufe the grote to be 
called viii.d. 3 and if the bufhel rofe to xii.d. the bulhel, he might raife 
the eftate of the grote to xii.d. 3 and fo whether it were by making of 
coyne of other mettalles then be of ptyce receaued among all men, or 
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bj enliannling the price of the olde coyne made in mettalles of eltima- 
tion, the Prince might, if your reafon were true, keepe alwaies not 
onely come, but alfo all other vidtualls and neceifaries for ^mans life, 
alwayes at one price in deede, though in terme they ihould vary 3 but 
yee may fee dayly by experience the cozztrary hereunto, for whe/z 
God fendeth dearth either of come or of other things, there is neither 
Emperor nor King can help it, which they would gladly doe if they 
might, as well for their owne eafe as for their fubiedtes 3 and might 
foone doe it, if your reafon afore touched might take place 3 that is, 
if either they might make coyne of what elli mation they would, ot 
vile mettalls 3 or els enhaunce the value of coines made in mettalls of 
price, to what fuznme they would. Yet a man at the firfi: blufli 
woulde thinke that a Prince in his realme might doe this eafily, & 
make what coyne he would to be currant, and of what eilimation it 
pleafed him 3 but he that fo thiuketh marketh but the termes. Sc not 
the thinges that are vnderftanded by them, as if a man made no 
difference betwene vi. grotes that made an ownce of filuer, & xii. 
grotes that made in all but an ounce of Siluei) by the grote of the 
firft forte, the fixth parte of an ounce, and by a grote of the other 
forte is the twelfth part of an ownce of filuer vnderffanded 3 and fo 
there muff be as much diiference betwene the one grote k the other, 
as is betwene two and one, the whole thing & the halfe, though 
either of both be called but vnder one name, that is, a grote 3 we muff 
conhder, though gould k filuer be the mettals cozzzmonly wherein the 
coyne is flricken to be the tokens for exchamige of thinges betwene 
man and man, yet it is the wares that are necefiary for mans vfe, 
that are exchaunged indeede vnder the outward name of the coyne 3 
and it is the raritie & plenty of fuch wares that makes the price 
thereof hier or bafer. And becaufe it were very combrous and charge- 
able to cary fo much of the wares that we haue aboundance of, to ex- 
chaunge for the wares that we want, alwayes both for the weight of our 
wares, and alfo for that they could not be carried fo fame without perifh- 
ing of the fame, nor proporcioned fo euezz, as there fhould be always 
neither more or leffe brought of our wares thezz were equiualezzt wztA 
other wares that we receiue 3 therefore were the mettalles of gold k 
bluer deuifed as wares of litle weight, moft in value, &: leaft combrous 
to cary, and lead: fubie< 5 t to detriment or hurt in the cariage thereof 3 



57 


of English pollicy. 

And may be cut and deuided in moile pieces and portions, without any 
loiTe, to bee as the mean in Wares to exchaunge all other wares by. 
And if the thing were to be new deuifed, neceffity would caufe vs to 
deuife the fame way againe. For, put the cafe there were no vfe of 
money amoiige vs, but onely exchaunge of wares for wares, as fom- 
times I do read hath ben; we might at a time haue fuch plenty of 
things in our realme, as, for exa;72ple, of come, wolles, & Felles, 
Cheefe & Butter, and fuch other co7?zmodities, as were fufficient for 
vs ; and there fhoulde remaine with vs fuch great flore that wee could 
not fpend it in our needes, nor keepe it longe without periilung. Would 
not we be glad to exchaunge that abmzdance of thinges that could 
not abyde the longe keeping, for fuch wares that woulde abyde the 
keeping ? ’which we mighte exchaunge againe for fuch wares as I re- 
hearfed, or any other as neceifary, whe/z fcarlity of the fame fhould 
happen amonge vs. Yea, verely wee fhoulde fludy to haue in that 
exchaunge fuch wares as would go in leaf! romth, and continue 
Jongeft without perifhing, and be caried to and fro with lead: charge, 
& be mod: currant at all times and at all places. Is not Gold & Siluer^ 
the thinges that be mod: of that forte, I meane mod: of value, mod: 
light to be caried, longed: able to abide the keping, apted: to receiue 
any forme, marke, & mofte currant in all places. Sc mod eafely de- 
uided into many pieces without lode of the ftuffe ? In fome of thefe 
poynts I confede precious Stones do excel both Siluer Sc Gold, as in 
value or lightnede of cariage; but, then, they may not be deuided 
® without perifhing of the fubflaunce; nor put agayne together after 
they be once deuided, nor many of them abide fo many daungers 
without perifhing of the matter, nor yet receiue any marke or dampe 
eafely, nor be fo vniuerfally eftemed ; therefore they be not fo meete 
for Indruments of Exchaunge as Siluer and Golde be, or els they for 
their pieces and lyghtnede of cariage might be. And, becaufe Gold 
and Siluer haue all thefe commodities in them, they are chofen by 
common adent of the whole world, that is knowe ?2 to be of any ciuil- 
ity, to be indruments of exchaunge to meafure all things by, mod apte 
to be either caried far or kepte in dore to receiue for thinges, whereof 
we haue abundance, and to purchafe by them agayne other thinges 
which wee lacke, when and where we haue mod neede. As for ex- 
ample, if there were no coyne curra/zt, but exchaunge of thinges, as I 
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fayd fometime there was ; fet this cale, that a Man had as much come 
in one yere as he could not well Ipend in hys houfe in foure yeares 
after, and perceiued that hee myghte not keepe it fo longe, or till a 
deare or ikarfe yeare llioulde come 5 and if he did, much of it fhoulde 
perilh, or all j were it not wifedome for him then to exchau/?ge the 
ouerplus of that come, for feme other ware that might be longer 
kept with out daunger of waft, or deminiihing, for the which he 
myghte at all times haue either Come againe at his neede, or fome 
other neceftarie thinge? Yeas, no doubt, if there were no vfe of Siluer 
or Golde, he would haue Tinne, brafle, or Leadde, or fuch other like 
thing that would abide the keeping wdth leaft detriment, and would 
defire to haue that thinge moft that were in leaft weight, moft in 
value, and in leafte daunger of wearing or perifhing, & mofte vni- 
uerfally receiued, wherein Gold and Siluer exceifes all other mettalles. 

What makes thefe Mettalles to bee of more value then other ? 

No doubt their excellencie aboue other mettalles, both ^in pleafure 
and vfe ; partly the rarity of them. 

What be thefe qualities ? If yee prayfe the Gold for his weight 
or plyablenes. Led doth excel it in thefe pointes ^ if yee commend his 
colour, Syluer by many mens iudgementes (whofe colour refembleth 
the day lyght for his clerenefTe) pafteth him. And Herroldes preferres 
it in Armes, becaufe it is furtheft of feene in the Fielde, nor neuer 
feemes other colour but his ovtme, be it neuer fo farre of ^ where all 
other fhall feeme blacke farre of, and fo loofethe ftrengthe of theyr owne. 

As much as the Led approcheth the Golde in that point — I fpeake 
of weight and pliablenes — it is caft behinde it in other qualities farre 
more commendable, as in colour it either pafteth Siluer, by fome other 
mens iudgementes, becaufe it refembles the colour of the celeftiall 
bodies, as the Sunne and Starres, being the moft excellent thynges that 
commeth vnder the view of the bodely fences of man 5 or it is equiva- 
lent to it in armes. I know not how much it is efteemed j well I 
wote Prynces blafe their armes moft with that colour, whether it bee 
for excellency of the fame, or for that they loue the mettall it is made 
of fo wel, I cannot tel. Eut now to efteeme theyr other qualityes : 
Golde is neuer wafted nor conftimed by fire i yea, the more it is 
burned the more puerer it is 5 which ye can fay of none other met- 
talles. Then it weares not leftTe by occupying, it defyleth not the thing 
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it toucheth, as Siluer doth, with which ye may draw lynes, whych is a [The i^erits of 

Gold over 

declaratio72 that the fhife falleth away, albeit wrjtevs do maraell that Silver ] 

it fhould draw fo black a line, being of that brightnes and colour it 

feif. Then there is no rufl nor fcurfe that diminiflieth the goodnes or 

wafteth the fubitaunce of Gold 5 it abides the freating, and licours 

of Salt & Vinegar wit/iout damage, which weareth any other things 

it needes no fire, ere it be made Golde, as others require ; it is Golde as 

foone as it is founde,- it draweth without wooll, ^as it were Woll,* it is [iFoI. 30, bacFi 

ealily fpred in leaues of maruailous thinnes 5 yee may adorne or guild 

any other mettals with it, yea. Stones and Timber 5 it is alfo nothinge 

inferiour in commodity of making vefiels or other Infirumentes to fil- 

uer, but rather puerer, cleaner, and more fweete to kepe any liquor in. 

Next him approcheth Siluer in commenda[ti]ons, as in clennes, beauty, [The uses of 

^ ^ Silver. 

fweetenes, and iightnes. And it ferues not onely to make vefiels and 
other inftrumeTzts, but it is alfo fponne, but not without Woll, as 
Golde may bee, though they could not doe it aforetime, but with 
Gold onely, as I haue hearde; church Vefhires w^ere made onely of it is now spun 

'' ^ into Church 

Gold then, and now of late of this Siluer, being fpon with filke and vestments.] 

guilte, they counterfeite the olde excefie of clothe of Golde and tyffiie. 

Now to fpeake of other mettalls, yee fee what vfes they ferue for, 

whych if thefe were away ihould bee more efieemed. Then I toulde 

you the raritye commends the fayd mettals of Golde and Siluer yet [The scarceness 

of Gold and 

more the^z this. For as they do excel in qualities, fo Dame nature Silver makes 

them valuable. 

feemes to haue layde them vp in a further warde, then her other 
giftes, to fiiew vs that all fayre things be rare, and that the fayreft 
thinges, as they be hardefi: to be attained, fo they be mofi to be 
efieemed. If a Glafie (as Erafmus fayth wel) were as rare as filuer. Were Glass as 

. scarce as silver, 

it filould be as deare as filuer, and not without caufe 5 who could it ’id be as dear.] 

giafe a Window with filuer fo as he might keepe out the iniury of the 

weather, and yet neuertheleffe receiue the commodity of the light 

through the fame to his houfe, as with glafie he might? And fo I 

might commend other things for their vfe afore Gold or Siluer, as 

Iron & fieele, with whom yee may make better tooles for many 

necefiary vfes then with Gold or Siluer 5 but for the vfes that we talke 

of, Siluer and Golde do clearely excel al other mettals. I pafie ouer 

that matter. Thus I haue fiiewed fome reafon why thefe mettals of 

Golde & Syluer are growen in eftimation aboue other. 
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doe Kynges and Princes ftricke tliefe mettalles and other with 
a Co}Tie ? but becaule they would haue that co}nie, of what value lb 
euer it be, to beare the eftate that i/ie coine prete^zdeth, which they 
did in vaine if they could make the mettal that beareth that, to be 
neither better nor worfe in efbmation. Thezz I had as liefe haue fmal 
gadds or plats of Siluer and Gold, without any coyne at al to go 
abroade from man to man for exchaunge. 

Surely the time was lb, (euen amonge the Romaynes, ^vhen 
neither braffe, bluer, nor golde w^as coined 5) but were efteemed onely 
by the weight. And thereof to this day remayneth thefe vocables of 
cojTies, as Lihra, Rondo, Bipondius, as Solidus, Denarius, wordes of 
waightes, that afterward were geuezz to coynes, pretezzding the fame 
weights. Aifo the common officers that waighed thefe rude mettaL 
were called Lihri pendes, wdiereof w’’e haue mencion made in the 
Ciuile lawe 5 but, becaufe in great traffique & aliembly of buyers, & 
fuch, it was tedious to tary for the weighing of thefe Mettalles, and 
trying, it was thought good that the Princes Ihould llrike thofe met- 
tals with, feueral markes, for the variety of the weights they were of, 
to alTure the Receiuor the fame to be no lelTe then the weight it pre- 
tended. As for pla}Tier example, they brake the pounde weight with 
the marke of the pound, and two ouzzce with the marke of the ounce, 
and fo after the variety of the weights of other pieces variable markes 5 
whereby began the names of Coynes, fo that the people needed not to 
bee troubled with the weighing and trying of euery piece j beinge af- 
fured by the marke of the Prynce, that euery piece contayned the 
weight that w^as lignihed by the marke fet on euery one 3 the Prynces 
credite was then fuch amonge their fubiedts as they doubted nothinge 
therein. As foone as they attempted to doe otherwife, that is, to 
marke the halfe pound with the marke of the pound, & the halfe 
ounce with the marke of the ounce, ^a while their credite made thofe 
co3rnes currant. As I read among the Romaynes pradlized more then 
once, but alToone as it was efpied, the two pieces of halfe pouzzds 
went no farther then the one piece of a whole pound went before. 
And at length, as much as they woime at the fob, they lob at the lab 
in payment of their rentes, cubomes, and duties. And fo the nearer 
Eab, the further from Web. And they confequently lob their credite j 
much like as I haue knowne certain townes in England to haue done 
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which were wont to make their clothes of a certayne bredth and length, 
and to let their feales to the fame j while they kept the rate truly, 
llraungers did but looke on the feale, and receaue the}T ware, wherby 
thefe townes had great vent of theyr clothes, and confequently prof- 
pered very well. Afterward, fome in thefe townes, not contented with 
reafonable gaines contjTiuall, and deliering more, Deuifed clothes of 
leiTe lengthe, bredth, and goodnelTe, then they were wont to bee, and 
yet by the commendation of the feale to haue as much JMoney for the 
fame as they had before for good clothes, and for a time they gat 
much, and lb abated the credite of theyr Predeceifors to the^T iinguler 
Luker, ■which was recompenced with the iolfe of theyr PoUerity. For 
after thefe Clothes were founde faulty, for all their feales, they were 
not onely neuer the better truHed, but much lelTe for theyr Seale, 
yea, though their Clothes were well made 5 for when theyr vntruth 
and fallhoode was efpied, then no man woulde buy theyr clothes, till 
they were enfearched and vnfoulded, regarding nothing the feale 5 and 
yet becaufe they founde them \mtrue in fome parte, they millrufled 
them in others and lb would geue lelTe for thofe clothes then for any 
other lyke, hauing no Seales to the fame, wdiereby the credite of the 
faid to'wmes w'^as lolt, and the townes vtterly decayed. Dyd yee not 
fee that our Coyne was diferedited immediately vpon the alteration of 
it, in the late yeares of King Henry ^the eyghte, fpecially among 
Straungers, w^hych euer before deliered to ferue vs afore all other Na- 
tions, at all our needes, for the goodnes of our Coyne ? And then they 
would let vs haue nothing from them, but onely for our commodities ^ 
as Wooll, Felles, Tallow, Butter, Cheefe, Tynne, and Ledde j & where 
before time they were wont to brynge vs for the fame, either good 
Golde or liluer, or els as necelTary commodities aga}Tie 5 then they 
fent vs eyther fuch trifles as I fpake of before ; as Glalfes, gaily Pots, 
tennice Balles, Papers, Gyrdels, Erouches, Buttons, Dyalles, and fuch 
light ware that flandeth them in no charge or vfe, or els (if it be true 
that I haue heard, and as I tolde you in your eare before) they fent vs 
Brafle for our Treafure of Golde and Bluer, and for our fayd com- 
modities 5 I warrant you, yee fawe no Golde nor Siluer broughte oner 
vnto vs, as it was before vfed, k no mamayle ; to what purpofe fliould 
they bring filuer or Golde thither, whereas the fame was not efleemed? 
Therefore, I haue heard fay for a truth, and I beleeue it the rather to 
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bee true, becaufe it is likely, that after that our Coyne was bafed and 
altered, Straungers counterfeited our Coyne, & fomide the meanes to 
haue greate MatTes of that tranlported hether, and here vttered it well 
for our olde Golde and hluer, as alfo for our chiefe commodities, 
which thinge I reporte mee vnto you what inconuenience it might 
bring vnto this Reaime if it were futFered, in a fmall compafTe of 
time ? 

There be fearchers that myght let that matter well ynough, if they 
be true, both for Haying of fuch falfe Coyne to come in, and of our 
old Coyne to goe forth. 

I fayd fo to the man that tolde mee the fame tale that I tolde you 
euen now. And he anfwered me, there were many wayes to deceaue 
the Searchers, if they were neuer fo true, as by putting of the fayde 
Coyne in their Hiippes balaft, or in fome veiTelles of Wyne or other 
Lyquor, tranfporHed either vnto vs or from vs. then, euery Creake in 
this Reaime hath not fearchers 5 And if they had, they bee not fuch 
faintes as would not bee corrupted for money. Behdes this, was there 
not made proclamations that the olde coyne, fpeclally of Golde, 
fhould not be currant here aboue fuch a pryce? was not that the 
redieft way to driue away our golde from vs ? euery thing will goe 
where it is moft elteemed, and therefore our treafure went oner in 
heapes. 

I belieue well, that thefe were meanes to exhaiift the olde treafure 
horn vs, which yee haue reiedled j but how it fliould make euery 
thing fo deare among our felues, iince the time (as yee fayd it doth), 
I cannot yet perceaue the reafon. 

Why? doe yee not perceiue, that by reafon hereof wee payde 
dearer prefently for euery thing that we haue from beyonde the Sea, 
then wee were wont to doe before ? 

That cannot be denied. 

By howe much, thinke you ? 

By the thirde parte, well maner of things. 

Muft not they that buy deare, fell deare agajme theyr wares ? 

That is true, if they intend to thriue 5 for he that felleth good 
cheape & buyeth deare, fhall neuer thriue. 

You haue your felfe declared the reafon why things w^t/^in the 
Reaime proued after that time fo deare 5 Tor wee mufi: buy deare all 
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things bought from bejond the fea, &: therefore wee muft feli agayne Why thinges 
as deare our things^ or els wee make ill bargaynes for our felues. reaime should 

be so deare. 

And though that reafon maketh it plaine^ yet the experience of ^/ze 
thing maketh it pla}Tier 5 for where yee fay that euery thing bought 
beyond the fea is commonly dearer by the third parte then it was, 
do yee not fee ^Ae fame proportion ra}ded in our wares, if it be not 
more 

What lolTe haue wee by this, when wee fell our commodities as Knight, 
deare as w'ee buy others ? 

^ I gramite to one forte of men, I accompt it no lofle j yea, to feme Doctor, 
other a Gayne more then any lofle, and yet to fome other fort a 
greater lolfe the/z it is profit to lAat other 3 yea, generally to the vtter 
impouerilhing of the Reaime, and weaking of the Queenes maiefties 
power exceedingly. 

I pray you, w'hat be thofe forts that yee meane ? And fixfl of thofe Knight, 
that yee thinke diould haue lolfe thereby ? 

I meane al thefe that hues by buying and felling } for, as they buy Doctor 
deare, they fell thereafter. 

What is the next fort that yee fay would win by it ? Knight. 

Mary, all fuch as haue takinges or Fearmes in theyr owne maniir- Doctor, 
ance at the olde rent : for where they pay after the olde rate, they fell Some had 

^ , gaynes by the 

after the new 3 that is, they pay for theyr lande good cheape, and fell 
all things growing thereof deare. 

What forte is that which yee fayde fhould haue greater Ioffe here- Knight, 
by, then thefe men had profit ? 

It is all Noblemen, Gentlemen, and all other that line either by a Doctor. 
Rented rent or flj^pend, or doe not Manure the ground, or doe occupy 
no lining or felling. 

I pray you perufe thefe fortes as yee did the other, one by one, Knight, 
and by courfe. 

I will gladly : firfte, the Noblemen and Gentlemezz lyue for the Doctor, 
mofl part on the yerely reuenues of their lands and fees geuen them 
of the Frynce. Then ye know he that may fpend now by fuch mo faad^bsse 
reuenues and fees CCC.li. a yere, may not keepe no better port then tion of Coine. 
his father, or any other before him, that could fpend but nigh CC.li.3 
and fo yee may perceiue it is a great abatement of Mans Counte- 
naunce, to take away the thirde parte of his lining 3 and therefore 
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gentlemen doe ftudy fo much the increafe of their Lands and en- 
haunling of their Rentes, and to take Fearmes and pallures to their 
owiie handes as yee fee they doe, and all to feeke to maintayne their 
countenaiinces as their predecefhbrs did, and yet they came lliorte 
there in. Some other, feeing the charges of houfeholde encreafe fo 
much, as by no prouilion they can make, it can bee holpen, gene ouer 
their houlholdes, and get them Chambers in London or abuute the 
courte, and there fpend their time, fome of them with a feruaunt or 
two, wLere he was wont to keepe thirty or forty perfons daily in his 
houfe, and to doe good in the Coimtrey in keeping good order and rule 
among his neighbors. The other forte be euen Seruingmen, and men 
of Warre, that hauing but their olde Rented wages, cannot finde them 
felues there-with as they might afore time, without rauin or fpoile. 
And ye know xii.d. a day now will not go fo far as viii. pence would 
aforetime. And therefore yee haue men fo euill willing to ferue the 
Prince now a dayes, from that they were wont to bee. Alfo, where 
xl. fliillinges a yere was honeft wages for a Yeomen afore this time, 
and XX. pence a weeke horde wages was fufficient, nowe double as 
much will fkante beare their charge. 

That is longe of theyr exceife, afwell in Apparell as in fare, for now 
a dayes Seruingmen goe more coRely in apparell, and looke to fare 
more daintely then their maiRers were wont to doe in times paR. 

No doubt that is one great caufe of the greater charge of houfe- 
holde. For I know when a Seruingman wsls co//tent to go in a 
Kendall coate in Sommer, and a frife coate in winter, and with a 
plaine while hofe made meete for his body, And with a piece of 
biefe, or fome other dillie of fodde meate all the weeke longe : N ow 
he will looke to haue at the leaR, for fommer, a coate of the RneR 
cloth that may bee gotten for money, and his Hofen of the RneR 
Kerfey, and that of fome Rraung die : as Flaunders die, or french 
puke, that a Prince or great Lord can weare no finer, if he weare 
cloth. Then their coates Rialbe garded, cut, & Ritched,* and the 
breches of their hofe fo drawen with Rlke, that the work^manfliip 
Riall farre pafie the pryce of the flulfe. And thys thing is not re- 
Rrained as it Riould be, but rather cheriRied of the MaiRers, on Rriuing 
with the other who may bee moR proude, and whofe retinue may 
goe moR lauiRi & gay for a time of fiioY^e; whereas through Rich 
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excelTe they are fayne all the rell of the yere to keepe the fewer fer- 

uanntes. And fo in exceile of meates. they fare at fome tymes in the [Excess in food 

nowj 

yeare^ that in the \^^hole yeare after they keepe either no houfes at all, 
or if they doe it fhalbe very fmal. Like excelfes afwell in apparel! as 
in fare were vfed in Romej a litle before the declination of the EmpyrC;, 
lb as wyfe men haue thought it was occalion of the decay thereof. 

And, therefore, Cato and diuerfe wyfe fenatours at that time, would 
haue had lawes made for reilrainte of fuch exceifesj and for that, 
through the infolencie of fome that maintained the contrary, the fame 
were not duly executed, much pride enfiied there, and of pride, diuilionj 
and through deuihon, vtter defolation of the common weale. I pray 
God this Realme may beware by that example, fpecially London, the 
head of the empyre, wdiere fuch excefles (by reafon the Wealth al- [London goes to 

^ 1 j • greatest 

moft of thys Realme is heaped ’vp there, as the Come of a Field into a excess in dress 

' ^ and food.] 

bame) be moll vfed 5 for in other parties commonly of thys Realme, 
the lawe of neceility keepes men in a good cafe for exceeding either 
in apparell or fare. I thinke wee were as much dread or more of our 
enemies, when our Gentleme?i went Amply, and our Seruingmen 
plainely, without Cuts or gards, bearing their heauy Swordes and [Light swords 

‘ for heavy, and 

Buckelers on their thighes, in Red of cuts and Gardes and light daunf- white rods for 

, spears, are now 

ing Swordes 5 and when they rode, carying good Speares in theyr are 

ha?zds, in Rede of white rods, which they cary now, more like” ladies 
or gentlewemen then men 5 all which delicacyes maketh our men 
cleane effeminate & without Rrength. 

We may thanke our longe peace & quiet within ike realm, that Knight, 
men be not forced to ride fo Rrong. It was a troblous ^ world as well [^ Foi. 34, back] 
within the Realme as without, when men went and rode as you do 
fpeake. 

What can you tell what time or how fone fuch a world may come Doctor, 
again ? Wife men do fay, that in peace men muR looke and pro- 
uide for warre, and in warre again for peace. If men might be al- in peace, looke 

• T warre. 

waies fure of peace, then needed no ma?^ to keepe men at all. But 
fith it is otherwife, and that the iniquitie of men is fuch as they can- 
not bee longe wythoute Warre, And that we recken heere in Englande [Xbe strengtii of 
our chiefe Rrength to be in our Seruingmen & yeomen, it were wife- Son^^eoand 
dome to exercife them in tyme of peace, fomwhat wyth Rich apparell, 
fare, and hardens, as they muRe needes fuRayne in time of warre, 

SHAKSPEEE'S EKGLAKD ; STAPFOKD. 5 



66 


£i oris^. deticacie] 


Kniglit. 

[Men can only 
bear light armour 
now.] 


aa] 

[New -fine 
houses.] 


Doctor, 


[Building good 
for the realm.] 


[3 Fol. 3S ; mis- 
numherd 56] 
neigh- 


Of excesse ki 
building. 


Kniglit. 


[Did not the 
taking of the 
Church 

Revenues by the 
Crown send 
much money- 
abroad ?] 


A briefe Conceipt 

then tlie fame lhall bee no nouelty to them when they come to it j 
and theyr bodies ihall bee ftrong, and harder to beare that that they 
were fomewhat accnftomed withall afore. Let this that I fay be of no 
creditC;, if delicacie^ andte/zdemes was not the moft occaiion of the fnb- 
duing of the greateft Emp}Tes that were. 

Surely^ ye fay very weh and that which foundeth to good reafon. 
I muff needes alowe that 1 bane found true my felfe, for my men are 
fo tenderly vfed in time of peace, that they can not away with any 
heauy armour in time of warre, but either fhirts of Maile or Coates of 
linnen ragges, which fhotte may perhaps deceyue vs. Then what 
faye you by our buildinges, that wee haue here in Englande of late 
dayes, far more exceffiue then at any time heretofore ? Doth not 
that impouerifb the Realme, &: caufe men to keepe leRe Houfes } 

I fay that all thefe thynges be tokens k Omamentes of peace, 
and that no doubte is caufe of lelfe Houfholdes, fth the buildings and 
trimming of thofe houfes fpendes away that that fhould be otherwife 
fpezzt in houfliold. But it doth not empouerifh the Realme at all, for 
all the expeaces of buildings, for the moft part, is fpent amonges our 
felues & ^amonges our neighbours^ and Countrey men : As amongs 
Carpenters, Mafons, and Labourers, except men will fall to guilding 
or peinting of thefe Houfes. For in that much treafure may be fpent, 
and to no vfe. Alfo the Arefes, Verderers, and Tapiftry workes, where- 
with they bee hanged commonly, conueieth ouer into Flaunders & other 
flraunge Countreyes (where they be had from) much of our Treafure. 

Syr, yet I mufi: remember you of one thing more, which men do 
fuppofe to be a great occafion of the fpendinge of the treafure abroadej 
& it is where there is comen to the crown of late yeares much lands, 
by reafon of Monafteries, colleges, and Chauntres dilfolued, which 
men fuppofe hath bene the caufe two maner of waies, that there is 
leife treafure abroade in the Realme, One is, becaufe the reuenues of 
the fayd places, dilTolued heretofore, were fpent in the countrey, and 
went from hand to hande there, for Vittayle, cloth, and other ttdngesj 
and now are gone to one place out of the countrey. Another is, that 
diners men whych had any ryches or wealth, vttered the fame, to buy 
perfeUes of the fayd diffolued landes, lying commodities for them ; 
whereby, one way & other, the whole riches of the countrey is fweeped 
away. 
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Truth it isj alfo, that it wringed the countrej abroad for the time, 
and had kept it fo hill if the Kynges Maiefiiye had not difperfed the 
fame lands abroad among the7?i in the couiitrey againe j but after that 
his highnes departed with a great deale of thofe poffeffions, part by 
gift and part by fale, treafure hath and will encreafe againe, abroad, 
afmuch as euer it was, if it be not letted by other meanes 5 fo that I 
take that to be no great caufe of the dearth that we haue, for the 
foyie is not taken away, but the pofTeffion thereof is onely tranfferred 
from one kinde of perfons to another. 

Then, to retourne to the matter of the Coyne where wee ^ [Ijeft, I 
haue heard your conceipte how the alteration thereof within our 
Realme did forae Men no harme, as Buyers and fellers: fome other it 
dyd good vnto, as Farmers that had Lande at the olde Rent 5 and 
fome other, as Gentlemen, men of warre, feruaunts, and all other 
l}ming by any rated or Rented rent or Ripend, were great lofers by it. 
But I heard you fay it was fo much withail to the loRe of the Prynce, 
that it might be to the great perill of the whole Realme in proceiPe of 
time. I meruayle how it llioulde bee fo, for I hearde wife men fay, that 
the Queeiies hignelfe Father did winne ineRimable great fummes by 
the altera [t] ion of the Coyne. 

So it was for the time, but I liken that gaines to Rich as men haue 
when they fell away their Lands, to haue the greater fome at one 
time, and euer after to loofe the contynuail increafe what Riould 
grow therof. For you knowe al the treafure of this Realme muR 
once in few yeares come to the Prynces handes by one meanes or 
other, and from thence it Riould goe abrode againe to the Subiedls. 
iVs all Springes runneth to the Ocean Sea, & out of it are they fpred 
abroad againe 5 then, as they came into the kings coffers at the RrR in 
good mettall, they came forth in Rich as you haue heretofore feene. 
xVnd, albeit it feemeth at the RrR viewe to empoueriRie but the Rib- 
ieds only, at length it empouerillieth alfo the Prynce 5 and tlien, if the 
Prince Rionld want in time of warre, fpecially fufficient treafure to 
pay for armor, weapons, tacklinges of fhippes, gunnes, and other ar- 
tillary, neceifary for the warre, and could by no meanes haue of the 
fubiedes wherewith to buy the fame, what caufe fliould. the Realme be 
in ? Surely in very euill 5 & therefore thefe Coynes and Treafure be 
not without caufe called of wyfe men, Nerui hellomm, {that is to fay) 
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the Synowes of Warre. And that is the greateh; dauwger that I doe 
conlider fhoulde growe for want of trealure to the Prince and the 
Realme,* 4 or though a Prynce may haiie what coyne he will currant 
within his Realme, yet the Rraungers cannot be compelled to take 
them. And I graunt, if men might Hue within themfelues, all to- 
gether without borowinge of anj other thing outwarde, we might 
deuife what coyne we woulde j but Hnce wee muR haue neede of 
other, and they of vs, wee muR frame our things, not after our owne 
phantafies, but to folio we the common market of all the worlde 5 and 
wee may not fet the price of things at our pleafure, but follow the 
price of the vniuerfall Market of the World. I grau;2t, alfo, that 
BraRe hath bene coyned ere this ; yea, & Leather in fome places. 
But euer I reade, that was at an extreme neede, which thinge is not to 
bee followed as an example, but to be efchewed as longe as poRibie 
may be. And if our treafure be farre fpent and exhauR, (as it hap- 
ened in the later yeares of Kinge Henry tlie eight,) I could wiili that 
any other order were taken for the recouery of it, then the deprauing 
of our coines, which ferueth the Prince but a litle while, for fome 
prefent ihifte, and hiiidred him a longe time afterwardes. I am per- 
fwaded that within our Realme treafure might bee foone recouered 
by thefe two meanes : RrR, if we forbad the bringing in and felling of 
fo many trifles as I before reherfed to be brought vs from beyond the 
fea, & that nothing made beyond the fea of our owne commodities 
fliould be fould heere. And fecondly, if we forbad that none of our 
co77^modities Rioulde pafle vnwTought ouer fea, which being wrought 
here, and foulde ouer, Riould bring in infinite treafure in Riorte 
time. 

Mary, and there yee bee contrary to the opinions of many a great 
wife man, which thinke it better that all our wooll were fould ouer fo 
vnwrought, then any Clothiers fhoulde be fet a worke withall within 
this realme. 

That were a Rraunge thing, in myne opinion, that any man Rioulde 
thinke and what fhould mooue them to be ^of that opynion, I pray 
you } 

J will tell you. They take it, that all infurredtions & vproares, for 
the moR parte, do rife by occafion of thefe clothiers j For, when 
clothiers lack vent ouer fea, then is a great multitude of thefe clothiers 
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idle 5 And, wiie?2 they be idle, then they alTemble in companies and 
murmur for lack of iiuing, and fo picke one quarrel! or other to ftirre 
the poore cominaity, that bee as idle as they, to a commotion. And, 
fometimes by occalion of warres, there muft needes bee feme ftay of 
Clothes, fo as they cannot haue ahvayes lyke fale or vent 3 at euery 
which time, if the fayd Clothiers ihould take occalion of commotio;2, 
they thinke it were better that there were none of them in the Eealme 
at all, and confequently, that the woll were vttered vimTought ouer 
Tea then to haue it wrought here. 

So it may feeme to them that conlidereth one inconuenience and 
not another. Surely, whofoeuer hath many Perfons vnder his Gouem- 
aunce fliali haue much a doe to goueme them in quietnelfe j and hee 
that hath a greate family, lhall haue fometimes trouble in ruling of 
them. It were but a nieane Pollicy, eyther for a Prince to deminithe 
hys number, for a Maifler of a Houfe to put away hys Seruaunts, be- 
caufe he would not haue any trouble with the gouernaunce of them 5 
he that would fo doe might be well refembled to a man that Ihould 
fell his land becaufe he would not bee troubled with the accompt of 
it. I thinke it meete that we did not onely encreafe the feate of 
clothing, but alfo intend diners other mo feates and occupations, 
wherby our People might bee fet a worke, rather then take away any 
occupation from them ,* fpecially fuch as clothinge is, that fettes fo 
many thoufandes a woorke, and enryche both Towne and Countrey. 
Where it is occupyed in Venice ^ as I haue heard, and in many other 
places beyond Sea, they rewarde and chearilh euery man that bryngs 
in ^ any newe Arte or mifterye, whereby the people might be fet a 
worke, with fuch thinges as llioulde both finde their workemeii, and 
aifo bring feme treafure or other commodity into the Countrey. And 
(hall we contrarywife labour to deftroy our heft and mod: profitable 
trade, which is by clothing ? I would know what thinge els might 
brill ge vs treafure from fbraimge parties, or wherewith llioulde fo 
many of our people be fet a worke, as haue nowe their lyuings by 
clothing, if that occupation were layde downe r 

Mary ! wee might haue treafure jmough from outward Parties for 
our Woolles, thoughe nonne were wroughte within the Realme 5 And, 
as for an Occupation, to fet our Clothiers a worke, they mighte bee 
fet to the Plough and hufbandry, and that Ihould make hulbandry to 
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be tbe more occupied;, & gradng lefTe, when all thefe people that 
nowe doe occupy clothing iliould fall to hufbandry. 

As to the firll that yee fayd^ that Wooll is fuffieient to bring in 
treafurej if it were (as it is not in deede,) yet that Feate were not for 
the Weale nor for continuamice of the Realme. For when euery 
man would fall to breede iheepe, and to increafe Woolh and fo at 
length ail other occupations Ihould bee fet a fide, and breedinge of 
fiieepe onely occupied 3 then yee knowe that a fewe Qieepe maifters 
would ferue for a whole Shyre 3 & fo in procefiTe of time the multi- 
tude of the fubie<5ts fiiould be worne away, and none lefte but a fewe 
Sheepherds, which were no number fafiicient to ferue the Prince at 
neede, or to defende this realme from Enemies. As to the other 
parte of your tale^ whereby yee woulde that thefe Clothiers Ihoulde 
fall from that occupation to hufbandry 3 how coulde fo many added 
to them that occupy hufbandry already, get their lyuinge by the fame, 
when they that bee hulbandmen nowe haue but a fmall Lyuinge 
thereby? And if yee woulde fay to raee that they fiioulde haue at all 
times free vent and full Sale of ^ their come ouer fea, then commeth 
the fame incomienience in that ye thought to auoide before, by put- 
ting them from clothing. For fome yeres it ihould happe?2 either for 
warres^ or by reafoii of plenty in all partes beyond the Sea, that they 
fiiould haue no vent of their come, and then be drjaien to be idle, and 
confequently for lacke of lining to aifemble together, and make like 
vproares as ye fpake of before. 

They haue in Frainice more handy craftes occupied;, and a greater 
multitude of Artificers, then we haue here by a greate deale : and for 
all that they haue made many greate fturres and commotions there 
before this, yet they will not defiroy Artificers 3 for, they know thaX 
the highefi: Prynces of them all, without fuch artificers, could not 
maintaine their efiate. Doe not all theyr toules, cufiomes, taxes, tal- 
lages, and fubfidies, cbiefely growe by fuch artificers ? What king can 
maineteine his efiate with his yearly reuenues, onely growing of hib 
laudes ? For, as many feruaunts in a houfe, well fet a worke, gaines 
euery man fomewhat to their maifier : So doth euery artificer in a 
Realme ech gaine fomewhat 3 and altogether, a great malfe to the king 
& his realm euery yeare it bringeth. 

And now, becaufe we are eiitred into communication of artificers, 
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I will make this diuilion of them. Some of them doe but conuey 
money out of the countrey ^ Some other, that which they get, they 
doe fpend againe in the countrey. And the third forte of Artificers 
is of the7;^ that doe bring in Treafure into the countrey. Of the firft 
fort, I reckeTZ all mercers. Grocers, Vintners, Haberdafhers, !Miileners, 
and fuch as doe fell wares growing beyond the fea, and do fetch out 
our treafure for the fame, which kinde of artificers, as I reckezz them 
tollerable, yet not fo necefiary in a common Weale but they might 
be befi; fpared of all other. Yet, if we had not other Artificers to 
bringe in as much treafure as they doe ^cary forth, we fhould be greate 
loofers by them. Of the fecoud forte bee thefe Shoemakers, Tailours, 
Carpenters, Mafons, Tylers, Bouchers, Brewers, Bakers, and Vidailers 
of all fortes, which, like as they get their lining in tht countrey, fo 
they fpend it , but they bring in no treafure vnto vs. Therefore, we 
mufi: chearifh well the third fort. And thofe be Clothiers, Tanners, 
Cappers, and Worfiedmakers, onely that I knowe, (which by their 
mifieries & faculties) do bring in any treafure. As for our wolles, 
felles, Tinne, Ledde, Butter, and Cheefe, thefe be commodities that 
the ground beares, requyring the induftrye of a fewe perfons 5 and if 
wee fhoulde onely trufi: to fuch, and deuyfe nothing els to occupy our 
felues with, a few perfons would ferae for the rearing of fuch thinges, 
and few alfo it would finde 5 and fo fhould our realme be but like a 
grange, better furnifhed with beafies then with men, whereby it mighte 
be fubiedte to the fpoile of other nations 5 aboute whych is the more 
to be feared and efehued, becaufe the countrey of his owne kinde is 
apte to bringe forth fuch thinges as bee for encreafe of cattell, then for 
fuch thinges as be for th^ nourifhment of men. If Pomponius Mela 
be to be beleeued, which, deferybing thys Ilande, fayeth thus : Plana, 
ingenSy ^ ferax: fed eorum, que pecora, qudm homines henignius alant ; 
That is to fay, ^ it is playne, large, & plentifull. But of thefe things 
that nourifheth Beafies more kindely then men.’ So many Forefies, 
Chafes, Parkes, Marfhes, and wafie groundes being more here then 
mofi commonly elfwhere, declare the fame not to bee all in vayne 
that hee affyrmes. It hath not fo much erable Grounde, Vynes, 
Olyues, Fruites, and fuch as bee both moft necefiary for the foode of 
men. And as they requyre many hands in their culture, fo they finde 
mofi perfons foode, as Frounce and diuerfe other Countries haue. 
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Therefore, as much grounde ^as is here apte for thefe things, would be 
tourned as much as may be to fuch vfes as may hnde moile perfons. 
And ouer that townes and Cities would be repieniihed wyth all kinde 
of Artificers^ not onely clothyers, which iS;, as it were, our naturail oc- 
cnpation, but with Cappers, Glouers, Paper-makers, Glafiers, Paynters, 
Golde-fmithes, blacke-fmithes of al fortes, Couerlet-makers, needle- 
makers, pinners, and fuch other ; fo as we Ihould not onely bane 
inough of fuch thinges to ferue our Realme, and faue an infinyte 
treafure that goeth now ouer for many of the fame 5 but aifo might 
fpare of fuch things ready wrought to be folde ouer, whereby we 
lliould fetch againe other neceflary commodities or treafure. And this 
Ihoulde both replenifh the Realme of People able to defende it, and 
alfo faue & winne much treafiire to the fame. Such occupations 
alone do enrich diners countreyes that be else baren of them feiues. 

And what riches they bringe to the Countries where they be well 
vfed, the Countrey of Fiaunders and Germanie do well declare, 
where, through fuch occupations, it hath fo many & eke fo wealthy 
Cities t/iat it were almofi: incredible fo litle gronnde to fuRaine fo 
much people. Wherefore, in my minde they are far wide of right 
confideration, ^/lat would haue either none or els leffe clothing it/fin 
this Realme, becaufe it is fome time occafion of bufines & tumultes, 
which commeth for lacke of vent. There is nothing euery way fo 
co 7 «modious or neceifary for mans vfe, but it is fpmetimes, by ill hand- 
ling, occafion of fome difpleafure, no, not fier and water that be fo 
neceffary, as nothing can be more. 

Yea, mafier Dodor, we fiand not in like cafe as Frauiice or Fiaun- 
ders that yee fpeake of j if they haue not vente one way, they may 
haue it another way allwaies, for the firme land is rounde about them 
in maner. If they bee at warre with one Neyghbour, they will bee 
friendes with another, ^to whofe Countreyes they may fende theyr 
commodities to fell. 

So may wee bee, if wee were fo wyfe to keepe one Friende or 
other alwayes in hande. Who will bee fo mad, being a Priuate man, 
bat hee will be fure to doe fo? Let wyfe men confider what Friendes 
this Realme hath had in time paft. And if they bee nowe loft or in- 
tercepted another way fince, let vs purchafe other for them 5 or els 
geue as litle occafion of breache with our Neyghbours as may bee. 
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The Wyfe man, as I remember^ fayth in Ecclejiafies : Non eji lonum 

homhii effe folum. 

Alfo, in Fraunce they haue diuerfe Bandes of men in Armes^ in 
diuerfe places of the Reaime, to reprelTe fuch Tumults quickely if any 
diould arife. If wee had the like heere, wee might bee boulde to 
haue as many Artificers as they haue. 

GOD fworbote^ that euer wee fiioulde haue any fuch Tyrauntes 
come among vs for, as they fay, fuch \^'ili in the Countrey of Fraunce 
take poore mens Hennes, Chikens, Pigges, and other prouifion, and 
paye nothinge for it, except it bee an ill tume, as to Rauiilie hys 
Wyfe or his Daughters fot it. and euen in like manner fayd the 
M archaunt man j adding thereto, that hee thought that woulde rather 
bee an occafion of Commotions to bee ftirred, then to bee quenched. 
For (as hee fayd) the Stomaks of Englifhe men woulde neuer beare to 
fuffer fuch Iniuries and Reproches, as hee heard that iuch vfed to doe 
to the Subiedts of Fraunce, which in reproche they call Pefaunts, 

hlary, the Prynce might refijayne them well ynough, for doing 
Outrages, vpon great paynes. 

What if it were ikant in his power to do ? the Romaines had fome- 
times fuch men of armes in diuerfe places for defence of the Empyre, 
it was thought, that at length it ouer^threwe the fame. Julius Ccefar 
doth that declare 3 and many times after that, when the Emperors 
died, the men of warre ereded what Emperor they lyRed, fometime 
of a Slaue or a Bondman, contrary to the election of the Senate of 
Rome, being chiefe Couwfaylors of the Empyre, till the whole Empyre 
was cleane defiroyedj it is not for commotions of Subieds that 
Fraunce alfo keepeth fuch, but the Rate and neceffity of the Coun- 
trey, which is enuironed about with enemies, and neither fea nor wall 
betwene thew, againfi: whofe Inrodes and inuafion they majmtajme 
thofe me?z of warr of neceffity. They would faine lay the?;^ downe, 
if they durft, for feare of their neighbours. And fome wyfe men 
among them haue fayd and written, that the fame me/^ of Armes may 
bee the defirudion of their Kingdome at length. And befide that the 
largeneffe of our Dominion, or Situation of the fame towarde other 
Countreyes, doth not require fuch men, nor’ yet the reuenewes of this 
realme, is able to make vp the like number with Fraunce. And then 
if we fhould make a lelfe number, wee Ihould declare our felues in- 
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feriour in power to Fraunce, to whom wee haue bene hitherto counted 
Superiour in fucceffes^ through the ftouteneife of our Englifhe hartes. 
And therefore I would not haue a fmall fore cured by a greater griefe, 
nor for auoydinge of populer fedition, which happeneth very feldome 
and foone quenched, to bring in a continuall yoake, k charge both to 
the Prince and the people. 

You fay well, and fo as I can fay no' more againfl your fentence, 
but yet I would wifhe your faying coulde fatifde other men as well as 
it doth mee. 

Well, it is nowe tyme to make an ende. I haue troubled you 
heere with a tedious and longe talke. 

I could be content to be troubled longer of that forte. 

And fo coulde wee, though it were all this day, but for troubling 
of your felfe, gentle maifter Dodfor. 

^ Yet the mofl: neceflary poynte which we fpake of is yet behinde, 
that is, how thefe thinges may be remedied j And therefore we will 
not goe from you, till wee haue hearde your aduice herein. 

A Gods name, I will fliewe my phantafie in that part 5 But let vs 
firfl goe to fupper. And fo wee went together to our Supper, where 
our Hofte had prepared honeffly for vs. 


[p* 73 ^ 1 - 7 - morlote. Compare in the Percy Folio Rolin 
Hood, &c., p. 18, 1 . 59, vol. i., 

“Now Marry, gotis forlotV said the Sheriffe, 

“that euer that shold bee.” 

The phrase occurs again in p. 30, 1 . 645 p. 393, 1 . 1:230. “Fore- 
bedynge (or forlode, or forefen dynge), Prohihicio, inhibicioP — 
Promptorium, ab. 1440 a.b.] 
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Fter wee had well refrefhed our felues at Knight, 
flipper, I tliouglit long til I had knowne tho, 
iudgement of mayfter Doctor about the remedies 
of the thinges aboue reme77zbred, how he thought 
they might bee belt redrelfed, and with leafl 
dau 72 ger or alteration of things. (And therefore 
I fayd vnto him thus :) Since yee haue declared vnto vs (good mai- 
fter Doaor) our difeafes, and alfo the occaftons thereof, we pray you j 

leaue vs not deftitute of conuenient remedies for the fame. You haue 
perfwaded vs full, and wee perceaue it well our felues, that wee are 
not now in fo good ftate as wee haue bene in times paft. And you 
haue fbewed vs probable occaftons that hath brought vs to that cafe, 
therefore now wee praye yon lliewe vnto vs what mighte remedye 
thefe our grief es. 

When a man doth perceane his griefe, and the occafton alfo of the Doctor, 
fame, hee is in a good way of amendment. For, knowing the occa- 
llon of the griefe, a man may foone anoide the fame occaiionj and 
that being auoyded, the griefe is alfo taken away. For as the Phylo- 
fopher fayth : SuUata caufa toUitur effecius. But, let vs briefly re- 
count th^ griefes and then the occaftons thereof, and thirdly goe to the [The ills are, 
inquifttion of the remedies for the fame. Firft, this vniuerfall ^dearth, i. Dearth, 
in comparifon of that former age, is the chiefeft ^iefe that all men 
complaines moft on. Secondly, Inclofures, & tnmyng of erable 
Grounde to pafture. Thyrdly, decayinge of Townes, Tovtmefhippes, 
and Villages; and laft, denifton & diuerfttie of opinions in religion. 

The occaftons or caufes of thefe, although I haue before diuerfely 
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declared after the diueriitie of mens myndes and opinions. Yet 
heere I wyli take out of the fame 5 But only fuch as I tliinke verely 
to be the very iufl occahons in deede. For, as I fhewed you before, 
diuere men diuerlly iudge this or that to be the caufe or occalion of 
thys or that gryefe ,• and becaufe there may be diuers caufes of one 
thinge, and yet but one pryncipal caufe that bryngeth forth the 
thinge to palle : Let vs feeke oute the caufe, omitting all the meane 
caufes, whych are driuen forward by the lealf oryginall caufe. As in 
a prelTe going in at a ftraight, the formoft is driuen by him that is 
nexte hym, &: the next by him that followes him, and the thyrd by 
fome violent and ftronge thinge that dr}Ties hym forwarde, which is 
the firft and pryncipall caufe of the puttynge forwarde of the reft afore 
him. If he were kept backe and ftaied, al they that goe afore would 
Hay withal. To make this more plain vnto you : as in a clocke there 
be many wheeles, yet the firft wheele being Hyrred, it dryueth the 
next, and that the thyrd, &c., till the laft that moues the Inftrument 
that ftryckes the clocks So in making of an houfe, there is the Mayfter 
that would haue the houfe made, there is the Carpenter, & there is the 
ftuffe to make the houfe with al 5 ike Huffe neuer ftirres till the 
Workeman do fet it forward 5 the workeman neuer trauailes but as 
ike maifter prouoketh him witk good wages : and fo he is the prynci- 
pall caufe of thys houfe making. And this caufe is of ike learned 
called ^efficient ’ 5 as that ikat biyngeth the pryncipal thing to effed. 
Perfwade this man to let this buildyng alone, and the houfe lhall neuer 
come to paffe, yet the houfe can not bee made wythout the HuiFe, and 
worke^men 5 and therefore they be called of fome caufce Jine quihus 
noTii and of fome other Materiales ^ Formales; but all commetii to 
one purpofe. It is the efficient caufe, ikat is, the pryncipall caufe, with- 
out remouing of which caufe ike thing that cannot be remedied. And 
becaufe that it was graffed in euery mans iudgement, that the caufe of 
any thing being taken awaye, the effede is taken away withall ^ 
Therefore Men tooke the caufes of thefe thynges that we talke of 
wythout Iudgement, not difceming the pryncipall caufe from the 
meane caufes, that by taking away of thefe caufes that bee but fecond- 
ary, as it were, they were neuer the neare to remedy the thing they 
went about. Much lyke the wyfe of Aiax that loH her hulband in 
ike Ihippe called Argos, wilhed that thofe Fine beames had neuer 
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bene felled in Peleius wood^ whereof the fajd ihippe was made^ when 
that was not the efficient caufe of the looting of her hulbandc;, but 
the wild tire caft in the faid ffiippe, which did fet it a fyre. Such 
caufes as they be^ be called remote, as it were to farre of ^ fo they bee 
alfo idle and of no operation of themfelues, without fome other to fet 
them a worke. And percafe, I (whyle I degrelTe fo farre from my mat- 
ter) ffialbe thought to goe as far from the purpofe j yet to come to our 
matter, and to apply thys that I haue fayde to the fame. Some thinkes 
this Dearth beginnes by the tenaunt, in felling his wares fo deare 5 & 
fome other by the Lord, in reyfng his land fo high. And fome by 
thefe inclofures. And fome other by the rejffing of our coine, or 
^alteration of the fame. Therefore, fome by taking fome one of thefe 
things away, (as theyr opinion ferued them to be the pryncipall caufe 
of this dearth) thought to remedye this dearth 5 But as the tryall of 
the thyng ffiewed, they touched not the caufe efficient pryncipall 5 and 
therefore theyr deuife tooke no place : and if they had, the thinge 
had ben remedied forthwith, for that is proper to the pryncipai caufe, 
that as foone as it is takem away, the effedt is remoued alfo. ^Yet I 
confeffe al thefe thinges rayfeth together with this dearth, that euery of 
them ffiould feeme to be the caufe of it 5 neuerthelelTe, that is no good 
proofe that they ffiould bee the caufes of it, no more then was the lleeple 
made at Doner ^ the caufe of the decay of the Hauen of Douer, be- 
caufe the Hauen began to decay the fame time that the Steeple began to 
be builded. N or yet, though fome of thefe becaufe of the other in deede, 
yet they be not ail the efficient caufes of this dearth. But as I haue fayd 
before, of men thruffing one another in a thronge, one dryuing another, 
and but one f rfi: of al, that was the chiefe caufe of that force ; So in 
this matter that we talke of, there is fome one thing that is the orygin- 
ali caufe of thefe caufes ; that be, as it were, fecondary, and makes 
them to be the caufes of other. As I take the reyling of al prlfes of 
vidbiais at the huffiawdmans hand, is caufe of the rayling of the rent 
of his land. And that Gentlemen fall fo much to take fearmes to 
theyr hands, leaft they bee driuen to buy theyr p[r]oailion fo deare, that 
is a great caufe againe that Inclofure is the more vfed 5 For Gentle- 
men hauinge much land in their hand, and not being able to weilde 
all, & fee it manured in hulbandry, which requyreth the induffiy, 
laboure, and gouemaunce of a greate many of perfons, doe conuerte 
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mofte of that Lande to Failures, wherein is requvred both leiTe charge 
of Perfons, and of the which nenerthelelTe commeth more cleare 
games. Thus one tliyng hanges vpon another, and fets forwarde one 
another, but one hril of all is the chiefe caufe of all this circuler mo- 
tion & impuhion. I ihewed, ere while, that the chiefe caufe was not 
ill the huibandman, nor yet in the Gentleman. Let vs fee whether it 
were in the marchaunt man. It appeareth by reafon that all wares 
bought of him are dearer now far then they were wont to be 5 the huf- 
bandman is dryuen to fel his co?wmodities dearer, now that the matter 
is brought to mailler marchaunt, how can yee auoyde the caufe from 
being in you ? 

^ Sir, eafily ynough 5 for as wee fell now dearer al things then wee 
were wont to do. So wee buy dearer all thinges of flraungers j and 
therefore let them put the matter from vs, for we will diiburden our 
feiues of this fault. 

And they be not here to make aunfwere 5 if they were, I woulde 
afke them why they fell their wares dearer nowe then they were wont 
to doe? 

Mary! and to that I hearde many of them aunfwere ere this 
(when they were afked that queftion) two manner of wayes. One 
was, they felled in deede no dearer then they were wont to do 5 fay- 
ing for proofe thereof, that they would take for theyr commodities 
as much and no more of our commodities then they were wont to do. 
As for our tod of woll, they would gieue afmuch Wyne, Spice, or 
Silke as they were wont to gene for fo much. Yea, for an ounce of 
our bluer or golde, as much fluffe as euer was geuen for the fame. 
And their other anfwere was, that if we reckened they did fell their 
wares dearer becaufe they demaunded moe pieces of our coyne for the 
fame then they were wont to do, that was not their fault, they faide, 
hut cures, that made our pieces leffe, or leffe worth then they were in 
times paft. Therefore, they demaunded the moe pieces of them for 
their Wares : faying, they cared not what names wee woulde gieue 
oure Coynes, they would conlider the quantity & right value of it, that 
they were elleemed at euery where through the world. 

Then I would bane anfwered them there of this forte. If they 
came hether but for our commodities, what made it the matter to 
them what quantity or value our coyne were ? If fo, they might bane 
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as much of our commodities for the fame as they were wont to do. 
If they came againe for our iiluer and golde^ It was neuer lawfull, nor 
yet is expedient they fhould haue any from vs. Wherefore, I would 
thinke that was no caufe why they fhould fell theyr wares dearer then 
they were wonte to doe. 

^Then he might haue aunfwered againe, that it chaunfed not all 
wayes together, that when they had wares which we wanted, we 
had againe al thofe wares that they looked for. And therefore 
they, hauinge percale more wares neceflary for vs then we had of fuch 
wares as they looked for, would be glad to receiue of vs fuch fhiife 
currant in moft places as might buy that they looked for elfe where 
at their pleafure 5 And that they will fay was not our coyne. And 
as for our lawes of not tranfporting ouer fea any Gold or filuer, 
they paffed not thereof, fo they mighte haue the fame once con- 
ueyed the7?i 5 As they had many waies to haue it fo, which I haue 
before remembred. Finally, hee might fay that we had not in 
deede our coyne in that eftate our lelues, that by the name they 
pretended, but efeemed both the value & qua?2tity of the Huffe it 
was made of. For if they had brought vnto vs halfe an ounce of 
finer, wee would not take it for an ounce 3 nor if they brought vs 
bralfe mingled with Siluer, we woulde not take it for pure Siluer; and 
if wee woulde not take it fo at their handes, why fhoulde they take it 
otherwife at ours ? Then they faw no man heere but woulde rather 
haue a cup of liluer thew of bralfe, no, not the maifter of our mints, 
though they would otherwife perfwade the one to be as good as the 
other. Wherfore, feing vs efeeme the one in deede better then the 
other, as aU the world doth befide, why Ihould they not efteeme our 
coine after the quantity and value of the fubftaunce thereof, both after 
the rate it was efteemed amonge vs, & alfo euery other where? And 
fo as in moe pieces now, there is but the value that was in fewer 
pieces afore, therefore they demaunded greater number of pieces, but 
yet the like value in fubftaunce that they were wont to demauwd for 
their wares. Now let vs fee whether now goeth the caufe of this 
matter ? from the ftraungers ^ For me thinkes he hath refonably ex- 
cufed himfelfe & put it from him. 

^By your tale it muft bee in the cojiie, and confequently in the 
Kanges highnes, by whole commaundement the fame was altered. 
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Yea^ percafe it goes further yet } yea^ to fuch as were the firh 
counfailours of that deede, pretending it ihould bee to his highnes 
greate and notable commodityej whych^ if hys grace mought bane 
perceiaed to haue ben but a morne72ta in profit, and continuail lolle 
both to his highnes and alio his whole Realme, Hee with his people 
might haue ben eafiy reuoked againe from pradife of that fimple 
deuife. But as a man that entendeth to heale an other by a Medicine 
tkat he thinketh good, though it prooue otherwife, is not much to 
be blamed ^ no more was the kinges maiefiy in any wyfe, (in whofe 
time this was don, which is not to be fuppofed to haue intended 
thereby any lolTe, but rather commoditye to himfelfe and his fub- 
ieds) to be herein reprehended, albeit the thing fucceeded befide the 
purpofe. 

Then yee thinke plainely f/iat this alteration of ^/le coine was the 
chiefe and principall caufe of this vniuerfall dearth ? 

Yea, no doubt, and of many of f/ie fayd grieues that we haue 
talked of, by meanes it beinge the oryginall of all 5 and that befide the 
reafon of the thing being plaine inough of it felf, alfo experience &: 
proofe doth make it more playne. For euen with tAe alteration of lAe 
coyne began this dearth^ and as the coyne appay red, fo rofe the prices 
of thinges with all ^ &: this to be true, ^Ae few pieces of olde coyne 
which afterward remained did tefiefie^ for yee Ihould haue for any of 
i/iat fame coyne as much of any ware, either outward or inward, as euer 
was wont to be had for the fame. For as the meafure is made lelfe, 
there goeth more number to make vp the tale 3 and becaufe this rayfed 
not together at all mens handes, therefore fome hath greate loifes, and 
fome other greate Gaynes thereby, and that made fuch a generall 
grudge for the thinge at the firfie time. And thus to conclude, 
thinke this alteration of the Coine to haue ben the firfi: originall caufe 
that firauTzgers firfi: fould their wares dearer to vs, and that made all 
Farmers, and Tenaunts, that reared any co 7 ?zmodity, agiane to fell the 
fame dearer. The Dearth thereof made the Gentlemen to rayfe their 
rents, & to take Farmes to their handes for their better prouifion, and 
confequently to inclofe more Groundes. 

If this were the chiefefi: caufe of the dearth, as of very good pro- 
bability (by you, maifier Dodor) heeretofore alleaged,it fliould feeme 
to be^ how cozTimeth it to pafie (where as you fay, if the caufe be re- 
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moued, the effect is alfo taken away) that the piyces of all ihinges fall 
not backe to theyr olde rate, whereas now long lithence our engliih 
coyne (to the great honour of our noble PrincelTe which now raigh- 
iieth) hath bene again throughly reftored to his former purity and 
perfedion? 

In deede, fir, I muft needes confefie vnto you (although it may 
feeme at the iirfi: fighte to difcredite my former fayinges in fome 
parte) that, notwithfianding that our Coyne at this prefent day, yea, 
and many yeares pafi, hath recouered his aunciente goodnefie, yet the 
dearth of all thynges, which I before affirmed to haue preceded of 
the decay therof, to remajme and continue fiili amongfi vs. Where- 
fore as your doubte, herein moued very aptly and to the purpofe, is 
v^ell worthy the confideration, fo doe I accompte it of fuch difficulty, 
that perhaps it would not be thought to ftaiide w}i;h modefiy to vn- 
dertake without farther fludy prefently to difiblue the fame. 

S}t:, I pray you for this time omit the pleadinge of modefiy. I 
vnderfiand wel ynough by your former talke, that you are not 
vnprouided of fufficient fiore (without farther deliberation) to fatiffie 
vs withall, in greater matters (if neede were) then thefe. 

WelP, I am content (becaufe you haue it fo) to ^yeelde to 
your importunity. I will vtter franckely vnto you myne Opinion here- 
in, but vnder protefiation, that if you like it not, yee reiedt it, impart- 
ing likewife with mee your owne Phantafies and ludgementes in the 
fame. I fynde therefore two fpeciall caufes, in myne Opinion, by 
meanes of the which, notwiti^fianding that refhtution made in our 
coin, the aforefayd dearth of things (in refpedt of the former age) 
remayneth yet among vs. The firft is, that whereas immediately after 
the bafenefie of our Coyne in the time of kyng Henry the eight, the 
prices of all things generally among al forts of people rofej it 
muft needes happen here withal (as yee know) that our gentlemen, 
which lined ouely vpon the reuenues of their lands, were as neare or 
nearer touched (as is before proued) with the fmarte hereof then any 
other, of what order or efiate fo euer. Thys therefore being takew as 
moft true, the Gentlemen, defirous to majuitaine theyr former credite 
in bearing out the Porte of theyr Predecefibrs, were driuen of necefiity 
as often as whenfoeuer any Leafes deuiled for terme of yeares by 
themfelues or their Auncefiors were throughly expyred, & fel into 
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theyr handes, not to let them ont agayne for the moft part^ but as the 
rents of them were farre racked beyond the old 3 Yea, this rackynge and 
hoyfiing vp of Rentes hath continued euer fince thai tyme, vntill thi.s 
prefent day. Hereupon the hutbandman was neceifarily inforced, 
whereas his rent was now greater then before (and fo continiieth vnto 
this day), to fel his Vidtayles dearer, k to continue the dearth of them 3 
and likewife other artificers withalh to maintaine the like proportion 
in theyr wares 3 wherefore as this dearth at the fyrft time (as I faid be- 
fore) fprange of the alteration of the coyne, as of his firfte and chiefeft 
efficient caufe, fo doe I attribute the continuance of it hitlierunto and 
fo forwarde, partely to the racked and Rretched rentes, which haue 
lafted, yea, and increafed euer fince that time hetherunto, & fo are like 
to continue I ^know not how long. Now if we would in thefe our 
dayes haue the olde pewny worthes generally reftored among vs agayne, 
The refloring of our good Coine, which allredy is pafl, (& before tk& 
improued rentes would only of it felfe haue been fufficient to haue 
brought this matter to paffie,) will not ferue in thefe our dayes, except 
wiihdll the racked rentes bee pulled downe, which poffibly can not be 
Without the common confent of our landed men throughout the whole 
realme. Another reafon I conceiue in this matter to be the great ftore 
& plenty of treafure, which is walking in thefe parts of the world far 
more in thefe our dayes then euer our forefathers haue feiie in times 
pall. Who doth not vnderlland of the infinite funzmes of gold k 
filuer, which are gathered from the Indies k other countries, and fo 
yearely tranfported into thefe colles ? As this is otherwife moll cer- 
taine, fo doth it euidently appeare by the common report of all aun- 
cient men lining in thefe daies. It is their cozzftant report, thai in 
times pall, k within the memory of man, he hath beene accounted a 
rich & welthy man, k well able to keepe houfe among his neighbors, 
which, all things difcharged, was clearely worth xxx. or xl.li.3 but in 
thefe our daies the man of thai ellimation is fo farre in the common 
opinion from a good houfe-keeper, or man of wealth, thai he is re- 
puted the next neighbor to a begger. Wherefore thefe ii. reafons 
feemed vnto me to contain in them fufficient probability for caufes of 
the continuaunce of this generall dearth. 

Yea, but (fir) if the increaf of treafure be partly the occafion of 
this continued dearth, then by likelyhoode in other our neighbors na- 
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tiom, \Tito \rIioni yearly is connaighed great ftore of gold and filuer, 
the pryces of vidtayles, and other wares in like forte, rayfed according 
to the increafe of their treafure. 

It is eiien fo j and therefore to \1;ter freely mine opinion, as I ac- 
cou7?7pt it a matter very hard for the difficulties aboue reherfed to re- 
uoke or call backe agayne all our Effiglilh wares vnto their old prices, 
fo doe I not take it to be e}dher profitable or conuenient for the 
Realme, excepte wee would wifiie that our commodities fhould bee 
vttered good cheape to fi:rau;2gers, and theirs, on the other fide, deare 
vnto vs, which could not be without great impouerififing of the Com- 
mon weale in a very fiiorte time. 

Now that you haue fo well touched the occafion of this dearth, 
and what is to be hoped or wifiied of the lame, fo fully that I am well 
fatiffied withall, I pray you the we me the remedies of thefe great In- 
ciofures, whereof al the realme complaineth of fo much, and hath 
complajmed long vpon. For you haue well perfwaded how it is a 
meane of greate defolation of this realme, and that is longe of the 
great profit that men haue by pafture, oner that they haue by tillage, 
that they turne fo much to pafture. Now I woulde fayne heare how 
it might bee remedied againe 5 for I haue hearde this matter of long 
time, & often reafoned vpon afwell in Parliament as in Couwfayles, & 
yet fmall remedy found therefore that tooke efFed. 

If I then, after fo many wife heades as were in thofe Parliaments 
and Counfayles, would take \^oii me to corred (as they fay) Magnifi- 
cat, & to finde a remedye for this thinge which they could neuer doe, 
I might bee reckened very arrogant. 

Yet tell your phantade therein ,• for though you milfe of the right 
meane to reforme that, it lhall bee no more fhame for you to doe fo, 
then it was for fo many wife men as yee fpeake of to mifie. 

You fay truth, and fince I fpeak nothing in this part that I would 
haue taken as it were for a law or determined thing, but as a certayne 
motion for other wife men to co;zfider, & to admit or reied as to their 
better reafon ftiall feeme good 5 therefore, as yee haue boldned me al- 
ready wit A your patience to fay thus farre, I will not fpare to declare 
my minde in ^this. But ftill I muft keepe my grounde that I spake 
of, that is, to try out the effeduall caufe of thefe inclofures, and then, 
by taking away of the caufe, to redrefie the thinge. 
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I pray you doe fo} for to mee it feemes very reafonable that ye 
fa}% and agreeable to that I heard a good Phiiition tell mee once, when 
I was ficke of an ague: when I atkedhim why he gaue me purgations 
that made me yet weaker then I was, being w^eake inough allredy, 
faying bee had more neede to gieue me thinges that fhould make me 
Itrowgerj Then he anfwered me that choler was //ze caufe of my 
iicknes, and that hee gaue me thofe purgations to auoyde this humour, 
which being the caufe of my difeafe once taken away, the Iicknes 
lliould bee ridde from me withall. And, therefore, I pray you vie 
your accuhomed order in this matter, and tel the caufe of tiiefe In- 
clofures. 

I fhewed you before in our communication in the Garden, the 
thinges that I thought to be the caufe thereof, and partly the remedy 
of the lame. 

So did other men among vs tell theyr fanlie as then ^ but now we 
pray you tell which of all thofe caufes ye take for the necelfary and 
efficient caufe of this matter. 

To tel you plaine, it is Auarice i/iat I take for t/ie principall caufe 
thereof ^ but can we deuife t/iat all couetoufnes can be taken from 
men ? No, no more then we can make men to be wzt/zout wealth, 
without gladnes, without feare, and without all affedlions^ what then? 
we mult take away from men the occalion of their couetoufnes in this 
part 5 what is that ? the exceeding luker that they fe grow by thefe in- 
clofures more then by their hulbandry. And that may be done by 
any of thefe two meanes that I will tell you : Either by t/ie miniih- 
ing of the luker that men haue by graling 5 Or els by aduauzzling of 
the profJte of hufbandry, til it be as good and as profitable to the 
occupiers as graling is 5 for euery mazz (as F/a^o faith) is naturally 
jpouetous of luker. And ikat wdierein they fee ^moft luker, they will 
moE gladly exercife. I fhewed you before, that there is more luker by 
grahng of x. Acres to the occupier alone, then is in the tillage of xx. 
And //ze caufes thereof be many : one is, that graling requires fmall 
charge & fmall labor, which in tillage cozzfumes much of the mezzs 
gaizzes ; though it be true that the tillage of x. acres brings more gaines 
generally amonge the maifter 8 c all his mainy, then the grafing of xx. 
acres. Another great caufe is, that whatfoeuer thing is rered vpon 
grafing, hath free vente both ouer this fide & alfo beyond the fea, to 
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be fold at the highell penny. It is co/itrary of all thinges reared by 
tillage, for it requires both great charge of feruaunts & of labor. And [Causes of til- 
aifo if any good cheape be of come, it paieth fcant for the charge of badi>^.? 
the tillage. And then if the market doe arife, either within the Realme 
or without, the poore hufband lhalbe fo reftrained from felling his 
com, that he neuer after ihall haue any ioy to fet his plough in the 
ground 5 which maketh euery ma/z forfake tillage and fall to grating, 
which bringeth in all thefe Inclofures. 

Now, what remedy for that r Knighte. 

Alary ! as for the hrlf pojmt, that is, touching the vnequal charges Doctor, 
of tillage and grating, that can not be holpen in all pointes, by reafon 
the nature of both reapes the contrary. Therefore the latine tongue 
calles the one, that is, pafture, pratuin, that is as much to fay as para- Viainm quasi 
turn, ready. But the other ihinge might be remedied, that the huf- 
bazzdmazz might haue afmuch liberty at all times to fel his corn, either [There should 

be no restraint 

within the Realme or without, as the aralier hath to fell his; which on the sale of 

^ ^ corn.] 

w^ould make the huibandmen more willing to occupy theyr plough. 

And other, feeing them thriue, would turn theyr pafture to tyllage. 

And, though it eiihaunfe the market for the time, yet woulde it caufe 

much more tillage to be vfed, and coiifequently more Come, which in 

time of plewtye within this Realme might bringe in much treafure ^ k 

in time of fcarftty would fufBce for the realme, as I ftiew^ed you before. P Foi. 47] 

And thus with luker they fliould bee entyfed to occupy the Plough, 

yea, & with other priuileges. I haue red that in this realme fometime [Once the 

plongh-tail was 

there was fuch a lawe, as a man that had trelpafled the lawe of mif- a sanctuary.] 

aduenture, mought haue taken the Plough tayle for his fain(5biary. 

Alfo that occupation was had fo honourable araonge the jRomains, 

that one was taken from honlding the plough to bee Conjidl in 

Rome, who after his yeare ended, thought no fcome to refort to the 

fame feate againe. What occupatio/i is fo necelTary or fo profitable 

for mans life as this is ? Or what miftery is fo voyd of all craft as 

the fame is ? k how litle it is regarded ; yea, how much is it def- [Husbandry is 

, .... - now despised. 

pifed, that many m thefe daies repute them but as villains, pefaunts, or Farmers are 
Raues, by whome the proudeft of them haue their linings. So that SSsd 
I maruaile much there is any (feing fuch a vility k contempt of the 
thing) will occupy the feat of huftbandry at all ,* For as honour nour- 
ilheth all icieraces, fo diftionor muft needes decay them. And there- 
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fore if ye will haue hulbandry encreafed, ye mull honor & cheriHi itj 
tAat is, to let the;;^ haue honeft gaines thereby j Sc lince if/zat gains 
fhail come into youre countrey, why ihotild you be offended there- 
witA ? Another way is to abate the cozzzmodity of graling, as when 
any taxe is requifite to be graunted to ^/le Prince, if lands be charge- 
able thereto, to charge one aker of paflure afmuch as two of arable. 
Or els to burden wolls & fells, & fuch things as are reared by graling, 
^Aat paffe to ifAe partes beyond ^Ae fea vnwrought, witA double tallage 
ouer any corn tra/ifported ^ and by enhaunling the profite of tillage, 
and abaling of the profite of graling, I doubt not but hulbandry would 
be more occupied and graling much lelfe ; And therby thefe inclo- 
fures to be broken vp. Alfo there is one thing of old time ordeined 
in this realme, which being kept vnaltered would helpe hereunto 
alfo 5 that is, where men are enter cozzzminers in ^Ae cowmon Helds, Sc 
alfo haue their portions fo entermedled one with another, that though 
they would, they could not enclofe any part of /Ae fayd fields fo long 
as it is fo. ^But of late, diners men, finding greater profite by graling 
then by hulbandry, haue founde the meanes either to buy their neigh- 
bors partes round aboute them, or els to exchaunge with them fo 
many acres in this place for fo many in another, whereby they might 
bringe all theyr landes together, and fo inclofe it. For the auoiding 
whereof, I think vereiy that it was fo of olde time ordeined, that euery 
Tenaunt had his lande not all in one parcell of euery field, but enter- 
laced with his neighbors landes, fo as here fhould bee three acres, and 
then his neighbour fhould haue as many 3 Sc ouer that, he other iii. or 
iiii., and fo after the like rate be ^Ae mofi: partes of the copy holdes 
that I doe know in this couwtrey 5 which I thinke good were Hill fo 
continued, for auoyding of the fayd enciofures. And thus farre as 
touching t/mt matter. 

Now that you haue well declared your opinion in thefe matters of 
the common dearth and enciofures, I pray you tell vs your minde 
what fhould be the occafion of the decay of the good Townes of this 
realme, 8 c of all Bridges, Highwayes, and hofpitalles j and how the 
fame may be remedied and releeued againe. For that thefe hulband- 
men & dwellers of the countrey finde not fo great lacke in the fieldes 
abroade, but Citizens and Burgefes finde as much within theyr walles. 

Since I haue begon to take vpon me to tell my phanfie in all thefe 


Doctor* 
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tilings^ I will goe through. In mine opinion, tht good occupations 
heretofore vfed in the fayd Townes were occalion of theyr wealth in 
times paft, and the laying dowm of thofe occupations againe Is the 
caufe of the decay of the fame townes. Wherefore, if fuch occupa- 
tions may be reuyued againe in the fame, they would recouer theyr 
former wealth againe. 

I beleeue that well, that the decay of the occupations was the de- 
cay of thefe tovraes 5 but what, I pray you, was ^the occalion of fuch 
decay of the occupations ? 

I will tell you : while men were contented with fuch as w^ere 
made in the market townes next vnto them, then were they of our 
Townes & Cities well fet a workej as I knewe the time when men 
were contented wiih. Cappes, Hattes, Gyrdels, and Poyntes, and ail 
manner of garmentes made in the townes next adiojning 5 whereby 
the Townes were then well occupied and fet a worke, and yet the 
money payd for the fame iluife rema}ned in the countrey. Now, the 
poorell younge man in a countrey cannot be content with a lether 
gyrdle, or lether poyntes, Kniues or Daggers, made nigh home. And 
fpecially, no Gentleman can be contente to bane eyther Cappe, Cote, 
Dublet, Hofe, or iliyrte, in his countrey, but they mufi: haue this geare 
come from London ; and yet many thinges hereof are not there made, 
but bey 072 d the fea 5 whereby the artificers of our good townes are 
idle, and the occupations in London, and fpecially of the townes beyond 
the feaes, are well fet a worke, euen vpon our cofies. Therefore I 
would wifh fome flay were deuifed for coraming of fo many trifles 
from beyond the Sea, and fpecially of fuch things as might be made 
here among our felues ^ or els might bee either all fpared, or els leffe 
vfed amonge vs 5 as thefe drinking and looking glalTes, paynted clothes, 
perfumed gloues, daggers, kniues, pines, pointes, agletes, buttons, and 
a thoufande other thinges of like forte. As for filkes, wines, and fpice : 
if there came leffe oner, it made no matter. But fpecially, I would that 
nothing made of our commodities, as wolles, felles, and tinne, Ihould 
be brought from beyond the fea to be fblde here, but that all thofe 
fhould be wrought within this realme. were it not better for vs that 
our owne people were fet a worke with fuch thinges then firaungers ? 

I am fiire xx. thoufand perfons might be fet a worke within this 
realme, that are fet a worke beyond fea with thofe thinges that now 
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be made beyond the Sea, and ^ might be made here ] (might not the 
Prince bee glad of any ayde, whereby hee might finde X. M. perfons 
through the whole yeare, and burden his treafures with neuer a penny 
thereof?) I think thefe things might be wrought here, not onely fuf- 
heient to fet fo many a worke and ferue the realme, but alfo to ferue 
other parts, as all kinde of Cloth and Kerfey, Woriireds, Couerlets, & 
Carpets of tapeftry. Caps, knit Sleeues, Hofen, Peticotes, and Hattes • 
then Paper, both white and browne, parchment, velam, and all kinde 
of Leather ware, as gloiies, poyntes, gyrdles, ikins for lerkins 5 and of 
tinne all maner of vellell, and alfo all kinde of glaffes, and earthen 
pots, tennice balles, cardes, tables and chefTes, hnce we will needes 
haue fuch things j And Daggers, kniues, hammers, fawes, chefells, 
axes, & fuch things made of yron. might not wee bee alhamed to 
take all thefe things at ftraungers hands, & fet fuch a multitude of 
their people a worke as I fpake of now, wbofe finding & wages we 
doe beare now, where all this profit might bee faued within the 
Realme, where it fiiould not goe from vs, but returne to vs againe 
from whence it came ? And in fettinge vp of thefe occupations, I 
w’ould haue them mofi preferred and cheri filed, that bring mofi: com- 
modity and treafure into the countreyj as yee mufi: confider three 
fortes of occupations: one that carieth out the treafure ] the fecond 
fort, that as it carrieth none forth of the countrey, fo it bringeth none 
in, but that it getteth it Ipendeth in the countrey j the third bringeth 
in treafure to the countrey. Of the firfi: forte are Vintners, Milleners, 
Haberdafiiers ^ thefe galley men, Mercers, Fuftian Sellers, Grocers, &: 
Pothecaries that felleth vs any wares made beyond the Sea, for they 
doe but exhaufi: the treafure of the Realme. Of the fecond fort are 
Vidaylers, Inhoulders, Bouchers, Bakers, Brewers, Taylors, Cord- 
winders, Sadlers, Carpenters, loyners, Mafons, Blacke Smythes, 
Turners, and ^Hoopers 5 which, like as they coniiey no money out of 
ike countrey, fo they brtnge none in 5 but where as they get it the}^ 
fpend it. Of the thyrd fort. bee thefe clothiers, cappers, worfted- 
makers, Pewterers, Tanners, which bee all that wee haue of any arte 
which I can nowe recken,that brings into the realme any treafure. 
Therefore thefe artes are to bee chearilhed, whereas they be vfed, 
and where they bee not, they would be fet vp; and alfo other 
fciewces moe, as making of glaffes, making of Swords, Daggers, 
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Kniues, and ail tooles of Iron and Steele 5 alfo making of pinnes, 
poynts, laces, thred, and all maner of paper, and parclime?zt. I haue 
heard fay that the chiefe trade of Couentry was heretofore in making 
of blew threde, and then the towne was riche euen vpon that trade in 
manner onely^ and now our thredde comes all from beyond Sea. 
Wherefore that trade of Couentry is decaied, and thereby the towne 
likewdfe. So Briftow had a great trade by making of poyntes, and 
was the chiefe milterie that was exercifed in the towne. And albeit 
thefe be but two of the lighteft faculties that are, yet were there two 
great townes chyfiy mainteined by thefe two faculties aboue rehearfed. 
I heard fay in Venice (that moll dorilhing citie at thefe daies of al 
Europe), if they may here of any cunning craftes man in any faculty, 
they wall linde the meanes to allure him to dwell in their citye j for 
it is a wonder to fee what a deale of money one good occupyer doth 
bringe into a towne, though he himfelfe doth not gaine to his owne 
commoditye but a poore lyuing. As for example, what money one 
Worlledmaker bringes into the towne where he dwelles, and how 
many haue lyuings vnder him, & w^hat w'ealth he brings to the towne 
where he dwels, truly I can not fufficie/ztly declare, for by a few 
worlledmakers the fame townes they haue are growen to great wealth 
& ryches. So of Clothing and Capping. But where other cities do 
allure vnto them good workemen, ours will expell ^them out 5 as I 
haue knowen good workemen, as well Smythes as Weaners, haue 
come^ from ftrauwge parties to fome Cityes within this Realme, 
entending to fet vp theyr craftes, and becaufe they were not free 
there (but fpecially becaufe they were better workemen then were 
any in the Towne) they coulde not bee fuffered to worke there. 
Such incorporations had thofe Milleries in thofe Townes, that none 
might w^orke there in their faculty, except they did compounde with 
them firfl. 

And doe you.thinke it reafonable that a llraunger Ihould bee as 
free in a City or Towne as they that were prentifes there ? then no 
man would bee Prentice to any occupation if it were fo. 

I fayde not that they lhall haue commonly lyke liberty or Fraun- 
chifej but as one crafte makes but one particuler companie of a 
Towne or City, fo I would haue the weale of the whole City rather 
regarded then the commodity or Fraunchile of one craft or millerry 5 
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for^ though commonly none fliould be admitted there to worke but 
fuch as are free^ yet when a finguler good workernan in any miltery 
comes^ which by his good knowledge might both enftrudte them 
of the Towne being of the fame faculty, and alfo bringe into the 
Towne much commodity befide, I woulde in that cafe haue priuate 
Liberties and Priuileges gieue place to a publique weale 5 and fuch a 
man gladly admitted for his excellency to the Freedome of the fame 
Towne, without burdening of him with any charge for his firh: entry 
or fetting vp. Yea, where a Towne is decayed, and lackes artificers 
to furnifh the Towne with fuch craftes as were either fometimes 
exercifed well there, or might bee by reafon of the fituation and com- 
modity of the fame Towne, I woulde haue fuch craftes men allmred 
out of other places where they bee plenty, to come to thofe Townes 
decayed to dwell, offering them theyr Freedome, yea, theyr houfe 
rente ^free, or fome ftocke lent them of the common flocke of fuch 
townes 5 and whe?z the towne is wel furnifhed of fuch Artificers, then 
to Hay the cowmlng in of Foreners. But while thQ towne lackes en- 
habitauntes of artificers, it were no policy for the reftauration of the 
towme to keepe of ^ any ftraunge artificers ] for the moH parte of all 
townes are mainteyned by craftes men of all fortes, but fpecially by 
thofe that make any wares to fell out of the countrey, and brynges 
therefore treafure into the fame: As clothiers, cappers, worfted- 
makers, hatmakers, poyntmakers, pinners, painters, founders, fmythes 
of all fortes, cutlers, glouers, tanners, parchment makers, gyrdiers, 
pourfers, makers of paper, thredmakers, turners, baficet makers, and 
many other fuch. As for the mercers and haberdailiers, vintners, and 
grocers, I cannot tee what they doe to a towne, but fynde a liuinge 
to V. or vi. houfholdes, and in fteade thereof empouerifli ten times as 
many. But fince men wil needes haue filkes, wine, and fpice, it is as 
good that men do fpend theyr money vpon fuch in their owne towme 
as to be dryuen to feeke the fame farther. As for the reft of the ar- 
tificers, like as I faid before, euen as they take no money out of the 
Countrey, fo theybryng none in 3 as Taylours, Shoemakers, Carpen- 
ters, loyners, Tylers, Mafons, Bouchers, vittailers, & fuch like. Alfo 
an other thinge I recken woulde helpe much to relieue oure Townes 
decaied^ if they would take order that al the wares made there fhould 
haue a fpeciall marke, and that marke to be fet to none but to ftich 
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as be truely wrought. And alfo that euerj^ Artihcer dwelling out of 
all townes (fuch as ca«not, for the commodity of their occupations, be 
brought to any towne to enhabite, as Fullers, Tanners, and clothiers,) 
ihould bee limitted to bee vnder the dire6tion of one good Towne or 
other, and they to fell no ware but fuch as are firft approued and fealed 
by the Towne that they are lymited vnto. And by thefe two meaiies, 
that is to fay, fy[r]fi:e ^ by flaying of wares wrought beyond fea, which 
might be wrought within vs, from comming in to be fold 5 Secondly, 
by reflraining of our wolles, tinne, felles, & other commodityes from 
pafling ouer vn wrought j And thirdly, by bryngiiig in (vnder the 
corre(5tio?2 of good towns) artificers dwelling in the countreies, making 
wares to be fo][d]e outward, & thefe wares to be viewed and fealed by 
the towne feale before they Ihoulde bee foldej — I woulde thynke 
oure Townes myght be foone reflored to theyr auncyent wealth, or 
farre bettered if they would follow this. 

Now wee pray you go to the laft matter ye fpake of : how thefe 
diuerfities of opinions may be take/z away, %vhich troubles the people 
very fore, and makes great fedition and deuifion among them, and in 
maner makes debate beetw^ene neighbour & neighbour, the Father and 
bis Son, the Man and his Wyfe, which is yet more to bee feared then 
all other the forefay d Ioffes of wordly^ goods. For if wee were neuer 
fo poore, and did neuer theleife agree amonge our felues, wee fhoulde 
lycke our felues hoale againe in fliort fpace. 

Yee fay truth : with concord, weake things do encreafe & waxe 
big ; And contrarywife, with difcorde flrong thinges waxe weake. And 
it mufl needes be true that truth it felfe fa}i:h : ' Euery kingdome de- 
uided in it felfe lhal bee defolate.’ Wherefore I cannot forbeare to 
ihewe you my poore opinion, how fo great a mifchiefe as this is may 
bee auoyded out of this our common Weale ,* & flil I will vfe one trade, 
as in feeking out the oryginall caufe, and by takinge aw^aye of that to 
ihew the remedye. I take the chiefe caufe hereof, afwel the finnes of 
the/zz that be the miniflers of Chrifls holy word and mifleries, as of 
you that bee the fiocke. And firfl, of ours, that haue fwarued alto- 
gether from their due courfe, order, and profeffion, to all kinde of 
liberality, not onely to ^the bafenes of lay men, but far inferiour to 
them in pride, couetonfiies, and fuch. Wherefore yee lay men, fee- 
ing in vs no excellency in our maners in deede, thinke vs vnworthye 


[Country arti- 
sans to be 
afBliated to some 
town.] 


p Fol. 50, back] 

[Stafford’s 3 
Remedies for 
the Decay of 
Towns.} 


Kniglit. 

[W’'hat’s the 
remedy for our 
Religious 
Differences 


£2 worldly] 


Doctor 


Concordia 
que res 
crescunt, 
discordia 
maxime di- 
iabuntur. 


[The Sins of 
Ministers (and 
Laymen) are the 
cause of our 
Religious 
Troubles.] 


[3 Fol 51] 



9z 


fWhile Ministers 
Hvd up to what 
they preach t, ail 
men obeyd 
them.] 


[ The occasio« of 
the scysme in 
matters of reli- 
gion. ^ 

[is the sm of 
Ministers ; and 
unless they_ 
reform, schism 
’ll not cease.] 


Knight. 


Doctor. 

[1 FoL 51, back] 


[We clergy have 
been beaten ; 
but with little 
good result. 


How many ^ 
more of us live 
in our parishes 
nowV] 


A briefe Conceipt 

to bee your Leaders and Paftors, or to whofe dodlryne yee fhoulde 
gieue credence, whome yee fee in i}’ning far difcrepant from tbe fame. 
And therefore ye take vpon you the iudgment of fpirituall thinges, to 
whom it doth not appertain. As one inconuenience draweth euer 
another after him, for fo long as the miniflers of the church were of 
thofe mailers & conuerfation agreeable with theyr dodryne. So long 
all men, yea, the greatell prynces of the worlde, and the wyfeft me?z, wer 
conteTzt to beleue our dodrine, k to obey vs in things concerning that 
foule -j and fince we fel from the perfedio/z of life, we grew out of 
credit, k the holy dodrine of Chryil fuffered flaunder by our hnfull 
liuing. So we haue gieuen the fyrfte occafion of this euil, k yee haue 
taken it as an inflrumeTzt to worke this fcyfme withal. And though 
both do euil therin, yet the remedy ought to begin at the roote of 
this mifchief, which I take to bee in the minifters k paftors fpirituall. 
And to be playne with you, and no more to diffemble cure owne 
faultes then I haue done yours, except wee reforme our felues fyrft, 
I can haue no great trufi: to fee this generall fcyfme and deuilion in 
religion vtterly taken away 3 it may, percafe, wy th authority be for a 
time appeafed, but neuer fo as it fprynge not againe, except wee re- 
forme oure felues fyrft. 

Mary ! and I thinke yee haue ben wel difciplined k correded al- 
ready, fo as yee had good caufe to bee reformed, as by taking much of 
your polleflions from you, and in biirdeninge of your benefices with 
fubfidies, as well annuall as proportional, and other wayes. What 
other reformation would yee haue more ? 

Yea, no doubte wee haue had beatinge inough, if that would haue 
ferued, but fome maifters wit A litle beating will ^ teach theyr fchollers 
better the^z other with more ftrypes cm doe 3 and agayne, fome fchol- 
lers will be reformed with lelle beating then other. So you and we 
doe now : you in beating inough, but litle teaching 3 and wee agayne, 
little regarding the flrypes, doe learne as litle. For, notwithdandiiig 
thefe punifhments that we bane had, the reproches and reuilinge, and 
opening of our faultes, fee how many of vs haue reformed our 
felues, yea, fo much as in our outwarde duties, whereunto we are 
bound both by gods lawe and our cannons lawes and decrees 3 how 
many moe of vs haue reforted to our benefices to be refident thereon, 
which not onely by the fayd lawes, but alfo vpon greate penalties wee 
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are bounde vnto by the lawes of this Realme ! How many lelTe now 
then before baue Rudied to heape Benetice vpon Benefice, when wee 
bee fcante able to difcharge one of them ! what better triall or ex- 
amination is there nowe in admittyiig of miniflers of the church ? 
What more exadte fearche is made by our Bithops for worthy men to 
be admitted to the cure of foules ? What better execution of our can- 
nons and decrees doe our Bifhoppes, Deanes, and Archdeacons in their 
vifitations now, then they did before ? Yea, what better hofpitality, 
refideiice, or miniflration eyther of the word or of their other duties, 
doe our prelates and Byfhops now, then they did before ? doe they not 
lurke in theyr manlions & manour places far from theyr cathedral 
churches as they were wont, and fcant once a yeare will fee their 
principail church, where they ought to be continually refident } be 
they not in a maner as vnmeete for preaching the word of God as euer 
they were, for all thefe plagues that God fendes to the??? ? But they 
are fo blynded, that they cannot fee wherefore they be thus punilhed, 
& conftrue it to be for other caufes, as by the couetoufnes of lay men 
in defiringe theyr Polieflioas by a hatred conceiued agaynfle them, 
for not obteyning theyr purpofe ^at men of the Chur^ches hand^. Or 
for that they cannot abyde the correction of the church, or fuch other 
caufes as they immagine with thew fellies ; And thinke that the in- 
dignation againft them lliortly will flake of it felfe. But I pray God 
it doe not rather encreafe, as I feare me it will, except we amend vs 
the rather. How can men be content to pay the tenth of theyr goods 
which they gette with theyr fore labour and fweate of theyr browes, 
when they can not haue for it againe neither ghofliy comforte nor 
bodely i what layman will be any thing fcrupulous to keepe thofe 
tythes in his owne handes, when hee fees vs doe nothing more then 
hee for it ? what credite w[i]ll any man gieue to our doCfarine, whom 
they fee fo light in lyuing ? what reuerence will they gieue our per- 
fonnes, in whofe manners they fee no grauity r But to palle from thefe 
matters to others. There be moft godly ordynaunces made by our 
lawes by audority of Counfayies generally, that all Archdeacons 
fhould vifite in perfon yearely the5rr precindes. The Bifhop euery 
three yeares to fee the whole Diocefle, what is to be reformed either 
priuately or generally, that priuate faultes might be reformed forth 
with, and the generaU at the next Synode j and therefore they haue 
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theyr procurations. Vifite they doe not in perfon, as they ought to 
doe, but by deputies, more for theyr procurations then for any reforma- 
tion. The money is furely gathered, but the caufe wherefore it was 
geuen, nothinge kept j the ftipend is exaded, and the worke wherefore 
it was due, vndoTi. Then is there another good ordenau/zce and godly, 
abfolued after the like forte j where euery bilhop fhould yerely keepe 
a linode in his diocelle of all euangelicall perfo^zs, and euery arch- 
bifliop a iinod for his whole prouince euery thyrd yere, that if any 
thing occurred in the diocelle worthy reformation, it might be referred 
to the prouinciall cozzgregation, if it were either doiibtfull to the 
bilhop, or could not be reformed without greater audority then the 
Bilboppes alone. ^ Where bee tbefe linodes now kept? yet they re- 
ceiue euery yere tbeire bnodals of poore priells 3 of fucb good or- 
denazzee & godly there is nothing kept, but that which is their owne 
priiiat commodity, which be ^/ze procuratiozzs &: linodals 5 other 
part wherefore that charge was laid is omitted 3 the burdezz remaineth, 
& the duty is takezz away 3 yet better it were that both Me one & Me 
other were takezz away, thezz to bane th^ good parte taken & the 
worfe to remaine. If they will fay that there needeth no we a daies 
no fuch vifitation nor fynods, then there needed neuer none of them, 
for moe thinges to bee reformed among vs were .neuer then be now, 
nor reformation neuer more necelTary. But our prelats would fay 
they dare make no lawes in fuch linods for feare of penurye. what 
neede any mo lawes made then they haue already ? what Ihould 
let them to put thefe in execution that be already made, fpecially 
lince they haue the aide of the temperal lawes thereto ? are there not 
flatutes made in parliament for rehdezzee, and for reftrayning of plu- 
ralitie of benefices, which had neuer neede to haue ben made, if wee 
would haue put our lawes in execution ? Are not we worthy to haue 
other men to correiSte and reforme vs, when we can not reforme our 
felues ? Is it maraaile that wee bee out of credence, when our life and 
conuerfation is contrary to cure owne lawes and profelfion, and that 
the religion of them fuffereth flaunder, offence, & reproche, which 
through our defaults flialbe once required of our hands ? Therefore, 
if we wil haue this fcifme takezz away from chrifles church, let vs firfi: 
reform our felues & put our lawes in executiozz, as in reforting to our 
benefices to keepe refidence, and in contentyng our felues wyth one 
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Benefice a piece, and wyth the lyuinge that is appointed to vs for our 
miniflration, without deuifing of other extraordinary & vnlawfuii 
gaines. For what is more agreeable with reafoD;, then a man to 
fpeiide his ti^me where he hath his lyuing, and to do his office for that 
he hath the benefite of? ^ And feeing euery benefice is a mans liuing, 
— & if it be not, it might be amended til it be a competent liuing, and 
euery one requireth one mans whole charge, — ^What reafon is it that 
one man fhould haue two mens iiuinges, & two me?2S charge, where 
he is able to difcharge but one ? XheTz to haue moe, & difcharge the 
cure of neiier a one, is to farre agaynft reafoTZ. But fome, percafe, will 
fay, there be fome of vs w^orthy a greater prefermezzt then other, &: one 
benefice were to litle for fuch a one. Is there not as many degrees in 
the variety of benefices as there is in mens qualities? Yes, forfooth, 
there is yet in this realme (thaTzked be God) benefices from M. markes 
to XX. markes a yeare of fundry values to endow eueiy man with, 
after his qualities and degree. And if a meane benefice happen to fal, 
let euery man be coTztented therewith til a better fal. And if he be 
thought wmrthy of a better, let him leaue the firfi and take f/ze better, 
for the meanefi: Benefice is a fiifficient liuinge for fome man, which 
ffiould be deffitute of a liuing, if that benefice and other like fhould 
be heaped vp together in great mens hawds. Yea, I doe knowe that 
men wffiich haue fuch meane benefices be more commoizly refident, 
and keepe better hofpitality on the fame, then they that haue greater 
benefices. It is a common prouerbe, ^ Its meary in Hall JFhan Beardes 
wags alU No we looke throughe a whole Dioceffe, you fhall not finde 
XX. perfons refident that may difpende xl. 1. a piece 5 nor for al the 
benefices in a DiocefiTe, the fourth perfon refident oner the fame. 
What temperal office is fo far abufed as thefe be that be fpirituall 
and of greater charge ? I pray God fend our Prelats Eyes to fee thefe 
Enormities 5 for it fhoulde feeme that they are fo blinded that they 
cannot fee them. And then I doubt not but all delayes fet a part 
they will reforme them ; and if they do not, I pray God fend our 
Maiefixats temperall the miiide to reforme thefe thiiiges with their 
feculer powder. And to fhidy for the reformation ^of them, rather 
then for theyr pofifeffions, Chrifiian Princes beare not their fwords in 
vajmej nor yet is it fo firarage a thing to fee Chriffian princes reforme 
the Prelates that fwarue from their duties. Thus far be it fpoken 
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touching the reformation of them that be mynilfers of f/ze Church. 
Now to fpeake of that is to be reformed of our parte that bee of the 
laytye, yee rauft vnderftand^ that al that geue the??z felues to the know- 
ledge of any faculty, are commonly fubiedt to eyther of two vices (as 
that great clarke Tally doth report) : tht one is to take thefe things 
that we knowe not for things knowne, or as though we knewe them j 
for avoyding of which fault men ought to take both good fpace and 
great diligence in confideration of things, ere they come to geue 
iudgement of the fame 5 the other vice, to beftowe too great a tludy 
and labour about obfeure and hard thinges nothing neceffary. Let vs 
now confider, and thofe faults be not among you at thefe dayes, ye 
be all now iludious to knowe the vnderhanding of holy feripture. 
And well, for there can be no better dehre, more honeft, nor more 
neceifary for any chrifliaw man ^ but yet doe yee not fee many younge 
men before they haue either taken any longe time, or any good dili- 
gence in the confideration or Ifudy of feripture, take vpon the??i to 
iudge of high matters being in controuerfie, geeuing to quicke alTent 
eyther to their owne inuention, or to other mens, before they haue 
conlidered what might be fayd to the contrary. And this fault is not 
onely feene in men liudions of the knowledge of feripture, but alfo in 
younge Undents of all other fciences : fhall ye not finde a ftudent in 
the lawe of the realme, after he hath bene at the hudy of lawe not 
pad: iii. yeares, more ready to affoyle you a doubtfull caiife of the 
lawe, then either he himfelfe or another, after that he hath dndied 
the law xii. or xiiii. yeares. Yea, no doubt, fo it is in a young Gmm- 
marian, Logitian, Rethoritian, & fo of al other fciences. Therefore 
Pythagoras forbade his Schollers to ^fpeake the firfte v. yeares that 
they came to him, which leffon I would to God yee would be cozttent 
to obferue, before yee gaue any iudgement in matters of holy feripture. 
And then I doubt not, but after vii, yeares reading, ye would by col- 
lation of one place with another of feripture, finde a greater difficulty 
therein then yee doe now, & bee more fcrupuloufe to geue an auj^- 
fwere in high thinges then yee be now ; and this harme co7?^meth of 
rathe iudgement in that part, that when a man hath once vttred his 
opinion in any thinge, he will thinke it a great ffiame for him to bee 
brought from that he hath once affirmed for truth. Therefore, what 
fo euer he readetli after, he conftrueth for the rnayntenaunce of his 
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opinioTZ ; yea, and wil force that hde, not onely with his wordes and 
perfwafioiis, but alio with that powre and authority that he hath, and 
wdll labour to bring other to the fame opinion, as many as he can, as 
tiiough his Opinion fiioulde bee the more true, the moe fauorers 
that he may get of thQ fame. By fuch meanes, if we feeke but for 
the truth, that is not to bee iudged to be alwayes on the bed: lide that 
getteth thQ ouer hand by power, authority, or Suffrages extorted, it is 
not like in the difceptacion &r inquilition of the truth, as it is in a fight 
or a wreffling 5 for he that hath the ouer hand in thefe thinges, hath 
the vidtory 5 and in the other, hee that is fometimes put to filence, or 
otherwife vanquiilied in the ffghte of the worlde, hath the vidlory and 
conqueil of truth on his fide. Since wee contend but for the know- 
ledo-e of the truth, what Ihoulde wee deuide our felues into faaions 
and parties ? but let the matter be quietly difcuifed, tryed, and ex- 
amined, by men to whom the iudgement of fuch things appertajmeth. 
And prouide, in the meane time, that neyther party do vfe any vyolence 
agaynft the other to bringe them by force to this or that fide, ’rntiil 
the w'-hole or mod: part of the/7^, to -whom the difcufcion of fuch 
things apperta}meth vnto, ^doe freely confent and determine the 
matter. That is the onely way to defcide fuch controuerfiesj and fince 
this contencion muff once haue an ende, it were better take an end 
be times, then too late, when percale more harme flial haue enfued of 
this daungerous Scifme, as hath already done in other parties, euen be- 
fore our Eyes, And in like thinges hath before this time bene feene, 
of fuch fort as it- is too lamentable to bee remembred. what Ioffe of 
Chriffian men, what diminifliing of the Chriffian fayth, what con- 
tinuall warres hath the B^adtion of the Arrians bene the occafion of? 
did it not feperate and feuer at length all Afia and Affricke from the 
Chriffian fayth ? Is not the Religion, or rather the wicked fuperfficion, 
of the Turke graffed ouer this Arrian Sect ? did it not take bis founda- 
tion thereof? As there is no dyuidon more daungerous then that 
which groweth of matters in Religion, fo it were mod: expedient and 
neceffary to bee quikely remedied, which cannot bee done by any 
other way then by a free and generall counfel, that hath bene al- 
wayes from the time of the Apoffles, who firff tooke that remedy 
(euen to their dayes) the onely way to quiet and appeafe all contro- 
uerdes in religion. And no doubt the holy Gboft, as his promife is, 
shaxspeee's exglahd; stafpoed. 7 


[Truth doesn’t 
always get the 
most votes.] 


[Why should 
seekers for the 
Truth split into 
facdons ?J 


As Constaw- 
tyne the 
great did in 
Sie time of 
Arius. 


[i Fol. 54, hack] 
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wilbe prefeTzte in euery fuch affembly that is gathered together by no 
force or labor of any alfedion. But now wee will fay, thoughe wee 
would for our partes fet a tide parciaiity, and be indiiFerewt and vfe no 
cohercion to get numbers & voyces that fhoulde fauour our partes, 
who can promife that the Byihoppe of Rome and other Prelates would 
doe the fame? Surely, if yee did fay fo, yee fayd a great matter, for 
they be men, k much more fubie<^ to affedion'? then yee be. But I 
jQialbe bolde after my manner to tell my minde herein, afweil as in 
other thinges. I take ail thefe matters that be now a dayes in coTztro- 
uerfie to be of one of thefe fortes : that is, either touching the profits 
and emolumentes of the Prelates k Myniflers ^of the church, or 
touching pointes of religion. As touching thofe articles that co72ceme 
religion, I would wiihe that they had onely the difcufcion thereof, 
which ought and haue vfed alwayes to haue the judgement of the 
fame 5 k as touching the articles that concerne the profits of Ecclefi- 
afticall perfons, I would haue thefe left to the difcufcion of the feeder 
powers, becaufe it concemeth feculer thinges onely 5 where no man ^ 
neede miftrufi, but that the Maieftrates will prouide an honorable 
lining for that kinde of men that ferueth fo honorable a roume as the 
miniftration of Gods holy word and his Sacraments. Furthermore I 
woulde wifhe in thinges touching the byfhop of &: his iurifdi[c]- 
tion, that he ihould be fet a part, k fome other indifferent perfons 
cbofen, by chriflian Princes, to dired or be Prefidentes in the Coun- 
fayle, while his matter is in handlinge (if it pleafe Chriflian Princes 
to houlde a counfayle with that Whore of Babylon,) for no man is 
meete to be a fudge in his owne caufe. Here I haue but briefly 
touched the famines of things after my fimple phantafie, referringe 
the alowing or reieding of all or fome of them to your better iudge- 
ment. 

I am forry that it is fo late that wee muft needes depart nowe. 

And fo bee wee, in good fayth 5 but wee trufl ere you departe the 
towne, to haue fome communication wyth you agayne. 

I will bee glad, if I tarry in the towne. But as yet truly I knowe 
not whether I fhall remaynehere beyonde too morow morning, which 
if I do (in any thing that my fimple iudgement will reach vnto you) 
you fhall heare my farther opinion ^ in the meane time, I pray you fo 
to thinke of mee as of one that if I haue fpoken any thing which may 
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bee preiudiciall to the commonweale any way, I am ready to reuoke 
it, and to yeelde to the iudgement of any other man that cazz fiiew 
how all thefe griefes, or the more part of the?/?, ^may bee remedied by 
any other better meanes ; for I know, of many a thoulande in this 
lande I may worffce fpeake in fuch a wayghty matter. And fo here 
for this prefente I take my leaue of you all. 

And thus wee departed for that time 5 but on the morrowe, when 
I knewe maifter Dodfcor was gone out of the towme, I thought not 
meete this communication thould bee loft, but remembred at leaft 
in mine owne priuate booke, to the intent, as opportunity fhoulde 
feme, I might brynge forth fome of his Reafons in places w^here 
they might eyther take place or be aunfwered otherwife 
then I could. And therefore I haue noted the 
fayd communication briefly of this forte, 
as you fee. 


FINIS. 


IMPRINTED 

at m Jteetstrcate, 

neere Vnto SainBe Dun- 
gixnie0 Clturih, bg 
mas Marflie. 
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[P/?OCLAMAC/ON FOR THE ABASSING OF COYNES.] 

[March, 

\^Ashm. MS. 1148, leaf 395 -] 

By the Quene. 

A lthough the Q.aenes Maiestie had detefmjned (aftre 
the tomyng of the base and copper moneyes to fyne Sterling 
moneyes, Whiche to hir greate honor, and the weale of the Realme 
was ended aboutes Michellmas last) to have forboren for the ease of 
hir people from the amendment of the valine of the same fyne moneys, 
for some convenyent tyme, and with some kynde of moderation 
therein : Yet is hir Maiestie nowe, vppon many and necessary cawses 
newely happened, moved and induced, though to hir owne private 
greate chardge, to alter this hir former purpose, bothe for the tyme 
and the moderation in the doing thereof. Whereof emonges other 
cawses, the rashnes of a greate sorte of people, shewing their wytt 
owte of season, and the covetoosnes of a greater sorte, are the princi- 
pal! : the one by spredding thoroughe the realme of rvmors that frome 
one markett-daye to an-other the money shold be decryed, meanyng 
thereby to prevent vnseasonably and vntymely, hir Maiesties Determi- 
nation, (for staye whereofe hir Maiestie gave ordre by proclamation, 
but as it nowe appereth, not thereby remedyed, by reason the same 
rvmors were before-hand vniuersally spredd and dryven into mens 
heades by sinistre meanes) 5 the other sorte, taking hold of thes rumors, 
and onely vppon covetoosnes furdering the same, have allredy vniuer- 
sally enhaunced the prices of all thinges to be solde for money, accord- 
ing to the rate as thoughe the moneys were allredy decryed. And 
nowe for that it is evydent that the vniuersall expectation for the 
decrye of the money, is, by meanes of these former rvmors, so con- 
stantly and depely setled in mens heades^ and thereaftre the prices of 
all thinges so highly enhaunced, that vntill the moneys be in dede 
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brought to the vallue at the whiche they were entended and ought to 
be, not onely the meaner sort of people, as laborers in husbandrye, 
handy craftes-men, and suche like, but also all serving-men, Soldiors 
and others, Ijwing onely by pention or wages, and therewith bying their 
victell and sustenaunce 5 shalbe p}’tefully oppressed with vnreasonable 
prices and derth. Therefore hir Maiestie, having compassyon of their 
estate, for the releffe of theym, and for the reniedj^e of suche a will- 
full Derth, and consequently wdth one dede (that hereafter of neces- 
sitie ought to haue followed) to make suche a fynali certeyn end and 
honorable establishment of the state of the monej^es of this realme, 
as hathe been long wished, and is never hereafter to be chaxmged ne 
altered. By the advise of hir Counsell and of many other noble, 
wyse, and expert men, Dothe declare, and by this proclamation dothe 
ordeyne ; that all maner of moneys now curraont within this realme 
shall, aftre this proclamation, be vallued and curraunt as hereafter fol- 
loweth. And so shall remayne withowte chaunge, being in very dede 
the Standerd that hathe contone wed and remayned in this realme, 
sence the sixt yere of king Edward the fourthe, her Maiesties greate 
grandfather, and so all the tymes of king Edward the hfte, king 
Richard the thirde, and king Henry the vii^^, and so forthe vntiil the 
xvj*^ yere of the reigne of king Henry the eight, hir Maiesties father, 
whiche is so ryche and good as none canne be better for the state of 
this realme thereby to fiorish and growe in wealthe and good ordre. 

First, the Moneyes of gold shalbe curraunt as followetS : 


fiyne 

gold 


I The 


i Soiierayne 
Royall 
Angell 
half Angell 


That was ) 
curraunt I 
for ) 


XXX s. 
XV s. 


X s. 
V s. 


Shalbe 

curraunt 

for 


Crowne ) ^ 
gold ) p 


Souerayne 
half souerayne 
CrovTie 
half crowne 


\ f That ) 

f XX s. 

■ Shalbe 1 

( } was cur- ( 

xs. 

cur- ( 

( ) raunt ( i 

1 vs. 1 

\ raunt i 

) ( for ) i 

^ ij s. vjd. ' 

[ for ) 


XX s. ) 

X s. ( 

vj s. viij d. r 
iij s. iiij d, ) 

' xiij s. iiijd. 
I vj s. viij d. 
I V s. 


XX d. 


Straunge 

gold 


^ c ( ffirenche crowne^ 

f That was ) 

(yj s. 

Shalbe ) r 

1 } Burgundion v 

< curraunt } 

\ s. 

curraunt > < 

^ ( crowne ) 

( for ) 

( 

for 5 ( 


Secondly, the Moneyes of Siluer shalbe curraunt as followeth : 

! Shilling . xij d. x 

half shilling / f That was ) \ vj d. j [ Shalbe ) 

Quarter shilling V / curraunt W iij d. W curraunt } 

Three half pence \ ( for } / jd. ob. \ ( for j 

Three farthings ' ^ ob. qV 

And forasmuche as there be three other peces of siluer moneyes 
curraunt in this realme, that is to saye, a grote, twoo pence, and a 
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pennjj the which cannot be reduced to any good and even rekoning 
one by one, Hir maiestie meanyng that no person shold take more 
harme by theym then by hir other moneyes^ Dothe ordeyne that three 
of the same grotes shalbe curraunt for eight pence, and three of the 
saide peces of twoo pence shalbe curraunt for a grote, and three of the 
saide pence shalbe curraunt for twoo pence. And for that the quantytie 
thereof in the realme is not greate, and yet cumbersom to the people to 
paye one by one, Hir maiestie is pleased, betwixt the end of the next 
moneth and novembre following, thoughe it shalbe to hir pr 3 wate chardge, 
to delyver at hir mynt, for every of the saide three peces, asmuche other 
fyne moneys as the same be nowe vallued by this proclamation. 
And all this, hir maiestie wold to be accepted of all good naturall 
subiectes, as one of the principall actes tending to the recovery of the 
auncyent fame and wealthe of this realme j and that no credytt be 
gyven to malitioose, busye, and envyoose persons, that either of ignor- 
aunce or malice shall deprave this noble acte : Wherein hir Maiestie 
evydently susteyneth at this present so greate a burden in hir present 
treasure, as (were it not for respect pf the cowmen weale) ought not 
to be by hir Maiestie borne. But hir principall care is, with gode^ 
grace and speciall assistaunce, to preferre allwayes the weale, suertie, 
and honor of this Realme, before hir owne pryvate weale or estate/. 

Gyven at the Palace of Westmm/er, the daye of Marche, the 
fourthe yere of hir Maiesties reigne. 

God save the Queue. 


[Endorsed : — 2 Proclamacion for the 
Abassing of Coynes 
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p. X. A learned acquaintance at New College writes : 

“ As far as my own observation goes, I should certainly agree in 
considering that ^ the tone of W. S/s book is not that of a man of 27/ 
One phrase which is put into the Doctor^s mouth, ^ these 40 years ^ (I 
forget the exact context [p. 5 1 below] ) would hardly have come naturally 
from a writer who had not seen 30. Nor can I see sufficient evidence 
to identify the William Stafford of New College with the ^ Conspirator' 
of 1587 

“ The Bf’icfe Co7tceipt is not in our College Library ; nor is it appar- 
ently among the books given to Winchester College Library by W. 
Stafford.” 

The passage my correspondent alludes to is on p. 5 1 below, where the 
Doctor says : “ I haue heard within these xl. yeares, when there were 
not of these Haberdashers that selles french or Millcn Cappes . . . and 
such thinges, not a dosen in all London.” If we may identify our W. S. 
with his Doctor, this settles that he was not Lady Dorothy Stafford's son, 
specially when it is confirmd by other like sayings by the Doctor, on 
p. 27 (haue you not secne how many learned men haue bene put to 
trouble of late, within this xx. or xxx. yeares) ; p. 28 (where he speaks of 
the old prices of caps, shoes, and horse-shoeing) ; p. 40 (if that kinde of 
inclosing doe asmuch increase in xxx. yeares to come, as it hath done 
in xxx. yeares past . . , ) ; p. 64 (where he contrasts the old wages, &c, 
with the new, and says, I know when a Seruingman was content to go 
in a Kendall coatc in Sommer,” &c.) ; p. 68 (where he refers, as having 
livd in them, to ‘ the later yeares of King Henry the eight,' who died Jan. 
28, 1547) ; p. 81 (^our Coyne at this present day, yea, a^d ma^iy yeares 
hath rccouercd his aunciente goodnessc'); p. 86, 87, 89, &c., all 
implying that the speaker was old. But, as I have noted in my Fore- 
words, W. S. may be speaking only dramatically through the Doctor 
(cp. ^ ours,' ^yce layc men,' p. 91 ; p. 92, &c.) If so, we must notice 
that W. S. identifies himself, the writer of the treatise, with the Knight, 
on p. 32, p. 75, and in the last paragraph of the book, p. 99, “ therefore 
I haue noted the sayd communication briefly of this sorte, as you see.” 
If then the Knight represents William Stafford, he was probably older 
than the Doctor, for not only does he refer, near the top of p. 33, to his 
buying pigs and geese 30 years ago, but near the foot of the page he pro- 

* The Notes and Indexes are noiainly by Miss Isabel Marshall of Bedford. — 
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bably implies that he had Abbey or priory lands given him by Henry 
VIII. in or soon after 1532 a.T>. But the safer plan is, no doubt, to rely 
on the general tone of the book, to which I appeald at first ; and I do 
not think many readers will differ from the conclusion of my coi-respond- 
ent and myself on the point of the authoris not being a man of 27. — F. 

p. xii. Vl^illiafn Stafford and the Popish Plot, Mr Greenfield sends 
me a further note (29 July 1876), which is interesting, but contains no 
evidence as to the authorship of the Briefe Co 7 tceipt : — 

The difference between us as to the author of the ' Compefidhan ’ 
is narrowed to a question of likelihood. I think the balance is in favour 
of the son of Queen Elizabeth's Lady of the Bedchamber. 

‘^Excuse me for suggesting that you do not seem to understand the 
part which William Stafford played in the project of Des Trappes. 
This branch of the Stafford family was strictly Protestant, of the Calvin- 
istic type. In the reign of Mary, Sir William and his wife, with their eldest 
son and daughter, migrated to Geneva, where their youngest son — after- 
wards Sir John Stafford, Kt. — was born and baptized in Jan. 1555-6, 
John Calvin being the godfather. 

“ William, their second son, was not a popish plotter. He may have 
been an intriguer and informer of Walsingham's. The political morality 
of that age was not what it is now. Plot was met by counterplot. 
Elizabeth and her Lords of the Council ‘ knew well how to throw the 
responsibility of odious measures upon their instruments.' Success was 
rewarded, whilst failure was disowned and not unfrequently punished. 
The system of spies and informers was at its height ; and Walsingham, 
as Secretary of State, employed both largely. 

^‘January 1586-7 was a very critical time for the Queen and the minis- 
ter. The Babington conspiracy had only just before been stamped out. It 
had been preceded by those of Somerville in 1583 and Thx'ogniorton in 
1584, besides a general commotion of opposite religious parties. In 1 584 
the Earl of Leicester organised the association ‘ against popish con- 
spirators^ which was mainly to strengthen Elizabeth's hold over the 
Scottish Queen's liberty and life. More recently the commission for the 
trial of the Queen of Scots had pronounced sentence of death against 
her. Pretexts were sought for justifying Elizabeth's signing the warrant 
of execution. The King of France had sent over M. de Bellievre as a 
special envoy to intercede for Mary's life. He had discharged his 
mission before the end of December, and was now demanding his 
passport of return, which he received on 14 January 1586-7. Such are 
facts. Need I paint the effect of the situation upon an aspirant for court 
favour ? The hope of reward, if he succeeded in implicating any of the 
members of the French embassy in a plot for getting rid of Elizabeth 
and saving the life of Mary ? 

Whether he were a volunteer, or an agent of Walsingham's, the 
effect of success, or failure, would be the same. Stafford tells us, 
however, that Walsingham directed him to go on with the affair. 
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The statements of Stafford and Des Trappes as to who first took up 
the project of assassination are contradictory. Anyhow, Walsingham 
could not have believed that Stafford was in earnest, even if it emanated 
from Stafford : otherwise, we may be sure he would not have come out 
of the Tower alive. As it was, Stafford failed in committing any of the 
French embassy in a plot, and of so adding a justifiable pretext for 
Elizabeth’s signing the warrant for the execution of Mary. Hence it 
became colourably necessary, for the credit of Elizabeth and her minister, 
to imprison Stafford. So much as to Stafford’s doings in this matter. 

“ With regard to the author of the Co 7 npendiumj I think Dr Bliss’s 
assertion, viz., ^ Besides him’ (W. Stafford, M.A., of Ch. Ch. in 1618) 
^was another of the same name, but before in time,’ &c., must be 
restricted in its application to an Oxford Student^ and not generally. 
This construction strengthens the claim I make for the Fellow of New 
College as the author of the Co 7 npendiu 7 n,^^ 

p. xiii. Note that our Wm. Stafford had studied Moral Philosophy; 
p. 12, 1 . 26-7. — F. 

p. 12. hnage = representation. Cp. Hamlet^ III. ii. 248. 
p. 14. “ there comes me This is another of the So common instances 
of what Grammarians call the Ethic Dative, found constantly in Greek. 
It occurs in Shakspere over and over again : Two Gent, of Verona, IV. 
iv., “ he steps 7 ne to her trencher ” ; he thrusts 7 ne himself into the 
company” ; &c., &c. 

p, 21, There 7 nay be . . that they hadJ^ Cp. Lotte’s Labour Lost, 
I. i. 71. 

p. 23. compleat*?. This may be an example of the adverbial inflexion 
in common in Chaucer. See Morris, Introduction to Prologue, p. xl. 
There is another instance, upright^?, on p. 24. 

p. 24. to ear. Cp. AlVs Well that Ends Well, 1 . iii. 
p. 27. estee? 7 teth. “ The plural of the pres, indie, ending in -eth was 
the ordinary inflexion for all persons in the Old English Southern Dia- 
lects.” — Morris, Int. to Chaucer’s Prologue, p. xxxviii. 

p. 33, 1 . 6 from foot : any. Is this for many, or a use of any^ some ? 
p. 34. Meanly : cp. Chaucer, meynd, Knts. Ta. 1 . 400 ; Nonnes Priests 
Ta. 1 . 573. Mod. French menti. — I. M. 

As 77ieme is one of the words that Stanihurst calls ^ Chaucer English,’ 
I take the opportunity of reprinting all he says on the English talkt in 
Ireland : — 

Howbeit to this daie, the dregs of the old ancient Chaucer English 
C)id English in are kept as well there [in Wexford] as in Fingall, as they 
Fingall terme a spider, an attercop ; a wisp, a wad ; a lumpe of 

bread, a pocket, or a packet ; a sillibucke,^ a copprous ; a faggot, a 
blease or a blaze, for the short burning of it (as I iudge) ; a physician, a 
leach ; a gap, a shard ; a base court or quadrangle, a bowen, or rather 
(as I doo suppose,) a barton ; the housbold or folks, Tneanie; sharpe, 

1 Sillybauk, a syllabub, Lincolnshire. — HalliwelFs Gloss. 
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keene ; estrange, vncouth ; easie, eeth * or eefe ; a dunghill, a mixen. As 
Baten for the word ^bater,^ that in English purporteth a lane, 

bearing to an high wale, I take it for a meere Irish word that crept 
vnawares into the English, through the dailie intercourse of the Eng- 
lish and Irish inhabitants. And whereas commonlie in all countries 
the women speake most neatlie and pertlie, which Tullie in his 
third booke De oratorey speaking in the person of Crassus, seemed to have 
obserued : yet notwithstanding in Ireland it falleth out contrarie. For 
SatlcS^oTthe women haue in their English toong an harsh & brode 

Irii>h women. kind of pronuntiation, with vttering their words so peeuishlie 
and faintlie, as though they were halfe sicke, and readie to call for a posset. 
And most commonlie, in words of two syllables they give the last the 
accent : as theysaie,markeat, baskeat, gossoupe, pussoat, Robart, Niclese, 
&c : which doubtles dooth disbeautifie their English aboue measure. 
And if they could be weaned from that corrupt custome, there is none 
that could dislike of their English.” — 1586, Richard Stanihurst, The 
Description of Irelandy Holinshed^s Chronicle, 1587, vol. ii. p. ii, col. i, 
1. 28-^58.— F. 

p. 37. Brass money, 

French Soldier, Est il impossible d’echapper la force de ton bras? 

Pistol, Brass, cur ! 

Thou damned and luxurious mountain goat, 

Offer’st me brass ? — Henry K, IV. iv. 17 — 21. — P. A. Daniel. 

p. 40. Men do tti-nte . . . bict only skeepeP This passage, with those 
on p. 46 and p. 80, is strong evidence of the existence of the Old Teu- 
tonic Arable Mark. See Maine’s Village Communities, Lect. III. 

p. 49. Surely com 7 nofi , , nie^i the inoreT Compare with this the 
following passage from the official letter given to Sir Hugh Willoughby 
and Sir Richard Chancellour in 1553, when they set out on their 
famous voyage of discovery. It is quoted in the Introduction to Adam 
Smith, from Hakluyt, Vol. III. p. 231 : “ For the God of Heaven & 
Earth, greatly providing for mankinde, would not that all things should 
be found in one region to the ende that one shoulde need of another ; 
that by this means, friendship might be established among all men and 
every one seek to gratifie all . . 

p. 50. foreign trifles exchaftged for English valuables. Compare 
Harrison, Book II, chap. 9, p. 235, col. 2, ed. 1587 : “I think no nation can 
haue more excellent & greater diuersitie of stuffe for building, than we 
maie haue in England, if our selues could so like of it. But such alas is 
our nature, that not our own, but other mens, do most of all dehte vs ; 
& for desire of noueltie, we oft exchange our finest cloth, come, tin, and 
woolles, for halfe penie cockhorsses for children, dogs of wax or of cheese, 
twopennie tabers, leaden swords, painted feathers, gewgaws for foolcs, 
dogtricks for disards, hawkeswhoods, and such like trumpcrie, whereby we 

^ A.S. ea^e^ e^e. 
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reape iust mockage and reproch in other countries/* See too chap. 10, 
p. 236, coL 1,1. 50, “ one trifling toie not worth the carriage, coj^ming (as 
the prouerbe saith) in three ships from beyond the sea, is more woorth with 
vs, than a right good iewell, easie to be had at home.” And chap, i, p. 
221, col. 1, 1 . 27, “ And it is so sure as God liueth, that euerie trifle which 
commeth from beyond the sea, though it be not worth three pence, is 
more esteemed then a continuall commoditie at home with vs, which far 
exceedeth that value.” Also, Book II., chap. 19, p. 323 of my edition. — F. 

p. 51. the Millejter : the dealer in goods imported from Milan. The 
name has narrowd into that of the maker or seller of ladies* bonnets, 
hats, caps, &c. — F. 

P* 51* glasses : on the general use of glass drinking vessels, see Har- 
rison, Book IL, p. 147 ; and Falstaff in 2 Hen^ /K, II. i. 155, Glasses, 
glasses is the only drinking.** Also F. Thynnc*s Emblems, &c. p. 62, L 
8, glasse vessells for banquettinge are dailie had in pryse.** — F. 
p. 51. vile elate, &c. : the silex and potash to make glass of. — F. 
p. 51, pryple (pebble) stones and Fer?ie rootes. Compare Harrison, p. 
147 : “ The poorest also will haue glasse if they may ; but sith the Vene- 
cian is somewhat to deere for them, they content themselues with such as 
are made at home of feme and burned stoneP — F. 

p. 52. Wool exported, atid wrought abroad* Compare Harrison, 
Book III., chap. 10, p. 236, ed. 1587 : “ Some of them [foreigner traders] 
can saie without anie teacher, that they will buie the case [ = skin] of a 
fox, of an Englishman for a groat, and make him afterward giue twelue 
pence for the taile. Would to God we might once wax wiser, and each 
one indeuor that the common-wealth of England may flourish againe in 
hir old rate, and that our commodities may be fullie wrought at home (as 
cloth if you will, for an example) and not caried out to be shorne and 
dressed abroad, while our cloth workers here doo starue and beg their 
bread, and, for lacke of dailie practise, vtterlie neglect to be skilfull in this 
science.” — F. 

p. 64. Excesse in apparell and fare. Compare Harrison, Book II. , 
chapters 7 and 6, p. 167 — 172, p. 144 — 155. — F. 

p. 64- “ Countenance/^ fair shew. Cp. Measure for Measure, V. i., 

Unfold the evil which is here wrapt up in countenanced 
p. 97. “ hee that is sometimes . . truth on his sided There is a 

passage similar to this in J. S. MilFs Essay on Liberty, ch. ii. p. 16, 
People*s Edition. 
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A, to, p. 27. 

A doe, to do, p. 15. 

Aduyses, p. 12, 1 . 12, opinions. Fr. 

aruis. 

Afore, before, p, 22. 

Agayne, prep, against, p. 40, 1 . 12 
from foot. 

Agglettes, tagged points, p. 50. 

Appayred, grew worse, p. 80. 

Areses, pieces of Arras tapestry 
hangings, p. 66. 

Assay, p. 45 , try. 

Assoyle, resolve, explain, p. 96. 

Assuered, p. 43, sure. 

Away, for do away, p. 66. 

Basing, p. 49, cowering. 

Ben, p. 80, been. 

Biefes, p. 35, 1 . 4 from foot, oxen. 

Booty, remedy, p. 185 same as 
Boote, Chaucer’s Prologue, 1 . 424. 

Bouchers, p. 71, butchers. 

Bread-corn and malt-corn, p. 46. 

Broode, sb. breeding, stock, p, 43, 1 . 
10. 

But, only, liveth but a hundreth,” 
p. 22. 

By, during, “ lived by all that 
space,” p. 23, and p. 26, 

By, on, “ lived by their day 
wages,” p. 16, 

By course, in order, p. 63. 

By likelihood, p. 82, probably. 

By means it being, p. 80, by means 
of its being. 

Can, know, p. 25. 

Censure, p. 12, line 21, opinion, 
criticism. 


Chargeable, p. 46, expensive. 

Cheape, sb. p. 35, bargain, price. 

Chearished, p. 47. Fr. cherer^ to 
cheere, to cherish, &c. 

Ciuilion, p. 40, 1 . 7 from foot, one 
learned in the Civil Law. 

Civile, p. 21, civilized. 

Civility, p. 26, civilization. 

Cleane, p. 19, proper, neat, well ap- 
pointed. 

Close, p. 14, private. 

Come in place, p. 30. 

Commodities, commodiously, con- 
veniently : “ lying commodities 

for them,” p. 66, 1. 3 from foot. 

Competently, p. 49, enough. 

Compleate, p. 23, completely. 

Conceipt, conception, idea, p. 67. 

Concertation, p. 27, conference, p. 
20, 23, compai'ison. 

Conjunct, p. 23. 

Conservation, p. 15, preservation. 

Considered of for ^j/, p. 35, 1 . 25 ; 
consider me, p. 34. 

Countenance, ‘ fair shew,’ state, p. 
63, p. 64, and note. 

Cut, slasht, p. 64, 1 . 6 from foot. 

Damozins, p. 54, damsons. 

Dearth, dearness, p. 47,1. 4 from foot. 

Declination, decline, p. 65, 

Devise, p. 12. Fr. ^^Devis: m. 
Speech, talke, discourse, a con- 
ference or communication.” — 
Cotgrave. 

Disceptation, p. 12, 1 . 7 from foot. 
Fr. Diceptatioyi . . disputation, 
contention, arguing, debating, rea- 
soning, about a matter.” — Cotgr. 
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Discussion, distinguisliing, p. 24. 
Dispend, p. 95, spend. 
Displeasaunt, p. 43, L 3 from foot, 
displeasing. 

Eare, to plough, p. 24, and note. 
Eke, p. 72, also. 

Enhaunse, p. 28, raise. 

Ensearch, p. 30, 1 . 3 from foot, 
search out, seek for. 

Enter- comm incrs, p. 86, inter-com- 
moners. 

Entermedled, p. 86 , intermixed. 
Equipolent, p. 23, of equal power. 
Erable, p. 41, 1 . 15 from foot, 

ploughable, arable, 

Estats, states, condition, p. 20, 
Esteeme, p. 58, estimate. 
Evangelicall, p. 94, preaching the 
gospel. 

Exercise, tillage, practise it, carry it 

on,p. 44, 1. 15. 

Feate, p. 12, 1 . 13 ; p. 41. Fr. 
^^faict : m. A fact, act, motion, . . 
also, an allegation, proposition, 
argument, or article, in pleading.^^ 
— Cotgrave. 

Feate, manufactui'e, trade, p. 46, p. 
69; 1. 19. 

Fetched at, p. 51. 

For, before infinitive, for to helpe, 
p. 18, like Yx. pour aider, 
Freating, p. 59, fretting, biting. 
Fryseadowes, p. 51, ? Frisian fine 
cloth. 

Furniture of her warres, equipment 
for them, p. 24. 

Gai'ded, braided, ornamented,’ p. 

64, 1. 6 from foot. 

Gardes, braidings, ornaments, p. 

65, L 19, 20. 

Gettings, earnings, p. 29. 

Goeth clear, is free from blame, 
p. 27. 

Good, better, best, used as a term 


of comparison, “ good cheap, a 
good bargain, p. 34 et passim. 
Graffe, graft, p. 24. 

Groundely, p. 55, fundamentally. 
Growing of, proceeding from, p. 70. 

Haleth, p. 31, haul, pull. 

Handy labour, p. 41. 

Hath bene, p. 40, have been. 

Have in charge, p. ii. 

Him, it, p. 83. 

His, gen, its, p. 81, 

Holde, p, 35, 1 . 5, holding, farm. 
Holpen, p. 33, helped. 

Hoyssing, p. 82, hoisting. 

Husband, farmer, husbandman, p. 
32, &c. ; p. 40, 1. 4 from foot. 

Image, p. 12, picture. 

Impulsion, p. 78, impulse. 

In maner, p. 21 ; in manner for, p. 
15 ; maner, welt ; ‘'well maner 
of things. 

Inning, p. 24, getting in. 

Intend, p. 69, 1 . 20, devise, create. 

Lay forth, bring forward, p. 42. 
Least, p. 77? lest. 

Leaver, p. 37, rather. 

Let, hinder, p. 94 et passim. 

Licked themselves whole, p. 28, 
91. 

Longe of, result of, modern vulgar 
along of, p. x6. 

Luker, p. 48, lucre, money, gain, 
profit. 

Maintenaunce, in, of, p. 41, in sup- 
port of. 

Manurance, holding or handling (?), 

p. 63. 

Manure, p. 63, p. 77, to cultivate. 
Cp. Othello^ I. iii- 328: “sterile 
with idleness or manured with 
industry.” 

Meane, p. 41, means. 

Mcany (mainy, p. 84), household, 
following, p. 34, p. 64, and note. 
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Member of Philosophy, p. 12. 
Minishj p. 19. 

Misterye, p. 69, trade, business. 
Moe, more, p. 22. 

More, greater, p. 32, 1 . ii from foot. 
M ought, p. 80, might. 

Move, p. 12, 1 . 8 from foot, touch 
on, discuss. 

Muttons, p. 35, 1 . 4 from foot, sheep. 
Myne, p. 68, my. 

Neare, p. 76, nearer. 

Non, not, p. 23. 

Nor, no, p. 21, double negative, like 
Fr. 

Noted 2.^ for noted as a, p. 14. 

Occasion, take, p. 69. 

Occupied, carried on, practist, p. 

47, 1. 18. 

Occupier, p. 89. 

Occurrents, occurrences, p. 23. 

Of, p. 46, 1 . 5 . by. 

Of my faith, p. 27 ; of all hands, p 
i^^for on. 

On, complain, y&r of, p. 13. 

Ordered, p. 27, 1 . 10, arranged, 
made accessible. 

Other, for others, p. 15. 

Over, besides, in addition to, p. 8. 
Owches,p. 50, ornaments, jewels. 

Paines, punishments, p. 47. 

Pass my compass, p. 12, go beyond 
my limit. 

Paynefull, p. 47, 1 . i, trouble-taking, 
laborious. 

Penner, p. 50, 1 . 5 from foot, pen- 
case. 

Percase, perchance, perhaps, p. 41, 
1. 13, &c. 

Perfit, perfect, p. 23. 

Peruse, p. 63, examine. 

Phantasies, fancies, p. 68. 

Physicke, Physics, p. 24, 1 . 2 from 
foot. 

Plentious, well to do, p, 19, 


Poulder, powder, p. 29, 1 . 5 from 
foot. 

Prety while, a, p. 32. 

Provoked, p. 12, 1 . 1 1, p. 47, 1 . 8 from 
foot, calld on, stirrd up. 

Puke, French, p. 64, 1 . 7 from foot. 
^ Explained by Baret, a colour 
between russet and black. Chi’' 
dro scuro^ a darke puke colour,^' 
Florio, p. 97.^ — Halliweirs Glos- 
sary. 

Pull, p. 30, pull up, pluck out. 

Purchased, procured, p. 25. 

Pylate, p. 26. 

Rear corn, to grow it, p. 46. 

Refreshing, sb. p. 41. 

Remember, remind, p. 66. 

Reporte me, I, p. 29, I appeal (to 
you). 

Resemble, compare, p. 26. 

Resemble, to, of, p. 15. 

Respect, to have, to, p. 28. 

Rise at your hand, p. 35, 1 . 20, rise 
from, be caused by, your hand. 

Romth, space, p. 57. 

Scripture, hath not red scripture, 
p. 26, studied. Cp. Fr. Scavoir 
moult d^escrzfture, to be learned, 
or skilfull in, or well acquainted 
with, most bookes. 

Scene, a man universally, p. 32, 
cultured. 

Selled, p. 78, sold. 

Set by, p. 25, 26, to value. 

Sette, lease at a fixt rent : sette 
your land,” p* 35; “price is so 
set," p. 35. 

Shale, p. 26, husk, shell. 

Shiftes, p. 35, 1 . 14, turns, tricks. 

Should, p. 22, 37, would. 

Sith, p. 30, since. 

Skant, scarcely, p. 14. 

Slake, p. 93. 

Smarte, p. 8r. 

Sorte, of that, p. 74, in that way. 



Archaic Words and Forms. 


Ill 


Spake, p. 32, spoke. 

Sparkes of gold, p. 51. 

Spoke, p. 45, spoken. 

Stay, at a, p. 28, at a fixt level, per- 
manent. 

Stent, sb, p. 35, 1. 4, stop, point. 

Stented, fixt, stopt, limited, p. 63, 

66 . 

Stricke, strike, p. 60. 

Subjection of, subjection to, p. 21. 

Such who, p. 27, 

Suerty, p. 30, safety. 

Sweeped, swept, p. 66. 

Taken, p. 12, considered. 

Tallage, p. 86, 1. 8, duty, tax. Fr. 
“ taille : f. A taske, or tax ; a 
tallage, tribute, imposition.” — 
Cotgrave. 

Taryng, p. 22, tarrying, remaining. 

Than, then, p. ii, 14, 17. 

That that, that which, p. 23, 66. 

That, for those, p. 23 ; for that 
which, p. 22 ; for what, p. 12. 

This, adv. thus, p. 35, L 7 from foot. 

Thorough, p, 30, through. 

To, in addition to, p. 23. 

Trade, p. 91. 

Travaile, p. 21. 

Trespass, break (the law), p. 85, 1. 
13 from foot. 

Trimming, ornamentation applied 
to houses, p. 66. 

Understandcd, understood, p. 56. 

Uprighte, uprightly, p. 24. 

Use, p. 38, to be in the habit of- 

Uttered, p, 69, 1. 8, put forth, ex- 
ported, sold. 

Verbs. 

Infiniti'ue Jkfood, used for Sub- 
junctive. 

Societie to grow^ p. 49- 

to the intent to eat, p. 3r4 ; to the 
intent to continue, p. 41. 

in hope to come, p. 16 ; ground to 
sustaine, p. 72. 


Used for Modern dependent Indic- 
ative Clause. 

I . . confess . . that, . . yet the 
dearth . . to remain and con- 
tinue p. 81 ; “to assure . . . 
the same to be,” p. 60. 

Used for Present Participle. 

have given over to live, p. 17 ; 
heard of it to do, p. 54. 

Past Particifle in -en. 

are growen, p. 59. 

is comen, p. 66. 

Indicative Moody Present tense, 3rd 
pers. plural, ending in -etJu 

Esteemeth, p. 26, note. 

Conueieth, p.* 66. 

Standeth, p. 31. 

Sing, number after plural nouns, 
&c. : 

some excelles, p. 12 ; other that 
followes, for others who follow, 
p. 15 ; inclosures . . . causes, p. 
15 ; men sendes, p. 20, &c. 

Verderers, p. 66, ? Fr. “ Ouvrage de 
verdure y Forest worke ; or flour- 
isht worke, wherein gardens, 
woods, or forests, be represent- 
ed.” — Cotgrave. 

Vente, p. 84, last line; course. 

Ventered, p. 50, sold. Fr, vente, 
sale. 

Vility, p. 85, 1. 3 from foot, vileness. 

Wall, driveth me to the wall, puzzles 
me, beats me, p. 35. 

Weaking, weakening, p. 40, 1. 17. 

Weild, p, 77, 1. 3 from foot, wield, 
manage. 

What, p. 18, which. 

Whether, p. 79, where, whither. 

Which, p. 1:4, who. 

Whom, p. 21, those with whom. 

Wist, p. 45, knew. 

Would, p. 41, should. 



I 12 


INDEX. 


Ajax, wife of, 76, 77 
Apelles, 12 

Apples, cargo of, at Carmarthen, 54 
Arable, scarcity of, discussed, 40 — ^42, 
84 ; remedy proposed and discussed, 
43—50. S4— 86 

Architecture, use of writers on, 24 
AHans, 97 

Aristotle, his opinions on gold and sil- 
ver currency, 5^? 57 
AHtkmetic, uses of, 24 
Army, standing, discussed, 73 
Arte, man to be credited in his own, 
12 ; what artes are to be encouraged, 
88 

Artes, the seven liberal sciences, 25 
Artificers, their grievances, 16, 27 ; 
three sorts of, 71, 885 foreign — ^to be 
encouraged, 89 — 91 ; country — to be 
subject to some town, 91 
Astronomy, its uses, 24 
Author, member of philosophy, moral, 
12 j his reasons for, and plan in, 
writing this, il — 13 

Balance of trade, 50 
Barley, price of, 35 
Barr, throwing the, 16 
Benefices, 93, 95 
Bristowe, its chief trade, 89 
Buildings, increase oij 66 

Cmar, 24, 73 
Cap, price of, 28 
Capon, price of, 33, 35 
Cappes, restraint on import, in Parlia- 
ment, 53 

Carmarthen, its treatment of foreign 
apples, 54 , , 

Carrytng trade, law concerning, 53 
Cato, would restrain excess, 65 
Cause and effect, 76, 77 
Chickens, price of, 33 > 

Church revenues, results of confiscation, 
66 

Cicero, his opinions quoted, 15, 47, 76, 

96 

Civil Law, 39, 40, 60 
Clergy, complained of, 9 1 ; their faults 
and how they may be remedied, 92 
—98 


Clothiers, supposed danger of, to com- 
monwealth, 68, 69 

Coin, debased : first used, 28 ; injurious 
to princes, 67 ; why should it matter 
what sort of, we use among our- 
selves ? injurious to foreign trade, 37 ; 
is it cause of dearth ? 79, So ; false : 
suspected utterance of, by foreigners, 
38, 61, 62 ; old : exportation of, 
forbidden, and current value re- 
duced, 62 ; Roman, 60 
Coinage, use of^ 60 
Columella, 24 

Commodity, staple, of country to be 
encouraged, 42 
Common fields, 40, 86 
Commonwealth, great alteration in, of 
late years, ii 5 danger to, if prince 
wants treasure, 29, 67 ; no league 
adverse to, to be cherished, 53 ; 
foreign alliances advantageous to, 72 
Com7nunity, classes of, how affected by 
rise in prices, 63 ; condition of, 64, 67 
Complayntes, of husbandman, 14, 17; 
of cap]3er, 16 — 18; of knight, 17 — 
20 ; of doctor, 19 — 20 ; recapitula- 
tion of, 31, 75 ; primary cause to be 
sought, 75—77 

Comt, free export of, advocated, 44, 45, 
85 ; free trade in, 49 
Cos7nography, use of, 22 , 23 
Country, condition of, 16 
Coventry, chief trade of, 89 
Currency, preferable to barter, 39 ; 
effects of debased, 55 ; necessity of 
fixed value for, 55, 56, 60, 61 ; ad- 
vantages of gold and silver, 57 ; must 
be regulated by reference to universal 
market of world, 68 

Dearth, its first appearance, 28, 55 ; 
who suffer most from, 29 ; its pecu- 
liarity, 32 ; suggested reasons for, dis- 
cussed : (i) rise in rents, 32 — 35 ; 
(ii) rise in prices, 33 — 36 j (iii) inclo- 
sures, 40 — 43 ; (iv) importation of 
trifles, 51; efficient cause of, 80; 
causes of continuance, 82 
Diomedes, 38 

Divinity, how studied, 26, 96. See 
Beligion. 
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Dover, 77 


Kftight, See Gentlemen. 




JE^cient cause, 76 
Endowmejits, 1 8 

England, state of, at this time, 16 ; de- 
scription of, by Pomp onius Mela, 71 ; 
compared with other cotiiitries, 72, 
73 

Erasmtes, 59 
Essex, 40 

Experience, use of, 21, 22 
Extravagance in dress and fare, 64, 65 

Elanders, prosperity of, discussed, 72 
Foreign craftsmen, English jealousy of. 

Foreign trade, influence on prices, 36 — 
39 ; in trifles, 51, 61 ; discussed, 54, 
68, 87 

Foreign work, cheaper than home, why ? 

52 

Foreigners. See Strangers. 

Fra?tce, condition of, 70 

Free trade in corn, its advantages, 49 

Ganges, gold found in, 5 1 
Gentlemen, their grievances, 17 — 20, 27 ; 
condition of, 63, 64 ; does cause of 
dearth lie with ? 32 — 34, 39 
Geometry, use of, 24 ; Plato required 
knowledge of, 26 
Germany, prosperity of, 72 
Glauctis, 38 

Gold, its uses and qualities, 58, 59 
Goose, price of, 33, 35 
Griefs. See Complayntes. 

Harvests, plentiful, 43 ; fail every seven 
years, 47 

Hen, price of, 33, 35 
Homer, 38, 39 
Horseshoeing, price of, 28 
Htshandman, his grievance, 15 — 

28 ; does cause of dearth lie with ? 33 
— 35» 39 i condition of, 45, 8 

Imports, lists of, 16, 37, 49 ; foreign 
manufactures, 5c> 

Inclosures, complained of, 15 ; question 
of, discussed, 40, 41 ; a cause of, 77 j 
efficient cause of, 84 ; where there 
are most, 46 

Income, what was formerly a sufficient, 
19, 82 

Iron, insufficiency of, in coimtry, 36 
fustices of Fence, 1 5 
Hent, 40 


Lahotirers, wages of, 29 
lands, rent mostly stationary, 33 ; 
owners farm their own, 81, 82 ; dis- 
tribution of church, 66 
Learned men, scarce ; why, 25 
Learning, advantages of, to common 
weal discussed, 20 — 23 ; little valued 
now-a-days, 26 ,* causes of decay of, 27 
Logic, what, 24 

London, gentry flock to, 64 ; extrava- 
gance of, 65 

Lzixtcry, growth of, 64, 65 

Manufactures, home, to be encouraged, 
53, 68, 87 ; what may be carried on 
in England, 88 
Maygaznes, 16 

Merchant, his grievances, 16, 17, 28; 
always best off, 28 ; policy of foreign 
and others considered, 36, 37 5 does 
cause of dearth lie with? 78. (See 
Harrison’s opinion in his Description 
of Englazid, p. 13 1.) 

Mint, 30 

Music, one of seven liberal arts, 25 

nations which gain the mastery, 21 
Noblemen, condition of, 63, 64 
Northamptonshire, 40 

Ophtions, diversities of accounted for, 
25 ; remedies suggested, 91 

Factolus, gold found in, 51 
Paper, foreign, cheapest, 52 
Pastures, increase of, 15, 40, 46, 84 ; 
must supersede tillage, 43 ; cause of 
profit in, 84 ; advisable to tax, 86 
Ferowe, gold in, 51 

Philosophy, moral, knowledge of, useful, 
24, 25 ; author member of, 12 
Fhysick, knowledge of, useful, 25 
Pig, pi ice of, 33, 35 
Plato, 15, 25, 26, 84 
Plmy, 60 

Plough-tail, a sanctuary, 85 
Pluraliiies, 93, 95 
Pomponius Mela, 71 
Pjdces, rise in, 28, 33, 64 ; influence of 
one article on others demonstrated, 
34 ; effects of compulsory lowering 
3S» 365 influence of foreign, on 
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PORET ALK 


The 560 copies of this Book that I hand over to the Society towards making 
up its issue for this year, 1880, are but a token of repentance for my oversight 
in ordering Part II. of my edition of Stubbes^s Anatomie to be sent out last 
year, when there was no money to pay for it, instead of keeping it back 
for this year* Hot being able to afford a fresh book, I can only offer this 
reprint of an old one, which was used in part by Harrison in his Description 
of England^ I. 218-219, and which I have always intended should form one of 
our SliaJtspere^ s-England Series. (My Captain Cox, or Laneham’s Letter on 
the Kenilworth Festivities in 1575 (Ballad Soc.), should form another, when 
money can be found for it.) 

Thomas Harman’s Will (p. xiv, below) I couldn’t find at Doctors’ Commons 
when I searcht for it, though three John-Harman wills of his tim,e turnd up. 

The print of the Stationers’ Begisters calld for at p. xxvi, has since been 
produc’t by Mr. Arber, to whose energy we are all so much indebted for such 
numbers of capital texts 5 and the book only needs an Index to be of real use. 
The entries on p. ii, vi, vii, below, are in Arber’s Transcript, i. 157, 334, 345, 
(See too i. 348, 369.t) The Hunterian Club, Glasgow, reprinted, in 1874, 
S. Bowlands’s Martin MarJi-all (p. xvi, below) from the text of 1610, in its 
handsome edition of all Bowlands’s works. 

As connected, more or less, with the Yagabonds of London, I add, overleaf, 
a copy of the curious cut of the notorious Southwark brothel, * Holland’s 
Leaguer’ in 1632, on which Mr. Bendle has commented in his ‘‘Bankside, 
Southwark,” Harynson, Part II. p. ix-x., and the site of which is shown on 
the left of our first plan from Boque’s Map, i'b, p. 67^. 

The Brothel is shown, says Mr. Ebsworth, {Amanda Ballads, 1880, p. 507^), 
fortified and sen tried, as kept by a Mrs. Holland, before 1631, The picture 
was frontispiece of a quarto pamphlet, * BCollcmTs Leaguer ; or, an Historical 
Discourse of the Life and Actions of Donna Britanica Hollandia, the Arch 
Mistris of the wiched women of Eutopia : wherein is detected the notorious 
sinne of Bandan*isms' etc., sm. 4to. printed by A. M. for Bichard Barnes, 
1632. . , . 

Holland’s Leaguer claimed to be an island out of the ordinary jurisdiction. 
The portcullis, drawbridge, moat, and wicket for espial, as well as an armed 
bully or Pandar to quell disagreeable intruders, if by chance they got 
admittance without responsible introduction, all point to an organized system. 
There were also the garden- walks for sauntering and * doing a spell of 
embroidery, or fine work,’ i. e. flirtation ; the summer-house that was pro- 
verbially famous or infamous for intrigues, and the river conveniently near for 
disposal of awkward visitors who might have met with misadventure. 

** Shackerly Marmion’s ‘ excellent comedy,’ Holland's Leaguer, 1632, was 
reprinted in 1875, in William Paterson of Edinburgh’s choice series, Dramatists 
of the Bestoration. The fourth act gives an exposure of the Leaguers’ garri- 
son, where riot, disease, and robbery are unchecked. Thus Trimalohio says, 

^ I threw thy Gerherus a sleepy morsel, 

And paid thy Charon for my waftage over, 

And 1 have a golden spiig for my Proserpina. 

Bawd : Then you are welcome, Sir ! ’ 


f i. 270 : A ballett intituled Tom Tell Truth, A.n. 1565 ; and i. 307, * an interlude, 
the Oruell Better by Wager,’ Hoenst to ColweU in 1565-6. 
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Yet before long the visitors are shouting ‘ Murder I Murder 1 * 

‘ They have spoiled us 

Of our cloaks, our hats, our swords, and our money. 

My brother talked of building of a score, [i e. Tick iV’] 

And straight they seized our cloaks for the reckoning.’ ’’ 

The long-credit system did not suit at that establishment, where the health 
and lives of visitors were uninsured. The Proprietress had early declared the 
free list to be entirely suspended : 

* tickets nor no future stipends. 

Tis not false titles, or denominations 
Of offices can do it. I must have money. 

Tell them so. Draw the bridge.’— (Act iv. sc. 2.) ” 
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PREFACE. 


If tlie ways and slang of Tagabonds and Beggars interested 
Martin Luther enough to make him write a preface to the Liher Vaga- 
toTum^ in 1528, two of the ungodly may he excused for caring, in 
1869, for the old Bogues of their English land, and for putting 
together three of the earliest tracts about them. Moreover, these 
tracts are part of the illustrative matter that we want round our great 
book on Elizabethan England, Harrison’s Desc7%jption of Britain, and 
the chief of them is quoted by the excellent parson who wrote that 
book. 

The first of these three tracts, Awdeley’s Fraterniiye of Vaca- 
hondes, has been treated by many hasty bibliographers, who can never 
have taken the trouble to read the first three leaves of Harman’s 
book, as later than, and a mere pilfering from, Harman’s Caueat No 
such accusation, however, did Harman liimself bring against the 
worthy printer^-author (herein like printer-author Crowley, though he 
was preacher too,) who preceded him. In his Epistle dedicatory to 
the Gountes of Shrewsbury, p. 20, below, Harman, after speaking 
of ‘ these wyly wanderers,’ vagabonds, says in 1506 or 1567, 

There was a feme yeares since a small breefe setforth of some zelous 
man to his countrey, — of whom I knowe not, — that made a lytle shew© 
of there names and vsage, and gaue a glymsinge lyghte, not sufficient 
to perswade of their peuishe pelting© and picking© practyses, but well 
worthy of prayse. 

* Inber Yagatomm : jDer JBetler Orden : Pirst printed about 1514, Its 
first section gives a special account of the several orders of the ‘ Fraternity of 
Yagabonds ; ’ the 2nd, sundry notahiUor relating to them ; the 3rd consists of a 
‘ Eotwelsche Yocahulary,’ or * Canting Dictionary.^ See a long notice in the 
Wiemarisches Jahrbuoh, vol. 10 ; 1866. JBtoUen^s Blang JOiotionce/ty : Biblio- 
graphy. 



ii awdeley’s fraternitte of vacabokees. 

This description of the ^ small hreefe/ and the ^ l3rfcle she we ’ of 
the ^ names and Tsage/ exactly suits Awdeley’s tract ; and the ‘ fewe 
yeares since ’ also suits the date of what may he safely assumed to 
he the first edition of the Fraternity hy John Awdeley or John 
Sampson, or Sampson Awdeley, — ^for hy all these names, says Mr 
Payne Collier, was our one man known : — 

It may be disputed whether this printer’s name were really Sampson, 
or Awdeley : he w^as made free of the Stationers’ Company as Sampson, 
and so he is most frequently termed towards the commencement of the 
Eegister ; but he certainly wrote and printed his name Awdeley or 
Awdelay ; now and then it stands in the Eegister ‘ Sampson Awdeley.’ 
It is the more important to settle the point, because ... he was not 
only a printer, but a versifier,^ and ought to have been included by 
Eitson in his IBihliograpliica Poetica, (Registers of the Stationers’ Com- 
pany, A.u. 1848, vol. i. p. 23.) 

These verses of Awdeley’s, ox Sampson’s, no doubt led to his 
* small bieefe ’ being entered in the Stationers’ Eegister as a ^ballett’ : 

1560 - 1 . Ed. of John Sampson, for his lycense for pryntingo 
of a ballett called the description of vakaboundes .... iiij'^h 

[This entry seems to refer to an early edition of a very curious work, 
printed again by Sampson, alias Awdeley, in 1565, when it bore the 
following title, ‘ The fraternitie of vacabondes, as well of rufling vaca- 
bones as of beggerly, ^as well of women as of men, ^and as well of 
gyrles as of boyes, with their proper names and qualityes. Also the 
XXV. orders of knaves, otherwise called a quartten of knawes. Con- 
firmed this yere by Cocke Lorel.’ The edition without date mentioned 
by Dibdin (iv. 564) may have been that of the entry. ‘ Another im- 
pression by Awdeley, dated 1575 [which we I’eprint] is reviewed in the 
British Bibliographer^ ii, 12, where it is asserted (as is very probable, 
though we are without distinct evidence of the fact) that the printer 
was the compiler of the book, and he certainly introduces it by three 
six-line stanzas. If this work came out originally in 1561, according 
to the entry, there is no doubt that it was the precursor of a very 
singular series of tracts on the same subject, which will bo noticed in 
their proper places.]” — J. P. Collier, Registers^ i. 42. 

As above said, I take Harmau’s ^fewe yeares’ — ^iu 1566 or 7 — to 
point to the 1561 edition of Awdeley, and not the 1565 ed. And as to 
Awdeley’s authorship, — what can be more express than his own words, 


^ See the hack of his title-page, p. 2, below. 

® as well and a/ad as well not in the title of the 1576 edition. 



A'WBELEY’S FBAT^ItJSriTTjE OF FA.OAJBO]SrJOFS, Hi 

p. 2, 'below, that what the Yagahond caught at a Session contest as to 
< hoth names and states of most and least of this their Yacahondes 
brotherhood/ ^ at the request of a worshipful man, I The 

Printer/ that is, J ohn Awdeley] have set it forth as well as I can.’ 

But if a doubt on Awdeley’s priority to Harman exists in any 
reader’s mind, let him consider this second reference by Harman to 
Awdeley (p. 60, below), not noticed by the bibliographers: ^^For- 
as-much as these two names, a larkeman and a Patrico, bee in the 
old briefe of vacahonds^ and set forth as two kyndes of euil doers, 
you shall vnderstande that a larkeman hath his name of a larJce, 
which is a seale in their Language^ as one should mahe vndiinges and 
set scales for lycences and pasporte,” and then turn to Awdeley’s 
Fraternitye of Vacahondes^ and there see, at page 5, below : 

^ A lACK MAN. 

A lackeman is he that can write and reade, and sometime speake latin. 
He vsetli to mahe counterfaite licences which they call Gybes, and sets to 
Beales, in their language called larlces. (See also ‘A Whipiacke/ p. 4.) 

Let the reader then compare Harman’s own description of a 
Patrico, p. 60, with that in ^ the old Briefe of Yacdbonds^ Awdeley, 
p. 6; 

Awdeley. Harman. 

^ A Patbiarke Co. there is a Patbico . . . 

A Patriarke Co doth mahe ma- whiche in their language is a priest, 
riages, & that is vntill death that should mahe mariages tyll 
depart the maried folke. death dyd depart. 

And surely no doubt on the point will remain in his mind, though, 
if needed, a few more confirmations could be got, as 

Awdeley (p. 4). Harman (p. 44). 

^ A Palliabd. ^ A Pallyard. 

A Palliard is he that goeth in a These Palliardes . . go with patched 
patclied cloke, and hys Doxy clokes, and haue their Morts with 
goeth in like apparell. them. 

may conclude, then, certainly, that Awdeley did not plagiarize 
Harman; and probably, that he first published his Fraternitye in 
1561. The tract is a mere sketch, as "compared with Harman’s 
Caiieat, though in its descriptions (p. 6 — 11) of ^A Curtesy Man,^ 
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^ A Cheatour or Fingerer/ and ^ A Eing-Faller^ (one of wlioia tried 
liis tricks on me in Gower-street about ten days ago), it gives as full 
a picture as Harman does of tbe general run of Ms characters. The 
edition of 1575 being tbe only one accessible to us, our trusty Oxford 
copier, Mr George Parker, bas read tbe proofs witli tbe copy in tbe 
Bodleian. 

Let no one bring a charge of plagiarizing Awdeley, against Har- 
man, for the latter, as bas been shown, referred fairly to Awdele/s 
^ smctU hreefe ’ or ^ old brief e of vaoahonds^ and wrote Ms own bolde 
Beggars booke” (p. 91) from Ms own long experience with them. 


Harman’s Caueat is too well-known and widely valued a book 
to need description or eulogy here. It is the standard work on its 
subject, — Hbese rowsey, ragged, rabblement of rakebelles’ (p. 19) — 
and bas been largely plundered by divers literary cadgers. Ho copy 
of tbe first edition seems to be known to bibliographers. It was 
published in 1566 or 1567, — probably tbe latter year,^ — and must (I 
conclude) have contained less than tbe second, as in that’s ^ Harman 
to tbe Header,’ p. 28, below, be says ‘ well good reader, I meane not 
to be tedyous vnto tbe, but bane added fyue or sixe more talcs, 
because some of them weare doune wbyle my booke was fyrste in 
tbe presse.’ He speaks again of bis first edition at p. 44, below, ^I 
bad tbe best geldinge stolen oiite of my pasture, that I bad amongst 
others, wbyle this boke was a printynge;^ and also at p. 51, 
below, ^ Apon AUiolIenday in the morning last anno domini 1566, or 
my booke was balfe printed, I meane the first imj>re8$ion.^ All 
Hallows’ or All Saints’ Day is Hovember 1. 

Tbe edition caUed tbe second 2 , also bearing date in 1567, is known 
to us in two states, tbe latter of wMcb I have called tbe tMrd edition. 
Tbe fibtrst state of tbe second edition is shown by tbe Bodleian copy, 
wMcb is ^Augmented and inlarged by tbe fyrst author here of,’ and 
bas, besides smaller differences specified in tbe footnotes in our 
pages, this great difference, that the arrangement of ^ Tbe Hames of 

^ Compare the anecdote, p. 66, 68, ‘the last sommer, Anno Domini, 1566.’ 

® ‘ now at this seconde Impression,’ p. 27 ,* ‘ W3iyle this second Impression 
was in printinge,’ p. 87, 
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tlie Ypriglit Men, Eoges, and PaUyards ’ is not alp'ha'betical, hj the 
first letter of the Christian names, as in the second state of the second 
edition (which I call the third edition), hut higgledy-piggledy, or, at 
least, without attention to the succession of initials either of Christian 
or Sur-names, thus, though in three columns ; 


Eichard Brymmysli. 
John Myllar. 

Wei arayd Eichard. 
John Walchman. 
Wylliam Chamborne. 
Bryan Medcalfe. 


^ Ypright men. 

Eobert G-erse. 

Gryffen. 

Eichard Barton. 

John Braye. 

Thomas Cutter. 

Dowzabell skylfull in fence. 
[&c.] 


% Eoges. 

Harry Walles with the little mouth. Lytle Eobyn. 
John Waren, 

Eichard Brewton. 

Thomas Paske. 

George Belbarby, 

Humfrey Warde. 


[&c.] 


Lytle Dycke. 

Eichard lones. 

Lambart Bose. 

Harry Mason. 

Thomas Smithe with the skal skyn. 


^ Palltabds. 

Hycholas Newton carieth a fayned Edward Heyward, hath his Morte 
lycence. following hym Whiche fayneth 

Bashforde. y® crank, 

Eobart Lackley. Preston. 

Wylliam Thomas. Eobart Canloke. 

[&c.] 

This alone settles the priority of the Bodley edition, as no printer, 
having an index alphabetical, would go and muddle it all again, even 
for a lark. Moreover, the other collations confirm this priority. The 
colophon of the Bodley edition is dated a. d. 1567, Hhe eight of 
January ; ’ and therefore a. d. 1567-8. 

The second state of the second edition — ^which state I call the 
third edition — ^is shown by the copy which Mr Henry Huth has, 
'with his never-failing generosity, lent us to copy and print from. It 
omits Hhe eight of January,’ from the colophon, and has ‘Anno 
Domini 1567 ’ only. Like the 2nd edition (or 2 A), this 3rd edition 
(or 2 B) has the statement on p. 87, below : ^ Whyle this second Im- 
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pression was in printinge, it fortnned that Nycholas Blnnte, who 
called hym selfe Nycholan Gennyns, a coimterefet Cranke, that is 
spoken of in this hooke, was fonde begging in the whyte fryers on 
llSTewe yeares day last past^ Anno domini ,1567, and commytted vnto 
a offescer, who caried hym wnto the depetye of the ward, which cow- 
mytted hym ynto the counter j’ and this brings both the 2nd and 3rd 
editions (or 2 A and 2 E) to the year 1568, modern style. The 4th 
edition, so far as I know, was published in 1573, and was rejDriiited 
by Machell Stace (says Eohn’s Lowndes) in 1814. From that reprint 
Mr W. M. Wood has made a collation of words, not letters, for ns 
with the 3rd edition. The chief difference of the 4tli edition is its ex- 
tension of the story of the ^ dyssembling Cranke,’ JSTyeholas Genings, 
and Hhe Printar of this booke’ Wylliam Gryffith (p. 53-6, below), 
which extension is given in the footnotes to pages 56 and 57 of our 
edition. We were obhged to reprint this from Stace’ s reprint of 1814, 
as our searchers could not find a copy of the 4th edition of 1573 in 
either the British Museum, the Bodleian, or the Cambridge 
Tlniversity Library. 

Thus much about our present edition. I now hark back to the 
first, and the piracies of it or the later editions, mentioned in Mr J. 
P. Collier’s Registers of the Stationers^ Co7npany, i. 155-6, 166. 

“ 1566-7 Pd. of William Greffeth, for his lycense for printingo of 
a boke intituled a Caviat for commen Corsetors, vulgarly called 
Vagabons, by Thomas Harman iiij\ 

“ [No edition of Harman’s ^ Caveat or Warning for common Oursetors/ 
of the date of 1566, is known, although it is erroneously mentioned in 
the introductory matter to the reprint in 1814, from H. Middleton’s im- 
pression of 1573. .It was the forerunner of various later works of the 
same kind, some of which were plundered from it without acknowledg- 
ment, and attributed to the celebrated Bobert Greene. Copies of two 
editions in 1567, by Griffith, are extant, and, in all probability, it was 
the first time it appeared in print : Griffith entered it at Stationers’ Hall, 
as above, in 1566, in order that he might publish it in 1567. Harman’s 
work was preceded by several ballads relating to vagabonds, the earliest 
of which is entered on p. 42 [Awdeley, p. ii. above]. On a subsequent 
page (166) is inserted a curious entry regarding ‘ the boke of Eogges,’ 
or Eogoes.] 

^^1566-7. For Takynge of Fynes as foloweth. Ed. of Henry 
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Byimymaii; for Lis f jne for ■andermy[n]dinge and procnrynge, as mocLe 
as in Lym ded lye, a Copye from wylliam greffetL, called the Loke 
of Rogges iij®. 

‘‘[This was cei’tainly Harman’s ‘CaTeat or Warning for Common 
Cursetors ’ ; and here we see Bynneman fined for endeavouring to under- 
mine Griffith by procuring the copy of the work, in order that Bynne- 
man might print and publish it instead of Griffith, his rival in business. 
The next item may show that Gerard Dewes had also printed the book, 
no doubt without license, but the memorandum was crossed out in the 
register.] 

“Also, there doth remayne in the handes of Mr Tottle and Mr 
Gonneld, then wardens, the somme of iij^\ vij®. viij‘^, wherto was Re- 
cevyd of garrad dowses for pryntinge of the hoke of Rogges in af* 
1567 ij^. vj®. viij'^. 

“ [All tends to prove the desire of stationers to obtain some share of 
the profits of a work, which, as we have already shown, was so well re- 
ceived, that Griffith published two editions of it in 1567.] ” 

The fact is, the hook was so interesting that it made its readers 
thieves, as ‘Jack Sheppard’ has done in later days. The very wood- 
cutter cheated Harman of the hind legs of the horse on his title, 
prigged two of his prauncer’s props (p. 42). 

To know the keen inquiring Social Reformer, Thomas Harman, the 
reader must go to his hook. He lived in the country (p. 34, foot), 
in [Crayford] Kent (p. 30, p. 35), near a heath (p. 35), near Lady 
Elizabeth Shrewshfiry’s parish (p. 19), not far from London (p. 30, 
p. 35) ; ‘ he lodged at the White Friars within the cloister ’ (p. 51), 
seemingly while he was having his hook printed (p. 53), and had his 
servant there with him (ib.) ; ‘ he knew London well’ (p. 54, &c.) ; 
and in Kent ‘heiiige placed as a poore gentleman,’ he had in 1567, 

‘ kepte a house these twenty yeares, where vnto pouerty dayely 
hath and doth rej)ayre,’ and where, being kept at home ‘ through 
sickenos, he talked dayly with many of these wyly wanderars, as well 
men and wemmen, as hoyes and gyrles,’ whose tricks he has so 
pleasantly set down for us. He did not, though, confine his inter- 
course with vagabonds to talking, for he says of some, p. 48, 

^ Some tyme they counterfet the eeale of the Admiraltie. I haue 
diuers tymes taken a waye from them their lycences, of both sortes, 
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wyth suche money as they bane gathered, and hane confiscated the 
same to the ponerty nigh adioyninge to me. p. 51-6. 

Our author also practically exposed these tricks, as witness his 
hunting out the Cranke, IlTycholas Genings, and his securing the 
vagabond's 13^, and 4d, for the poor of ISTewington parish, p. 51-6 ; 
his making the deaf and dumb beggar hear and speak, p. 58-9 (and 
securing his money too for the poor). But lie fed deserving beg- 
gars, see p. 66, p. 20. 

Though Harman tells us ‘ Eloquence hane I none, I neuer was 
acquaynted with the Muses, I neuer tasted of Helycon’ (p. 27-8), 
yet he could write verses — though awfully bad ones : see them at 
pages 50 and 89-91, below, perhaps too at p. 26 ^ ; — ^he knew Latin — 
see his comment on Cursetors and 'Vagaboiie, p. 27 ; his zina voce, p* 
43 5 perhaps his ^ Argus eyes,’ p. 54; his omnia venalia Rome, p. 
60 ; his homo, p. 73 ; he quotes St Augustine (and the Bible), p. 24 ; 
&c, ; — ^he studied the old Statutes of the Eealm (p. 27) ; he liked pro- 
verbs (see the Index) ; he was once ^ in commission of the peace,’ as 
he says, and judged malefactors, p. 60, though he evidently was not a 
J ustice when he wrote his book ; he was a ^ gentleman,’ says Har- 
rison (see p. xii. below) ; ^ a Justice of Peace in Kent,^ in Queene 
Marie’s dales,’ says Samuel Howlands ; ^ he bore arms (of heraldry), 
and had them duly stamped on his pewter dishes (p. 35) ; he had 
at least one old ^tennant who customably a greate tyme went 
twise in the weeke to London, (over Blacke Heathe) eyther wyth 
fruite or with pescoddes ’ (p. 30) ; he hospitably asked his visitors to 
dinner (p. 45) ; he had horses in his pasture,^ the best gelding of 
which the Pryggers of Prauncers prigged (p. 44) ; he had an un- 
chaste cow that went to bull every month (p. 67, if his ownership is 
not chaff here) ; he had in his " weU-house on the backe side of 

^ Mr J. P. Collier iBilUograxyhioal Catalogue, i. 365) has little doubt that 
the verses^ at the back of the title-page of Harman’s Caveat were part of 
a ballad intituled a description of the nature of a birchen broom entered at 
Stationers’ Hail to William Griffith, the first printer of the Caveat, 

^ Cp. Kente, p. 37, 43, 48, 61, 63, 66, 68, 77, &o. Moreover, the way in 
which he, like a Horfolk or Suffolk man, speaks of shires, points to a liver in 
a non -shire. 

® In Martin Marh-aM, JBeaMe of Bridewell, 1610, quoted below, at p. xvii- 
* Compare his ‘ride to Hartforde to speake with a priest there,’ p. 57. 
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Ms liouse, a great cawdron of copper’ wHcli tlie beggars stole (p. 
34-5) ; be couldn’t keep his linen on his hedges or in Ms rooms, 
or his pigs and poultry from the tMeves (p. 21); he hated the 
^rascal rabblement’ of them (p. 21), and ‘^the wicked parsons 
that keepe typlinge Houses in all sbires, where they haue succour 
and reliefe ’ ; and, like a wise and practical man, he set himself to 
iind out and expose all their "^vndecent, dolefull [guileful] dealing, 
and execrable exercyses ’ (p. 21) to the end that they might be 
stopt, and sin and wickedness might not so much abound, and 
tlius ‘ this Famous Empyre be in more welth, and better florysh^ to 
the inestymable joye and comfort’ of Ms great Queen, Elizabeth, and 
the ‘ ynspeakable . . reliefe and quietnes of minde, of all her fayth- 
full Commons and Subiectes.’ The right end, and the right way to 
it. WeVe some like you still, Thomas Harman, in our Victorian 
time. May their number grow 1 

Thus much about Harman we learn from Ms book and Ms 
literary contemporaries and successors. If we now turn to the his- 
torian of his county, Hasted, we find further interesting details 
about our author: 1, that he lived in Crayford parish, next to 
Erith, the Countess of Shrewsbury’s parish; 2, that he inherited 
the estates of Ellam, and Maystreet, and the manor of Mayton or 
Maxton ; 3, that he was the grandson of Henry Harman, Clerk of 
the Crown, who had for his arms ‘ Argent, a chevron between 3 
scalps sable,’ which were no doubt those stampt on our Thomas’s 
pewter dishes ; 4, that he had a ‘ descendant,’ — a son, I presume — 
who inherited his lands, and three daughters, one of whom, Bridget, 
married Henry Binneman — ^?not the printer, about 1565-85 A.n., p. 
vi-vii, above. 

Hasted in his description of the parish of Crayford, speaking of 
Ellam, a place in the parish, says : — 

“In the 16th year of K, Henry VIL John Ellam alienated it (the 
seat of Ellam) to Henry Harman, who was then Clerk of the Crown, ^ and 

^ “John Harman, Esquyer, one of the gentilmen hashers of the Chamhre 
of onr soverayn Lady the Quene, and the excellent Lady Dame Dorothy© 
Gwydott, widow, late of the town of Southampton, married Deo. 21, 1557.’^ 
(Extract from the register of the parish of Stratford Bow, given in p. 499, 
vol. iii. of Lysons’s Bmirom of London. 
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wlio likewise purcliasecl an estate called Maystreet bore, of Cowley and 
Bnlbcck, of Btilbeck- street in this jDarish, in the 20th year of King 
Edward IV.^ On his decease, William Hannan, his son, possessed both 
these estates.^ On his decease they descended to Thomas Hannan, esq., 
his son ; who, among others, procured his lands to be disgavclled, by tho 
act of the 2 & 3 Edw, VI.^ lie married Mill icent, one of th(i daughters 
of Nicholas Leigh, of Addington, in the county of Surry, csq.*^ Ilis de- 
scendant, William Harman, sold both these places in tho reign of K. 
James I. to Huhert Draper, esqr,”~7/M‘/or// of Koit, vol. i. ]>. 200. 

The manor of Maxton, in tho parish of Ifougham “ passed to Hob- 
day, and thence to Harman, of Cray ford ; from which name it was sold 

by Thomas Harman to Sir James Hales William Harman Indd 

the manor of Maytou, alias IVIaxton, with ils appurtenances, of the Lonl 
Cheney, as of his manor of Chilhani, by Knight’s service. Thomas Har- 
man was bis son and heir : Hot. Esch. 2 Edw. VI.’’ — -llasicd’s IlL^tonj (f 
Kentj vi. p. 47. 

“It is laid down as a rule, that nothing but -an act of parliannuii 
can change tho nature of gavelkind lands ; and ibis has ocauisiomHl 
several [acts], for the purpose of disgavelliiig tho possessions of divm's 

gentlemen in this county One out of several statutes made for 

this purpose is the 3rd of Edw. VI.” — Ilasted’s Jliaiorf/ of Km% voL i. p. 
cxliii. 

And ill the list of iiamos given,— taktiii from Itubinson’s (htcdkuid 
— twelfth from the bottom stands that of Thomas Harman. 

Of Thomas Harman’s aunt, Mary, j\lrs William Lovelace, wo fiml ; 
“ John Lovelace, esq., and William Lovidace, his brother, possesstnl (his 
manor and seat (Bayford-Oasth*,) between them ; the latbu* of wluun 
resided at Bayford, where ho died in the 2nd year of K. Eilward \H., 
leaving issue by Mary his wife, daughter of William Harman, of 
CiRyford, seven sons. , • . ” — 'llusted’s of KetU^ vol. ii. p. 312. 

The rectory of tho parish of Deal was btssiowinl by tho Arcli- 
bishop ou liogcr IlarmiiTi in 1514 vol. iv. p. 171). 

Ilarman-stroot is the name uf a farm in the parish ol‘ Ash (//n.vAv/, 
Tol. iii. p. GDI). 

* Philipott, p. 108, Ihmry Harman boro for his arms— Argenf, nclunu'en 
hotween 3 scalps sable. 

Of whose (huighters, Maty married John, eid(‘st sen of Wtu. L(»velac’<\ <»£ 
Hover in Kingsdown, in tins county; and Klimheth married Jehu t^enuani, 
Pro tho not a. ry, and arterwax'ils (Justo^ of ilu^ iUunmon Plesu\ He.e 

Ch<*-V(*ning. 

® Het^ llohinson’s Chnadkiml, p. 3O0. 

^ Hho was of consanguinily to Ahp, Chielndcy. Stomnh "No. Hifh 

Thomas Harman had thr<‘o daughters: Atme, wiio nmrri(*d Wm. Hriipcr, of 
Erhh, and lies btlri<^d there; Alary, who marrietl tfhoinas Harrys; and 
Bridged, who wag the wife of Henry itiuneman. 
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Tlio excellent xiarson, William Tlarrison, in liis ‘Description of 
England/ protlxed to llolinsliod’s Clironicles (edit. 158G), quotes 
Harman fairly enougli in liis cliaptcr “ 01‘ prouision made for tlio 
poore/’ JBoolc II, cliaj). lOd And as lie gives a statement of tlio 
sliarp punislimont enacted for idle rogues and vagabonds by tlie 
Statutes of Eliisabetlij I take a long oxtrae-t from Ms said chapter. 
After speaking of those who arc made ‘ ])eggers through other mens 
occasion/ and denouncing tlio grasjiijig landlords ‘who make them 
so, and wipe manic out of their occupiongs/ Harrison goes on to 
those who are beggars ‘ through their owno defanlt’ (ji. 183, last lino 
of ccd. 1, cd. 1580) : 

“ Such as are idle heggers tlirough thoir owne default arc of two 
sorts, and coutmuo tlicir estates cither by casuall or moero volmitario 
mcanes : tliose that are such hy casuall means ^ are in the beginning ^ 
iiistlie to be referred citlior to the first or second sort of pooro ^ afore 
mentioufMr'^ ; but, degenerating into the Ihriftlesse sort, they doo what 
they can to (jontimio tlndr iniscno ; and, with such iinpediimuits as they 
haiic^,, to straio and wander about, as (U'<‘ai.ures ahliorriiig all labour and 
etuu*i (3 hommt ox(K‘rcis<3. Oertes, I call thes(‘ cansuall imjaneH, not in re- 
spect of the originall of tludr poinufie, but of tlH3 continuance of the 
same, from whence tln^y will not be deliuered, suclr*^ is llunr owno 
vngratiouH lewdnessc and Froward disposition. 'Hhj volimtario lueanos 
proceed from outwani causcH, as hy making of corosiues, Jind applieng 
the same to the nu)re Ihishh^ parts of th(‘ir bodies ; and also laieng of 
raishano, sperowort, crowfoot, and snch like vnta their whole inonda^rs, 
tluuajhy to raise piiifuIH and odious sores, and moouc ^th(3 harts of - the 
goers by such places where they lie, to ^yerru3 at^^ their misena’o, ami 
tlicrevpon bestow iargc3 ahm^Hsc^ vpon tlumid’ How artificiallio they 
beg, what forcible speijch, and how tln^y siit^ct and chooH(3 out words of 
%'‘ehem(mcie, wher<i)y tlH3y doo in manm* coniuro or adinro ilu^ goer hy 
to piiie th(3ir c;astm, I passe oner to rememher, as iudging the name of 
Uod and (Jlnist to he mor<^ (Jonuersant in the inoutlm of non(‘,, and yet 
tlio presiUKM^ cd' the Innimdle mai<mtie furtlier off from no num than from 
iliis vugrations (M)m|,)anie. Whitii maketh me to thinko, that puuish- 
nnmi is farnj nn!<der for ih<3m than hlxs-alitici or alnH^HHt,^, and silh (Jlirist 
willeth vs cheeilie to haut3 a i*ogard to himselft', and his pooro inemhm’s. 

“ Vnio this m*Hi is another sort to be tefmavd, more sturdit^ than the 
rest, which, hauiiig sound am! p(3rfe<;t Hms, doo yet, notwithstanding 

^ Tn the first edition of Holinshed (1577) this chapter is the r>ih in Book 
lib of Harrison’s 

1577. * tharow in ed* 1577, 

^ in cd. 1577. Ifzment in ed. 1577. 

® The romaimler of this paragraph Is not in cd. 1577. 
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sometime counterfeit tlie possession of all sorts oC diseases, Diuorsc 
times in their apparell also ^ they will he like seruing men or laborers : 
oftentimes they can plaie the mariners, and seeko for ships which they 
neucr Jost.^ But, in fine, they are all theeues and caterpillers in the 
commonwealth, and, by the word of God not permitted to eat, sith they 
doo but licke tlie sweat from the true laborers’ browes, and beereuo the 
godlie poore of that which is duo vnto them, to mainteine their exceHS<% 
consuming the charitic of well-disposed people bestowed vpon them, 
after a most wicked ^ and detestable manor. 

“It is not yet full threescore'* yeares since this trade began : but 
how it hath prospered since that time, it is oasic to indge ; for tin'y an* 
now supposed, of one sex and auotlior, to amount vnto abmn^ 10,000 
persotis, as I lKiue^4tcm*drh'eported, klorcoucr, in countorfeitiug the 
l^gyptiau rogos, they liauo donised a language among themselues, which 
they name Canting (hnt other pcdlers French) — Hp(‘a<^h eompaet tlurtie 
yeares since of English, and a great number of od words of thtdr owm‘ 
deuising, without all order or reason : and yet such is it as lume but 
themseluos are able to vnderstand. The tirst deuiser thereof was 
hanged by the nccke, — a iust reward, no doubt, for his dcst'rtH, and a 
Thomas conunon end to all of that profession. A genthiman, also, of 

Hainimu. late hath taken great paines to search out the scHjret praetist^s 
of this vngratious rabble. And among other things ho setteth <lowne 
and describeth ® three and twentio^ sorts of them, "vvlioso namcH it shall 
not be amisse to remember, wberby ceh one may ^take occasion to n»ad 
and know as also by his indusirie ^ what wicked people they are, atni 
what villanio remaineth in them. 

“The seuei’till disorders and degrees amongst our idle vagabonds : - 


1. Bufilors, 

2. Vprightmon, 

B. Hookers or Anglers. 

4. liogcs. 

5. Wild Roges. 

0. Priggors of Prancors. 
7. Palliards, 


8. Fraiers. 

0. Abrams. 

10. Froshwuter marinerH, or W!up« 

11 . {himimu'tu'H, [laeks. 

12. Drtmketi tiuk(»rs. 

IH. Swadders, or PetlliU's. 

14, larkemen, or Patricoos. 


Of Women kindo- 


1. Demanders for glimmar, or nro. C, Doxcb. 


2. Baudio Baskets. 

3. Mortes. 

4. Autem inortos. 

5. Walking mortes. 


7. Dclkm. 

8. Kinching l^fortes. 
D. Kinching coocsj 


^JSTot in 0(1. 1577. * (kniipare Ifarmnn^ p. 4H, 

® The 1577 od. inserts 

* The 1577 ed. reads Jiffg. 

The 1577 ed. reads 22, which is evidently an error. 

< 1 -.© these words the 1577 ed. reads gathtT. 

^ Tlxo above list is taken from the titles of the chapters in Harman’s (kueut 
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The punishment that is ordoiiied for this kind of people is verie 
sharpe, and yet it can not restrcine them from their gadding : wherefore 
the end must needs be martiall law, to be exercised vpon them as vpon 
theeues, robbers, despisers of all lawes, and enimios to the common- 
wealth a7id welfare of the land. What notable I'obories, pilferies, 
murders, rapes, and stealings of yoong^ children, ^burning, breaking and 
disfiguring their iims to make them pitifull in the sight of the people, ^ 
I need not to rehearse ; but for their idle roging about the countrie, the 
law ordeincth this manor of coiTCCtion. The rogo being apprehended, 
committed to prison, and tried in the next assises (whether they bo of 
gaole deliuerie or sessions of the peace) if he happen to be conuicted for 
a vagabond either by inquest of ofiice, or the testimouie of two honest 
and credible witnesses vpon tboir otJis, he is then iminediatlie adiudged 
to be greouousli© wlii 2 q')ed and burned through the gristle of the right 
eare, with an hot iron of the compasso of an inch about, as a inanifosta- 
tion of bis wicked life, and duo punislimcnt receiued for the satne. And 
this iudgement is to bo executed vpon him, except some honest person 
woortli fine pounds in the qnoenc’s books in goods, or twontio shillings 
in lands, or some rich honsholder to be allowed by the iuslices, will be 
bound in recognisance to rcteino him in his scruico for one whole ycare. 
K ho be taken the second time, and prouod to hauo forsaken Ids said 
seruico, ho shall then bo wldiq-jcd againo, bored likewise through the 
other care and set to senii<‘e : fr<7m wlienco if lie (kjpart boforo a yoaro 
1)0 cx 2 >irod, and happen afterward to bo aiiachcMl againo, be is con- 
don mod to sufier paiin^s of death as a fellon (exc(q)t before exccq)t{Ml) 
without benefit of cl<u* ** gio or sanctuarie, as by the stalnto dooth aiipearo. 
Anumg rages ami idle jicrsons finaIHe, we find to bo comprised all 
proctors that go vp and downo with counterfeit lieemycs, coosiners, ami 
such as gad about tbo countrie, vsing vnlawfull games, practisers of 
physiognomic, and palmestrio, tellers of fortunes, fenserB, phuel*B,'^ 
minstrels, iugglers, pedlors, tinkers, protenHcul ^ scholhirs, shifunen, 
prisonorB gathering for fciys, and others, so oft as they he taken without 
sullicient licycneo. From ^Mtmong whi<!h companies our boarewards are 
not excepted, and iusi causo: for I liauo read that tlnsy hauo (uthor 
volnnUmlie, or for want of power to muster tluur sauago beaHts, heeno 
occasion of the dtuiih and dtjuoration of manic ehiklrcn in sundrie (Coun- 
tries by which tluyy hauo jiassed, whoso parents noucr knew what was 
bocome of tlieim And for that (;ause there is bane IxHuie maidty 
sharpo lawes made for hearwards in Cbu*mani(y 3 wlKU’of you may read 
iu other. But to our roges/' Eat;h oue also that harboiaiili or aideth 
them with meat or monity, is taxed and eomp{‘llod hi limy with the 
Ciuoeno’s maiesiio for cuerie time that he dooth so succour lluyin, as it 

* Not in the 1577 e<L 

TIkiso words arc Bubstituted for 9i*hk)k thay Unjtgwm to mltlmt in 
the 1577 c<L 

** The 1 577 cd. inserts * Not in 1 577 nth 

^ These three sentences ax'C not in 1077 ed* 
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shall please the iustices of peace to assigne, so that the taxation exceed 
not twentie shillings, as I hane beene informed. And thus much of the 
poore, and such prouision as is appointed for them within the realme of 
England.’* 

Among the users of Harman's book, the chief and coolest was the 
author of The groimdioorhe of Conny-catclving^ 1592, who wrote a 
few introductory pages, and then quietly reprinted almost all Har- 
man’s book with an leaue you now ynto those which by Maister 
Harman are discouered’ (p. 103, below). Ey this time Harman was 
no doubt dead. — Who will search for his Will in the Wills Office ? 
— Though Samuel Howlands was alive, he did not show up this early 
appropriator of Harman’s work as he did a later one. As a kind of 
Supplement to the Caiieat, I have added, as the 4tli tract in the 
present volume, such parts of the Groundworhe of Gonny -catching as 
are not reprinted from Harman. The Gronndworke has been attri- 
buted to Hobert Greene, but on no evidence (I believe) except 
Greene’s having written a book in three Parts on Conny-catching, 
1591-2, and ^A Disputation betweene a Hee Conny-catchcr and a 
Shee Conny-catcher, whether a Theafe or a Whore is most hvrtfull 
in Cousonage to the Common-wealth,’ 1592.^ Heaime’s copy of the 
GroundiooT'ke is bound up in the 2nd vol. of Greene’s Works, among 
George III.’s books in the British Museum, as if it really was 
Greene’s. 

Another pilferer from Harman was Thomas Dekker, in his Bed- 
man of London^ 1608, of which three editions were published in the 
same year {HazlUi)* But ISamuel Howlands found him out and 
showed him up. Prom the fifth edition of the Belman, the earliest 
that our copier, Mr W. M. Wood, could find in the British Museum, 
he has drawn up the following account of the book : 

The Belman of London* Bringing to Light the most notorious Viliam es 
that are now practised in the Kingdome. Profitable for Gentlemen^ 
Lawyers^ Merchants^ Citizens^ Farmers^ Masters of Hoiisholds^ and all 
soi'ts of Beraants to marh, and delightfull for all Men to Beade. 

Lege, Perlege, Kelege. 

The fift Impression^ with new additions* Printed at London by Miles 
Flesher* 1640. 


* Hazlitt’s Hand Booh, p. 341, 
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On tlie back of the title-page^ after the table of contents, the 
eleven following ^ secret villanies ’ are described, severally, as 


“ Cheating Law 
Vincent’s Law. 
Curbing Law. 
Lifting Law. 
Sacking Law. 


Five Iiimpes at 


Bernard’s Lawe, 
The black Art. 
Prigging Law. 
High Law. 
Frigging Law. 
Leape-frog.” 


After a short description of the four ages of the world, there is an 
account of a feast, at which were present all kinds of vagabonds. 
Deldsier was conveyed, by ^ an old nimble-tong’d beldam, who seemed 
to haue the command of the place,’ to an upper loft, ^ where, vnseene, 
I might, through a wooden Latice that had p)i"ospect of the dining 
roome, both see and heare all that was to be done or spoken.’ 

‘The whole assembly being thus gathered together, one, amongest 
the rest, who tooke vpon him a Seniority oner the rest, charged euery 
man to answer to his name, to see if the Iiiry were full : — the Bill by 
which hee meant to call them beeing a double lug of ale (that had the 
spirit of Aquavitcd in it, it smelt so strong), and that hee held in his hand. 
Another, standing by, with a toast, nutmeg, and ginger, ready to cry Vous 
avQ^ as they were cald, and all that were in the roome hauing single pots 
by the eares, which, like Pistols, were charged to goe off so soone as euer 
they heard their names. This Ceremony beeing set abroach, an Oyes was 
made. But he that was Rector Chory (the Captain of the Tatterdemalions) 
spying one to march vnder his Colours, that had neuer before serued in 
those lowsie warres, paused awhile (after hee had taken his first draught, 
to tast the dexterity of the liquor), and then began, lustice-like, to 
examine this yonger brother vpon interrogatories.’ 


This yonger brother is afterwards ‘ stalled to the rogue ; ’ and the 
‘Hector Chory instructs him in his duties, and tells him the names 
and degrees of the fraternity of vagabonds. Then comes the feast, 
after which, ‘ one who tooke vpon him to be speaker to the whole 
house,’ began, as was the custom of their meeting, ‘ to make an 
oration in praise of Beggory, and of those that pro fosse the trade,’ 
which done, all the company departed, leaving the ^ old beldam ’ and 
Dekker the only occupants of the room. 


‘ The spirit of her owne mault walkt in her brain-pan, so that, what 
with the Bweetnes of gaines which shee had gotten by her Marchant 


^ Leader of the Choir, Captain of the Company. 
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Yentnrers, and wliat with the fumes of drinke, which set her tongue in 
going, I found her apt for talke ; and, taking hold of this opportunity, 
after some intreaty to discouer to mee what these ypright men, rufflers 
and the rest were, with their seuerall qualities and manners of life. 
Thus shee began f 

And what she tells Dekker is taken, all of it, from Harman's 
book. 

Afterwards come accounts of the five ^ Laws ' and five jumps at 
leap-frog mentioned on the back of the title-page, and which is 
quoted above, p. xv. 

Lastly ^ A short Discourse of Canting,’ which is, entirely, taken 
from Harman, pages 84 — 87, below. 

As I have said before, Dekker was shown up for his pilferings 
from Harman by Samnel Howlands, who must, says Mr Collier in his 
Bibliographical Catalogue, have published his Mariin Marh-all, 
Beadle of BrideioeU, in or before 1609, — ^though no edition is known 
to us before 1610, — ^because Dekker in an address ^ To my owne 
Hation ’ in his Lantliorne and Candle-light, which was published in 
1609, refers to Howlands as a ^Beadle of Bridewell.’ ^ You shall 
know him,’ (says Dekker, speaking of a rival author, [that is, Samuel 
Rowlands] whom he calls ^ a Usurper ’) ^ by his Habiliments, for (by 
the furniture he weares) bee will bee taken for a Beadle of Bride- 
well^ That this ^Usurper’ was Howlands, we know by the latter’s 
saying in Martin Marlc-all, leaf E, i hack, ^although he (the Bel-inan, 
that is, Dekker) is hold to call me an vstm^ier ; for so he doth in his 
last round.’ 

Well, from this treatise of Howlands’, Mr Wood has made the 
following extracts relating to Dekker and Harman, together with 
Howlands’s own list of slang words not in Dekker or Harman, and" 
^the erromc in his [Dekker’s] words, and true englishing of the 
same : ’ 

Martin MarTc-all, Beadle of Bridev^ell ; Ms defence and Answere to the 
Belman of London^ Discouering the long-concealed Originall and Regiment 
of Rogues^ when they first began to talce head^ and how they haue suc- 
ceeded one the other successiuely vnto the sixe and twentieth yeare of King 
Henry the eight, gathered out of the Chronicle of Crachero^es^ and (as 
they terms it) the Legend of Lossels. By S[ammT] R\owlands^» 
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Orderant peccare boni virtutis amore, 

Orderunt peccare mali formidine poense. 

London 

Printed for lolin Budge and Ilicliard Bonian. 1610. 

‘Martin Mark-all, his Apologie to the Bel-man of London. There 
hath been of late dayes great paines taken on the part of the good old 
Bel-man of London, in discouering, as bee thinks, a new-found Nation 
and People. Let it be so for this time : hereupon much adoe was made 
in setting forth their liues, order of lining, method of speech, and vsuall 
meetings, with diners other things thereunto appertaining. These 
volumes and papers, now spread euerie where, so that euerie lacke-boy 
now can say as well as the proudest of that fraternitie, “will you wapp for 
a wyn, or tranie for a make ? ” The gentle Company of Oursitours began 
now to stirre, and looke about them ; and hauing gathered together a 
Conuocation of Canting Caterpillars, as wel in the North parts at the 
Diuels arse apeake,^ as in the South, they diligently enquired, and 
straight search was made, whether any had reuolted from that faithles 
fellowship. Herupon euery one gaue his verdict : some supposed that 
it might be some one that, hauing ventured to farre beyond wit and 
good taking heede, was fallen into the hands of the Magistrate, and 
carried to the trayning Cheates, where, in shew of a penitent heart, and 
remoarse of his good time ill spent, turned the cocke, and let out all : 
others thought it might be some spie-knaue that, hauing little to doe, 
tooke vpon him the habite and forme of an Hermite ; and so, by dayly 
commercing and discoursing, learned in time the mysterie and knowlege 
of this ignoble profession : and others, because it smelt of a study, 
deemed it to be some of their owne companie, that had been at some 
free-schoole, and belike, because bee would be handsome against a good 
time, tooke jjen and inke, and wrote of that subiect ; thus, Tot homines^ 
tot sententice, so many men, so many mindes. And all because the spight- 
full Poet would not set too his name. At last vp starts an old Caco- 
demicall Academicke with his frize bonnet, and giues them al to know, 
that this invectiue was set foorth, made, and printed Portie yeeres agoe. 
And being then called, ‘ A caueat for Cursitors,’ is now newly printed, 
and termed, ‘ The Bel-man of London,’ made at first by one Master Har- 
man, a lustice of Peace in Kent, in Queene Marie’s daies, — he being then 
about ten yeeres of age.’ Sign. A. % 

‘They (the vagabonds) haue a language among themselues, com- 
posed of omnium gatherum ; a glimering whereof, one of late daies hath 
endeuoured to manifest, as farre as his Authour is pleased to be an in- 

* Where at this day the Rogues of the Noi’th part, once euerie throe yeeres, 
assemble in the night, because they will not be seene and espied ; being a 
place, to those that know it, verie fit for that purpos,^ — ^it being hollow, and 
made spacious vnder ground ; at first, by estimation, halfe a mile in compasse ; 
but it hath such turnings and roundings in that a man may easily be lost if 
hee enter not with a guide. 
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telligencer. The substance whereof he leaueth for those that will dilate 
thereof ; enough for him to haue the praise, other the paines, notwith- 
standing HarmarCs ghost continually clogging his conscience with Bic 
Yos non Yohis.^ — Sign. C. 3 back.* 

‘ Because the Bel-man entreateth any that is more rich in canting, 
to lend him better or more with variety, he will repay his loue double, 
I haue thought good, not only to shew his errour in some places in set- 
ting downe olde wordes vsed fortie yeeres agoe, before he was borne, for 
wordes that are vsed in these dayes (although he is bold to call me an 
vsurper (for so he doth in his last round), and not able to niaintayno the 
title, but haue enlarged his Dictionary (or Master Ilai'maii's') with such 
wordes as I thinke hee neuer heard of (and yet in vse too) ; but not out 
of vaine gloria, as his ambition is, but, indeede, as an experienced souldier 
that Lath deerely paid for it : and therefore it shall be honour good 
enough for him (if not too good) to come vp with the Reare (I doe but 
shoote your owne arrow back againe), and not to haue the leading of 
the Van as lie meanes to doe, although small credito in the end will re- 
dound to eyther. You shall know the wordes not set in oyther his 
Dictionaries by this marke § : and for shewing the errour in his words, 
and true englisliing of the same and other, this marke ^ shall sernc 
§ Abram, madde 

§ He iiiaunds Abram, he begs as a madde man 
®IT Bung, is now vsed for a pockety heretofore for a purse 
§ Budge a beake, runne away 
§ A Bite, secreta mulierum 
§ Crackmans, the hedge 
§ To Castell, to see or looke 
§ A Eoome Cuttle, a sword 
§ A Guttle bung, a knife to cut a purse 
§ Chepemans, Cheapo-side market 

^ Chates, the Gallowes : here he mistakes both the simple word, be- 
cause he so found it printed, not knowing the true origiiiall thereof, 
and also in the compound ; as for Chates^ it should be Cheates, 
which word is vsed generally for things, as I^lp me that Cheate, 
Giue me that thing : so that if you will make a word for the 
Gallons, you must put thereto this word treynlng^ which BignihoB 

* Of the above passages, Dekker speaks in the following manner : — “ There 
is an Ysurper, that of late hath taken vpon him the name of the Bchnan ; but 
being not able to maintaine tbat title, hee doth now call himsclfe the Bel-mans 
brother; his ambition is (rather out of vaine-glory then the true courage of an 
experienced Souldier) to haue the leading of the Yan ; but it shall be honor 
good enough for him (if not too good) to come vp with the Bore. You Bhall 
know him by his Habiliments, for (by the furniture ho weares) he will bo 
taken for a JBeacJle of Bridewell. It is thought he is rather a Bewter then a 
friend to the cause : and therefore the Bel-man doth here openly px'otest tJiat 
hee comes into the held as no fellow in armes with him.” — O per bg O (1G12 
edit.), sign. A. 2. 
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hanging ; and so treyning clieate is as much to say, hanging things, 
or the Gallons, and not Chates. 

§ A fflicke, a Theefe 
§ Famblers, a paire of Gloues 
§ Greenemans, the fields 

§ Gilkes for the gigger, false keyes for the doore oi picklockes 
§ Gracemans, Gratioiis streete market 
§ lockam, a man’s yard 
§ Ian, a purse 
§ lere, a turd 
§ Lugges, eares 
§ Loges, a passe or warrant 

§ A Feager of Loges, one that beggeth with false passes or counterfeit 
writings 

§ Numans, Newgate Market 

^ Nigling, company keeping with a woman : this word is not vsed 
now, but wap;ping^ and thereof comes the name wapj)ing 
whoores. 

§ To plant, to hide 

^ Smellar, a garden j not smelling cheate, for that ’s a Nosegay 
§ Spreader, butter 
§ Whittington, Newgate. 

“ And thus haue I runne ouer the Canter’s Dictionary ; to speake 
more at large would aske more time then I haue allotted me ; yet in 
this short time that I haue, I rneane to sing song for song with the 
Belraan, ere I wholly leaue him.” [Here follow three Canting Songs.] 
Sign. E 1, back — E 4. 

“ And thus hath the Belman, through his pitifull ambition, caused 
me to write that I would not : And whereas he disclaims the name of 
Brotherhood, I here vtterly renounce him & his fellowship, as not de- 
sirous to be rosolued of anything he professeth on this subiect, knowing 
my selfe to be as fully instructed herein as euer he was.” — Sign. P. 

In the second Part of his Belman of London^ namely, liis 
Lanthorne and Candledight, 1609, Pekker printed a Dictionary of 
Canting, which is only a reprint of Harman’s (p. 82-4, below). A 
few extracts from this Lanthorne are subjoined : 

Canting. 

“ This word canting secmes to bee deidued from the latine verhe 
cantOy which signifies in English, to sing, or to make a sound with 
words, — that is to say, to speake. And very aptly may canting take his 
deriuatio?^, a cantando^ from singing, because, amongst these beggerly 
consorts that can play vpon no better instimments, the language of 
canting is a kind of musicke ; and he that in such assemblies can cant 
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best, is cotinted the best Musitian.” — Dekhen^s Lantliorne and Candle-light^ 
B. 4. back. 


Bjpecimen of “ Canting rithmesy 

“ Enough — with bowsy Cone maund ISTace, 

Tour the Patring Coue in the Darkeman Case, 

Docked the Dell, for a Coper meke 

His wach sliall feng a Frounces Nab-chete, 

Cyarum, by Salmon, and thou shalt pek my lere 
In thy Can, for my watch it is nace gere, 

Eor the bene bowse my watch hath a win, <§:c.” 

Dehher^s Lantliorne^ &c., C. 1. back, 

A specimen of Canting prose,’’ with translation, is given on 
the same page. 

Dekker’s dictionary Of Canting, given in Lantliorne and Candle- 
lights is the same as that of Harman, 

“ A Canting Song. 

The Eufdn cly the nab of the Harman beck, 

If we mawn’d Pannam, lap or Buff-peck, 

Or poplars of yarum : he cuts, bing to the Euffmans, 

Or els he sweares by the light-mans, 

To put our stamps in the Harmans, 

The rufSan cly the ghost of the Harman beck 
If we heaue a booth we cly the lerke. 

If we niggle, or mill a bowsing Ken 
Or nip a boung that has but a win 
Or dup the giger of a Gentry cofe’s ken, 

To the quier cufSng we bing, 

And then to the quier Ken, to scowre the Cramp ring, 

And then to the Trin’de on the chates, in the lightmans 
The Bube and Euffian cly the Hannan bock and barmans. 

Thus Englished, 

The Diuell take the Constable’s head, 

If we beg Bacon, Butter-milko, or broad, 

Or Pottage, to the hedge he bids vs hie 
Or sweares (by this light) i’ th’ stocks we shall lie. 

The Deuill haunt the Constable’s gboast 

If we rob but a Booth, we are whip’d at a poast. 

If an ale-house we rob, or be tane with a whore, 

Or cut a purse that has inst a penny, and no more, 

Or come but stealing in at a Gentleman’s dore 
To the lustice straight we goe, 

And then to the laylo to be shakled : And so 
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To be bang’d on the gallowes i’ tb’ day time : tbe pox 
And tbe Deuill take tbe Constable and bis stocks/’ 

Ibid, C. 3. back. 

Eicbard Head (says Mr Hotten), in bis English Rogue, described 
in the Life of Meriton Latroon, a Witty Extravagant, 4 vols. 12nio., 
1671-80, gave '' a glossary of Cant -words 'nsed by tbe Gipsies ’ ; but 
it was only a reprint of wbat Decker bad given sixty years before/' 
and tlierefore merely taken from Harman too. ^ Tbe Eibliograpby 
of Slang, Cant, and Vulgar Language ’ bas been given so fully at tbe 
end of Mr Hotten’s Slang Dictionary, that I excuse myself from 
pursuing tbe subject farther. I only add bere Mr Wood’s extracts 
from four of tbe treatises on this subject not noticed by Mr Hotten 
in tbe 1864 edition of bis Dictionary, but contained (witb others) in 
a most curious volume in tbe British Museum, labelled Practice of 
Robbers , — Press Mark 518. b. 2., — as also some of tbe slang words in 
these little books not given by Harman ^ : 

1. The Catterpillers of this Nation anatomized, in a brief yet notable 
Discovery of House-hreahers, Pich-pochets, Together with the Life of 

a penitent HigEway-man, discovering the Mystery of that Infernal Society, 
To which is added, the Manner of Hectomng and trapanning, as it is acted 
in and about the City of London. London, Printed for M, H. at the Princes 
Armes, in Chancery -lane, 1659. 

Ken=z miller, house-breaker 

lowre, or mint = wealth or money 

Gigers jacked =: locked doors 

Tilers, or Cloyers, equivalent to shoplifters 

J oseph, a cloak 

Bung-nibber, or Cutpurse = a pickpocket. 


2. A Warning for Housekeepers / or, A discovery of all sorts of thieves 
and Robbers which go under theee titles, viz, — The Giltcr^ the Mill, the 
Glasier, Budg and Snudg, File-lifter^ Tongue-padder, The private Theif 
With Directions how to prevent them, Also an exact description of every one 
of their Practices. Written by one who was a Prisoner in Newgate, 
Printed for T, Newton, 1676. 

Glasiers, thieves who enter houses, thro’ windows, first remouing a 
pane of glass (p. 4). 

^ We quote from four out of the five tracts contained in the volume. The 
title of the tract we do not quote is ‘ Hanging not PimlsEmnt enough,^ etc., 
London, 1701. 
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Tlie following is a Badg and Snudg song ; — 

“ The Budge it is a delicate trade, 

And a delicate trade of fame ; 

For when that we have bit the bloe, 

We carry away the game : 

But if the cully nap us, 

And the lurres from us take, 

O then they rub us to the whitt. 

And it is hardly worth a make. 

But -when that we come to the whitt 
Our Darbies to behold, 

And for to take our penitence", 

And boose the water cold. 

But when that we come out agen, 

As we walk along the street, 

We bite the Gulley of his cole, 

But we are rubbed unto the whitt. 

And when that we come to the whitt, 

For garnish they do cry, 

Mary, faugh, you son of a wh 

Ye shall have it by and by. 

But when that we come to Tyburn, 

For going upon the budge, 

There stands Jack Catch, that son of a w 

That owes us all a grudge 

And when that he hath noosed us 

And our friends tips him no cole 

O then he throws us in the carfc 

And tumbles us into the hole.” — (pp. 5, 6.) 

On the last page of this short tract (which consists of eight pages) 
we are promised : 

“ In the next Part you shall have a fuller description.” 

3. /Street Mobheries consider'd ; The reason of their 'being so freqiieMty 
with probable means to prevent 'em: To which is added three short 
Treatises — 1. A Warning for Travellers^ 2. Observations on House- 
brealcers ; 3, A Caveat for Shopheepers. London^ J. Moberts, [no date] 
Written by a converted Thief 

Bkepherd is mentioned in this hook as being a clever prison 
breaker (p. 6). There is a long list of slang words in this tract. 
The following are only a few of them : 

Abram, Naked Chive, a ‘Knife 

Betty, a Picklock Clapper dudgeon, a beggar born 

Bubble-Buff, BaililF Collar the Cole, Lay hold on the 

Bube, Pox money 
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Cull, a silly fellow 
Dads, an old man 
Darbies, Iron 
Diddle, G-eneva 
Earnest, share 
Elf, little 

Fencer, receiver of stolen goods 

Fib, to beat 

Fog, smoke 

Gage, Exciseman 

Gilt, a Picklock 

Grub, Provender 

Hie, booby 

Hog, a shilling 

Hum, strong 

Jem, King 

Jet, Lawyer 

Kick, Sixpence 

Kin, a thief 

Kit, Dancing-master 

Lap, Spoon-meat 

Latch, let in 

Leake, Welshman 

Leap, all safe 

Mauks, a whore 

Mil], to beat 

Mish, a smock 

Mundungus, sad stuff 

Kan, a maid of the house 

Nap, an arrest 


Nimming, stealing 
Oss Chives, Bone-handled knives 
Otter, a sailor 
Peter, Portraantua 
Plant the Whids, take care what 
you say 
Popps, Pistols 
Kubbs, hard shifts 
Kumbo Ken, Pawn-brokers 
Kum Mort, fine Woman 
Smable, taken 
Smeer, a painter 
Snafflers, Highwaymen 
Snic, to cut 
Tattle, watch 
Tic, trust 
Tip, give 
Tit, a horse 
Tom Pat, a parson 
Tout, take heed 
Tripe, the belly 
Web, cloth 
Wobble, to boil 
Yam, to eat 
Yelp, a crier 
Yest, a day ago 
Zad, crooked 
Znees, Frost 

Zouch, an nngenteel man 
<S:c., a Bookseller 


“ The King of the Night, as the Constables please to term themselves, 
should he a little more active in their employment ; hut all their busi- 
ness is to get to a watch house and guzxle, till their time of going home 
comes.” (p. 60.) 

“ A small bell to Window Shutters would be of admirable use to pre- 
vent Housebreakers.” (p. 70.) 


4. A true discovery of the Conduct of Receivers and Thief •TaherSy in 
and about the City of London^ &c., &c. London^ 1718. 

This pamphlet is design’d as preparatory to a larger Treatise, 
wherein shall be propos’d Methods to extirpate and suppress for the 
future such villanous Practices.” It is by Charles Hitchin, one of 
the Marshals of the City of London.” 

I now take leave of Harman, with a warm commendation of him 
to the reader. 
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The third piece in the present volume is a larky Sermon in 
praise of Thieves and Thievery, the title of which (p. 93, below) 
hajDpened to catch my eye when I was turning over the Cotton 
Catalogue, and which was printed here, as well from its suit- 
ing the subject, as from a pleasant recollection of a gallop some 30 
years ago in a four-horse coach across Harford-Eridge-Tlat, where 
Parson Haben (or Hyberdyne), who is said to have preached the 
Sermon, was no doubt robbed. IVIy respected friend Goody-goody 
declares the sermon to be ^ dreadfully irreverent ; ’ but one needn’t 
mind him. An earher copy than the Cotton one turned up among 
the Lansdowne MSS, and as it differed a good deal from the Cotton 
text, it has been printed opposite to that. 

Of the fourth piece in this little volume, The Grounchoorlze of 
Conny-catoliing, less its reprint from Harman, I have spoken above, 
at p. xiv. There was no good in printing the whole of it, as we 
should then have had Harman ’twice over. 


The growth of the present Text was on this wise : Mr Yiles 
suggested a reprint of Stace’s reprint of Harman in 1573, after it had 
been read with the original, and collated with the earlier editions. 
The first edition I could not find, but ascertained, with some trouble, 
and through Mr H. C. Hazlitt, where the second and third editions 
were, and borrowed the 3rd of its ever-generous owner, Mr Ileniy 
Huth. Then Mr Hazlitt told me of Awdeley, which he thought was 
borrowed from Harman. However, Harman’s own words soon 
settled that point j and Awdeley had to precede Harman. Then 
the real bagger from Harman, the Groundioorlzoy had to be added, 
after the Parson’s Sermon. Mr Yiles read the proofs and revises 
of Harman with the original : Mr Wood and I have made the Index ; 
and I, because Mr Yiles is more desperately busy than myself, bave 
written the Preface. 

The extracts from Mr J. P. Collier must be taken for what they 
are worth. I have not had time to verify them 3 but assume them to 
be correct, and not ingeniously or unreasonably altered from thedr 
originals, like Mr .Collier’s print of Ilenslowe’s Memorial, of which 
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Dr Ingleby complains,^ and like liis notorious Alleyn letter. If some 
one only would follow Mr Collier througli all bis work — ^pending Ms 
hoped-for Retractations, — and assure us that the two pieces above- 
named, and the Perkins Polio, are the only things we need reject, 
such some-one would render a great service to all literary anti- 
quarians, and enable them to do justice to the wonderful diligence, 
knowledge, and acumen, of the veteran pioneer in their path. Cer- 
tainly, in most of the small finds which we workers at tMs Text 
thought we had made, we afterwards found we had been anticipated 
by Mr Collier’s Registers of the Stationerd Company, or Bihlio- 
graphical Catalogue^ and that the facts ^vere there rightly stated. 

' To obviate the possibility of mistake in the lection of this curious docu- 
ment, Mr E. W. Ashbee has, at my request, and by permission of the Governors 
of Dulwich College (where the paper is preserved), furnished me with an exact 
fac-simile of it, worked off on somewhat similar paper. By means of this fac- 
simile my readers may readily assure themselves that in no part of the me- 
morial is Lodge called a “ player ; ” indeed he is not called “ Thos. Lodge,’* 
and it is only an inference, an unavoidable conclusion, that the Lodge here 
spoken of is Thomas Lodge, the dramatist. Mr Collier, however, professes to 
find that he is there called Thos. Lodge,” and that it [the Memorial] contains 
this remarkable grammatical inversion ; 

and haveinge some knowledge and acquaintaunce of him as a jplayer, 
requested me to be his baile,” 

which is evidently intended to mean, as 1 had some Imowleige and aegnaint- 
anee of Lodge as a player^ he reguested me to he his haile. But in this place 
the original paper reads thus, 

‘‘and havinge of me some Imowledge and acquaintaunce requested me 
to he his hayle,” 

meaning, of course, Lodge^ having some hnomledge and aegnaiyitanee of me, 
reguested me to he his hail. 

The interpolation of the five words needed to corroborate Mr Collier’s 
explanation of the misquoted passage from G-osson, and the omission of two 
other words inconsistent with that interpolation, may be thought to exhibit 
some little ingenuity ; it was, however, a feat which could have cost him no 
great pains. But the labour of recasting the orthography of the memorial 
must have been considerable ; while it is difficult to imagine a rational motive 
to account for such labour being incurred. To expand the abbreviations and 
modernize the orthography might have been expedient, as it would have been 
easy. But, in the name of reason, what is the gain of writing wheare and 
theare for “where” and there;” cleere, yeeld, and meerly for “clere,” 
“ yealde,” and “ merely ; ” rerle, anie, laie, waie, jpaie, yssue, and pryvily, for 
“ very,” “any,” “lay,” “way,” “pay,” “issue,” and “privylie; ” sondrie, hegon, 
and doen for “ sundrie,” “began,” and “don;” and thintent, thaction, and 
thae e eptaunoe foT “the intent,” “the action,” and “the acceptaunce”? — ^p. 14 
of Dr C. M. Ingleby’s ^Was Thomas Lodge an Actor / A?i Rxjposition touching 
the Social Status of the Flayroright in the time of Queen Mimheth,^ Printed 
for the Author by E. Barrett and Sons, 13 Mark Lane, 1868. 2s, Qd, 
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That there is pure metal in Mr Collier’s work, and a good deal 
of it, few will doubt; but the dross needs rehning out. I hope 
that the first step in the process may be the printing of the whole 
of the Stationers’ E,egisters from their start to 1700 at least, by the 
Camden Society, — within whose range this work well lies, — or by 
the new Harleian or some other Society. It ought not to be left 
to the ‘Early English Text ’ to do some 20 years hence. 

F. J. FurniVxILl. 

29 Nov., 1869. 


P.S. For a curious Ballad describing beggars^ tricks in the 17th century, 
say about 1650, see the Roxburghe Collection, i. 42-3, and the Ballad Society’s 
reprint, now in the press for 1860, i. 137-41, ‘ The cunning Nortlierne Beggar^ : 
1. he shams lame ; 2. he pretends to be a poor soldier; 3. a sailor ; 4. cripple ; 
5. diseased ; 6. festered all over, and face daubed with blood ; 7. blind ; 8. has 
had his house burnt. 


NOTES. 


p. vii. ix, p. 19, 20. Elimheth^ Countess of Bhrewshu't'y^ and her parish. 
The manor of Erith was granted to Elizabeth, Conntess of Shrewsbury, 
by Henry VIII. in the 36th year of his reign, a.d. 1544-5. The Countess 
died in 1567, and was buried in the parish church of Erith. “ The 
manor of Eryth becoming part of the royal revenue, continued in tho 
crown till K. Henry VIII. in his 36th year, granted it in fee to Elizabeth, 
relict of George, Earl of Shrewsbury, by the description of tho ma 7 ior, 
of Eryth^ alias Lysnes^ with all its members and appurla, and also all 
that wood, called Somersden, lying in Eryth, containing 30 acres ; and a 
wood, called Ludwood, there, containing 50 acres ; and a wood, called 
Fridayes-hole, by estimation, 20 acres, to hold of tho King in caplte by 
knight’s service.^ She was the second wife of George, Earl of Shrews- 


* Hot. Esch. ejus an, pt. 6. 
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bmy, Knight of the Garter,^ who died July 26, anno 33 K. Henry VIII., ^ 
by whom she had issue one son, John, who died young; and Anne, 
married to Peter Compton, son and heir of Sir Wm. Compton, Knt., who 
died in the 35th year of K. Henry VIII., under age, as will be mentioned 
hereafter. Elizabeth, Countess of Shrewsbury, in Easter Term, in the 
4th year of Q. Elizabeth, levied. a fine of this manor, with the passage 
over the Thames ; and dying in the tenth year of that reign, anno 1567,® 
lies buried under a sumptuous tomb, in this chuz*ch. Before her death 
this manor, &c., seem to have been settled on her only daughter Anne, 
then wife of Wm. Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, and widow of Peter 
Compton, as before related, who was in possession of it, with the passage 
over the Thames, anno 9 Q. Elizabeth.” — ^Hasted’s History of Ken% vol. 
i. p. 196. 

p. ix. In Lambarde’s Perambulation of Kent (edit. 1826), p. 66, he 
mentions “ Thomas Harman ” as being one of the “ Kentish writers/’ 
Lambarde, in the same volume, p. 60, also mentions “ Abacuk Har- 
man” as being the name of one “ of suche of the nobilitie and gentrie, 
as the Heralds recorded in their visitation in 1574.” 

There is nothing about Harman in Mr Sandys’s book on Gavelkind, 
&c., Consuetudines Cantim. To future inquii’ers perhaps the following 
book may be of use : 

“ Bibliotheca Cantiana : A Bibliographical Account of what has been 
published on the History, Topography, Antiquities, Customs, and Family 
’History of the County of Kent.” By John Bussell Smith. 

p. 1, 12. The .xocfo. Orders of Knaiies. — Mr Collier gives an entry in 
the Stationers’ Eegisters in 1585-6 : “ Edward White. Ed. of him, for 
printinge xxij^^ ballades at iiij*^ a peece — vij® iiij^, and xiiij. more at 

ij*^ a peece ij® iiij^ ix® viy*^ ” And Ko. 23 is “ The 

xxv^^*^ orders of knaves.” — Stat Reg. ii. 207. 

p. 22. The last Duhe of Buchingham %oas beheaded, — Edward Stafford, 
third Duke of Buckingham, one of Henry VIII’s and Wolsey’s victims, 
was beheaded on Tower Hill, May 17, 1521, for ‘^imagining ’ the king’s 
death. (‘The murnynge of Edward Duke of Buckyngham’ was one of 
certain ‘ ballettes ’ licensed to Mr John Wallye and Mrs Toye in 1557-8, 
says Mr J. P. Collier, Stat. Reg. i. 4.) His father (Henry Stafford) be- 
fore him suffered the same fate in 1483, having been betrayed by his 
servant Bannister after his unsuccessful rising in Brecon. — Percy Polio 
Ballads^ ii. 253. 

* This lady was one of the daughters and co-heirs of Sir Bichard Walden, 
of this parish, Knt., and the Lady Margaret his wife, who both lie buried in 
this church [of Erith]. He was, as I take it, made Knight of the Bath in the 
17th year of K. Henry TIL, his estate being then certified to he 40?. per 
annum, being the son of Bichard Walden, esq. Sir Richard and Elizabeth his 
wife both lie buried here. MSS. Bering. 

^ Dugd. Bar. vol. i. p, 332. 

® Harman’s dedication of his book to her was no doubt written in 1566, 
and his 2nd edition, in both states, published before the Countess’s death. 
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p. 23. JEgiptians, The Statute 22 Hen. VIII. c. 10 is Aii Acte con- 
cernyny Egypsijans. After enumerating the frauds committed by the 
“ outlandysslie people callynge themselfes Egyptians,’^ the first section 
provides that they shall be punished by Imprisonment and loss of goods, 
and be deprived of the benefit of 8 Hen. VI. o. 29. “ de medietate 
linguse.” The second section is a proclamation for the departure from 
the realm of all such Egyptians. The third provides that stolen goods 
shall be restored to their owners ; and the fourth, that one moiety of the 
goods seized from the Egyptians shall be given to the seizer, 

p. 48, 1. 5. T/ie Lord Sturtons man / and when he loas executed. Charles 
Stourton, 7th Baron, 1548 — 1557 : — “ Which Charles, with the help of 
four of his own servants in his own house, committed a shameful 
murther upon one Hargill, and his son, with whom he had been long at 
variance, and buried their Carcasses 50 foot deep in the earth, thinking 
thereby to prevent the discovery ; but it coming afterwards to light, he 
had sentence of death passed upon him, which he suffer’d at Salisbury, 
the 6th of March, Anno 1557, 4 Phil. & Mary, by an Halter of Silk, in 
respect of his quality.” — The Peerage of England^ vol. ii. p. 24 (Lond,, 
1710). 

p. 77. Saint Quinten's. Saint Quinten was invoked against coughs, 
says Brand, ed. Ellis, 1841, i. 196. 

p. 77. The Three Cranes m the Yintry, “ Then the Throe Cranes’ 
lane, so called, not only of a sign of three cranes at a tavern door^ hut 
rather of three strong cranes of timber placed on the Vintry wharf by 
the Thames side, to crane up wines there, as is afore showed. This 
lane was of old time, to wit, the 9th of Kichard IL, called The Painted 
Tavern lane, of the tavern being painted.” — Stow’s Survey of London^ 
ed. by Thoms, p. 90. 

“The Three Cranes was fonnerly a favourite London sign. With 
the usual jocularity of our forefathers, an opportunity for punning could 
not he passed ; so, instead of the three cranes, which in the vintry used 
to lift the barrels of wine, three birds were represented. Tlio Three Cranes 
in Thames Street, or in the vicinity, was a famous tavern as early as the 
reign of James I. It was one of the taverns frequented by the wits in 
Ben Jonson’s time. In one of his plays he says : — 

‘ A pox o’ these pretenders! to wit, your Three Cranes, Mitre and Mer- 
maid men ! not a corn of true salt, not a grain of right mustard among 
them all I ’ — Bartholomew Fair, act i. sc. 1, 

“ On the 23rd of January, 166^ Pepys suffered a strong mortification 
of the flesh in having to dine at this tavern with some poor relations. 
The sufferings of the snobbish secretary must have been intense : — 

* By invitation to my uncle Fenner’s, and whore I found his new 
wife, a pitiful, old, ugly, ill-bred woman in a hatt, a mid-wife. Hero 
were many of his, and as many of her, relations, sori'y^mean peoide ^ atid 
after choosing our gloves, we all went over to the Three Cranes Tavern a ; 
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and though the best room of the house, in such a narrow dogghole we 
were crammed, and I believe we were near 40, that it made me loath mj 
company and victuals, and a very poor dinner it was too.’ 

“ Opposite this tavern people generally left their boats to shoot the 
bridge, walking round to Billingsgate, where they would reenter them.” 
— Hotten’s Mistory of Sijnboards^ p, 204. 

p. 77. Saynt lulyans in, Thystellworth parish, ‘ Thistleworth, see 
Isleworth/ says Walker’s G-azetteer, ed. 1801. That there might well 
have been a St Julyan’s Inn there we learn from the following extract : 

“ St. Julian, the patron of travellers, wandering minstrels, boatmen,^ 
&c., was a very common inn sign, because he was supposed to provide 
good lodgings for such persons. Hence two St Julian’s crosses, in 
saltier, are in chief of the innholders’ arms, and the old motto was : — 

‘ When I was harbonrless, ye lodged me.’ This benevolent attention to 
travellers procured him the epithet of ^ the good herbergeor,’ and in 
France ‘ hon TierheV His legend in a MS., Bodleian, 1596, fob 4, alludes 
to this : — 

‘ Therfore yet to this day, thei that over lond wende, 

They biddeth Seint Julian, anon, that gode herhorw he hem sende ; 

And Seint Julianes Pater Noster ofte seggeth also 

Tor Ms fader s soule, and his moderes, that he hem bring therto.’ 

And in ‘ Le dlt des lELeurmXy an old French fabliau : — 

^ Tu as dit la patenotre 
Saint Julian a cest matin, 

Soit en Eoumans, soit en Latin ; 

Or tu seras bien ostile.’ 

In mediaeval French, L^lwtel Saint Julian was synonymous with good 
cheer. 

< Sommes tuit vostre. 

Par Saint Pierre le bon Apostre, 

L’ostel aurez Saint Julien,' 

says Mabile to her feigned uncle in the fabliau of ' Boivin da Brovins y ’ 
and a similar idea appears in ‘ Cocke Lorell’s bote,’ where the crew, after 
the entertainment with the ^ relygyous women ’ from the Stews’ Bank, 
at Coiman’s Hatch, 

^ Blessyd theyr shyppe when they had done, 

And dranke about a Saint Jidyan'^s tonne.’ 

Hotten’s History of Slgnboardsf p. 283. 

“ Isleworth in Queen Elizabeth’s time was commonly in conversation, 

^ Of pilgrims, and of whoremongers, say Brand and Sir H. Ellis (referring 
to the Hist, des Troubadours, tom. i. p. 11,) in JBranJs Antiquities, ed. 1841, 
i. 202. Chaucer makes him the patron of hospitality, saying of the Frank- 
eleyn, in the Prologue to the Canterbu7’y Tales, “ Seynt lulian he was in his 
centre.” Kr Hazlitt, in his new edition of Brand, i. 303, notes that as early 
as the Ancren Hmle, ab. 1220 A.D., we have ^ Surely they (the pilgrims) find 
St, Julian’s inn, which wayfaring men diligently seek.’ 
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and sometimes in records, called Thistlewortli.” — Lysons’ Envirom of 
London^ vol. iii. p. 79. 

p. 77. Rothered: ? Hotherliitlie. 

p. 77. TJie Kynges Bame, betwene Detforde and Bothered, can hardly 
be the great hall of Eltham palace. Lysons (^Environs of London^ iv. p. 
399) in 1796, says the hall was then used as a barn ; and in vol. vi. of 
the Archmologia^ p. 367, it is called “ King John’s Barn.” 

p. 77. KetbroTce. Kidbrooke is marked in large letters on the east 
of Blackheath on the mordern Ordnance-map ; and on the road from 
Blackheath to Eltham are the villages or hamlets of Upper Kidbrooke 
and Lower Kidbrooke. 

“ Kedbrooke lies adjoining to Charlton, on the south side of the 
London Boad, a small distance from Blackheath. It was antiently 
written Cicebroc, and was once a parish of itself, though now (1778 a.d.) 
it is esteemed as an appendage to that of Charlton.” — Hasted’s History 
of Kentj vol. i. p. 40. 

p. 100. Sturbridge Fair, Stourbridge, or Sturbich, the name of a 
common field, extending between Chesterton and Cambridge, near the 
little brook Sture, for about half a mile square, is noted for its fair, which 
is kept annually on September 19th, and continues a foi'tnight. It is 
surpassed by few fairs in Great Britain, or even in Europe, for traffic, 
though of late it is much lessened. The booths are placed in rows like 
streets, by the name[s] of which they are called, as Cbeapside, <&c., and 
are filled with all sorts of trades. The Duddery, an area of 80 or 100 
yards square, resembles Blackwell Hall. Large commissions are ne- 
gotiated here for all parts of England in c7ieese^ woolen goods, wool, 
leather, hops, upholsterers’ and ironmongers’ ware, &c. &c. Soinetinios 
50 hackney coaches from London, ply morning and night, to and from 
Cambridge, as well as all the towns round, and the very barns and 
stables are turned into inns for the accommodation of the poorer people. 
After the wholesale business is over, the country gentry generally Hock 
in, laying out their money in stage-plays, taverns, music-houses, toys, 
puppet-shows, &c., and the whole concludes with a day for the sale of 
horses. This fair is under the jurisdiction of the University of Cam- 
bridge. — Walheds Gazetteer^ ed. 1801. See Index to Brand’s Antiquities, 
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Praternitye of Vacabondes. 

As wel of ruflyng Vacalbondes, as of beggerly, of 
women as of men, of Gyrles as of Boyes, 

■with. 

their proper names and qualities. 

With a description of the crafty company of 

(Cousoners attb 

^ Wherunto also is adioyiied 

iljt yjik 0f Snauts, 

otherAvyse called 

a <auaiterTi of Itnaucs, 

Confirmed for euer hy Coclce Lorell, 

( * ) 

IT The Vprightman speaketh. 

IT Oar Brotherhood^ of Yacahondes, 

If you would know where dwell : 

In graues end Barge which syldome standes, 

The talke wyll shew ryght well. 

IF Cocke Lorell annswereth. 

IT Some orders of my Knaues also 
In that Barge shall ye fynde : 

For no where shall ye walke 1 trow. 

But ye shall see their kynde. 


IT Imprinted at London by lohn Awdeley, dwellyng in little 
Britayne streete without Aldersgate. 

1575 , 

* OHg, Brotkethood, 

1 





[leaf lb.] The Printer to the Reader. 


rpHis 'brotherliood of Vacabondes, 

To shew that there ho such in docdo : 
Eoth lustices and men of Landes, 

"Wyll testifye it if it neede. 

For at a Sessions as they sat, 

By chaunce a Vacabond was got. 

Who promysde if they would him spare, 
And keepe his name from knowledge then : 
He would as straunge a thing declare. 

As euer they knew synce they were men. 

But if my fellowes do know (sayd he) 
That thus I dyd, they would kyll me. 

^ They graunting him this his request. 

He dyd declare as here is road, 

Both names and states of most and least, 

Of this their "Vacabondes brotherhood. 

Which at the request of a worshijjful ma«. 
I haue set it forth as well as I can. 


FIHTS. 



[leaf 2] 


IT The 

of ^atairottirts 

botli rufling and beggeiiy, 

JMm anU toom^a, ISogcs antr ffigrles, 

wytli 

their proper names and qualities. 

"WTiereunto are aclioyned 

tlje compang of Coitsoners anh ^Ijifters. 

AN ABRAHAM MAN. 

A n* Abraham man is be tbat walketb bare armed, and bare legged, 
and faynetb bym selfe mad, and caryetb a packe of 'wool, or a 
stycke -witb baken on it, or sucb lyke toy, and nametb bimselfe poore 
Tom. 

V A RUFFELEB. 

A Enffeler goetb wytli a weaj)on to seeke seruice, saying be batb 
bene a Seruitor in tbe wars, and beggetb for bis reliefe. Bnt bis 
cbiefest trade is to xobbe poore wayfaring men and market women. 

^ A PRYGMAN, 

A Prygman goetb witb a stycke in bys band like an idle person. 
His propertye is to steale cloatbes of tbe hedge, wbicb tbey call 
storing of tbe Rogeman : or els filtcb Poultry, carying tbem to tbe 
Alehouse, wbycb tbey call tbe Bowsyng In, & tber syt playing at 
cardes and dice, tyl tbat is spent wbicb they bane so fylcbed. 
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IT A WHIPIACKE. 

A Wliyxjiacke is one, tliat by coulor of a coiinterfaite Lisence 
(wMcb. tbey call a Gybe, and tbe seales tliey cal larckes) dotli vse 
to beg lyke a Maryner, But hys cbiefest trade is to rob Bowtlies in 
a Faire, or to piKer ware fro??i staules, wkicb tliey cal lieauing of tbe 
Bowtb- 

^ A FRATER. 

A Frater goetb wytli a like Lisence to beg for some Spittlelioiise 
or Hospital. Tlieir pray is co? 7 zmonly vpon [leaf 2 h ] pooro women as 
tliey go and come to tbe Markets. 

IT A QUIRE BIRD. 

A Quire bird is one tbat came lately out of prison, & goetb to 
seeke seruice. He is co^?mionly a stealer of Horses, wbiob tbey termo 
a Priggar of Paulfreys. 

IF AN VPRIGHT MAN. 

An Yprigbt man is one tbat goetb wytb tbe trinicbion of a stafTe, 
wbicb stalfe tbey cal a Filtcbma?^. This man is of so niucb autbor- 
ity, tbat meeting witb any of bis profession, be may cal tbem to 
accompt, Ss commaund a share or snap vnto bim solfc, of al tbat tbey 
bane gained by tbeir trade in one monetli. And if bo doo tbem 
wrong, tbey bane no remedy agaynst liym, no tbougli lie beato tliom, 
as be Tsetb co??2monly to do. He may also comnaund any of tbeir 
women, wbicb tbey cal Doxies, to soruo bis tiirne. Ho Iiatb je 
cbiefe place at any market walko, <& otlior assembles, & is not of any 
to be cozztrolecb 

IT A CURTADL. 

A Curtail is mucb like to tbe Vprigbt man, but bys aiitliority is 
not fully so great. He vsetb commonly to go witb a short cloko, 
lilce to grey Friers, & bis woman witb bim in like liiiery, wbiob be 
calletb bis Altbam if she bo bys wyfe, <fe if she be bis harlot, she is 
called bys Doxy. 

IT A PALLIARD. 

A Palliard is lie tbat goetb in a patched cloke, and bys Doxy 
goetb in like apparell. 
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^ AN IRISHE TOYLB, 

An Irislie tojle is lie that carieth Ms ware in lijs wallet^ as laces, 
pins, poyntes, and such like. He vseth to shew no wares Tntill he 
haue Ms almes. And if the good man and wyfe he not in the way, 
he procureth of the ch[i]lldre?^ or sernants a fleece of wool, or the 
worth of xij.d. of some other thing, for a peni worth of Ms wares. 

[leaf 3.] IT A lACK MAN. 

A lackeman is he that can write and reade, and somtime speake 
latin. He vseth to make counterfaite licences wMch they call Gybes, 
and sets to Seales, in them language called larkes. 

^ A SWYGMAN. 

A Swygman goeth with a Pedlers pack. 

^ A WASHMAN. 

A Washman is called a Palliard, hut not of the right making; 
He vseth to lye in the hye way with lame or sore legs or armes to 
heg. These man je right Pilliards wil often times spoile, hut they 
dare not co?7Z.playn. They he bitten with Spickworts, & somtime with 
rats bane. 

IT A TINKARB. 

A Tinkard leaueth Ms bag a sweating at the Alehouse, which 
they terme their Bowsing In, and in the meane season goeth abrode 
a begging. 

If A WYLDE ROGB. 

A wilde Poge is he that hath no abiding place but by Ms coulour 
of going abrode to beg, is commonly to seeke some kinsman of his, 
and all that be of hys corporation be properly called Poges. 

U A KITCHEN CO. 

A Kitchin Co is called an ydle runagate Boy. 

A KITCHEN MORTES. 

A Kitchin Mortes is a Gyrle, she is brought at her full age to the 
Ypiyght man to be broken, and so she is called a Doxy, vntil she 
come to je honor of an Altham. 
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^ DOXIES. 

ISTote especially all wliicli go abroad© working laces and sliirt 
stringes, they name them Doxies. 

IT A PATRTxVRKE CO. 

A Patriarke Co doth make manages, & that is vntill 
death depart the maried folke, which is after this sort : When 
they come to a dead Horse or any dead Cat ell, then they shake hands 
and so depart eiiery one of them a seuerall way 


IT THE COMPANY OP COUSONEES AND SHIFTEES. 

IT A CURTESY MAN. 

A Curtesy man is one that walketh about the back lanes in 
London in the day time, and sometime in the broade stroetcs in the 
night season, and when he meeteth some handsome yong man clonly 
apareled, or some other honest Citizen, he maketh hnnible salnta- 
tio??.s and low curtesy, and shewoth him that he hath a worde or two 
to speake with his mastersMj). This child can Ixihauo him s(dlb 
nianerly, for he wyll desire him that lie talketh withall, to take the 
vpper hand, and shew him much rencrence, and at last like his 
famiher acquaiiitannce will put on his cap, and walko syde by sydo, 
and talke on this fashion : Oh syr, yon soeme to bo a man, and one 
that fanonreth men, and therefore I am the more bolder to breako 
my mind ynto your good maistership. Tims it is syr, thor is a ccr- 
taine of vs (though I say it both taule and handsome men of tln^.yr 
hands) which haue come lately from the wars, and as God knoweth 
hane nothingto take to, being both maisterles and monilcs, & know- 
ing no way wherby to yerne one peny. And further, whor as wo 
haue bene welthely brought vp, and we also haue beciio had in good 
estimatio??., we are a shamed now to declare our misery, and to fall 
a craning as common Beggers, and as for to stcalo and robbo, (God is 
our record) it striketh vs to peaf4] the hart, to thinke of such a 
mischiefe, that euer any handsome man should fall into such a 
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damiger for tliys ^Toiidly trask WMcL. if we had to suffise our 
want and necessity, we should neuer seeke thus shamefastly to crane 
on such good pityfull men as yon seeme to he, neither yet so daunger- 
ously to hasarde our lines for so vyle a thing. Therefore good syr, 
as you seeme to he a handsome man your selfe, and also such a one 
as pitieth the miserable case of handsome men, as now your eyes 
and countenaunce sheweth to haue some pity vppon this my miser- 
ahle complainte : So in Gods cause I require your maistershyp, & in 
the hehalfe of my poore afflicted fellowes, which though here in sight 
they cry not with me to you, yet wheresouer they hee, I am sure 
they cry vnto God to moue the heartes of some good men to shew 
forth their liberality in this hehalfe. All which & I with them crane 
now the same request at your good masterships hand. With these or 
such like words he frameth his talke. Now if the party (which he 
thus talketh withall) profereth hym a peny or .ii.d. he taketh it, hut 
verye scornfully, and at last sjDeaketh on this sorte : Well syr, your 
good will is not to he refused. But yet you shall understand (good 
syr) that this is notliing for them, for whom I do thus shamefastly 
entreate, Alas syr, it is not a groate or .xii.d. I speako for, being 
such a company of Seruiters as wee haue bene : yet neuertheles God 
forbid I should not receiue your ge? 2 tle offer at this time, hoping 
hereafter through your good motions to some such lyke good gentle- 
man as you he, that I, or some of my fellowes in my place, shall 
finde the more hherality. These kind of ydle Vacahondes wyU go 
commonly well appareled, without [leaf 4 6.] any weapon, and in 
place where they meete together, as at their hosteryes or other places, 
they wyll heare the port of ryght good gentlemen, & some are the 
more trusted, hut co??zmonly thei pay them w^'t/t stealing a paire of 
sheetes, or Couerlet, & so take their farewell earely in the morning, 
before the mayster or dame be sturring. 

IT A CHEATOUR OR EINGERBR. 

These commonly be such kinde of idle Yaeabondes as scarcely a 
man shall discerne, they go so gorgeously, sometime with waiting 
men, and sometime without. Their trade is to walke in such places, 
where as gentelmen & other worshipfull Citizens do xesorte, as at 
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Ponies, or at Christes Hospital, So somtime at je Eoyal excliannge. 
These haue very many acqiiaintannces, yea, and for the most part will 
acquaint them selues with enery man, and fayne a society, in one 
place or other. But chiefly they wil seeke their acqnaintanncc of 
such (which they haue learned hy diligent enquiring where they re- 
sort) as haue receyued some porcioun of money of their friends, as 
yong Gentlemen which are sent to London to study the lawes, or els 
some yong Marchant man or other kynde of Occupier, whose friendes 
hath geuen them a stock of mony ^ to occupy withalL When they 
haue thus found out such a pray, they will find the meanes by theyr 
familiarity, as very curteously to bid him to breakefast at one place 
or other, where they are best acquainted, and closely amonge them- 
selues wil appoint one of their Praternily, which they call a Pyii- 
gerer, an olde beaten childe, not onely in such deceites, but also such 
a one as by his age is painted out %vith gray heares, wrinkled face, 
crooked back, and most commonly lame, as it might seemo with age, 
[leafs] yea and such a one as to shew a simplicity, shal wearo a 
homely cloke and hat scarce worth .vi. d. This nimble flngred 
knight (being appointed to this place) co^^meth in as one not 
Imowen of these Cheatours, but as vnwares shal sit down at the end 
of the bord where they syt, So call for his pony pot of wine, or a 
pinte of Ale, as the place serueth. Thus sitting as it wore alone, 
mumblyng on a crust, or some such thing, these other yonckers wil 
finde some kind of mery talke with him, some times questioning 
wher he dwelleth, So sometimes enquiring what trade ho vseth, which 
commonly he teReth them he vseth husbandry : So talking thus 
merely, at last they asko him, how sayest thou, Father, wylt thou play 
for thy breakfast with one of vs, that we may haue some pastime as 
we syt ? Thys olde Karle makyng it straunge at the first saith : M y 
maysters, ich am an old man, and halfe hlinde, and can skyl of very 
few games, yet for that you seeme to he such good Gentclmen, as to 
prefer to play for that of wliich you had no part, but onoly I my 
selfe, and therefore of right ich am worthy to pay for it, I shal with 
al my hart fulfyl your request. And so faUcth to play, somtime at 
Gardes, So sometime at dice. Which through his eouT^terfait simplicity 

* Orig. monj 
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in the play somtimes oner coimtetk himself, or playeth somtimes 
against Ms wyl, so as he would not, then counterfaiteth to be 
angry, and falleth to swearing, <fe so leesing that, profereth to play for 
a shillyng or two. The other therat haning good sport, seming to 
mocke him, falleth againe to play, and so by their legerdemane, & 
comiterfaiting, winneth ech of them a shilling or twain, & at last 
wMspereth the yong man in the eare to play with hym also, that 
ech one might hane a fling at him. peafsA] TMs yong msin for 
company falleth againe to play also with the sayd Fyngerer, and win- 
neth as the other did which when he had loste a noble or .vi. s. 
maketh as though he had lost al Ms mony, and falleth a intreating 
for parte thereof againe to bring him home, wMch the other know- 
ing Ms mind and intent, stoutely demeth and iesteth, & scofleth at 
him, TMs Fingerer seeming then to be in a rage, desireth the??^ as 
they are true gentlemen, to tarry till he fetchethmore store of money, 
or els to point some place where they may meete. They seeming 
greedy hereof, promiseth faithfully and clappeth handes so to meete. 
They thus ticklyng the young man in the eare, willeth Mm to make 
as much money as he can, and they wH make as much as they can, 
and co?^sent as though they wlL play booty against Mm. But in the 
ende they so vse the matter, that both the young man leeseth Ms 
part, and, as it seemeth to Mm, they leesing theirs also, and so maketh 
as though they would fal together by the eares with tMs flngerer, 
which hy one wyle or other at last conueyeth Mm selfe away, <fc they 
as it were raging lyke mad bedlams, one runneth one way, an other an 
other way, leaning the loser indeede all alone. Thus these Cheatours 
at their accustomed hosteries meete closely together, and there re- 
ceiue ech one Ms part of this their vile spoyle. Of tMs fraternity 
there be that be called helpers, which commonly haunt tauernes or 
alehouses, and co?;^meth in as men not acquainted with none in the 
companye, but spying them at any game, wil byd them God spede 
and God be at their game, and will so place him selfe that he will 
shew Ms fellow by sygnes and tokens, without speech commonly, hut 
sometime with far fetched peafe] wordes, what cardes he hath in 
Ms hand, and how he may play against Mm. And those betwene 
them both getteth money out of the others purse. 
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IT A uma FAELEB. 

A Byng faller is lie iliat getteth. fayre copper rings, some made like 
signets, & some after otlier fasMo?^s, very faire gylded, <Ss walketli vp 
and down the streetes, til he spieth some man of the country, or 
some other simple body whom he thinketh he may deceano, and so 
goeth a lyttle before him or them, and letteth fall one of these 
rin<yes, w'hich when the party that comnietli after spieth and takoth 
it vp, he hauing an eye backward, crieth halfe part, the party that 
taketh it vp, thinking it to be of great value, proferoth him some 
money for his part, which he not fully denietli, but willotli him to 
come into some alehouse or tauerne, and there they will common 
vpon the matter. lYhich when they come in, and are sot in some 
solitary place (as commonly they call for such a place) there ho dcsir- 
eth the party that found the ring to shew it him. When he sooth 
it, he falleth a entreating the party that found it, and desiroth him 
to take money for his part, and telleth him that if euer ho may do 
him any frendship hereafter lie slial commaund him, for he niakoth 
as though he were very desirous to haue it. The symple man seeing 
him so importime vpon it, thinketh the ring to bee of great valuro, 
and so is the more lother to part from it. At last this ring Tailor 
asketh him what he will geue him for his part, for, saith ho, seeing 
you wyl not let me hane the ring, alowe me my part, and take you 
the ring. The other asketh what he counteth the ring to bo worth, 
he answereth, v, or vi. pound. hTo, saith he, it is not so niur;h 
worth, [leaf 6 b.] 'Well (saith this Bingfaller) let mo hauo it, and I 
wyE alow yon .xl, s. for yonr part. The other party standyng in a 
doubt, and looking on the ryng, asketh if ho wyll geue the money 
out of hand. The other ans-wereth, he hath not so much ready 
mony about him, but he wil go fetch so much for him, if ho wil go 
with him. The other that found the ring, thinking he meanoth truly, 
beginneth to profer him ,xx. s, for his part, sometymes more, or los, 
which he verye scornfullye refuseth at the first, and styl ontroateth 
that he might hane the ring, which maketh the other more fonder of 
it, and desireth him to take the money for his part, & so proforoth 
him money. This ring faller seing y® mony, maketh it very strauwgo, 
and first questioneth with him whor he dwelleth, and asketh him 
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what is his name, & telieth him that he semeth to he an honest 
man, and therfore he wil do somwhat for friendships sake, hoping to 
hane as friendly a pleasure at his hand hereafter, and so profereth 
hym for .x. s. more he should hane the ryng. At last, with entreatye 
on both partes, he geueth the Eing fuller the money, and so depart- 
eth, thinkyng he hath gotten a very great lewell. These kynde of 
deceyuing Vacabondes hane other practises with their rings, as som- 
times to come to buy wares of mens Prentesies, and somtimes of their 
Maisters, and when he hath agreed of the price, he sayth he hath not 
so much money about him., but puUeth of one of these rings of from 
his fyngers, and profereth to leaue it in pawne, tyl his Maister or 
his friendes hath sene it, so promising to bring the money, the seller 
thinking he meaneth truly, letteth him go, and neuer seeth him after, 
tyll perhaps at Tyburne or at such lyke place. Ther is another kinde 
of [leaf 73 these Ping choppers, which co777monly cary about them a 
faire gold ring in deede, and these haue other counterfait rings made 
so lyke this gold ring, as ye shal not perceiue the contrary, tyl it be 
brought to y® touchstone. This child wyl come to borow mony of 
the right gold ring, the party mistrusting the Ping not to be good, 
goeth to the G-oldsmith with the partye that hath the ryng, and 
tryeth it whether it be good golde, and also wayeth it to know how 
much it is worth The Goldsmith tryeth it to be good gold, and also 
to haue hys ful weight like gold, and warenteth the party which shall 
lend the money that the ring is worth so much money according to 
the waight, this yoncker comming home with the party which shall 
lend the money, and haning the gold ring againe, pntteth vp the 
gold ring, and puUeth out a counterfaite ring very like the same, & 
so deliiiereth it to the party which lendeth the money, they thinking 
it to he the same which they tryed, and so deliuereth the money or 
sometimes wares^ and thus vily he deceined. 
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IT THE 

.XXV. ©rljjrs of ftwauos. 


otherwise called 

a quarterns of I^uaues, 


confirmed for euer hy Ooclce Lor ell. 


1 TBOLL AND TBOLL BY. 

rpEoll and Trol bj, is lie that setteth, nangkt by no man, nor 
-^no man by him. This is he that would boare rule in a xdacc, 
and hath none authority nor thanke, & at last is thrust out of the 
doore like a knaue* 


2 TROLL WITH. 

Troll with is he tha\> no man shall know the seruaunt from y” 
Maister. This knane with his cap on his head cicaf7».3 lyke Cax)on 
hardy, wyll syt downe by his Maister, or els go choeke by checko 
with him in the streete. 

3 TROLL HAZARD OF TBAOE. 

Troll hazard of trace is he that goeth behynde his Maister as far 
as he may see hym. Such knaues commonly vso to buy Sj)ico- 
cakes, Apples, or other trifles, and doo eato them as they go in tho 
streetes lyke yacabond Boyes, 
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4 TROLL HAZARD OF TBITBACE. 

Troll hazard of tritrace, is he that goeth gaping after his Master, 
looking to and fro tyl he haue lost him. This knaue goeth gasyng 
about lyke a foole at euery toy, and then seeketh in euery house 
lyke a Maisterles dog, and -when his Maister nedeth him, he is to 
seeke. 

5 CHAFE LITTER. 

Chafe Litter is he that wjU plucke vp the Lether-hed or Matrice, 
and pysse in the hedstraw, and wyl neuer ryse vncalled. This 
knaue herayeth many tymes in the corners of his Maisters chamber, 
or other places inconuenient, and maketh cleane hys shooes with the 
couerlet or ciirtaines* 


6 OBLOQXJIUM. 

Obloquium is hee that wyll take a tale out of his Maisters mouth 
and tell it him selfe. He of right may be called a malapart knaue* 

7 BINCE PYTCHER. 

Bince Pytcher is he that will drinke out his thrift at the ale or 
wine, and be oft times dronke. This is a licoryce knaue that will 
swill his Maisters drink, and brybe his meate that is kept for him. 

8 JEFFREY GODS FO. 

J effery Gods Fo is he, that wil sweare & maintaine [leaf sj othes. 
This is such a lying knaue that none wil beleue him, for the more he 
sweareth, je les he is to be beleued. 

9 NICHOL HARTLES. 

Hichol Hartles is he, that when he should do ought for his 
Maister hys hart faileth him. This is a Trewand Imaue that faineth 
himselfe sicke when he should woorke. 

10 SIMOH SOONE AGOH. 

Simon so one agon is he, that when his Mayster hath any thing 
to do, he wil hide Mm out of the way. TMs is a loytring knaue that 
wil Mde Mm in a corner and sleepe or els run away. 
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11 GRENE WIXCHARD. 

Greene Winchard is lie, tliat when liis lioso is broken and bange 
out at Ms shoes, he will put them into his shooes againe with a 
stick, but he wyll not amend them. This is a slouthfull knaue, 
that had leaner go lyke a begger then cleanly. 

12 PROCTOUR. 

Proctour is he, that will tary long, and bring a lye, when his 
Maister sendeth him on his errand. This is a stibber gibber Knauc, 
that doth fayne tales. 

13 COMMITOUR OP TIDINQES. 

Conmhtonr of Tidings is he, that is ready to bring his IMaisicr 
ISTouels and tidinges, whether they be true or false. This is a tahi 
bearer Imaue, that wyll report words spoken in his Maistors presence. 

14 GYLE HATHER 

Gyle Hather is he, that wyll stand by his Maister when ho is at 
dinner, and byd him beware that he eate no raw nieate, because ho 
would eate it himselfe. This is a pickthanko knauo, that would make 
his Maister Deaf s h ] beleue that the Cowo is woode, 

15 BAWDE rniSlOICE. 

Bawde PMsicke, is he that is a Cocke, when his Maystors meaio 
is enyll dressed, and he challenging him therefore, he wyl say ho wyll 
eate the rawest morsel thereof him selfo. This is a sausyo knauo, 
that wyl contrary his Mayster alway. 

16 MODNCH PRBSEOT. 

Moimch present is he that is a great gentleman, for when Ids 
Mayster sendeth Mm with a present, he wil take a tast therool* by 
the waye. This is a bold knaue, that somotyme will eate the best 
and leaue the worst for Ms Mayster. 
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17 COLE PROPHET. 

Cole Prophet is that when his Maister sencleth him. on his 
errand, he wyl tel his answer therof to his Maister or he depart 
from hym. This tittinell knane commonly maketh the worst of the 
hest hetwene hys Maister and his friende. 

18 CORY PAUELL. 

Cory fauell is he, that wyl lye in his hed, and coiy the hed hordes 
in which hee lyeth in steede of his horse. This slonthfull knane wyll 
hnskill and scratch when he is called in the morning, for any hast. 

19 DYHO THRIFT. 

Dyng thrift is he, that wil make his Maisters horse eate pies and 
ryhs of heefe, and drinke ale and wyne. Snch false knanes oft 
tymes, wil sell their Maisters meate to their owne profit. 

20 ESEN DROPPERS. 

Esen Droppers hene they, that stand vnder mens wales or win- 
do wes, or in any other place, to heare the [leafo] secretes of a 
mans house. These misdeming knanes wyl stand in corners to heare 
if they he euill spoken of, or waits a shrewd turne. 

21 CHOPLOGYKB. 

Choplogyke, is he that when his mayster rehnketh him of hys 
fault he wyll gene hym .xx. wordes for one, els hyd the deuils Pater 
noster in silence. This proude prating Imaue wyll maintaine his 
naughtines when he is rebuked for them. 

22 VNTHRIFTE. 

Ynthrift, is he that wil not put his wearing clothes to washing, 
nor black his owne shoes, nor amend his his (sic) own wearing 
clothes. This rechles knane wyl alway he lousy : and say that hee 
hath no more shift of clothes, and slaunder his Maister. 

23 VKOBAOIOUS. 

"Vugracious, is he that by his own w'ill, will heare no manor of 
seruice, without he be compelled therunto by his rulers. This Knane 
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wil sit at the alehouse drinhing or playing at dice, or at other games 
at seruice tjme. 

24 KUNQUAM. 

hlunq^uam, is he that when his Maister sendeth him on his errand 
he wil not come againe of an hour or two where he might haue 
done it in half© an houre or lesse. This Imaue will go about his 
owne errand or pastime and saith he cannot speede at the first. 

25 INGBATUS, 

Ingratus, is he that when one doth all that he can for him, he will 
scant gene him a good report for his labour. This knaue is so in-* 
grate or vnkmd, that he considreth not his frend from his fo^ & wil 
requit euil for good & being put most in trust, wil sonest deceiue his 
maister. 


[leaf 9z>.] Imprinted at London by 

lohn Awdely dwelling 
in little Britain© streete 
without Aldersgato. 

(• ••) 


•"Original in Bodleian Library, 4*^, R, 21. Art. Sold.] 
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^ Vetoed, examhied, and allowed, according vnto the 
Queenes Maiestyes Invimctions. 
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LTlie Bodley edition of 1667 omits 'or Warening* in lino 1, and 'Anno 3>ommi. 1567/ at 
foot ; and substitutes ‘Newiy Augmented and Imprinted' for 'Augmented , , . here of', 
line 6.] 
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[leaf 2] 

IT To tlie ryglit honorable and niy singular good Lady, Elizabeth 
Conntes of Shrewsbury, Thomas Harman wisheth all ioye and 
perflte felicitie, here and in the woiide to come. 

A S of Anncient and longe tyme there hath bene, and is now at 
this present, many good, godly, profitable lawes and actes 
made and setforthe in this most noble and floryshynge realme, 
for the reliefe, succour, comforte, and sustentacion of the 
poore, nedy, impotent, and myserable creatures beinge and 
inhabiting in all parts of the same ; So is there (ryghte hon- 
orable and myne especyall good Lady) most holsom estatutes, ordi- 
nances, and necessary lawes, made, setforth, and piiblisshed, for the 
extreme punishement of all yagarantes and sturdy yacabons, as pass- 
eth throughe and by all parts of this famous yle, most idelly and 
wyckedly : and I wel, by good experience, vnderstandinge and con- 
sideringe yo.ur most tender, pytyfuU, gentle, and noble nature, — not 
onelye hauinge a vygelant and mercifull eye to your poore, indygente, 
and feable parishnores ; yea, not onely in the parishe where your 
honour moste happely doth dwell, but also in others inuyroninge or 
nigbe adioyning to the same; As also aboundantly powringe out dayely 
your ardent and bountifull charytie vppon all such as commeth for re- 
liefe vnto your lucldy gates, — 

I thought it good, necessary, and my bounden diitye, to acq^uaynte 
your goodnes with the abhominable, wycked, and detestable behauor 
of all these rowsey, ragged rabblement of rakehelles, that — ^vnder the 
pretence of great misery, dyseases, and other hmumerable calamites 
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wMclie tliey fayne — thTongli great liipocrisie do wyii and gayne great 
almes in all places wliere tliey wjdy wander, to the vtter deludinge of 
the good geners, deceaninge and impouerishing of all such poore hons- 
holders, hoth siche and sore, as nether can or maye walke abroad for 
xeliefe and comforte (where, in dede, most mercy is to bo shewed). 
And for that I (most honorable Lady), beinge i)laced as a poore gen- 
tleman, hane kej)te a house these twenty yearcs, where vixto poiierty 
dayely hath and doth repayre, not without some reliefe, as my poore 
callinge and habylytie maye and doth extende : I hauc of late yeares 
gathered a great suspition that all should not bo well, and, as the 
prouerbe saythe, ‘‘sume thinge lurke and laye hyd that dyd not 
playnely apeare ; for I, hauinge more occation, throughc sickencs, 
to tary and remayne at home then I haue bene acustomed, do, by my 
there abyding, talke ^and confere dayly with many of those wyly 
waiiderars of both sortes, as well men and wemmen, as boyos and 
gyrles, by whom I haue [leaf 2, bade] gathered and ynderstande their 
dope dissimulation and detestable dealynge, beinge maruelous suttlo 
and craftye in there kynde, for not one amongst twenty wyll discouor, 
eyther declare there scelorous secretes : yet with fayre flaticriiigo 
wordes, money, and good chere, I haue attained to the iyj} by such 
as the meanest of the??^ hath wandred these xiii. yeares, and most 
xvi. and some twenty and vpward,^ and not 'withouto faythfull pro- 
messe made vnto them neuer to discouer their names or any tjiinge 
they shewed me ; for they would all saye, yf the vpright nuai should 
Tuderstand thereof, they should not be only greuouslyo beaten, but 
put in daunger of their lyues, by the sayd vpright men. Theun 
was a fewe yeares since a small breofo sotforth of soino z(di)us 
man to his countrey, of whom I knowo not, that made a lytlo showe 
of there names and vsage, and gauo a glymsinge lyghto, not siilli- 
cient to perswade of their pouisho peltinge and pichingc practyses, 
but well worthy of prayse. But (good madame), with noltisso 
trauell then good wyll, I haue repayred and ryggcd the Shyp of 
knowledge, and haue hoyssed vp the sayles of good fortune, that 

* leaf 2 h. Bodley edition (B). 

2 The severe Act against vagrants, E<1. VI., c. 3, was passed in 1548, only 
19 years before the date of this 2nd edition. 

® The 1573 edition i'eadsy?y?j7iiwy 
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slie maye safely passe aLonte and througlL all partes of this nohle 
realme, and there make porte sale of her wyslied wares, to the 
confusion of their drowsey demener and vnlawfull language, pyl- 
fring pycking, wily wanderinge, and lykinge lechery, of all these 
rahlement of rascales that raunges about al t7i& costes of the same, 
So that their vndecent, dolefull dealing and execrable exercyses. 
may apere to all as it were in a glasse, that therby the lusticers 
and Shreeues may in their cir cutes be more vygelant to punishe 
these malefactores, and the Counstables, Bayhffes, and bosholders,^ 
settinge asyde all feare, slouth, and pytie, may be more circomspect 
in executing the charg geuen them by the aforesayd lusticers. 
Then wyll no more this rascall rahlement raunge about the countrey. 
Then greater reHefe may be shewed to tliQ pouerty of eche parishe. 
Then shall we kepe our Horses in our pastures vnstolen. Then 
our lynnen clothes shall and maye lye safelye one our hedges 
■\mtouched. Then shall we not haue our clothes and lynnen hoked 
out at our wyndowes as well by day as by night. Then shall we 
not haue our houses broken Tp in the night, as of late one of my 
nyghtbors had and two great buckes of clothes stolen out, and 
most of the same fyne Lynnen. Then shall we safely kepe our 
pigges and poultrey from pylfring. Then shall we surely passe by 
^sf/ze hygh waies leading to markets and fayres unharmed. Then 
shall our Shopes and bothes be vnpycked and spoyled. Then shall 
these vncomly companies be dispersed and set to labour for their 
lyuinge, or hastely hang for [loafs] their demerites. Then shall it 
incouri'age a great number of gentle men and others, seing this secu- 
ritie, to set vp houses and kepe hospitalytie in the countrey, to the 
comfort of their nighboures, releife of the poore, and to the amende- 
ment of the common welth. Then shall not sinne and wickednes so 
much abound among vs. Then wil gods wrath be much the more 
pacified towards vs. Then shall we not tast of so many and sondry 
plages, as now dayely raigneth oner vs. And then shall this Famous 
Einpyre be in more welth and better florysh, to the inestymable ioye 
and comfort of the Queues most excelent maiestye, whom god of his 

* So printed in both 1567 editions. 1573 reads housTiolders ; but Bors- 
holders is doubtless meant. ® leaf 3. B. 
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infinyte goodnes, to liis great glory, long and many yeares make most 
prosperously to raygne oner vs, to tlie great Eelycitye of all tlie Peres 
and ISTokles, and to the vnspeakaLle ioye, releife, and qnietnes of 
minde^ of all lier faytlifoll Commons and Subiectes. bTow, me 
tLinketk, I se kow these peuysh, peruerse, and i^estile^it people 
begyn to freat, fume, sweare, and stare at this my booke, their lyfe 
being layd open and aparantly paynted out, that their confusion 
and end draweth one a pase. Where as in dede, if it be well 
•waied, it is set forth for their synguler profyt and co?7nnoditic, for the 
sure safegard of their lyues here in this -world, that they shorten 
not the same before ^ their time, and that by their true labour and 
good lyfe, in the world to com they may sane their Soules, that 
Christ, the second person in [the] Trinytie, hath so derely bought w/t7/, 
his most precious blond : so that hereby I shall do them more good 
then they could haue deuised for them seines. Por behold, their 
lyfe being so manyfest wycked and so aparantlye knowen, The hon- 
orable wyl abhore them, The worshipfull wyll rciecto them, The 
yemen wyll sharpely tawnte them, The Husband men vttcrly defyo 
them, The laboryng men bluntly chyde them, The women with a loud 
exclamation 2 wonder at them, And all Children with chippingo 
hancles crye out at them. I manye times musing witli my selfo at 
these mischcuous misliuers, merueled when they toke their oiyginall 
and heginning ; how long they haue exorcised their exccral)lc wan- 
dring about. I thought it moete to confer with a very old man that 
I was well acqnaynted with, whose wyt and memory is meruolous lV>r 
his yeares, heinge about the age of fo-uroscoro, what ho knowo when ho 
was yonge of these louscy louterars. And ho showed mo, that when 
he was yonge he wayted vpon a man of much worshyp in Kent, who 
died immodiatly after the last Duke of Buckingham was boheadod : 
at his huryalL there was such a number of heggers, besides j^ooro 
housholders dwelling there ahouts, that vnneth they mighto lyc or 
stande ahoute tbe House : then was there [loaf \ back] preparcul for 
them a great and a large harne, and a great fat oxo sod out in 
Purmenty for them, with bread and drinke abound an tly to furnesh 
out the promisses ; and enery person had two pence, for such was the 
* Printed ” * rmlmiaiion, B. 
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dole. When ISTiglit approclied, tke pore Iionsholders repaired home 
to their houses : the other wayfaring bold beggers remained alnight 
in t/ie barne ; and the same barne being serched with light in the 
night by this old man (and then yonge), with ^ others, they tolde 
seuen score persons of men, enery of them hailing his woma?^, except 
it were two wemen that lay alone to gether for some especyaR cause. 
Tims hailing their makes to make mery withall, the bnriall was tnrned 
to bousing a 72 d belly chore, morning to myrth, fasting to feasting, 
prayer to pastyme a?id pressing of papes, and lamenting to Lechery. 
So that it may apere this vncomly company hath had a long contin- 
uance, but then nothinge geuen so much to pylferinge, pyckinge, and 
spoyling ; and, as far as I can leame or vnderstand by the examina- 
tion of a number of them, their languag — ^which they terme peddelars 
Lrenche or Canting — ^began but within these xxx. yeeres,^ lytle 
aboue j and that the first inuenter therof was hanged, all sane the 
head ; for that is the fynall end of them all, or els to dye of some 
filthy and horyble diseases : but much harme is don in the meane 
space by their continuance, as some x., xii., and xvi. yeares before 
they be consumed, and the number of them doth dayly renew. I 
hope their synne is now at the hyghest ; and that as short and as 
spedy a redresse wylbe for these, as hath bene of late yeres for i/ie 
wretched, wily, wandering vagabonds calling and naming them selues 
Egiptians, depely dissembling and long hyding and couering their 
depe, decetfull practises, — feding the rude common people, wholy 
addicted and geuen to nouelties, toyes, and new inuentions, — 
delyting them with the strangenes of the attyre of their heades, and 
practising paulmistrie to such as would Imow their fortunes : And, to 
be short, all theues and hores (as T may well wryt), — as some haue 
had true experience, a number can well wytnes, and a great sorte hath 
well felte it. And now (thankes bee to god), throughe wholsome 
lawes, and the due execution thereof, all be dispersed, banished,® and 
the memory of them cleane extynguished ; that when they bee once 
named here after, our Chyldren wyll muche meruell what kynd of 
people they were : and so, I trust, shal shortly happen of these. 

* The 1573 edition reads and 
® The 1573 edition here inserts tlie word or 
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For wliat tMnge dotli cliiefely canse these rowsey rakelielles thus to 
continue and dayly increase Surely a numhor of wicked parsons 
that keep 6 typlinge Houses in all sliiros, where they haiie succour 
and reliefe ; and what so euer they bring, they are sure to recoaue 
money for [ieaf4j the same, for they sell good penyworthes. The 
hyers haue tlw greatest gayne ; yea, yf they haue nether money nor 
ware, they wylbe trusted ; their credite is much. I haue taken a 
note of a good many of them, a7id wil send their names and dwell- 
ing-places to such lusticers as dwelleth nere or next vnto them, tliat 
they by their good wisdomes may displace the same, and auctoryso 
such as haue honesty. I wyl not blot my boko with their names, 
because they be resident. But as for this fletinge Fellowshyj^, 1 
haue truly setforth the most part of them that be doers at i.his i)rc- 
sent, -with their names that they be knoweno by. Also, I haiio 
placed in the end therof their lend language, calling the same pe.dlcrs 
French or Canting. And now shal I end my prologue, makingo tru(3 
declaration (right honorable Lady) as they shal fall in order of their 
vntymelye tryfelinge time, leudlyfe, and pernitious practises, trusting 
that the same shall neyther trouble or a])ash your most tcualer, 
tymerous, and pytifull Nature, tothinke the smal mode shotild growe 
ynto you for such Alnics so geuen. For god, otir marcifullaml most 
lolling father, well kirowoth your hartes and good intent, — ilio g(mer 
neuer wanteth his reward, according to the sayingo of f^ayut An- 
gustyn : as there is (neyther shalho) any sjmne vnpuni.shecl, emm m 
shall there not be eny good dede vnrcwardcul. But how comftjriahly 
sx3eaketli Christ our Sauiour vnto vs in his gospel gene ye, and it 
shalbe geuen you againo ”) : behold farther, good Madam, that for a 
cup of colde water, Christ hath promised a good reward. Now say nt 
Austen properly dcclareth why Christ speaketh of colde wai-tu, bc'- 
cause the poorest man that is shall not excuse liim sedfe from Lh;it 
cherytable warke, least ho would, paraueuturc, sayo that hc^ liaih 
neyther wood, pot, nor pan to warmo any water wiili. farther, 

what god speaketh in the mouth of his prophet, Esayc, breaketliy 
bread to him that is a liongrcd ho sayth not gone him a hoI (3 lofe, 
for paraduenture the poorc man hath it not to gone, tln^n ht him geue 
a pece. This much is sayd because the pooro that liath it sliottld not 
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be excused : now bow mncb more tben tbe riclie ? Tbns yon se, good 
madam, for your treasure bere dispersed, where nede and lacke 
is, it sbalbe beaped Tp abonndantly for you in beauen, 
wbere neither rust or moth shall cornpt or destroy 
tbe same. Ynto which tryumpbant place, after 
many good, happy, and fortnnat yeres pros- 
peronslye here dispended. yon mayo for 
ener and ener there most ioyfully 
remayne. A men. 
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TliretliiTigstol:)e noted all in tlieir kynde 

A staff, a beesom, and wy tli, that wy 11 wynde 



^ A beosome of byrclie, for babes very fcetc,^ 

A longe lastingo lybbet for loubbers as inecito, 
A wytb to wyndo vp, tliat those wyll not ko(‘]>o 
Bynde all up in one, and vso it to swce 2)0 



[This page is printed at tbo back of iha title page in Bodley e.diiiotn] 
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^ THE EPISTLE TO THE EEABEB. [leaf 5j 

A L thongli, good Eeader, I -wriglit in plain termes — and not so 
playnly as truely — concerning tlie matter, meaning honestly 
to all men, and wyshe them as much good as to myne owne 
harte ; yet, as there hathe hene, so there is noTre, and hereafter -wylhe, 
cnryons heds to finde fauttes : wherefore I thought it necessary, now 
at this seconde Impression, to acquaynt fim with a great fanlte, as 
some tahethe it, hut none^ as I meane it, callinge these Vagabonds 
Cursetors in the intytelynge of my hoohe, as rnnneres or rangers 
aboute the conntrey, deriued of this Laten word {Gurro) : neither do 
I wryght it Cooresetores, with a dnble^ oo j or Cowresetors, with a w, 
which hath an other singnification : is there no denersite betwen a 
gardein and a garden, maynteynaimce and maintenance, Streytes and 
stretes % those that hane understanding knowe there is a great dyfifer- 
eiice : who is so ignorant by these dayes as knoweth not the meaning 
of a Yagabone ? and yf an ydeH leuterar shonld be so called of eny 
man, would not he thi?^k it bothe odyous and reprochefull 2 wyll he 
not shonne the name 2 ye, and where as he maye and dare, w^t^ bent 
browes, wyll reueng that name of Ingnomy : yet this playne name 
vagabone is deryued, as others be, of Laten wordes, and now Yse 
makes it commen to al men ; but let ys loke back four .0. yeres 
sithens, a?id let ys se whether this playn word Yagabon was Ysed or 
no. I beleue not, and why 2 because I rede of no such name in the 
old estatutes of this realme, Ynles it be in the margente of the booke, 
or in the Table, which in the collection and pryntinge was set in ; 
but these were then the commen names of these lend leuterars, 
Laytores, Eobardesmen, Drawlatches, and Yalyant beggares. Tf I 
should haue Ysed suche wordes, or the same order of wryting, as this 
realme Ysed in Kynge Henry the thyrd or Edward the fyrstes tyine, 
oh, what a gross, barberous fellow Deaf s, back] haue we here 1 his 
wryting is both homely and darke, that wee had nede to haue an 
interiDretar : yet then it was Yerye well, and in short season a great 
change we see; well, this delycat age shall haue his tyme on the 

^ The 1573 ed. reads not, 

® This word is omitted in the 1573 ed. 
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other syde. lEloqnence haue I none ; I neiier was acqnaynted with 
the muses ; I neiier tasted of Helycon. But accordingc to my playne 
order, I haue setforth this worke, symplye and truclyc, -with such 
Tsual words and termes as is among vs wel known and frequented. 
So that as tlm prouerhe saythe, all though truth he blamed, it shal 
neuer be shamed.” well, good reader, I meane not to bo tedyous vnto 
the, but haue added fyue or sixe more tales, because some of them 
weare donn wdiyle my booke was fyrsto in the prcssc ; and as I 
truste I haue deserued no rebuke for my good wyll, euen so I desyre 
no prayse for my payne, cost, and trauell. But faith fully e for the 
proifyt and benyfyt of my countrey I haue don it, that the whole 
body of the Boalme may se and vnderstand their lend lyfe and per- 
nitious practisses, that all maye spedelye lielpe to amend that is 
amysse. Amen saye all with me. 


Binis 
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IT A BUFFLEE. Ca. 1.^ [leaf 6] 

T he Hufflarj "because lie is first in degre of tliis odious order : 

And is so called in a statute made for tlie punishment of 
Yacahonds, In the xxvij. yeare of Kyng Henry the eight, late 
of most famous memory : Hee shall he first placed, as the 
worthiest of this Tnruly rahlement. And he is so called when 
he goeth first abroad ; eyther he hath serued in the wanes, or 
els he hath bene a seruinge man ; and, weary of well doing, shakinge 
of all payne, doth chuse him this ydle lyfe, and wretchedly wanders 
aboute the most shyres of this realme. And with stout audacyte, 
^ demaundeth where he thinketh hee maye be bolde, and circomspecte 
ynough, as he sethe cause to aske charitie, rufully and lamentably, 
that it would make a flyntey hart to relent, and pytie his miserable 
estate, ho we he hath bene maymed and broused in the warres ; and, 
parauenture, some wyll shew you some outward wounde, whiche he 
gotte at some dronken fraye, eyther hal tinge of some preuye wounde 
festred with a fylthy firy flankard. Eor be well assured that the 
hardist souldiers be eyther slayne or maymed, eyther and^ they 
escape all hassardes, and retourne home agayne, if they bee without 
reliefe of their friends, they wyl surely desperatly robbe and steale, 
and ^ eyther shortlye be hanged or miserably dye in pryson ; for they 
be so much ashamed and disdayne to beg or aske charity, that rather 
they wyll as desperatlye fight for to lyue and mayntayne them 
seines, as manfully and valyantly they ventred them seines in 
the Prynces quarelL How these Buifiars, the out castes of seruing 
men, when begginge or crauinge fayles, then they pycke and pylfer, 
from other inferiour beggeres that they meete by the waye, as 
Boages, Pallyardcs, Mortes, and Doxes. Yea, if they meet© with a 
woman alone ridinge to the market, eyther olde man or boye, that 
hee well knoweth wyll not resiste, such they filche and spoyle. 
These rufflars, after a yeare or two at the farthest, become Tpryght 
men, vnlesse they be preuented by twind hempe. 

* The chapters are not noted in the Boclley ed. 

^ The 1673 ed. here inserts the word he 
® 1573 reads if ^ 1573 has or 
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C I had of late yeares an old man to my tennant, who custom- 
I ahly a greate tyme went twise in the weeke to London, eyther 
wyth fruite or with pescodes, when tyme serued therefore. And as 
he was comminge homewarde on hlacke heathe, at the end thereof 
next to shotars hyl, he oner tooke two rufflars, the one maneiiy wayt- 
ing on the other, as one had ben the maister, and the other the man 
or seruant, Peaf 6, back] caryinge his maisteres cloke. this olde man was 
verye glad that hee might haue their company oner the hyl, because 
that day he had made a good market j for hee had soiien shyl- 
linges in his purse, and a nolde angell, which this pooro man had 
thought had not bene in his purse, for hee wylled his wyfe ouer 
night to take out the same angell, and laye it vp vntyll Iiis comminge 
home agayne. And he verely thought that his wyfe had so don, 
whiche in dede for got to do it. Thus after salutations had, this 
maister rufflar entered into communication with this simx:)lo oldo 
man, who, ridinge softlye beside them, commoned of many matters. 
Thus fedinge this old man with pleasaunt talke, vntyll they wearo 
one the toppe of the hyll, where these rufliarcs might well beholdo 
the coaste about them cleare, Quiclyo sto|)cs vnto this iiooj'o man, 
and taketh holde of his horse hrydell, and Icadcth liim in to the 
wode, and demaundeth of him what and how much moiu^y lui had 
in his purse, hy iny troth,” quoth this old man j ^^you are 

a merrye gentle man. I kiiowe you meane not to take a wayo anyo 
thinge from me, hut rather to geue me some if I shoxdde aske it of 
you.” Ly and by, this seruant thiefe casteth the cloko tliuL h(,‘. caritMl 
on his arme about this j^oore mans face, that ho should not niarke or 
Yew them, with sharpo words to dolyuer qtiie.ly that lui had, and to 
confesse truly what was in his purse. This poore man, then all 
ahashed, yelded, and confessed that he liad but iust mmm sbyilingc^H 
in his purse; and the trouth is ho know of no more. Thm old 
angell was falen out of a lytle purse into the boioixio of a gre^at purser 
Now, this seuen shyllings in whyte money they qiutdily found e, 
thinkinge in dede that there had heno no more ; yet further groping 
and searchinge, found this old aaigcll. And with grc 3 at admirutiem, 
this gentleman thyefe hegane to blosso hym, sayinge, ^^good lordi*, 
what a world© is this I howo mayo” (quoth h<5o) man btdeue 
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or truste in tlic ^aiae? se yon not’’ (quoth, lie) ^^this old Imaiie 
tolde me that he had hut senen shylhngs, and here is more hy an 
angell : what an old knane and a false knaue haue wo here ! ” quoth 
this rufflar j oure lorde haue mercy on vs, wyll this worlde neuer he 
better ? ” — and there with went their waye. And lefte the olde man 
in the wood, doinge him no more harme. But sorowfully sighinge, 
this olde man, returning home, declared his misaduenture, with all 
the words and circumstaunces ahoue shewed. Wherat, for the tyme 
was great laughing, and this poore man for his losses among his 
louing neighhoui'es well considered in the end. 

^ A VPRIOnT MAN. Ca. 2. 

[leaf 7j i 'Vpriglit^ man, the second in secte of this vnsemely sorte, 
/ \ must be next placed, of these rainginge rablement of 
jl i rascales j some be seruing men, artihcers, and laboryng 
men traded vp in husbandry. These not mindinge to get their 
lyuinge with the swete of their face, but casting of all payne, wyll 
wander, after their wycked maner, through the most shyres of this 
realm, — 

C As Sommerset shy re, Wylshire, Barke shyre, Oxforde shyre, 
I Harfordeshyre, Myddilsex, Essex, Suffolke, ISTorthfolke, Sussex, 
Surrye, and Kent, as the cheyfe and best shyres of reliefe. Yea, 
not with out punishment by stockes, whyppinges, and imprison- 
ment, in most of these places aboue sayde. Yet, not with standinge 
they haue so good lykinge in their lewed, lecherous loyteringe, that 
full quiclye all their punishmentes is ^ for gotten. And xepentaunce 
is neuer thought vpon vntyll they clynie three tres with a ladder. 
These vnrewly rascales, in their roylynge, disj)erse them seines into 
seuerall companyes, as occation seructh, sometyme more and somtyme 
lesse. As, if they repayre to a poore husbandmans house, h6c w^yll 
go a lone, or one with him, and stoutely demaund his charytie, 
eyther shewing how he hath serued in the warres, and their maynied, 
eyther that he sekethe sexuice, and saythe that he wouldo be glad to 
take i)9'y3ie for hys lyuinge, althoughe he meaneth nothinge lesse. 

^ Printed “ mpright in Bodley ed, 

» 1673, le 
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Y£ he he offered any meate or drynke, he vtterlye refusetho scornc- 
fully, and wyll noiTght hnt money ; and yf he espye yong pyges or 
pnltry^ he well noteth the place, and they the next night, or shortly 
after, hee wyll be sure to haue some of them, whycho they brynge to 
their stawhnge kens, which is their typplyng houses, as well knowcn 
to them, according to the olde pronerbe, as the begger knowos his 
dishe.” For you must vnderstand, euery Typplyng ale house wyll 
neyther receiue them or their wares, but some certayno houses in oucry 
shyre, especially for that j)Brpose, where they shalbe hotter welcome 
to them then honester men. For by such haue they most gayne, and 
shalbe conuayde eyther into some loft out of the wayo, or other secret 
corner not commen to any other ; and thether repayro, at accustomed 
tymes, their harlots, whiche they termo Mortes and Doxes, — not with 
emty hands ; for they be as skilfull in picking, rifiling, a/ 7 d iilching 
as the vpright men, and nothing inferior to them in all kind of wyck- 
ednes, as in other places hereafter they shalbe touched. At these 
foresayde peltinge, pouish places and vnmannerly metingos, 0 ! how 
the pottes walke about ! their talki??g tounges talko at largo, "i'h<‘y 
bowle and bowse one to another, and fur the tynio bousing belly 
chere. And after there ruysting recreation, [leaf 7, ba(‘ic] yf there bo 
not rome ynough in tlie house, they haue cleano sirawo in some 
harne or hackehouse nero adioyning, whore they couch comly to 
gether, and ^ it were doggo and byche ; and ho that is hardysU) maye 
haue his choyse, vnlesse for a lytle good manor j some wyll take 
there owne that they haue made proniyso vnto, vntyll they be out of 
sight, and then, according to the old adage, out of luiudo/' Ye-t 
these ypright men stand so much vxmn their ropuiatit)n, as they wyl 
in no case haue their women walke with them, b\it se.porat thcan 
seines for a tyme, a moneth or moa'o. And mete at faynis, or grtnt 
markets, where they mete to pylfer and stcalo from staiilcs, 
or bothes. At those fayres the vpryght men vso commonly to lye 
and lingar in liye wayes by lanes, some prety way or distaunce from 
place, by which wayes they he assured that conip(3ny pasHcdJi 
styll two and fro. And ther they^ wyll domaimd, with cap in hand 
and comly curtesy, the deuotion and charity of tlw people. Tlu‘y 
^ icra, cKs 3 t/ie. B. 
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haiie Tdbii miicli lately •w'Mpped at fa 3 rrs. Yf they aske at a stout 
yemaus or farmars house his charity, they wyll goe strong as thre or 
foure in a company. Where for feare more then good wyll, they 
often haue reliefe. they syldome or neuer j>asse hy a lustices 
house, hut haue hy wayes, •vnlesse he dwell alone, and but weakely 
manned ; thether wyll they also go strong, after a slye, s Little sorte, as 
with their armes hounde vp with kercher or lyste, hauinge wrapte 
about the same filthy clothes, either their legges in such maner be- 
•\VTapped halting down right. ISTot vnprouided of good codg[e]ls, 
which they cary to sustayne them, and, as they fayne, to keepe 
gogges ^ from them, when they come to such good gentlemens houses. 
Yf any searche be made or they suspected for pylfring clothes of 
hedgges, or breaking of houses, which they com m only do when the 
owners bee eyther at the market, church, or other wayes occupyed 
aboute their busines, — eyther robbe some sely man or woman by the 
hye waye, as many tymes they do, — ^Then they hygh them into wodes, 
great thickets, and other ruffe corners, where they lye lurkinge thre or 
foure dayes to gether, and haue meate and drinke brought them by 
theyre Mortes, and Doxes ; and whyle they thus lye hydden in 
couert, in the night they be not idle, — nether, as tTi^ common saying 
is, well occupyed ; ’’ for then, as the wyly foxe, crepinge out of his 
den, seketh his praye for pultery, so do these for lynnen and any 
thinge els -worth money, that lyeth about or near a house. As som- 
tyme a whole bucke of clothes caryed awaye at a tyme. When they 
haue a greatter booty then they maye cary awaye q[uickly to their 
stawling kendes, as is aboue sayd, They wyll hyde the same for a 
Hire dayes in some thicke couert, and [leaf s] in the night time carye 
the same, lyke good water Spanlles, to their foresayd houses. To 
whom they wyll discouer where or in what places they had the same, 
where the markes shalbe pycked out cleane, and conuayed craftely 
fare of, to sell. If the man or woman of the house want money 
them seluos. ^ If these vpright men haue nether money nor wares, at 
these houses they shalbe trusted for their vitales, and it amount to 
twentye or thirty shyllings. Yea, if it fortune any of these wpright 
men to be taken, either suspected, or charged with fellony or petye 
^ dogges^ B. 1573 inserts and 
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brybrye, don at siicli a tyme or snob a place, lie lyyll sayc lie was in 
bis bostes bouse. And if tbe man or wyfe of that bouse be ex- 
amined by an officer, tbey boldelye vouclie, tliat tbo[y] lodged bini 
sucbe a tyme, whereby tbe truth cannot appeare. And if tbey 
cbaunce to be retained into scruice, tbrougii their lanientablo words, 
with any weltby man, Tbey wyll tary but a sniale tyme, cither rob])iug 
bis maister or som of bis fellowcs. And some of them vscdb this 
polocye, that although tbey trauayle into al these sbyrcs, abouc said, 
yet wyl tbey bane good credito, espiciallye in one sbyro, where at 
diners good farmars bouses they be wel bnowen, where they woriccj a 
monetb in a place or more, and wyll for that time bebauo thenn seines 
very honestly and paynfully ; And mayo at any tyme, for their good 
vsage, bane worke of them ; and to these at a ded lyft, or last 
refuge, tbey maye safely rej^ayre vnto and bo wclcom, Wlnui in otlier 
places, for a knacke of knaucry that tbey hauo playd, thei (hire not 
tary. These vyrigbt men wil sildom or neuer want ; lor what is 
gotten by anye Mort, or Doxo, if it please him, hoc doth comaumh*. 
tbe same. And if be mote any begger, whether bo ho stunlyc or 
impotent, lie wyll demaund of him, wbcth(‘,r oner ho was stalkul i,o 
tbe roge or no. If bo saye ho was, bo wyll know of whom, and his 
name jf/^at stalled hym. And if ho ho not h^anuuHy a, hie, to sh(nv<^ 
him the whole circumstaunco tboroof, ho wyll spoyh*, him of his 
money, either of his best garment, if it he worth any inomy, and 
bane him to the bowsing ken. Which is to some iy])pling house lu'xt 
adioyninge ; and laictb their to gage the best thing that h(^, hath for 
twenty pence or two shyllingcs : this man o])oy(4h. for hsaro of* h(‘at- 
ing. Then doth this vpright man call for agag(i of hows(% whidu^ is 
a quarto pot of drinko, and powros the same vpon his ])old ]>atc^, a<lding 
these words: — I. G. P. do stalle tb6o W. T. to the Pogcg and that 
from bonce forth it shall bo lawoftill for the to (jaut that is, to 
aske or begge — for thy lining in al jdacos.” Here*, you Hi) ik(th tlu^ 
vpright man is of great anctorito. For all sorhis of laggors are 
obedient to bis bests, and snrrnountotb ail otluirs in pyllVing and 
stealinge. IT I lately bad standingo in my Omf b, Ttnwk] Widl bouso, 
which standetb on the backosido of my liousij, a groat cuiwdrtm of 
copper, beingotben faU of water, bauingo in tbo saimi halhs a dmun 
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of pewter dyslies, well marked, and. stamped -with tlie connizance of 
my armes, wMcIie being well noted wlien they were taken out, were 
set a side, tire water powred out, and my candren taken awa^’-e, being 
of sucb. bygnes that one man, vnlesse be were of great strength, was 
not able far to cary tbe same. ]N*ot witbstandinge, tbe same was one 
night within this two yeares conuayed more then half a myle from 
my house, into a comnien or lieth, And ther bestowed in a great hr- 
bushe. I then immediatly the next day sent one of my men to 
London, and there gane wmrning in Sothwarke, kent strete, and 
Earmesey streete, to all the Tynckars there dwelling, — That if any 
snch Candron came thether to be sold, the bringar therof should be 
stayed, and promised twenty shyllings for a reward. I gaue also in- 
telligence to the water men that kept the ferres, that no such Yessel 
should be ether conuayd to London or into essex, ]promysing the lyke 
reward, to haue vnderstandiiig therof. This my doing was well 
vnderstand in many jplaces about, and that the feare of espyinge so 
troubled tJte conscience of the stealer, that my caudoren laye 
vntouched in the thicke firbushe more then halfe a yeare after, 
which, by a great chaunce, was found by hunteres for conneys ; for 
one chaunced to runne into the same biishe where my caudren was, 
and being perceaued, one thrust his stalfe into the same bushe, and 
hyt my caudren a great blowe, the sound whereof dyd cause the 
man to thinke and hope that there was some great treasure hidden, 
wherby he thought to be the better whyie he lyued. And in farther 
searching he found my caudren ; so had I the same agayne vnloked 
for. 

^ A nOKER, OR ANGGLEAE. Caj). 3. 

T Hese hokers, or Angglers, be peryllous and most wicked 
knaues, and be deryued or xorocede forth from the vj3right 
men; they commenly go in frese ierkynes and gaily slopes, 
XDoyntcd benethe the kne ; these when they practise there x>ylhhige, 
it is all by night ; for, as they walke a day times from house to 
house, to demaund charite, they vigelantly marke where or in what 
23lace they maye attayne to there praye, casting there eyes vp to 
euery wyndow, well noting what they se their, whether apparell or 
linnen, hanginge nere vnto the sayde wyndowes, and that wyll they 
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be sure to baue the next niglit folowing ; for they cnstoiiiably cany 
witb. tliem a staffe of v. or vi. foote long, in wliicli, within one 
yncli of tliQ, tope therof, ys a lytlo liole bored tlirongb, Geafo] in 
wliicb, liole tliey putte an yron lioke, and with the same they -wj’!! 
pluck vnto them quickly any thing that they may rechc ther with, 
■which hoke in the day tyine they couertly cary about them, and is 
neiier sene or taken out till they come to the place wbero tli(>y Avoiko 
there fete ; such liauo I sene at my house, and bane oft talked ua'tli 
them and haue handled ther stance, not then vnderstanding to what 
vse or inte7^t they serned, althotigh I liaddo and iiorccjiucul, l)y thcan 
tallce and behauiour, great lykolyhude of cuyll sus])ition in them : 
they wyl ether leano vpimn there statfo, to hyde the liole thereof^ 
when they talke with you, or holde their hande vpoii the hole ; and 
what stuffe, either wollen or lynnon, they thus hoko out, they ncauT 
carye the same forth with to their staulyng kens, but hides tlui same 
aiij, dales in some secret corner, and after conuayevs the same to tludr 
houses abouesaid, where their host or hostys geueth tluen money for 
the same, but halfe the value that it is worth, or els thidr (lox(\s 
shall a farre of sell the same at the like lious(\s. I was o’CMhddy in- 
formed that a lioker came to a farmers house in the dt'd (if niglit, 
and putting hack a drawe window of* a low chiimlKU*, fh(‘- Ikm] standing 
hard by the sayd wyndow, in which layo three parsons ‘s (a man end 
two hygge hoyes), this hokor with his staflb pluckcul of their garnnod-s 
which lay vpon them to kope tliem warme, with the eomnh*! and 
shete, and lofte thorn lying a shqio naktsl sauing tlunnj slnat-es, and 
had a way all clone, and neucr could viidcn-stamhi wlnnv^ it h(^eam(\ 
I vcrely suppose that when tlu'.y wer wei w-aked wiiJi (add, they 
suerly thought that Ihdhn goodfclow (accordingly to the old saying) 
had bene with them that nighh 

IT A BOGE. Cap. 4. 

A Eoge is neither so stouto or hardy as thiy vprJght mam 
Many of them will go fayiiily and looko jiiiiMmsly wium they 
see, either in^eto any person, hauing a km*ehm’, as whiiiy as my 
shooes, tyed about their head, with a sliort siatre in tlnir haml, 
haltinge, although they nedo not^ requiring almes of suidi as they 
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meete, or to wliat Ixoiise ttiey slial com. But you easely per- 
ceiue by tbeir colour tlia\s tbei cary both health and hipocrisie about 
them, wherby they get gaine, when others want that cannot fayne 
and dissemble. Others therebee that walke stiirdely about fJiQ> cou? 2 - 
trey, and. faineth to seke a brother or kinsman of his, dwelling 
within som part of th^ shire ; — ether that he hath a letter to deiiuer 
to som honest housholder, dwelling out of an other Shyre, and will 
she we you the same fayre sealed, with the superscription to [leaf 9, back] 
the partye he speaketh of, because you shall not thinke him to runne 
idelly about the countrey y — either haue they this shyfte, they wyll 
cary a cirtificate or pasport about them from som lus'ticer of the 
peace, with his hand and scale vnto the same, howe hee hath bene 
whipped and punished for a vacabonde according to the lawes of 
this realme, and that he m'uste returne to .T., where he was borne or 
last dwelt, by a certayne daye lymited in the same, whiche shalbe a 
good longe daye. And all this fayned, bycause mthout feare they 
woulde wyckedly wander, and wyll renue the same where or when it 
pleasethe them ; for they haue of their affinity that can wryte and 
read. These also wyll picke and steale as the ypright men, and hath 
their women and metinges at places apoynted, and nothinge to them 
inferiour in all kynde of knauery. There bee of these Eoges 
Curtales, wcaringe shorte clokes, that wyll chaunge their apareU, as 
occation seruethe. And their end is eyther hanginge, whiche they 
call trininge in their language, or die miserably of the pockes. 

IT There was not long sithens two Eoges that alwaies did associate 
them selues together, and would neuer seperat them selues, vnles it 
were for some especiall causes, for they were sworn brothers, and 
were both of one age, and much Iffie of fayour : these two, trauelinge 
into east kent, resorted ynto an ale house there,^ being weried with 
traueling, saluting with short curtisey, when they came into the 
house, such as thei sawe sitting there, in whiche company w^as the 
parson of the parish j and caUinge for a pot of the best ale, sat downe 
at the tables ende : the lykor liked them so well, that they had pot 
ypon pot, and sometyme, for a lytle good maner, would drinke and 
offer the cup to such as they best fancied ; and to be short, they sat 

» 1573 omits. 
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out al tlio company, for eclie man departed homo aLoutc tlieir 
busines. ’Wlien tliey liad well refreshed tlicin sehios, then i]u\so 
rowsy roges requested tlie good man of the house wyth his wyfc to 
sit downe and drinke with them, of whonio they impiircd what 2 )riest 
the same was, and where he dwelt : then they fayiiingc tluit tliey 
had an vncle a priest, and that he should dwel in tluvse pari(\^, wliit‘]i 
by all presumptions it should bo he, and tliat tliey ('aine ol' ])ur|)ose 
to speake with hym, but because they had not sene hyiii sitluais iluy 
wore sixe yeares olde, they durst not bo bold to take afapiayntaiu'c 
of Mm Yiityl they wore farther instructed of the truLh, and liegan to 
inquier of his name, and how longo he had dwelt then*, a,U(l liow 
farro his house was of from flto place they were in : the good ^vyle, of 
the house, thynkingo them honest men without disc^tn't, liecc'uise ihay 
so farre enquyred of their kinseman, was but of a good zelous naiur- 
all intent, shewed them cliorefiilly that hoc rjouf loj was an honest 
man and wclbeloued in the parish, and of goo<l wc'lUi, ((nd had Ikui 
there resident xv. years at tlic least; saiLli s]h% ‘^^are, you both 

brothers!” ^‘yea, surely,” said they, “wo hane luuie Ixiih in one 
belly, were twinues.” “ IMcrcy, god 1 ” (iHoih this fbiish woman ; 
^^it may wel bo, for ye bo not much rn like, ”—aind wenh‘, vuLo hm* 
hall windowG, callingo these youg men vuto lau’, and hiking out 
therat,^ pointed with her iingar (rnd sIiowimI th(*m tlu*. hnune- stand- 
ing alone, no house nero the same ly alinosto a qtuiriitu* of a. myle ; 
^Hhat,” sayd^ she, your vmdes housi^..” saiih ouo (d’ 

them, is not onoly my vncle, but also my goiUalhe.r.” It may 
well be,” qirofJi, she, ^‘nature wyll liiud him to be tih<‘. Indhu* vnfo 
you,” Well,” they, bo weary, and mea,no nol* to ia*oubk^ 

our vnelo to-night; but to-morowc, god wiinng(‘, we wyll see him 
and do our duty : but, I pray you, doth our vmdo oemipy husbandry 1 
what company hath ho in his lumsei,” Alas 1” sastii slu‘, hut one 
old woman and a boy, he hath iio occujiying at al : tuslie,” <p/o//z 
this good wyfc, ‘‘you bo mad men; go to him this night, for hee. 
hath better lodging for you then I Inuio, and yet I s|HMik(‘ iolisldy 
against my^ own profit, for by your taring^ heau^ T slnmhl gaine, ///e 
more by you.” “l^ow, ly my troth,” oiui of Ihmn, “ we ihauke 
^ isr3 omits. * saith. B. ** 1573, ** tHrf/inf/, U. 
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yoUy good liostes, for your liolsome councell, and we meane to do as 
you wyll Ts : we wyl pause a wliyle, and "by that tyme it wylbe almost 
night ; and I praye you geue vs a reckeninge/’ — so, manerly paying 
for that they toke, had their hoste and hostes farewell with takinge 
leaue of the cup, marched merely e out of the dores towardes this 
parsones house, vewed the same well rounde about, and passed by 
two bowshotes of into a younge wodde, where they laye consultinge 
what they shoulde do vntyll midnight. Quoth one of them, of 
sharper wyt and subtyller then the other, to hys fellowe, ^^thou seest 
that this house is stone walled about, and that we cannot well breake 
in, in any parte thereof ; thou seest also that the windowes be thicke 
of mullions, that ther is no keeping in betwene : wherefore we must 
of necessytie vse some policye when strength wil not serue. I haue 
a horse locke here about me,” saith he ; ^^and this I hope shall serue 
oiire turne.” So when it was aboute xii. of the cloeke, they came to 
the house and lurked nere vnto his chamber wyndowe : the dog of the 
house barked a good, that with they^ noise, tliis priest waketh out 
of his sleepe, and began to cough and hem : then one of these roges 
stepes forth nerer the window and maketh a ruful and pityful noise, 
requiring for Christ sake^ some reliefe, tliat was both hongry and 
thirstye, and was like to ly with out the dores all nighte and starue 
for colde, vnles he were releued by IxLm with some small pece of 
money. Where dwellest thou V’ quoth this parson. “Alas 1 sir,” 
saithe this roge, “ I haue smal [leaf lo, backj dwelling, and haue com out 
of my way j and I should now,” saith he, “go to any towne nowe at 
this time of night, they woulde set me in the stockes and punishe 
me.” “Well,” quoth this pitifull parson, “away from my house, 
either lye in some of my out houses vntyll the morning, and holde, 
here is a couple of pence for thee.” “A god rewards you,” quoth 
this roge ; “and in heauen may you finde it.” The parson openeth 
his wyndowe, and thrusteth out his arme to geue his almes to this 
Itoge that came whining to receiue it, and quickly taketh holde of his 
hand, and calleth his fellowe to him, whiche was redye at hande with 
the horse locke, and clappeth the same about the wrest of his arme, 
that the mullions standing so close together for strength, that for his 
^ So printed. Bodley ed. has tJie ® sahes, B. 
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life lie could not plucke in his arme againc, and made [liiiu beleuG, 
Tnles he would at the least gene them .hi. li., they wouklo smite of 
his arme from the body. So that this poore parson, in feare to lose 
his hand, called vp his olde woman that lay in the loft oner him, 
and wylled her to take out all the money ho had, which was iiij. 
markes, which he saide was all the money in his house, for lic^ had 
lent vL li. to one of his neighbours not iiij daies before. Wtd/’ 
c^toth they, master parson, if you haue no more, vpon this con- 
dicioii we wil take of the locke, that you will drinke .xij. pcncio for 
our sakes to-morow at the alehouse wher wo found you, and thank 
the good wife for the good chero she made vs.” lie promised faitli- 
fully that he would so do ; so they toko of the locke, and went tlnur 
way so farre ere it was daye, that the parson coiddo nenuu' haue any 
vnderstanding more of them. ISTow this parson, sorowfully slumlxa'- 
ing that night hetweiie feare and hope, thought it was but folly to 
make two sorrowes of one ; he vsed contontacion for his rcmnnly, not 
forgetting in the morning to performo his x^roniLso, but w'(mi betims 
to his neighhoiir that kept tiplinge, and asked ange.rl}^ 'wlicns tln^ 
same two men were that dranko with her yester daye. Wbit'b two 
men?” Q^iotli this good wife. ^‘^Tho straungers that <',am<^ in when f 
was at yonr house wyth my neigh boros yesterday.” ^‘^’Wbat! your 
neuewes?” qiioili she. ^^My neiicwms?” q/m/A this parson; 1 
trowe thou art mad.” '^^hTay, hy god !” quo/ A, tliis good ^ wife, 
sober as you ; for they tolde mo faitli fully that you wenn their vncic. : 
but, in fayth, arc you not so in dede? for, by my irmilFh, th(‘y ar<^ 
strau[n]gors to mo. I nouor saw them befort;.” C>, out vpon, 
them!” quotJi the parson; ^Hhoy be false th(ni(\s, aaid this night 
thei compelled mo to gouo them al iho immey in my house.” 
^^Benodicite 1” q7wth this good wife, haiu^ they ho in us 

I shall aunswore before god, ono of them told me bedsides that, you 
were godfather to him, and that ho trusted to haim your 1)h*.ssinge 
before he departed.” '^Wliat! did hoi” (lucth ihis parson; 
halter blesso him for [leaf u] mo !” thiuketh, l)y the mass<^, l)y 

your countenaneo you lokod so wildly when you eam <5 in,” <tnoih 
this good wife, ^Hhat somthing was amis.” vso not to gent,” 

* Omitted in 1570, 
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quotli this parson, when I speake so earnestly.” Why, all yoiir 
sorrowes goe with it,” quoth this good wife, “ and sitte do wire here, 
and I will hi a freshe pot of ale shall make you mery agayne.” 
“Yea,” saith this parson, “fill in, and geue me some meat; for they 
made me sweare and promise them faithfully that I shoulde drinke 
xii. pence with you this day.” “What ! dyd they^” quoth she; 
“ now, by the mary masse, they be mery knaues. I warraunt you they 
meane to bye no land mth your money ; but how could they come 
into you in the night, your dores being shut fast % your house is 
•very stronge.” Then this prason^ shewed her all the hole circum- 
stance, how he gaue them his almes oute at the wyndowe, they^ 
made such lamentable crye that it pytied him at the harfc ; for he 
sawe but one when he put oute his hand at the windowe. “ Be 
ruled by me,” quoth tliis good wyfe. Wherin % ” quoth this parson. 
“By my troth, neuer speake more of it : when they shal vnderstand 
of it in the parish, they wyll but laugh you to skorne.” ^“Why, 
then,” quoth this parson, “ the deuyll goe with it,” — and their an 
end.^ 

IT A WYLDE BOGE. Cap. 5. 

A Wilde Boge is he that is borne a Eoge : he is a more subtil 
and more geuen by nature to all kinde of knauery then the 
other, as beastely begotten in barne or bushes, and from liis 
infancye traded vp in trechery; yea, and before ripenes of yeares 
doth permyt, wallowinge in lewde lechery, but that is counted 
amongest them no sin. Bor this is their custome, that when they 
mete in barne at night, euery one getteth a make ^ to lye wythall, 
and their chaunce to be twentye in a companye, as their is sometyme 
more and sometyme lesse : for to one man that goeth abroad, there 
are at the least two women, which neuer make it straunge when they 
be called, although she neuer knewe him before. Then when the 
day doth appears, he rouses him vp, and shakes his eares, and awaye 
wanderinge where he may gette oughte to the hurte of others. Yet 
before he skyppeth oute of hys couche and departeth from his 
darhng, if he like her well, he will apoint her where to mete shortlye 

^ so printed. ® the, B. 

Why end. B. omits. * 157S reads mate 
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after, witli a warninge to worke warely for some clictes, tliat tliclr 
iiieting niiglit he the merier. 

IT IsTot long sitliens, a wild roge cha^?^ced to mete a x‘)orc iicigli- 
Tbonr of mine, who for honesty and good natur siirniou^ztetli many. 
This poore man, riding homeward from London, ■where he had made 
his market, this Deaf ii, back] roge demannded a peny for gods sake, 
to kepe him a true man. This simple man, beholding him wel, and 
sawe he was of tanle personage with a good quarter staifc in his 
hand, it much pitied him, as he sayd, to se him want ; for he was 
well able to seme his prince in the wars. Tims, being inoned with 
pytie, and ^ loked in his pnrsse to finde out a penye ; and in loking 
for the same, he plucked oute viii. shyllinges in why to money, and 
raked therin to finde a single peny ; and at the last fiiidinge one, 
doth offer the same to this wylde roge : hut he, seingo so imicli inony 
in this simple mans hand, being striken to the hart with a conetous 
desire, bid him forth wytli delyuer al that ho had, or els ho woulde^ 
with his staffe beat out his hraynes. Lor it was not a ]>cnyo would 
now quench his thirst, ^soing so much as ho dyd^ : thus, swallowinge 
his s])ittell gredely downe, sj)oyled this jioore man of al the money 
that he had, and lei)t oner the hedge into a thicke wodc, and W(‘tii 
his wayo as merely as this good simjjle man came home soro■^vfully. 
I once rebuking a wyld roge because he went idcdly a]><)ut, 
shewed mo that he was a hegger hy enheriianco — Ins (drandfutln'r 
was a beggex, his father wms one, and ho must xiodes be one by good 
reason. 

^ A PRYGGER OF PRAUNOERS. Cap. 0. 

A Trigger of Prauncers be horse stealers j for to px'igge signilielh 
in their language to sfcoalo, and a Prauncor is a horse : so 
beinge put together, the matter is® playiio. Those go com- 
monly in lorkins of leatherr, or of white freso, and carry liblo wamls 
in their hands, and will walke through grounds and x^asturcs, to 
search and se horses meete for their purxxoso. And if thei cliaw^cc 
to he met and asked by the owners of the grounde what they make 
there, they fayne strayghte that they haue loste their waye, and de- 

^ omitted in 1573, 

seing dyd. B. omits. ® 1573, mis 



UARMAN". A PRYGGT3R OF PRAUNCERS. 


43 


syro to be enstriictcd the bcste waye to such a place. Tliese -will 
also repayre to gentleiBons bouses and askc tlicir charity c, and wyll 
oiler tlicir sc mice. And if you askc them what they can do, they 
wyll sayo tliat they can kope two or Hire Goldinges, and waite vpjioii 
a Gentleman. These haue also their women, that walkinge from 
them in other places, marke where and what they see abroade, and 
sheweth these Priggars therof when they nieete, which is with in a 
weeke or two. And loke, wlicro they stcale any thinge, they conuay 
iliQ same at the least thro score miles of or more. 

^ There was a Geiitleinan, a veiye friendc of inyno, rydyng from 
Tjondon honiowar<le into ivento, hauinge with in three myles of his 
house busynesso, alyghied of liis horse, and his man also, in a j)i'otye 
[leaf 12 ] vyllage, where diucrcs houses were, and looked aboute hyni 
where ho myghto liauc a conuonient person to walko his horse, be- 
c luse lice would sp(jake w/t4 a Parmer tliat dwelt on tlic backe side 
of the sayde village, lytle aboiie a (piarter of a myle from the place 
whore ho lighted, and had liis man to waight vjion him, as ii was 
mete for his callingo : espying a Ihyggar there standing, thinking the 
same to dw^cll there, charging this prity priggingo person to walkc 
his horse w’'g 1I, and that th(3y might not stando styll for takyng of 
colde, and at his roturne (which ho saide should not ho longe) ho 
would gene hym a pony to drinko, and so wento ahouto his busiiies. 
Tills peltyngo Priggar, jiroudo of his praye, walkotlie his horse ^ vp 
and do WHO tyll he sawo the Gentleman out of sighte, and leapos him 
into the saddell, and awayo lui geelh a mayno. 'ThivS Gentlcinau re- 
iurningo, and fin dingo not his horses, sent his man to the one end of 
the vyllage,, and he went liiinselfc vnto the other ondo, and cmyuired 
as ho W(mi. for his horses that wore w'alked, and began some what to 
suspect(3, ])(i(‘.aus(3 mu then' he nor his man could so nor find him. 
Then this Goiithnnaii deligimilyo em^uircMl of thro or fourc towno 
dwelhn's there wlndlior any smdi person, diudaring his stature,^ ago, 
apparoll, with so many linaments of his body as ho could call to 
I'emoinbramiGii. Ami, vna vo(*.c,’^ all saydo that no smdi man dwelt 
in their stroate, neither in the parish, that they knowo of ; but some 
did wol roniomber that such a one they saw there lyrkinge and hug- 
^ horseB, B. ® Printed Btatiits 
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geringo two lioxires before tlie Gentleman came tbetlier, and a 
straunger to tbem. bad tbongbte,” qnotb this Gentleman, ^Gio 

had here dwelled,” — and marched home manorly in his botes : farre 
from the he dwelt not. I suppose at his comming home he 

sente snche wayes as he susiDected or thought meete to searche for 
this Prigger, but hetherto he neuer harde any tydinges agaync of his 
palfreys. — I had the best geldinge stolen onte of my jDastiire that I 
had amongst others whyle this boke was first a printinge. 

IT A PALLYABD. Cap. 7 . 

T Hese Palliardes be called also Clapj)erdogens : these go with 
patched clokes, and liaue their Morts with them, which they 
cal wines ,* and if he goe to one house, to aske his alrnos, his 
wife shall goe to a nother : for what they get (as bread, cheese, 
malte, and woll) they sell the same for rcdy money ; for so they get 
more and if they went together. Although they be thus ^ deuidcd 
in the dale, yet they mete iompe at night. Yf they chaunco to come 
to some gentylmans house standinge Deaf 12, back] a lone, and he dc- 
maund'ed whether they be man and wyfc, and if he pcrccaue that 
any douhteth thereof, he sheweth them a Testimonial with the minis- 
ters name, and others of the same parislie (nan lingo a 2^arisho in some 
shere fare distant from the place where he sheweth the same). Tiiis 
writing he carieth to salue that sore. Ther he many Irishc men that goe 
about with comzterfeate licenses ; and if they pcrcoiue you wil straytly 
examen them, they will immodiatly saye they can speako no Eiigllsho. 

IT Farther, vnderstand for trouth that the worst and wicked st of 
aU this beastly generation are scarso conix) arable to those prating 
Pallyardes. All for the most parte of those wil either lay to their 
legs an herb called Sperewort, cyther Arsnicke, which is called 
Batesbano. The nature of this Spereworte wyll rayse a great blister 
in a night vpon the soundest part of his body ; and if the same ho 
taken away, it wyl dry yp againe and no harme. But this Ars- 
nicke will so poyson the same legge or sore, that it will euer after ho 
incurable : this do they for gaine and to be pitied. The most of 
these that walke about be Walchmen. 


* Printed t7m 
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IT A BEATER. Cap. 8. 

S Oine of these Fraters will carj hlacke boxes at their gyrdel, 
wher in they haue a briefe of the Queenes maicsties letters 
pateiites, genen to suche^ poore spitlehoixse for the relicfe of 
tJie poore there, whiche briefe is a coppie of the letters patentes, a7id 
vtteiiy fained, if it be in paper or in^ parchment without the great 
seale. Also, if the same brief be in printe,® it is also of auctoritie. 
For the Printers wil see and wel vndersta?^d, before it come in 
presse, that the same is lawfalL Also, I am credibly informed that 
the chiefe Proctors of manye of these houses, that seldome trauel 
abroad thewz seines, bnt liauc their factors to gather for the?? 2 , which 
looke very slenderly to the impotent and miserable creatures com- 
mitted to their charge, a7id die for want of cherisliing ; whcras they 
and their wines are wol crammed and clothed, aiid will hane of the 
best. And the founders of euery such house, or the chiefe of the 
parish 0 wher they bo, woxilde better sec vnto these Proctors, that 
they might do their duty, tlicy shoxdd be wel sj)okcn of here, and in 
the world to come abouv^dantly therefore rewarded. I had of late an 
honest man, and of good wcaltho, ixipayrcd to niy house to common 
wyth me ahoute certeyno affaires. I inuitod the same to dinner, and 
dinner beingo done, I demaundod of hym some newes of those ^ parties 
were hee dwelte. ^^Thankes bo to God, syr,” (saith ho) ; ^^all is 
well a7id good now.’’ ‘^^FTow !” (qnoth 1) ^‘^this samo ^nowe’ [U'nfisj 
declareth tiiat some things of late hath not hone wol.” Yes, 
syr,” (qwo/7^ ho) tho''^ matter is n<jt grc‘-at. I had thought I should 
hauo bene wel beaten within this scuonth night.” ^^PTow sol” 
((pioth 1). ‘^Mary, syr,” sayd he, am Counstablc for fault of a 
better, and was commatinded by the Tuaticcr to watch. The wat(di 
being sot, I toko an houovsi man, one of my ncighbons, with mo, and 
went vp to the endo of the towno as fur as the spittle house, at 
which house I hoard a great noyse, and, drawing nore, atodo close 
vndcr the wall, and this was at one of the clocke lifter midnight. 

* B. inserts a ® B. omits iu 

® Bx-obal>ly the reason why print*’ came to ho considerod synonymous 
with correct.” Bee 2 Gent, of Verona, act ii. sc. 1, 175. 
those. B. , ® B, omits the 



46 


HARMAN. A FRATJER. 


Where he harde swearinge, and wagers laying, and the pot 

apase walMnge, and xl. pence gaged vpon a matche of wrastling, 
]3itching of the harre, and casting of the sledge. And ont they goe, 
in a fustian fume, into the hache syde, where was a great Axiltrye,i 
and there fell to pitching of the harre, being thro to thre. The 
Moone dyd shine bright, the Counstable with his neighboure niyght 
see and beholde all that was done. And ho we the wyfc of the 
house was rostinge of a Pyg? whyle her gestos were in their matclie. 
At the laste they coulde not agree ypon a caste, and fell at wordes, 
and from wordes to blowes. The Counstable with his^ fcUowo 
runnes vnto them, to -parte them, and in the par tinge lyckes a dryc 
blowe or two. Then the noyse increased; the Counstable wouldo 
haue had them to^ the stockes. The wyfe of the house runnes out 
mth her goodman to intreat the Counstable for her gostes, and 
leaues the Pyg at the fyre alone. In commeth two or throe of the 
next neighboures, beinge waked wyth tliis noise, and into the house 
they come, and fynde none therein, hut the Pygge well rested, and 
carietli the same a^vaye wyth them, spjte and all, with sucho hreatlc 
and drinke also as stoode vpon the table. When tlio goodman and 
the good wyfe of the house hadde intreatod and pacified the Coun- 
stable, sliewinge vnto him that they were Proctors and Pacior(‘,s all 
of Spyttell houses, and that they taryed there but to hreako thoyr 
fast, and woulde ryde awaye immediatelye after, for they had farro to 
goe, and therefore mente to lydo so earlye. Aaid commingo into their 
house agayne, fyndingo the Pygge wyth broad and drincko all gonne, 
made a greate exclamation, for they knowe not who had the same. 

H The Co unstable returning and hoariiigo the lamentable ■wordes 
of the good wyfe, howe she had lost botli moato and drinkt^., and 
sa^ve it was so in deede, hee laughed in his sleue, and conimauxided 
her to dresse no more at vnlawfuU houres for any gostes, Pc)r hoc 
thought it better bestowed vppon those smell feastes his pooro neigh- 

* CastyBg<3 of axtre Sc eke of ston, 

Sofero liem {^ero to vso non ; 

Bal, and Ibarrcs, and sucho play, 

Out of chyche^orde put a-way. — 

Myro, p. 11, 1. 334-7 (B. B. T. Soc. 1868) 

® to to, B, 
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Loiires tlien vppon suclie stui'dye Liibbares. Tlie nexte moniynge 
betymes tlie [leaf i:i, back] spitie and loottos were sette at the Sj^ittle 
house doore for the owner. Tims were these Factours begyled 
of theyr broakefast, and one of them hadde well beaten an other ; 
‘^^And, by my trouth/’ (quoth thys Counstable) ''I was giaddo when 
I was well ryd of them/’ “Why,” quoth I, “coulde the[y] caste 
the barro and sledge well?” “I wyll tell you, syr,” (quoth hco) 
you knowe there hath bene inanye games this Sommer. I thinke 
verely, that if some of these Lubbars had bone there, and practysed 
ainongest others, I beleuc they woulde hauc carryed awaye the beste 
games. For they were so stronge and sturdy e, that I was not able to 
stande in their liandes.” “Well” (quoth I) “at these games you 
speake of, both legges and annes bee tryed.” “Yea,” quoth this 
olfyccr, “ they bee wycked men. I haiie seene some of them sithens 
wyth cloutes bounde aboute theyr legges, and haltynge wyth their 
stahe in their handes. Wherefore some of theym, by GOD, boo 
nought all.” 

IF A ABRAI-IAM MAN. C‘dJ). 9. 

T MesG Abrahoin men he those tliat hiyne them seines to hauo 
beeno mad, and hauo bene kept eythcr in Bethelom or in 
some other pryson a good tymo, and not one amongst twenty 
that euer camo in pryson for any such cause : yet wyll they saye 
liowo pitiously and most extreamcly they haue bone beaten, and 
d<3alt with all. Some of these ho mcryo and voryo pleasant, they 
wyll daunce and sing ; some others ho as cohlo and reasonahle to 
talko wyth all. These heggo money; eytlior when they come at 
Farmours howsos they wyll domaundo Dakon, eythcr cheese, or 
wooll, or any thingo that is wortho money. And if they espye small 
comijany within, they wyll with fierce conntcnau//no demauwd some 
what. Where for feare the maydos wyll gene thoyni largcdy to ho 
ryd of tlioym. 

^ ^ If they inaye conuenyently come hy any chcato, they wyl 
( picke and stoale, as the v[p]right man or Kog(3, poultrey or 
lynnen. And all women that wander hco at their commaxindo- 

mexxto. Of all that euer I saw of this kynde, one naminge him 
sclfo Stradlyngo is the craftiest and mosto dyssomhlyngest Knano. 



48 


HABMAN. A WHIPIACBE. 


Hee is aHe wytli liys touiige and vsage to deceaiie and abnso the 
wysest man that is. And surely for the proporcion of his body, 
with euery member there vnto appertayninge, it cannot be a mended. 
But as the prouerbe is Grod hath done his part.’^ Thys Stradlyng 
sayth he was the Lord Sturtons man ; and when he was executed, 
for Yery pensiuenes of myiido, Deaf ii] he fell out of his wytte, and 
so continued a yeare after and more ; and that with the very greefo 
and feare, he was tahen wyth a marueiloiis palsey, that both head 
and handes wyll shake when he talketh, with anye and that a pase 
or fast, where by he is much pytied, and getteth greatoly. And i f 
I had not demaunded of others, bothe men and women, that com- 
monly walketh as he doth, and knowen by them his decpo dls- 
siniylatioai, I nener hadde vnderstand the same. And thus T <aul 
wyth these kynde of vacahondes. 

IT A FEESHE WATER MARINER OR WIIiriACKE. Caj). 10. 

rriHcse Freshwater Mariners, their shipes ^yere drowned iji the 
playne of Salishery. These kynde of Catcrpillers counterfid 
great losses on the sea; these hee some Westeni men, an<l most 1)00 
Irishe men. These ^vydl runno about the countroy wyth a counterfet 
lycence, fayninge either sliypwracke, or simyled ])y nean^ 

the coasto of Cornwall or Denonshyro, and set a laiido at some liittURi 
towne there, haiiynge a large and formall wrytingo, as is al)ou(‘. sn.yd, 
vdth the names and seales of sucho men of ivorsh 3 ^P[)(j, at ilui Ic'asto 
foiire or hno, as dwolleth neare or next to the place whore they fayno 
their landinge. And neare to those shieves wyll tiny not bc‘gg(*., 
vntyll they come into Wylshyro, Hamshyre, Barkeshyro, Oxford- 
shyre, Harfordshyro, Middolsox, and so^ to London, and downo by 
the ryiier to sceke for their shyppe and goods that they ncuor luwbs : 
then passe they through Surrey, Sossex, by the sea costos, and so 
into Kent, demannding almes to bring them home to their country. 

% Some tyme they counterfet the soalo of the Adiniraliio. I 
haue diners t^mes taken a waye from them their lyconces, of hofli 
sortes, wyth suche money as they haue gathered, and bane (U)nfLsrai(!d 
the same to the pouerty nigh adioyninge to me. And they wyll not 

* Omitted in 1573. 
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Ibeelonge witli out anotlier. For at anye good towne they wyll 
renewe the same. Ouce wyth muche threatninge and faire promises, 
I required to knowe of one companye who made their lycence. And 
they sweare that they bought the same at Portsmouth, of a Mariner 
there, and it cost thorn* two shillinges ; with such warr antes to he so 
good and efectuall, that if any of the best men of lawe, or learned, 
aboute London, should peruse the same, they weare able to fynde no 
faute there with, but would assuredly allow the same. 
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QeafW, baokli 


These two pyctures, lyuely set out, 

Cue body© and soul©, god send him more grace. 

This mounstrous desombolar, a Crank© all about. 
Vncomly couetinge, of ©die to imbrace, 

Money or wares, as he made his race. 

And sometyme a marynar, and a saruingo man, 

Or els an artificer, as he would fayno than. 

Such shyftes he vsed, being© well trycd, 

A bandoning© labour, tyll ho was espyed. 

Conding punishment, for his dissimulation, 

He sewerly receauod with much declination ^ 

^ This page is not in Bodley ed. ® 1573 roads mclmmUm 
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[leaf 15 ] IT A COENTEBEBT CBANEE. Cap. 11. 

T Hese tliat do coiinterfet the Cranke be yoiig knaues and 
yonge harlots, that depely dissemble the falling sicknes. Eor 
the Cranke in their language is the falling euyll. I haue 
seene some of these with fayre writinges testimonial!, with the 
names and scales of some men of worshyp in Shropshyre, and in 
other Shieres farre of, that I haue well knowne, and haue taken the 
same from them. Many of these do go without writinges, and wyll 
go lialfe naked, and looke most pitiously. And if any clothes be 
geuen them, the[yj^ immediatly sell the same, for weaxe it they wyll 
not, because they would bee the more pitied, and weare fylthy clothes 
on their heades, and neuer go without a x^eece of why to sope about 
them, which, if they see cause or present gaine, they wyll priuely 
eonuey the same into their mouth, and so worke the same there, 
that they wyll fome as it were a Boore, and maruelously for a tyme 
torment them solues \ and thus doceiue they the common x)oox')lo, and 
gayne much. These haue commonly their harlots as the other. 

Apon Alhollenday in the morning last Anno domini. 1566, or 
my^ booke was halfe printed, I meane the first impression, there came 
earely in the morningo a Counterfet Cranke vnder niy lodgynge at the 
whyte Eryaros, wythin the cloyster, in a lyttle yard or coorte, where 
ahoutos layo two or thro great Ladyes, beyng without the lyhorties of 
London, whore by he hoj^ed for the greatter gayne j this Cranke there 
lamentably lamontinge and pitefully crying to be releued, declared to 
dyuers thoir hys paynfull and miserable dysease, I being ryson 
and not halfe ready, liarde his dolfull wordos and riifull mornings, 
hexing him name the falling sicknes, thought assuredlye to my solfe 
that hoe was a dope desemblar ; so, comminge out at a sodayne, and 
beholdingo his ygly and yrksomo attyre, hys lothsomo and horyble 
countinancG, it made mo in a moruelous paiploxito what to thinke of 
hyin, whether it were fayned or trouth, — for after this manner went 
he : he was naked from the wast vpward, sauyng he had a old 
lerken® of leather patched, and that was lose^ about hym, that all 
his bodye laye out bare ; a filthy foule cloth he ware on his head, 

^ ilmy, B. ® my my, B. ® gyrlmn (et seyg.). B. * loose, B. 
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being cut for tbe purpose, liauing a narowe place to put out Ms face, 
Avitli a bauer made to trusse Tp bis beards and a stryng tliat tyod tlie 
same dowiie close aboute bis necke ; witb an olde felt bat wliicb bo 
styll caried in bis bande to receaue tbe cbarytye and deuotion of tbo 
people, for tbat woiilde be bold out from bym ; liauyng bys face, 
from tbe eyes downe ward, all smerd witb freshe blond, Deaf is, bat*] 
as tbougbe be bad new falen, and byn tormented wytb bis paynefiill 
panges, — bis lerken beinge all be rayde witb darte and inyro, and 
bys batte and bosen also, as tbougbe bee badde wallowed in tbo 
myre : sewerly tbe sigbte was monstrous and terreblo. I called bym 
vnto me, and demaunded of bym wbat be ayled. A, good mais- 
ter,” quotli be, I bane tbe greuous and paynefull dyseas called tbo 
falynge s^’^ckenes.’^ ‘^Wby,^* quotli I, ‘^bowe commetb iby lorkon, 
bose, and bat so be rayd with durte and myre, and tby skyn also ^ 
“A, good master, I fell downe on tbe backesyde here in tbo fowlo 
lane barde by tbe watersyde ; and there I laye all most all night, 
and bane bled all most all tbe blonde owto in my bodyc.” It rayndo 
tbat morninge very fast } and whyle I was thus talkingc witb bym, a 
honest poore woman tbat dwelt thereby brought bym a foyro lynnen 
cloth, and byd bym wype bis face tberewytb ; and there beiiigo a tob})0 
standing full of rayne water, oiferod to gene liym some in a disbo 
tbat be might make bym selfe cleane : bee rofusotb * tbo same. 
“ Why dost tbou soV quotb 1. A, syi‘/’ saytb be, I sboiilde 
wasbe my selfe, I sboulde fall to bloedinge a frcsbo againo, and tlion 
I should not stop my selfe : these wordos made mo tbo more to 
suspecte bym. 

Then I asked of bym where be was borne, wbat is name was, 
bow longe be bad this dysoase, and wbat tymo be bad ben b(u‘o 
about London, and in wbat place. Syr/* say tbe bo, “ I was bonm 
at Leycestar, my name is Nycbolas Genings,^ and I b<auo bad this 
falling sycknes viij. yeaxos, and I can got no remedy for tbo same ; 
for I bane it by kindo, my father bad it and my friendes before mo ; 
and I bane byne those two yeares here about London, and a yearo 
and a balfe in betbolem.** “ Why, wast tbou out of tby wyttes 1 ** 
quotb I. Ye, syr, tbat I was.** 

* refused. B, 
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Wliat is tlie Ivepars name of the house? ” Hys name is/^ 
quoth liee, lohn Smith. Then/’ qnoth I, hee must vnder- 
stande of thy dysease ; yf thon hadest the same for the tyme thou 
lyast there, he knoweth it well.” not onely he, hut all the 

house bee syde,” quoth this Craiike ; for I came thens hut within 
this fortnight.” I had stande so longe reasoning the matter wyth 
him that I was a cold, and went into my chamber and made me 
ready, and commaunded my seruant to repayre to bethelem, and 
hringe me true worde from the keper there whether anye suche man 
hath hyn with him as a prisoner hauinge the dysease aforesayd, and 
gatie hym a note of his name and the kepars also : my seruant, 
retorninge to my lodginge, dyd assure me that neither was there 
euer anye such man there, nether yet anye keper of any suche 
name; hut hee that was there ke^^er, he sent me hys name in writ- 
ing, afferming that hee letteth no man depart from hym vnlesso he he 
fet a waye by (leaf ic] hys freendos, and that none that came from 
liyra heggeth ahoute the Citye. Then I sent for the Printar of this 
booko, and shewed hym of this dyssemhling Cranke, and how I had 
sent to Bethelem to vndorstand the trouth^, and what aunsweare I 
reccauod againe, roquiringe hym that I might haue some seruant 
of his to watcho him faitlifully that daye, that I might vndor- 
stand trusstely to what place ho woxxlde rei)aire at night ynto, and 
th ether I promised to goo my selfe to see their order, and that I 
wouldo haue hym to associate me thethor : hee gladly grauntod to 
my re(j[xxest, and sent two hoyes, that both diligently and vygolantly 
accomplislit the charge genon them, and foixnd the same Cranke 
ahoute the Temple, 'whore about the most parte of the daye lieo 
begged, vnlesso it weare about xiL of the clocko he wcnlo on the 
backosyde of Clementes Ine without Temple barre : there is a lane 
that gnotli into the Pcldes ; tluire Ixeo renewed his face againe wyth 
freshe bloxxd, which ho caried aboxxt hym in a bladchir, and dawhod 
on freshe dyrte vpon his lorken, hat, and boson. 

IT And so came backo agayne vnto the Temi^lo, and sometymo to 
til© 'Watersyde, and bogged of all that passed bye : the boy os be- 
holde howe some gaue grotes, some syxe pens, some gauo more; 

* trough, B. 
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for hiee looked so otigleie and yrksomlye, that euorye one pyiied liis 
misera’ble case that heehelde hym. To bee shox'te, there ho jjasscd all 
the dayetyll night appro ched; and avhen it began to bee some what 
dark, he went to the water syde and toke a Skoller,^ and was sctie 
oner the Water into Saincte Georges feldes, contrary o to iny expect- 
atian ; for I had thought he woulde hane goimo into Ilolborne or to 
Saynt Gylles in the felde ; but these boyes, with Aiguos and Lynces 
eyes, set sewre watche vppon him, and the one tooko a bote and fol- 
lowed him, and the other went backe to tell his niaister. 

The boye that so folowed hym by Water, had no money to pay 
for his Bote hyre, but layde his Fenner and his Ynkhorne to gage 
for a penny ; and by that tyme the hoye was sette oner, his Mhistcr, 
wyth all celeryte, hadde taken a Bote and followed hym apaso : liow 
hadde they styll a syght of the Cranko, wych crossed oucr tlie 
felddes towardes hTewyngton, and thether he went, and by that tyino 
they came thether it was "very darko : the Prynter hadde there no 
acq[uaintance, nether any kynde of weapon about hym, nether knewe 
he ^ how farre the Cranke woulde goe, becawse hee then suspected 
that they dogged hym of purposse ; he there stayed hym, and called 
for the Counstahle, whyche came forthc dylygentelyo to inquyre what 
the matter was : thys zelous Pryntar charged thys olfycer [leaf la, huckj 
wyth hym as a malefactor and a dessemblixige vagabonde — the 
Counstable woulde haue layde Mm all night in the Cage that studo in 
the streate. I^aye,” saythe this pitifull Prynter, I x>i'ayo you haue 
Mm into your house; for this is lyke to ho a cold nyglit, and he is 
naked : you kepe a Tytellinge house ; let him bo well clKuishod this 
night, for he is well hable to payo for the same. I knowo well his 
gaynes hathhyn great to day, and your house is a suJflficdont prjson for 
the tyme, and we wil there sercho hym. The Counstable agreed 
there vnto : they had him in, and caused him to washo him selfe : 
that donne, they demaunded what money he had about hym. Buyili 
this Cranke, So God helpe me, I haue hut xii. pence, aixd xdtuiked 
oute the same of a lytle pursse. Why, haue you no more ^ 
quoth they. “ ISfo,” sayth this Cranke, as God shall sane my 
soule at the day of iudgement,’^ Wo mdst so more,’^ quoth they, 

^ 1573 reads sUlloer s Omifctod in 1573 edit 



HABMAN. A COUNTBBPET CBANKE. 


55 


and began to stryp liym. Then lie plucked out a notlier purse, 
wkerin was xL pens. Tonslie,” saytlx^ tliys Prynter, I must see 
more.^’ Saythe this Cranke, I pray God I bee dampned botb. body ^ 
and soule yf I bane anye more.” “ bTo/’ saytb tbys Prynter, tbon 
false knaue, bere is my boye tbat dyd watcbe tbee all tliis daye, and 
sawe wben such men gaue the pdescs of sixe pens, grotes, and other 
money ; and yet thou bast shewed vs none but small money.” 
Wben tbys Cranke bard this, and the boye vowinge it to bis face, 
be relented, and plucked out another pursse, where in was eygbt 
sbyllings and od money ; so bad they in the bole that be bad 
begged tbat day xiij. shillings iii. ®pens balfepeny^. Then they 
strypt him starke naked, and as many as sawe him sayd they neuer 
sawe bansoinmer man, wytb a yellowe flexen beard and fayre 
skynned, witboute anye spot or greffe. Then the good wyfe of the 
bouse fet her goodmans^ olde clocke, and caused the same to bo 
cast about him, because the sight sboulde not abash her sbanxefast 
maydens, nether loth her squaymysli sight. 

r Thus be set® downe at the Cbomnes end, and called for a 
( potto of Beere, and dranko of a cxuarto at a drafts and 
called for another, and so the tbyrde, tbat one bad bene sufficient 
for any resonable man, the Drynke was so strong©. I my solfe, 
the next morningo, tasted thereof; but let the reader iudge what 
and bowe much be would baue dronke and bo bad bene out of 
fear©. Then when they bad thus wrong water out of a flint in 
spoyli 7 zg him of bis ouyl gotten goods, bis passka-g pons^, and Act- 
ing trasbe, The printer with this offecer weto in gealy goalowsit 
and dcuisod to search a barno for some roges and vjprigbt men, a 
quarter of a mylo from the bouse, tbat stodo a lone in the flcldos, 
and wente out about their busines, leaning this cranke alone with 
bis wyfo and maydens : this crafty Cra?dvO, espying al gon, requested 
the good wiib tbat [loaf 173 bee might goe exit on the baokesyde to 
make water, and to exonerate his paunebe : she bad bym drawe the 
laebe of the doro and goe out, neither thinking© or mistrusting be 

® sm/i 7 h B. ® printed dody d, oh. B. * hede. B. 

® mans. B. ® 1573 inserts sette hym. B. ’ 1573 inserts that 

* jpenae, B. ® The 1673 edition reads ioly ioylitie; gelomsy. B. 
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would liaiie gou awaye naked ; kut, to conclude, -wlien lieo was out, 
lie cast awaye tlie cloke, and, as naked as euer lie was borne, lie ran 
away, ^ tlxat lie could ^ neuer be bard of ^agaiiie.^ IvTow® the next 
morning betimes, I went vnto I^ewington, to vndersta'?nl wluit was 
done, because I bad word or it was day tliat tbero my printer was ; 
and at my comming tbetber, I bard tlio bole circumstaunco, as 1 
aboue baue wrytteii ; and I, seing tbe matter so fail out, tooke 
order witb tlie cliiefe of tbe parisb that tins xiij. sbyllings conI 
iij. ^pens balfpeny^ might tbe next daye be equally distrihutcd, by 
their good discrecions, to the pouertie of tbe same jiarisbc,*'’ and so it 
was done. 

‘ The 1673 edition finislies tbe sentence thus : — oner tbe fudds to liia own 
bouse, as bee afterwards said.” 

* woulde, B. aga/in til now, B. d. oh, B. 

^ Tbe 1573 edition continues thus : — “wberof this crafty Cranio, bad x>art 
bim selfe, for be bad both bouse and wife in tbe same parislu^, as a£t<a' you 
shall beare. But this lewde lewterar could not laye bis liones to labour, bauing 
got once tbe tast of this lewd lasy lyfo, for al this fayr adiuouition, laii. d(v 
uised other suttel sleights to maintaine bis ydell liuing, and so craCtoly clothed 
him selfe in mariners apparel, and associated bim self witb an other of his 
companions : they hauing both mariners apparel, went abroad to askt^ charity 
of th& people, fayning they badde loste their shippo with all their goods hy 
casualty on the seas, wherewith they gayned much. This crafty Crankt*, 
fearinge to be mistrusted, fell to another Idndcof bogging, as bad or worse, and 
apparelled bimsolfe very well witb a fayre black freoso coio, a new pay re of 
whyte hose, a fyne felt bat on his bead, a shert of ilaundcrs worko oKtieiJun^d to 
be worth xvi. shillings ; and vpoti newe yeares day came againe into the whyt 
Piyers to beg: the printer, hauing occasion to go tliat ways, not thinking of 
this Cranke, by cbaunce met witb bim, who asked bis cbarilbi for Clods sake*. 
Tbe printer, vewing bim well, did mistrust him to 1x3 the counhudVt (Inmko 
which deoetiied bim vponAlbollcn daye at night, demaiindodof wlnxico, ho was 
and what was bis name, ‘Forsoth,’ saiUx bo, ‘my name, is Nicolas Clonings, 
and I came from Lecester to seeke worko, and I am a hat-makor by my oo<mi- 
paiion, and all my money is spent, and if I couldo god momw to pxy<s for my 
lodging this night, I would soke work to more we amongst tlu! batt.orsd ''J'bo 
printer perceiuing bis depo dissimulation, putting bis baud into his ptirH(3, wxun- 
ing to gkxe bim some money, and witb fayre allusions brought him itd<^ the 
streete, where bo charged the constable witb bim, allirniinge him to bo the 
oounterfet Cranke that ranne away vpon Alliolon daye last>. The x'OUHtabic 
being very loth to medle with bim, but the printer knowing him and Ids dope 
disoeit, desyred be mougbt be brought before tbe (bibutio of the war<l, whiob 
straight was accomplished, which wbe/^ bo came Ixdore the dobuty, he <lo- 
maimded of bim of whence he was and what was bis name ; ho answorex! as 
before be did vnto tlia printer: the delmiie asked the print(‘.r wbai ho. w<xikle 
laye vnto hys charge ; ho answered and ab*.gfxl him to bo a vagabond and dopti 
deceyuer of the people, and tbe oounterfet Crank that ran away vpmi AI- 
hallon day last from the constable of Hewington and him, and nxpnmted him 
earnestly to send bim to ward ; the debuty thinking bim to bo ilocoiued, but 
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IT A DOMMEBAR. Cap. 12. 

T Hese Dommerars are leud and most subtyll people : the moste 
part of these are ‘Waleli men, and wyll neuer speake, vnlesse 
they haue extreame punishment, hxit wyll gape, and with a 
mariielons force wyll hold downe their toungs doubled, groning for 
your charyty, and holding vp their handes full pitiously, so that with 
their deepe dissimulation they get very much. There are of these 
many, and hut one that I vnderstand of hath lost his toung in dede. 
Hauing on a time occasion to ride to Dartforde, to speake with a 
priest there, who inaketh all kinde of conserues very well, and vseth 
stilling of waters 5 And repaydnge to his house, I foimde a Dom- 
merar at his do ore, and the priest him selfe perusinge his^ lycence, 
vnder the seales and hands of certayne worshyx 3 full men, had^ thought 
the same to he good and eJffectuall. I taking the same writing, and 


neuerthelesse laid his co?;Miaanndcmeiit vpon him, so that the printer should 
hearo his charges if he could not iustilie it ; he agreed thereunto. And so he 
iiml the const, able wont to cary him to the Counter ; and as they were going 
vnder Ludgato, this crafty Cranke tokehishcMdes and ran down the lull as fast 
as ho could dryve, the constable and the printer after him as fast as they 
couldo ; hut the printer of tho twayn being lighter of Xote, ouerfcoko him at 
flcote bridge, and with strong hand cariod him to the counter, and safely doli- 
ucrecl him. Tn tke morow t/ie printer sent his boy that stripped him vpon Ah 
halon day at night to view him, because ho would be sure, which boy knew him 
very well : this Crank confessed unto the debuty, t/iat he had hosted the night 
before in Kent street in feJouthwarke, at the sign of the Cock, which thing to he 
true, the printer sente to know, and found him a Iyer ,• but further inciuiring, 
at length found out his habitation, dwelling in maister Hillos rentes, hauinge 
a protyo house, w^ell stuffed, with a fayre ioyue table, and a fayre cubbard 
garnished with pouter, hauing an old auncient woman to his wyfe. Tlie printer 
being sure iherof, repaired vnlo the Counter, and rebuked him for his beastly 
behaviour, and told him ot his false fayning, willed him to confosso it, and 
aske forgiv<3n<)B : ho porceyuecl him to know his dope dissimulation, relented, 
and confessed all his discoit ; and so remayning in the counter three dayes, 
was nuriovcd to Brydwol, whfjro he was strypt starko naked, and his ougly 
atiyre put vpo;^. him before the maisters thereof, who woiidox'ed greatly at his 
dissimulation: for which offenco he stod(3 vpon the pillory in ClumpHyde, both 
in his ougly and handsome attyre. And after tluit went in th (3 myll whyle his 
ougly pioiuro was a drawing ; and them was whj'-ppod at a cartes tayle through 
London, and his displayd banxier earied before liim vnto his own doro, and so 
backo to Brydewell again, and there remayxiod for a tyme, and at length lot 
at lilx^rUe, on that coudicio^^ ho would proue an honest man, and labour truly 
to get his liuing. And his picture remayneth in Bridewell for a monyment.'’ 
— 8ee, also, post, p. SO. 

* ilf his, B. 


^ ^hich priest had, B. 
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reading it oner; and noting tlie scales, foundo one of tlio scales like 
vnto a seale that I had ahonte me, wliicli scale I honglit besides 
Charing crosse, that I was ont of douhte it was none of those CJcn- 
tlemens seales that had snh[s]crihed. And hauing vndcrstanding 
before of their peuish practises, made me to concoaixe that all was 
forged and nought. I made the more hast homo ; for well 1 “wyst 
that he would and must of force passe through the parysh where I 
dwelt ; for there was no other waye for hym. And coniniingo honio- 
warde, I found them in the towne, accordingo to my cxj^ectation, 
where they were staid ; for there was a Pallyardo associate with the 
Dommerar and partaker of his gaynes, whycho Pallyardo I sawc not 
at Dartford. The stayers of them was a gentleman called ^ 
and a seruant of my Lord Keepers, cald Wodestofce, wliich was 
[leaf 17, back] the chlefe causer of the staying of thorn, being a fcSurgion, 
and cunning in his science, had s6ene the lyke practises, and, as ho 
sayde, hadde caused one to speake afore that was dome It was my 
chaunce to come at the begyiming of the matter. Syr,” (quoth 
this Surgieii) I am bold here to viler some part of my cunning. 
I trust” (quoth he) you shall se a myraclo wrought anon. For I 
once ” (quoth he) ^‘made a duinme man to spe^ake.” Quoth I, ‘^you 
are wel met, and somwhat you hauo ixreueiitod mo ; for 1 bad 
thought to haue done no lesse or they hadde passed this towmv 
Por I well knowe their writing is faynod, and they d(‘-pc>, diss(un- 
blers.” The Surgien made bym gape, and wo could see but haUe 
a toiing. I required the Surgien to put hys fyngcu' in bis month, 
and to i3ull out his toung, and so ho dyd, not witlustanding Ins bold 
strongly a prety wliyle ; at the longtlx he phujkt out the sanu‘, to ihcj 
great admiration of many that stodo by. Yet wlnm w<i sawe Ins 
tounge, hee would neither speako nor yet could h( 3 are. Qta^th I to 
the Surgien, “ knit two of his fyngers to gethor, and ilunst a 
betwene them, and rubbo the same vp and downc a lyilc whylt^ and 
for my lyfe Me speakoth by and by.” Sir,” quoth Hub Snrgi<iB, 
1 praye you let mo practise and ^ other waye.” I was Wijil conicmt(al 
to see the same. Ho had him into a lioiise, and tyed a luilier a!)otiite 
the wrestes of his handes, and hoysed him vp oner a beamed, and 
^ cal- (sic), B. ® damme, B. ® Bo i)rinled, an, B. 
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there dyd let Mm hang a good while : at tliQ length, for very paine 
he required for Gods sake to let him down. So he that was both 
deafe and diime coulde in short tyme both heare and speake. Then 
I tooke that money I could find in his pursse, and distributed the 
same to the poore people dwelling there, whiche was xv. pence lialfe- 
peny, being all that we coulde finde. That done, and this merry 
myracle madly made, I sent them with my seruaunt to the next 
lusticer, where they preached on the Pyllery for want of a Pulpet, 
and were well whypped, and none dyd bewayle them. 

IT A nnoNKEN TiNCHAB. Cap. 13. 

T Hese dronken Tynckers, called also Prygges, be beastly peo- 
ple, and these yong knaues be jfZie wurst. These neuer go 
with out their Doxes^ and yf their women haue anye thing 
about them, as api)arell or lynnen, that is worth the selling, they 
laye the same to gage, or sell it out right, for bone bowse at their 
bowsing ken. And full sono wyll they bee wearye of them, and 
haue a nowe. Wlxen they happen one woorke at any good house, 
their Boxes lynger alofo, and tarry for them in some corner 3 and yf 
he taryeth longe from Lcr, then she knoweth ciounfl] he hath worke, 
and walketh neare, and sittcih downe by him. For besydes money, 
he looketh for rnoato and drinkc for doinge his dame pleasure. For 
yf she haue three or fouro holes in a pan, hoe wyll make as many 
more for spedy gaine. And if he so any old kotlo, chafer, or pewter 
dish abroad in the yard where ho worketh, hoc quicklye snappeth 
the same vp, and in to the hoogot it goeth round. Thus they lyue 
with dcceitc, 

f IT I was credihlyo informed, by such as could well tell, that 
( one of these ti]xling Tinckors with his doggo rolhed by the 
high way iiij. PallyaiHls and two Eoges, six persons together, and 
tooke from them abouo foure pound in ready money, cmd hide him 
after in a thicko woodo a dayo or two, and so escaped vniaken. 
Thus with picking and stealing, mingled with a lytlo worke for a 
coulour, they passe their time. 
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IT A SW ADDER, OR PEDLER. Cap. 14 

T Hese Swaddexs and Pedlexs bee not all enyll, bxit of an 
indifferent bebauionr. Tliose stand in great awe of ibe 
■vpriglit men, fox tliey bane often botb wares and money of 
tbem. But for as mucb as they sceko gayne Ynlawfully against ibo 
lawes and statutes of tins noble realine, they are 'well worthy to hv, 
xegistred among tbe number of Yacabonds ; and vndoiibtedly I bane 
badde some of tbem brought before me, wben I was in commission 
of tbe peace, as malefactors, fox bryberiuge and stcalinge. And 
nowe of late it is a greate praotes of tbo vprigbt man, wben be bath 
gotten a botye, to bestowo tbe same vpon a packofiill of war(\s, and 
so goetb a time for bis pleasure, bccaiise be would lyuo with out 
suspition. 

IT A 3ARKE MAN, AND A PATRICO. Cap. 15. 

F or as mucb as these two names, a lark cm an and a 3^atrico, 
bee in tbe old briefe of vacabonds, and sot forth as two 
kyndes of euil doers, you shall Tnderstando that a Tarkemun 
bathe bis name of a larke, which is a scale in their Language-, as oru^ 
should make writinges and set scales fox lycenccs and 
And for troutb there is none that goetb abonto tlie (^onnin^y of iljem 
that can eyther wryte so good and fayro a liand, <‘,iib(vr so 

learnedly, as I baiio sene and bandcled a number of tbem : but 
bane tbe same made in good townes wluu'c tb(\y come, as whaii can 
not be badde for money, as tbe proinubu sayili OmuHt. renal hi 
llome'^)^ and manyo hath confessed the same to me. nmciH, bmAj Kow, 
also, there is a Patrico, and not a Patriarcbo-, wbitthe. in tlicir 
language is a priest that should makci manag(‘-s tyll dcaiib dyd 
depart • but they bane none such, I am well asHured ; for I put you 
out of doubt that not one amo[n]gest a bundrotb of tbem axie iuari«N!, 
for they take lechery for no sinne, but natnrall lellowsbyp and gotnl 
lyking louc : so that I wyll not blot luy boko with theses two that 
be not. 


^ jpmportes, B. 


J^cdrlarcla B. 
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IT A DEMAXTNBER FOB GEYMMAB. Cap. 16. 

T llese Deniauiiders for glyinmar be for the moste parte wemen ; 
for glymmar, in their language, is fyre. These goe -with faynecF 
lycences and counterfayted wrytings, hauing the hands and 
scales of snche gentlemen as dwelleth nere to the place where they 
fayne them, seines to hane bene burnt, and their goods consumed 
with fyre. They wyll most lamentable^ demaunde your charitie, a 7 id 
wyll qnicldye shed salte teares, they be so tender harted. They 
wyll neuer begge in that Shicre where their losses (as they say) was. 
Some of these goe with slates at their baches, which is a sheete to 
lye in a nightes. The vpright men be very familiare with these 
kyndo of wemen, and one of them lielpes an other. 

^ A Demaunder for glymmar came vnto a good towne in Kente, 
to asko the charitie of the people, hauinge a fayned lycens aboute 
her that declared her misfortune by fyre, donne in Somerset shyre, 
walkinge with a wallet on her shoulders, whore in shoe put the de- 
uotion of suche as hadde no money to gene her ; that is to saye, 
Malte, woll, baken, bread, and cheese 3 and alwayes, as the same was 
full, so was it redye money to her, when she emptyed the same, 
where so euer shoo trauolede: thys harlot was, as they terme it, 
snowte fayre, and had an vpright man or two alwayes attendinge on 
her watche (whycho is on her parson), and yet so circumspecte, that 
they wouldo neuer boo scene in her company in any good towne, 
vnlesse it wore in smalo vyllagos where typling houses wearo, oyther 
trauelinge to gother hy the hygli wayes ; but tho troth is, by report, 
she would wekely bo worth vi. or seuen shyllinges with her hogging 
and bycheryo. This glimmering Mortc, ropayringe to an Ine in iM 
saydo towne where dwelt a wydow of fyftio wyntor oldo of good 
welth ; hut she had an vnthryftye sonne, whom she vsed as a 
chamberlainc to attend gestes when they repared to her house : this 
amorous man, bo holdingo with ardante eyes thys® glymmeringe 
glauncer, was prosentlye pyteouslye persed to the hart, and lewdlye 
longed to b 6 o clothed vnder her lyucryo ; and bostowinge a 

* fmjnen, B. * lammtably. B, 

^ heholdlng this, B. 
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fe-we foiide wordes witli lier, vnderstodo strayto that she 'vvoiihlo ])e 
easlye perswaded to lylcinge lechery, and as a iiiau iiiased, musetl 
howe to attayne to liis purpose, for ^ ho liaddo no money. Yet con- 
sideringe -wyth hym sclfe that wares woulde heo welcomes wdioro 
money wanted, lice went with a wannion to his mothers ehamher, 
and there sekingo ahouto for odde endes, at length fonndo a lytic 
whystell of syluer that his inotlior dyd vso ciistomahly<^ to weurc on, 
and had forgot the same for haste that morningo, and olferes the 
same closely to this manerly inarian, that yf she would mete hym on 
the backesyde of the towne and curteously kys him with out con- 
straynt, she shoulde bee mystres thereof, and it woaro mtich b<‘iier. 
‘‘WelV’ sayth she, ‘^you are a wanton;” and beholdingo the 
whystell, was farther in loue there with then rauysht wytli his 
person, and agred to mete him presently, and to acconiplysho his 
fonde fancy : — to be short, and not tedyous, a quarter of a myle from 
the towne, he merely toke measure of her Yndcr a hawdyo buKshc ; so 
she gaue hym that she had not, and ho recomed that ho cotildo not ; 
and taking leue of eche other with a curtoous kysse, she phjsantly 
passed forth one her iornaye, and this vntoward lycorous (diambt'-r- 
layne repayred home warde. But or these two tortylles tooke ihcro 
leue, the good wyfe niyssod her whystell, and sent one of her 
maydenes in to her cliaixiber for the same, and being long sawght 
for, none coulde be founde ; her mystres hering tluit, diligauit wimdi 
was made for the same ; and that it was taken awayt^, hi‘gan to huh- 
pecte her vnhlessed haho, and d(‘maundiHl of her may<l(ms wheJlu^r 
none of them sawe her sonno in her chamhor that moriung, and om^ 
of them aunswored that she sawo liim not there, Imt connning fnun 
thens : then had she ynough, for well slio wyste that ho had the 
same, and sent for him, but ho could not bo founde* 'I'hen she 
caused her hosteler, in whomo she had hotter affyaunco in for Ida 
trouth, — and yet not on© amongst twenty of them but ham^ well 
left there honesty, (As I hero a great sort© sayt^^)— to conu^ Ynio 
her, wMcho attended to know© her pleasiire. ^^Goe, H<;ke otti,” 
saytho she, ‘^my vntowardo sonno, and hyd hym como Hpcmko 
with me.” sawe him go out,” saytho ho, ^^halfo an hour© 

* hut, B. 
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sitlicns one the hackesyde. I hadde thought you hadde sent him 
of your arranto.’^ ‘‘I sent him not/’ quoth she; ^^goe, loke hh-n 
out.” 

IT This hollowe hosteler toke his staffe in his necke, and trodged 
out apase that waye he sawe him before go, and had some vnderstand- 
ing, by one of the maydens, that his mistres had her whistell stolen 
and suspected her sonne ; and he had not gone farre but that he 
espyed him comming homeward alone, and, meting him, axed where he 
had ben. [leaf jo. bade] Where haue I bene % ” qaoth he, and began 
to smyle. ^^ISTow, by the mas, thou hast bene at some baudy 
banquet.” ^‘Thou hast euen tolde trouth,” ^otli thys chamber- 
layne. Sewerly,” o^obh this hosteler, ^^thou haddest the same 
woman that begged at our house to day, for tli% harmes she had by 
fyre : where is she ? ” o^otli he. “ She is almost a myle by this 
tyme/’ o^cotli this chamberlayne. Where is my mystres whystell 1 ” 
quoth this hosteler ; ‘‘for I am well assured that thou haddest it, 
and I fcare me thou hast gcuen it to that harlot.” “Why ! is it 
myssed'?” qixoth this chamberlayne. “Yea,” quoth this hosteler, 
and shewed him all the hole circumstaunco, what was both sayde 
and thought on him for the thing. “ Well, I wyl toll the,” quoth 
this Chamberlayne. “ I wylbo playne with the. I had it in dode, 
and haue gouo^^ the same to this woman, and I praye the make the 
best of it, and helpo nowe to excuse the matter, and yet surely 
and thou wouldest take so much payno for me as to oner take her, 
(for she goeth but softly, and is not yet farre of^ and take the same 
from her, and I am cuor thyno assured freonde.” “Why, then, go 
with mo,” qjioth this hostler. “ hTay, in faythe,” quoth this Chamher- 
layne; “%vhat is froar then gift? and I hadde prety pastime for the 
same.” “Iladcst thou so?” quoth this hosteler; “nowe, by the 
masse, and I wyll haue some to, or I wyll lyo in the duste or I come 
agayne.” Passing with hast to oner take this paramonro, within a 
mylo iw7n tho place where lio departed ho onertoko her, hauing an 
vpright man in her company, a stronge and a sturdy© vacahond: 
some what amasod was this hosteler to se one familiarly in her com- 
pany, for he had well hopped to haue had some dolycate dalyance, 
as his followe hadde ; but, soinge the matter so fallout, and being of 
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good coragOj and tliinldng to liim. selfo tliat one true man was ])eti(‘r 
tlxen two false knanes, and keing on tlxo Ixiglx "way, tlioxiglit v])on 
lielpe, if nede Ixad bene, by sucli as Ixad ixasscd to ami iro, Do- 
maixnded fexsely the wMstell that she had eixyix nowc of liis itdlowe. 

Why, hxisband,” quoth she, “ can yon sixilex this wrcLcho to 
slaunder yonrwyfeV* A vaunt vcrlct,” quoth this vpright man, 
and letes dryue with all his force at this hosteler, and aftAU lialf'd 
a dosen blowes, he strycks his stalfe oixt of his hande, and as tin's 
hosteler stept backe to liaue taken vp his stahe agayno, his glynnner- 
inge Morte hinges a great stone at him, and stvake him one the lu‘ade. 
that downe hee fales, wyth the bloxxd about his earos, and whyh^ boo 
laye this anxased, the vpright man snatches awaye his xmrssi', wlun'o 
in hee hadde money of his mystresses as well as of his own<^., ami 
there let him lye, aixd went a waye with spedc that they were lanuu* 
harde of more. When tlxis drye beaten hosteler was conxo to him 
selfe, hee fayntlye wandereth home, and crepethc ixx to hys conciu', 
and restes [leaf 20 ] his ydlo heado : his mystres harde that was 
come in, and layde him downe on his boadc, repayrexl straight vnto 
him, and aske Ixym what lie ayled, aixd what the cause was oT his so 
sudden lying one his bod. What is the cause 'I 
hosteler; ^^your whystoll, your whistel,” — speaking ih<5 same 
pyteouslye Hire or foure tymes. Why, foie, quoth his m,vslris.s(», 
^Hake no care for that, fur I doe not greatly waye it; it was worth 
but three shyllingcs foure pens.” ‘^1 would it had Ixuie iMinil lor 
foiire yearcs agon.” ‘‘I inayo the why so,” tpioih his mysirtss ; I 
tlxink thou art mad.” ‘‘^J>ray, not yet,” quoth this hosteler, I 

haue bene madly handlyd.” ^'Why, what is thc^ matU*rr’ <|Uctth 
his mystres, and was more desirous to know the case. ytm 

wyl for gone my fcllowo and mo, I wyll she we ytm, or (‘Is I wyll 
neuer doe it.” Sh^c made hym presexitly faitlifull proiniswe that hIuhj 
woulde. ^'Thcn,” sayfclie hoc, ''8(5ndo for your sonue liouu^ agayne, 
whyche is ashamed to loko you in the fac^e.” '' I agn*, ilicnn^ to,” 
saytli slnie. ^‘Well, then,” (pioth this hoshhu’, yonre^ H<jnu(‘. Itaihe 
genon the same Morto that bxiggod hea’(>!, for the buruiiigf^ lu‘r 
house, a whystell, and you hauo geuon her v. shyllingtM in momy, 

* Omitted in ll>73. 
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and I Iiaue geiieii licr ten sliyllinges of mj owneJ' Wliy, liowe 
soV* quotli slie. Tlien lie sadly sliewed lier of liis mysliap, mtli all 
tlie cixciimstaimce that you haiie harde before, and howe liys pnrsse 
was taken awaye, and xv. sliyllinges in the same, where of v. shyl- 
linges was her money and x. sliyllinges his owne money. Is this 
true?” quoth his mystres. hy my trouth,’’ quoth this hosteler, 

and notliing greuos me so much, ney ther my heating, neither the 
losse of niy money, as doth my euell and wreched lucke.” Why, 
what is the matter?” quoth his mystres. ^^Yoixx sonne,” saythe 
this hosteler, “ had some chere and pastyme for that whystell, for he 
laye with her, and I haue heiie well beaten, and liaue had my pnrsse 
taken from me, and you knowe your sonne is nicrryo and pleasaunt, 
and can kope no great coniicell ; and then shall I bemocked and 
loughed to skorne in all places when they shall here howe I haue 
bene serued.” ^‘hTowo, out viion you knaues both,” quoth his 
mystres, and laughes onto the matter; for she well sawe it would 
not other wyso xireuaylo. 

IF A BAIYDY BASKET. Cap. 17. 

T llese Bawdy baskets bo also wemon, and go with baskets and 
Caiicases on their armes, wliero in they haue laces, pynnos, 
nodles, white yiikell, and round sylko gyrdles of al coulours. 
These wyl bye co?^neyskhes,^ a?id stcalo liiie^i clothes of on hedges. 
And for their trifles they wil procure of maydon scruaunts, wher*^ 
(leaf 20 , back3 tlicir Biystrcs or dame is onto of the wayc, either some good 
peoco of beofe, baken, or cheese, that shalbo worth xij. pons, for ii. 
pens of their toyes. And as they walko by the wayo, they often 
gaino some money wyth their instrument, hy such as they sodayucly 
nude "withall. The vpriglit men luiuo good acquayntance -with those, 
and will Indpo and rclicne them when they want. Tims they trade 
their lyues in lowed lothsomc lechery. Amongest them all is but 
one honest woman, and she is of good yoarcs; her name is lone 
Messenger. I haue had good proofo of her, as I haue learned by the 
true Toporb of diners. 

* Babbitsldns 
5 



66 


HABMAN, A BAWDY BASKET. 


j There came to my gate the last sommor, Anno Domini .lilGO, 
la very miserable man, and much doformod, as l>urut in tlni 
face, Mere eyde, and lame of one of his logges that ho went with a 
cronche. I axed him whcr ho was borne, and where dwidi 
last, and shewed him that tliothcr ho must repaire and b(^ rci- 
lened, and not to range aboute the conn trey ; and s<dng some 
cause of cherytie, I caused him to liauo mcate and drinkt', and 
when he had dronke, I demaundod of him whether lu' W'as lunier 
spoyled of the vpright man or Doge. Yes, that I hano,’' (pioih 
he, and not this seuen yeres, for so long I hauo gnn abroad, 1 had 
not so much taken from me, and so cuyll handelod, as I was w/t/ati 
these iiij. dayes.” ^‘^Why, how soD’ quoth I. In good fayth, 
sir/’ quoth hee, I chaunced to mecie with one of tli(‘S(*- bawily bas- 
kets which had an vpright man in her company, ami as 1 would 
haue passed quietly by her, ‘ man/ sayth slio vnto vnio b<‘r make, 
‘do you not so this ylfauored, wdndshako??- knatio D ‘Yc?s/ <pioib 
the vpright man ; ‘what say o you to him D ‘this kiuuus’^ oweili mo 
ii. shyllings for wares that ^ ho had of mo, halfo a ytnn a go, I think 
it well.’ Sayth this vpright man, ‘ syra/ saytli ho, ^pay(^ your dels/ 
Sayth this poore man, ‘I owe her none, aiether dyd I emu- bargane 
•with her for any thingc, and as this^ aduysed T mnuu* saw(j Jitn* Ik* fore 
in all my lyfe.’ ‘ Mercy, god ! ’ quoth she, ‘what a lying(^ knatie. is 
this, and he wil not payo you, husband, beat him sueriy/ and iln^ 
vpright man gauo me thre or fouro blowcs on my l)aeke, and Hboubb 
ers, and would hauc beat mo worsso and I had not gcnitm hym all 
the money in my pursse, and in good fayth, for V(*ry fearc*,, f was 
fayne to gene him xiiij. pens, which was all th(^ mom»y that I bu<l 
‘Why/ sayth this bawdy basket, ‘hast thou no morel then fbuti 
owest me ten pens styll; and, be well assured that I %vyU Ik»e paydti 
the next tyme I meeto with ih6c.’ And so they hd me passe by 
them, I praye god sane and blosso mo, and al oth<‘r in my 
from such wycked persons,” quoth thispooro man. “ Why, wiadlnar 
went they thenD’ quoth I, “ Into east ICont, for I nude witlj ilunn 
on thyssyde of Eochoster. I hauo dyuers tymes bene uik^mU^d, bni 
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I neuor loste Deaf 21 ] mucli "before. I tlianke god, there came styll 
company by a fore this vnbappy time.” Well/’ qnotb I, thank e 
God of all, and repaire home into thy natyne countrey.” 

IT A AUTEM MORT. Cap. 18. 

T Hese Autem Mortes be maried wemen, as there be but a fewe. 
For Autem in their Language is a Churohe; so she is a wyfe 
maried at the Church, and they be as chaste as a Cowe I 
haue, that goeth to Bull euery moone, with what Bull she careth 
not. These walke most times from their husbands companye a 
moneth and more to gether, being asociate with another as honest as 
her selfe. These wyll pylfar clothes of hedges : some of them go 
with children of ten or xii. yeares of age ; yf tyme and place seme 
for their purpose, they wyll send them into some house, at the 
window, to stoale and robbo, which they call in their language, hfill- 
ing of the ken ; and wil go 'with wallets on their shoulders, and 
slates at their backes. There is one of those Autem Mortes, she is 
now a widow, of fyfty ycros old ; her name is Alice Milson : she 
gooth about with a couple of great boyes, the yongest of then) is 
fast vpon XX. yeares of ago ; and these two do lye with her euery 
niglit, and she lyeth in the middos : slie saytli that they be her chil- 
dren, that boteled be babes borne of such ahhominahle bellye. 

^ A WALKING MORT. Cap. 19. 

T llese walldngo Mortes bee not maryed : these for their vn- 
hai>pye yeares doth go as a Autem Morte, and wyll sayo their 
husbandcs died oythor at Nowhauen, Ireland, or in some Semico 
of the Prince. Those make laces vpon stauos, and purses, that they 
oary in their hands, and whyio vallance for heddes. Manyo of those 
hath haddo and hauo chyldron : when these get ought, either with 
b(?sgging, byohory, or brybery, as money or ax)X)artdl, they are t^nickly 
shaken out of all by the v])right men, that they are in a maruolous 
foaro to cary any thingo abouto them that is of any valuro. Whore 
fore, this pollicye they vse, they leauo their money now with one and 
then with a nother tmstyo housholdors, eyther with the good man or 
good wyfe, some tyme in one sMere, and then in another, as they 
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tranell : tliis taue I kiiowne,, iiij. or y. sliyllinges, yea x. .sliyl- 
linges, lefte in a place, and tlxe same 'wyll tlioy conio for agaiiic Ydili- 
in one quarter of a yeare, or some tynie not in lialfc a yearo ; and all 
this is to lytle purpose, for all tlicir jicuyslio [loat* iii, uu'Iq ])ollycy ; 
for when they hye them lynnen or garmeutse, it is taken awayo 
from them, and worsse geuen them, or none at all. 

V The last Sommer, Anno domini .15G(>, heing in familian^ 
talke with a walking Mort that came to niy gate, I leariu'd by lu‘r 
what I could, and I thought I had gathered as much for my ptirpost^ 
as I desired. I began to rehukc her for her lend lyfo and Ix^aslly 
hehauor, declaring to her what punishment was prepare h 1 and hcaipiai 
vp for her in the world to come for her fylihy lyuingo and vvn^tched 
conuersation. God helj[) 0 ,'’ quoth uliQ, ‘‘how should I lyuc'l none 
wyll take me into seruico; hut I labour in harucst time h<au‘sUy/^ 
“ I thinke but a whyle with honestio,’^ quoth I. “ Shall I i(‘ll you,’^ 
quoth she, “ the hest of ys all may ho amended ; but ycd, I iluink<^ 
god, I dyd one good dodo within this twelno monflxos.’* “ Whemnuf* 
quoth I, Sayth she, “I wouldo not hauo it spoken of agayn(\” 
“Yf it be m4ete and necessary,” quod J, “it shall lye Yiahn* niy 
feete.” “What meane you by that quoth she. “ I nuiain*,” cpanl 
I, “to hide the same, and nouer to discouer it to aay,’^ “Well,” 
quoth she, and began to laixgh as much as she could, an<l Hweart? by 
the masse that if I disclosed the same to any, wonhh^, muuH'iuortd 
tell me any thingo. “ The last somiiKU’,” q?/o/7^ slu^, “ I was greatn 
with chylde, and I trauoled into east kent by tln^ S(‘a contc*, I 
lusted meruelously after oysters and mtiskels'-*, ami gailu^red xnatiy, 
and in iho place whore I found them, I opened them and i.Iieni 
styll: at the last, in soking more, I reached after one, ami nUqd inin 
a hole, and fel in into the wast, axid their dyd Btyek^v ^nid I bad 
bene drowned if the tide had come, and osi)ying(x a man a gocnl waye 
of, I cried as much as I could for liclpe, I was alone, hn Iny^d 
me, and repaired as fast to me as he might, and linding me tluar i\wt 
stycking, I required for gods sake Ms helpo ; and wlu'ilnn* it mm with 
stryitinge and forcing my solfo out, or for ioyo I luul of bis from* 
minge to me, I had a great couUor in my face, and lokod real and well 
* Omitted in 157S. ^ 1% 
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coiillored. And, to "bo playne witli yon, liee lyked me so well (as lie 
sayd) tliat I slionld there lye styll, and I w’‘onld not graimt Mm, tkat 
lie miglit lye witli me. And, by my troiitb, I wist not wbat to 
answearo, I was in sncli a j^erploxite ; for I knew tlie man well : lie 
bad a very lionest woman to bis wyfe, and was of some weltb ; and, 
one tbe other syde, if I weare not bol|)e out, I sbould there bane 
perished, and I graiinted hym that I would obeye to bis wyll : then 
be plucked me out. And because there was no conuenient place nere 
bande, I required byni that I might go wasbe my selfe, and make me 
somewhat clenly, and I would come to his house and lodge all night 
in his barne, whether he mighte rcpaire to me, and accomplyshe hys 
desire, ^ but let it not be,’ quoth slie,^ ^ before nine of the clocke at 
nyghte [leaf 22 ] for then there wylbe small styrring. And I may re- 
paire to the towno,’ qjiolh she," ‘ to warme and drye my selfe ’ ; for 
this was about two of the clocke in the after none. ‘ Do so,* quoth 
lice ; for 1 must bo busie to looke onto my cattoll here by before I 
can come homo.* So I went awayo from liym, and glad was I.** 
And why so ?■ ** quoth I. Eccausc,*’ quoth she, his wyfe, my 
good dame, is my very fro cud, and I am much beholdingc to her. 
And she hath donno mo so much good or tliis, that I wearo lothnowe 
to liarmo her any wayo.” “Why,” quoth I, “what and it hadde 
b^iono any other man, and not your good dames husbanded’ “ The 
matter had bone the Icsso,” quoth sli6e. “Tell mo, I pray the,” 
quoth I, “ who was the father of thy chyldo ^ ** She siodyd a whylo, 
and sayde that it hadde a fitlier. “ But what was heoT* quoth 1. 
“ ISTowe, by my troutb, T knowc not,” quoth sheo; “you bryngo me 
out of my matter so, you do.” “ Well, sayo on,” quoth L “Then I 
doparte<l vstvayght to tlie towno, and came to my dames house, And 
shewed her of my mysfortuno, also of her husbands YsagG,*in all 
pointos, and that I showed luir tho same for good wyll, and bydo her 
take bettor h6odo to her hiiBbando, and to her selfe : so sh6e gauo me 
groat thankes, and made mo good ch6ero, and byd me in anyo case 
that I should be redye at the barne at that tyme and houre we had 
apoyntod ; ‘ for I knowe well,* quoth this good wyfe, ‘ my husband 
wyll not breako wyth tho. And one thingo I warned the, that thou 
* 7w, ed. 1573. “ I, od. 1573. ® warrant. B. 
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gene me a watclie worclo a loud -wlien. lieo goetli aLoiito to lunic 
j)leasuTe of tlie, and tliat sliall^ Toee fye, for sliamc, fyc/’ and 1 "vvyll 
bcc barde by you wytli bclpo. But I cliarge the lv(5cp(‘- tliyn S(‘(*r€‘-i 
vntyll all bee fynesod 3 and liolde/ saytbo tliy« good Avyfe, ^ liert* im 
one of my petieotes I gone tlioo.’ ^ I tliaiiko yon, good danit'/ 
quotb. I, ^and I warrante you I *vvyll boo ti'iie anti trnsfyo vnlo 
you.’ So my dame lefte me setiingo by a good fyro wiili ni(‘atti 
and drynke ; and wytb tbe oysters I brougbtc witb me, I baddt^ gn^ai^t 
cbeere : slice -wente strnygbt and repaired vnto ber gossypt‘s dvvt'lling 
tbere by ; and, as I dyd after vnderstando, sluj made Ju'r moiu^. iij 
tbem, wbat a naugbtye, levi’ed, lecberous biisbande sbec luuidt', anti 
liowe tbat sbe couldo not bane bys coni 2 )aiiyo for luirloU'.s, and that, 
sbe was in fcare to take some fyltby dyseaso of bym, Iitt wtjs so 
common a man, bauinge lytic rcspocie wbomc ha baxide to do with 
all ; ^ and,’ quotb sbe, ^nowe bere is one at my bonst^, a, pot ant woiiuui 
tbat goetb aboute tbe countrey tbat be woidde bauo batldtt in d(»e 
■witball; wherefore, good noygbboures and loninge gossypt's, as ytui 
loue me, and as you would baue belpo at niy band anoilit'r tymo, 
deuyse some remedy to make my busbaiul a gor>d man, fhrd I may 
lyuein some suerty without disease, and that bco ma.y sautt bis sou 1(5 
tbat God so derelye goaf f> 2 , backj bought.’ After shoe iKtdde toldt* lita* 
tale, they caste their persingo eyes all yponhor, but one stoiito. tlanut 
amongst tbe rest bad these wordes—^ As your paeicuit Ix'ariitgu' of 
troubles, your honest bebauiour among vs yotir m^yglihours, y«mr 
tender and pytiMl hart to the pooro of the parysli, doth motui vs to 
lament your case, so tbe vnsatiablo carnalito of your faitlud(‘ss (5 htts- 
bande doth instigate and styre vs to deuyse and iiuiont Home, Hpoetly 
redresse for your ease^ and the amendement of bys lyfe, Wbc^rcforc', 
this is my councell and you wyll b(5e adueriysod by me ; for'^ 1 sayo 
to you all, vnlesse it bo this good wyfo, who is cb 6 of\ 5 ly toti<dic‘d in 
tills matter, I baue the nexte cause ; for bee was in bamhs wytb mo 
not longe a goe, and companyo bad not bone present, wbi(;b was l^y 
a nieruelous cbaunco, be badde, I tbinko, forced mo. For oftmi }wa 
bath bene tempeniig^ with mo, and yet bauo I sbarpc^Iy Hayila hhn 

^ should. B. 3 1573 reads case » Omitted in 1578. 
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naye : ilicr('r<)ro, lei vs a»>soinl>le .^(‘crt'Lly into tlie place ^vlun'o hee 
liailic apiiyaied to ineoio iliys gyllot that at yoixr and lyrlcc 

prem^lyo in aonie corner iyll lieo be^yu to goe. alxaiie hin ImsinoH. 
And ilien me ilionpjlii I hardo yon sayc enen nowe tliai yon laid a 
watclic word, a,i wliitili word wo wyll all .sk^pforih, Ixang fine of vrf 
besydees yon, for you Hluilbe none Ixauuase it is your Inishande, lint 
g(3ito yoxi to 1)(al at your accnstoincd lioure. And wti wyll cary cKslie 
of vs^ good l)yr(‘lRm roddc in our lappes, and wo wdll all 1)0 niufleliHl 
ibr kiiowing, and so that you goo homo and acipiaynt that walking 
IMortc "with the niatio' ; hn* wo anust hano lien hel])o to hold, for 
alwaies fouro anust hold and two lay onod ^Alas P siiyth this good 
wyfo, ^ ho is to strength for you all. T would ho loth, for any sal<o 
you shoadd rctaiaiie- harim^ at his handed ^ fean^ you not/ ii^oik tbc^si^ 
stout wtumm, ^Ict hc*r not g<uio the wah'li word vuiyl his hos^ni lx? 
ahaut his l(‘ggos. And 1 ti’owo wc’s all wyllx? with him to bring 
Ixdbn^ h(*. shall hauo. Joacairo to phi<‘k(^ Ihem v]) agaiiu'd all 

with on voy(‘,o ag[rJ(Hl to tlu' nmtter, that th<^ way sh<‘ laid deuistxl was 
th(‘. host: so this go(xl wif<‘- repaired home; !)ui. hefon*. she d(*paried 
from her gossypes, she slnuved ih<uti at whut luairc^ ih(*y slauihl 
pnuiely ctomt^ in on i/n^ ha<‘ksid, wher<^ to iary tluu’r gt>od, (uir: 
HO hy ///o time nlm <vamo in, it was all ammi night, and hnuul ilie %valk<" 
ing Morte still setting hy the lyn*, and declarixl to her all this mnv 
demyse ahom^ sayd, which promivscxl faythfully to full lyll to hm* sinall 
powre as much us they hadde^ dcuiyw'd : within a, <|uuri<*r of* an <yum 
after, in c.on/nn^ih tlm gotxl man, who said iluti he was ahout his 
cath^lL Wliy, what haiu^ wo hen*, wyftg Kt‘ttin;< hy ila^ fyredi 
yf she hano eate. and dronlns send her into the hariie to her lodging 
f«ir this night, for she tnmlx^le.th ilu^ housed^ as you wyll 

huH]xujtd<‘.,” sayth his wyfo ; ‘\yon knowr* she (xunnu^lh oncx* in two 
ytux‘s into theH(Hi‘’«^£‘ <|unrierH. Awaye/^ uaytlu* ihls gfxxi wyfe, 
*M^o your hxlgingce^' Yes, good dann^/Asayth hhi\ fast as I 
cau:’^ thus, hy hiking one^ on tin*. o(hm\ etbie knewe others myndc, 
and so (I<*p«rtcxl to iuw conn*ly cameln* : the gfxxl tnnii of the hotiso 
shroilgo hym for I'oyt^, thlnkiiig to hyui stilfc, I wjll makfi Home |«i«« 
tyuu^ with jon auojue And calluig to his w^jfo ferr Iiyii soppetr, ««t 
* Ih inficrts a * mm, Ih 
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him downe, and was very plesant, and dranlie to Ms wyfe, and fell 
to Ms mammexings, and mounclied a pace, notMng vndexstanding of 
tlie ■bancq[net that^ was a preparing for Mm after sopper, and according 
to tlie pxonerloe, tliat swete meate wyll liaue sowre sawce : tMis, wlie^i 
lie was well refreslied, Ms sprietes being reuyued, entred into fami- 
Hare talke witb Ms wife, of many matters, bow well be bad spent 
that daye to both there proffytes, sayinge some of Ms cattelP were 
lyke to bane bene drowned in tbe dycbes, dryuinge others of bis 
neygbbonrs cattell out that were in Ms pastures, and mending bis 
fences that were broken downe. Thus profitably be bad consumed 
tbe daye, notbinge talking of Ms helping out of tbe walkinge Morte 
out of tbe myre, nether of Ms request nor yet of her ^ promisse. 
Thus feding her wit/i frendly fantacyes, consumed two boures and 
more. Then fayninge bowe bee would se in what case bis horse 
were in and bowe they were dressed, Eepaired couertly into tb© 
barne, where as Ms free[n]dlye foes lyrked preuely, vnlesse it were 
this manerly Morte, that comly couched on a bottell of straw©. 
‘‘What, are you come?” quot/i she; ‘‘by tbe masse, I would not 
for a bundretb pound that my dame should knowe that you were 
here, eytber any els of your bouse.” “bTo, I warrant tbe,” saytb 
tMs good man, “ they be all safe and fast ynongb at their wooike, 
and I wylbe at mine anon.” And laye downe by her, and stray gbt 
would baue bad to do WitA her. “ ]^ay, fye,” saytb she, “ I lyke 
not tMs order : if ye lye with me, you shall surely vntrus you and 
put downe your bosen, for that way is most easiest and best.” 
“ Sayest thou so 2 ” quoth be, “ now, by my troutb agred.” And 
when be bad vntrussed Mm self© and put downe, be began to assalt 
tbe vnsatiable^ fort “Why,” quoth she, that was with out shame, 
sauinge for her promes, “And are you not ashamed?” “neuer a 
wbyte,” saytb be, “ lye downe quickely.” “ ISTow, fye, for shame, 
fye,” saytb sMe a loude, wbycbe was tbe watobe word. At the 
wMcb word, these fyue furious, sturdy, muffeled gossypes fiynges 
oute, and takes sure bolde of tMs be trayed parson, sone ® pluckinge 
bis bosen downe lower, and byndinge tbe same fast about bis Mete ; 

* B. omits that ® B. inserts tJuct ® 1573 reads Ms 

* B, reads vnsanable^ or 'omaimble ® 1573 reads some 
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tlien Tbyndinge Ms liandes^ and knitting a hande diarclier akont Ms 
eyes, that lie skonlde not see ; and wlien tliey liad made hym sure 
and fast, Then they layd Mm one vntyll they weare windles. Ee 
good,” sayth this Morte, ^Wnto my inaister, for the passion of God,” 
[leaf 23, back] and layd on as fast as the rest, and styll seased not to 
crye vpon them to h^e metcyfiill vnto hym, and yet layde on a pace; 
and when they had well heaten hym, that the blond braste plenti- 
fallye oiite in most places, they let hym lye styll bounde. With 
this exhortation, that he shonlde from that tyme forth knowe Ms 
wyfe from other mens, and that this punishment was but a hebyfcing 
in respect of that which should followe, yf he amended not his 
manners. Thus leuynge hym blustering, blowing, and fominge for 
payne, and malyncolye that li6e neither might or coulde be reuenged 
of them, they vanyshed awaye, and hadde thys Morte with them, 
and safely conuayde her out of the towne : sone after cowimeth into 
the barne one of the good mans boyes, to fet some haye for his horse. 
And fyndinge his maister lyinge faste bounde and grcriouslye beaten 
with rodes, was sodenly abashed and woulde haue runno out agayne 
to haue called for helpe ; but his maister bed hym come ynto hym 
and vnbynd hym ; and make no wordes,” quoth he, of this. I 
wylbe reuenged well inoughe ; ” yet not with standiiigo, after better 
aduyse, the matter beinge vnhonest, he thought it meter to let the 
same passe, and, not, as the prouerbe saytho, to awake the sleping 
dogge. “ And, by my trouth,” quoth this walkinge Moite, I come 
nowe from that place, and was neuer there sythens this parte was 
playde, wMche is some what more then a yeare. And I here a very 
good reporte of hym now, that he loneth his wyfe well, and vseth 
hym selfe verye honestlye ; and was not this a good acte 1 nowe, howe 
saye you ^ It was pxetely handeled,” quoth I, and is here all h ” 
Yea,” quoth she^, ‘Gxere is the enda** 

IT A Doxe. Cap. 20. 

rriHese Doxes be broken and spoylod of their maydenhead by 
the vpright men, and then they haue their name of Doxes, 
and not afore. And afterwarde she is commen and indifferent for 
any that wyll vse her, as 7wmo is a commen name to all men. Such 
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as T^e fayre and some wliat handsome, kepe company with the walk- 
inge Mortes, and axe redye alwayes for the vpright men, and are 
cheifely mayntayned by them, for others shalbe spoyled for their 
sakes : the other, inferior, sort wyll resorte to noble mens places, and 
gentlemens houses, standing at the gate, eyther liirkinge on the 
backesyde about backe houses, eyther in hedge rowes, or some other 
thycket, expectinge their praye, -which is for the vneomely company 
of some curteous gest, of whome they be refreshed with meate and 
some money, where esehaunge is made, ware for ware : this bread 
and meate they vse to carrye in their iieaf 24] greate hosen ; so that 
these beastlye brybinge^ breeches seme manye tymes for bawdye pur- 
poses. I chaunced, not longe sithens, familiarly to commen with a 
Doxe that came to my gate, and surelye a pleasant harlot, and not so 
pleasant as wytty, and not so wytty as voyd of all grace and goodnes. 
I founde, by her talke, that sh4e hadde passed her tyme lewdlye 
eyghttene yeares in walkinge ahoute. I thoughte this a necessary 
instmment to attayne some knowledge hyj and before I wouldo 
grope her mynde, I made her both to eato and drynke well ; that 
done, I made her faythfull promisse to gene her some money, yf she 
would open and dyscouer to me such questions as I woulde demaundo 
of her, and neuer to bee wraye her, neither to disclose her name. 

And you shoulde/' sayth she, I were vndon : feare not that/' 
quoth I ; ^‘hut, I praye the,” quoth I, ^^say nothing hut trouth.” 

wyll not,” sayth shee. ^^Then, fyrste tell me,” quoth I, “how 
many vpright men and Boges dost thou knowe, or hast thou knowno 
and hyn conuersaunt with, and what their names he ? ” She paused 
a whyle, and sayd, “why do you aske me, or wherefore‘s” “For 
nothinge els,” as I sayde, “ hut that I woulde knowe them when 
they came to my gate.” “ hTowe, hy my trouth ” (quoth she) “ then 
are yea neuer the neare, for all myne acquayntaunoe, for the moste 
parte, are deade.” “ Dead 1 ” quoth I, “ howe dyed they, for wanto 
of cherishmge, or of paynefuIL diseases 1” Then she sighed, and 
sayde they were hanged. “What, alii” quoth I, “and so manye 
walke ahroade, as I dayelye see 1 ” “ By my trouth,” quoth she, “ I 


^ Ttrylyeringe, B. 
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knowe not paste six or senen by tbeir names/^ and named the same 
to me. When were they hanged ? ” quoth I. Some senen yeares 
a gone, some three yeares, and some w^t7^in this fortnight,” and de- 
clared the place where they weare executed, which I knewe well to 
bee true, by the report of others. Why ” (quoth I) dyd not this 
sorrowfuR and fearefull sight much greue the, and for thy tyme longe 
and eiiyU spent ? ” “I was sory,” quoth shee, by the Masse ; for 
some of them were good louing men. For I lackt not when they 
had it, and they wanted not when I had it, and diners of them I 
neuer dyd forsake, vntyR the Gallowes departed vs.” 0, mercyfall 
God ! ” quoth I, and began to blesse me. Wliy blesse ye ? ” quoth 
she. Alas ! good gentleman, euery one muste haue a lyuinge.” 
Other matters I talked of; but this nowe maye suflEice to shewe 
the Reader, as it weare in a glasse, the bolde beastly lyfe of these 
Doxes. For suche as hath gone anye tyme abroade, wyll neuer for- 
sake their trade, to dye therefore. I haue hadde good profe thereof. 
There is one, a notorious harlot, of this affinitye, caUed Besse 
Bottomelye ; she hath but one hande, and she hath murthered two 
chRdren at the least. 


[leaf 21, back] IT A Dell. Cap. 21. 

A Dell is a yonge wenche, able for generation, and not yet 
knowen or broken by the vpright man. These go abroade 
yong, eyther by the death of their parentes, and no bodye to 
looke vnto them, or els by some sharpe mystres that they 
seme, do mnne away out of soruice ; eyther she is naturally borne 
one, and then she is a wyld DeU : these are broken verye yonge ; 
when they haue beene lyen with aU by the vpright man, then they 
be Boxes, and no Dels. These wyldo dels, beinge traded vp with 
their monstrous mothers, must of necessytie be as euill, or worsso, 
then their parents, for neither we gather grapes from gr^eno bryars, 
neither fygs from Thystels. But such buds, such blosoms, such 
euyll sede sowen, wel worsse beinge growen. 
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IT A Kynchik Moete. Cap. 22, 

A K3aicMiig Motte is a lytle Gyxle : tlie Mortes tlieir motliers 
cames them at their hackes in their slates, whiche is their 
shetes, and hryngs them vp sauagely^, tyll they growe to he 
rype, and soone rype, soone rotten. 

IT A Ktnchen Co. Cap. 23. 

A Kynchen Co is a young hoye, traden vp to suche peuishe pnr- 
poses as you haue harde of other young ympes before, that 
when he groweth vnto yeres, he is better to hang then to drawe 
forth. 

V Their vsage in the night. Cap. 2L 

Hjll “T" Ow I thihke it not unnecessary to make the Reader vnder- 
% stand how and in what maner they lodge a nights in barnes 
1 m backe houses, and of their vsage there, for asmuch as I 
I ^ haue acquaynted them with their order and practises a day 
Jl. 1 times. The arche and chiefe walkers that hath walked a 
long time, whose experience is great, because of their continuinge 
practise, I meane all Mortes and Doxes, for their handsomnes and 
diligence for making of their couches. The men neuer trouble them 
selues with fJiat thing, hut takes the same to he the dutye of the 
wyfe. And she shuffels vp a quayntitye of strawe or hayo into 
some pretye earner of the harne (leaf 25] where she maye conue- 
nientlye lye, and well shakethe the same, makinge the heade some 
what hye, and dryues the same vpon the sydes and fete lyke abed : 
then she layeth her wallet, or some other lytle pack of ragges or 
scrype Tndex her heade in the strawe, to beare vp the same, and 
layethe her petycote or cloke vpon and ouer the strawe, so made lyke 
a bedde, and that serueth for the blancket. Then she layotli her 
slate, which is her sheete, vpon that ; and she haue no sh^oto, as 
fewe of them goe without, then she spreddeth some largo cloutcs or 
rags ouer the same, and maketh her ready, and layeth her drousclyo 
do^vne. Many wyll plucke of their smockes, and laye the same vpon 
them in stede of their vpper sheete, and all her other polto and 

^ B. reads safely 
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traslie ypoii lier also ; and many lyetli in tlieir smockes. And if tke 
rest of her clothes in colde weather he not sufficient to kepe her 
•warme, then she taketh strawe or haye to performe the matter. The 
other sorte, that hane not slates, hut toumhle downe and couclie a 
hogshead in their clothes, these hee styll lousye, and shall neuer he 
with out vermyn, vnlesse they put of theire clothes, and lye as is a 
houe sayde. If the Tpright man come in where they lye, he hath 
his choyse, and crexDeth in close hy his Doxe ; the Boge hath his 
leanings. If the Morts or Doxes lye or he lodged in some Farmers 
harne, and the dore he ether locked or made fast to them, then wyl 
not the vpright man presse to come in, Vnles it he in harnes and 
oute houses standinge alone, or some distance from houses, which he 
commonly knowne to them, As saint Qointens, three Cranes of the 
vintrey, Saynt Tyhhes, and Elnapsheiy. These foure he with in one 
myle compasse neare vnto London. Then haue you iiij. more in 
Middlesex, drawe the pudding out of the fyre in Harrow on the hyll 
XDarish, tliQ Crose Keyes in Cranford ^ parish, Saynt lulyans in 
Thystell worth parish, the house of pyty in Korthhall j)arysh. These 
are their chiefe houses neare about London, where commonly they 
resorte vnto for Lodginge, and maye repaire thother freelyo at all 
tymes. Sometyme shall come in some Logo, some pyckinge knauo, 
a nymhle Prygge ; lie walketh in softly a nightes, when they ho at 
their rest, and plucketh of as many garmentes as he ought worth that 
he maye come hy, and worth money, and mayo easely cary the same, 
and runneth a waye with the same with great scleritye, and makcth 
porte sale at some conuenient place of theirs, that some he so one 
ready in the morning, for want of their Casters and Togemaws. 
Wliore in steede of hlessingo is cursing ; in place of praying, postelcnt 
prating with odious othes and terrihlo threatningos. The Yx^right 
men haue geuen all these nycke names to the places ahoi x sayde. 
y[e]t haue cioaf 25 , back] wo two notable j)lacos in Kent, not fare 
from London : the one is bctwcno Dotforde and Bothered, called the 
Kynges harne, standing alone, that they haunt commonly ; the other 
is Ketbroke, standinge hy hlacko heath, halfe a myle from anye 
house. There wyll they holdlye drawe the latche of the doorc, and 

* 1573 reads Orayford. 
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go in wlieii the good man witli hys famyly he at supper, and syt 
downe without leaue, and eate and drinke with them, and either lye 
in the hall hy the fyre all night, or in the harne, if there he no rome 
in the house for them. If the doore he eyther holted ox lockt, if it 
he not opened vnto them when they wyl, they wyl break© the same 
open to his farther cost. And in this harne sometyme do lye xl, 
vpiight men with their Dozes together at one time. And this must 
the poore Darmer suffer, or els they threaten him to burn© him, and 
all that he hath. 


THE HAMES OF THE YPBIGHT MEKT, EOGES, AISTD 
PALLYARDS. 


TTEre followeth the Turulye rahlement of rascals, and the mosto 
notoryous and wyckedst walkers that are lyuinge no we at this 
present, with their true names as they he called and known© hy. 
And although I set and place here hut thre orders, yet, good Eeader, 
Ynderstand that all the others ahoue named are deriued and come 
ont from the vpright men and Eoges. Concerning the number of 
Mortes and Doxes, it is snperffnons to wryte of them. I could well 
haue don it, hut the number of them is great, and woulde aske a 
large volume. 

IT Hpbight Men. 


A. 1 

Antony Heymer. 
Antony lackeson. 

B. 

Burfet. 

Bryan medcalfe. 

C. 

Core the Cuckold. 
Chrystouer Cooke. 


D, 

Dowzahell skylfull 
fence, 

Dauid Coke. 

Dycke Glouer. 
Dycke Ahrystowe. 
Dauid Edwardes. 
Dauid Holand, 
Dauid lones. 


E. 

in Edmund Dun, a sing- 
ing man. 

Edward Skiner, aims 
Hed Skinner. 

Edward Browne, 

F. 

Follentine Hylles. 
Fardinando angolL 
Fraunces Dawghton. 


* The arrangement in Bodley ed. is not alphahetioal. 
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G. 

GryfEn. 

Great lolin Graye. 
George Marrinar. 
George HutcMnson. 

H. 

Hary Hylles, alias 
Harry godepar. 

Peaf 26] Harry Agglyn- 
tine, 

Harry Smytli, lie 
driueleth. wlle?^ he 
speaketli. 

Harry lonson. 

L 

lames Barnard, 
lohn Myllar. 
lolin Walcliman. 
lohn lones. 
lohn Teddar. 
lohn Braye. 
lohn Cutter, 
lohn Bell, 
lohn Stephens, 
lohn Graye. 
lohn Whyte, 
lohn Bewe, 
lohn Mores. 

John a Farnando. 
lohn Hewman. 

lohn Wyn, alias Wyl- 
liams. 

lohn a Pycons. 
lohn Tomas, 
lohn Arter. 
lohn Palmer, alias Tod. 


lohn Geffrey, 
lohn Goddard, 
lohn Graye the lytle. 
lohn Graye the great. 

John Wylliams the 
Longer. 

lohn Horwood, a maker 
of wels j he wyll take 
halfe his bargayne 
in hand, and when 
hee hath wrought 
ii. or iii. daies, he 
runneth away wdth 
his earnest. 

lohn Peter, 
lohn Porter, 
lohn Appowes. 
lohn Arter. 
lohn Bates, 
lohn Comes, 

lohn Chyles, alias 
great Chyles. 

lohn Leuet ; he maketh 
tappes and fausets. 

lohn Louedall, a mais- 
ter of fence. 

lohn Louedale. 
lohn Mekes. 
lohn Appowell. 
lohn Chappell, 
lohn Gryffen. 
lohn Mason. 

lohn Humfrey, with 
the lame hand. 

lohn Stradling, with 
tlie shaking Ixoad. 

lohn Franke. 
lohn Baker, 
lohn Bascafeld. 


K. 

L. 

Lennard lust. 

Long Greene. 
Laurence Ladd. 
Laurence Marshall. 

M. 

K 

Hicolas Wilson. 

Hed Barington. 

Hed Wetherdon. 

Hed holmes. 

O. 

P. 

PhyUype Greene. 

Q. 

E. 

Hobart Grauener. 
Hobart Gerse. 

Hobart Xynge. 

Hobart Egerton. 

Hobart Bell, brother 
to lohn Bell. 

Hobart Maple. 

Hobart Langton. 
Hobyn Bell. 

Hobyn Toppe. 

Hobart Brownsw^erd, 
ho werith his here 
long. 

Hobart Curtes. 
Hychard Brymmysh. 
Hychard lustyce. 
Hychard Barton. 
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Bycliard Constaiice. 
Eycliard Tliomas. 
Bycliaxd Cadman. 
Byclxard Seategood. 
Bycliaxd Apryce. 

By chard Walker. 
Eycliard Coper. 

S. 

SteuerL UsTenet. 

T. 

Thomas Bulloke, [leaf 

26 , back] 

Thomas Cutter. 
Thomas Garret, 
Thomas Newton. 
Thomas Web. 

A. 

Arche Dowglas, a Scot. 

B. 

Blacke Bycke. 

C. 

D. 

Bycke Burram. 

Baidd Bew neiiet, a 
counterfet Cranke. 

E. 

Edward EUjs, 

Edward Anseley, 

F. 


Thomas Graye, his toes 
be gonne. 

Tom Bodel. 

Thomas Wast. 

Thomas Bawso?^ alias 
Thomas lacklin. 

Thomas Basset. 
Thomas Marchant. 
Thomas Web. 

Thomas Awefeld. 
Thomas Gybbins. 
Thomas Lacon. 
Thomas Bate. 

Thomas Allen. 

W 

W. 

Welarayd Bichaxd. 

Boges. 

G. 

George Belberby. 
Goodman. 

Gerard Gybbin, a coun- 
terfet Cranke. 

H. 

Hary Walles, with the 
lytle mouth. 

Humfrey ward. 

Harry Mason. 

I. 

lohn Warren. 

lohn Bonne, with one 
legge. 


Wylliam Chamborne. 
Wylliam PanneU. 
Wylliam Morgan. 
Wylliam Belson. 
Wylliam Ebes. 
Wylliam Garret. 
Wylliam Bobynson. 
Wylliam Vmberuile. 
Wylliam Bauids. 
Wyll Pen. 

Wylliam lones. 

Wyll Powell. 

Wylliam Clarke. 
Water Wixall. 
Wylliam Browne. 
Water Martyne.^ 
Wylliam Grace. 
Wylliam Pyckering. 

lohn Els on. 

lohn Baynoles, Irysh 
man. 

lohn Harrys. 

lames Monkaster, a 
counterfet Cranke. 

lohn Bewe. 

John Crew, with one 
arme. 

lohn Browne, great 
stamerar, 

L. 

Lytle Bycke. 

Lytle Bobyn. 

Lambart Eose. 


* Omitted in 1673 edit. 
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M. 

M ore, l3nmt in tlie 
hand.^ 

N'icliolas Adames, a 
great stamerar.^ 

ISfycliolas Crispyn. 

[N’ycliolas Elnnt alias 
JSTycliolas Gennings, 
a connterfet Cranke. 

ITyekolas Lyncli. 

E. 

Rycliard Erewton. 

Eyckard Horwod, well 
iiere Ixxx. yeares 
olde ; lie wyll byte 
a vi. peny nayle a 


sonder 'with liis 
teetli, and a bawdye 
[leaf 27] dronkard. 

Eichard Crane ; lie 
carieth a Kynoline 
Co at his backe. 

Eychard lones. 

Eaffe Ketley. 

Eobert Harrison. 

S. 

Simon K^mge. 

T. 

Thomas Paske. 

^Thomas Eere. 

Tliomas Shawnean, 
Irish man. 


Thomas Smith, with 
the skald skyii.^ 

■w. 

Wylliam Carew. 
Wylliam wastfield. 
Wylson. 

Wylliam Gynkes, with 
a %vhyte bearde, a 
lusty and stronge 
man ; he rimnetli 
about the conntrey 
to seeke worke, with 
a byg boy, his sonne 
carying his toles as 
a dawber or plays- 
terer, but ly tie worke 
semeth him. 


IT PALLYARDS. 


B. 

Eashford. 

D. 

Dycke Sehan Irish. 

Haiiid Powell. 

Hauid lones, a coun- 
terfet Crank. 

E. 

Edward Hey ward, hath 
his Morte following 
him, which fainod 
the Cranke. 


Edward Lewes, a dum- 
merer. 

H. 

Hugh lones. 

I. 

lohn Perse/ a counter- 
fet Cranke. 

lohn dauids. 

lohn Hanison. 

lohn Carew. 

lames Lane, with one 
eye, Irish. 


lohn Eysher. 

lohn Dewe. 

lohn Gylford, Irish, 
with a coimterfet 
lisence. 

L. 

Laurence with the 
great leggo. 

Hycholas Hewton, cari- 
eth a fained lisence. 

Hioholas Decaso. 


* Omitted in 1573 ed. ^ Last three words omitted in 1573 ed. 

® The 1573 ed. arranges those names in the following order :■ — 
Thomas Beero. 

Irish man. 

Thomas Smith with the 
skalde skin, 

Thomas Shawneam, 

^ The 1573 ed. reads Persh 

6 
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p. Eicliard Thomas. 


Prestoue. 


E. 

Eobart Lackley. 
Eobaxt Canloke. 


S. 

Soth gard. 
Swanders, 


Eichaxd Hylton, cary- 
eth ii. Kynchen 
mortes about him. Thomas Edwards. 


Thomas Daiiids. 
'Wylliam Thomas. 

Wylliam Coper with 
i e Harelyp. 

Wyll Petty t,"^t5eareth a 
Hindi e?z mort at his 
back. 

Wylliam Eowmer. 


There is abone an hundreth of Irish men and women that wander 
about to begge for their lyning, that hath come oner within these two 
yeares. They saye the[y] hane beene burned and spoyled by the 
Earle of Desmond, and report well of the Earle of Vrmond. 

^ All these aboue wryten for the most part walke about Essex, 
Myddlesex, Sussex, Surrey, and Kent. Then let the reader iudgo 
what number walkes in other Shieres, I feare me to great a number, 
if they be well vnderstande. 


[leaf 27, back] ^Here followyth their pelting speche.^ 

f Ere I set before the good Eeader the lend, lousey language of 
these lewtering Lushes and lasy Lorrels, where with they 
bye and sell the common people as they pas through the 
countrey. Whych language they terme Peddelars Erenche, 
a vnknowen toung onely, but to these bold, beastly, bawdy 
Beggers, and vaine Tacabondes, being halfe myngled with 
Englyshe, when it is famyliarlye talked, and fyrste placinge thingos 
by their proper names as an Introduction to this peuyshe spcocho. 


Hab, 

a pratling cbete, 

quaromes, 

a head. 

a tounge. 

a body. 

Habchet, 

Crashing chetes. 

prat, 

a hat or cap. 

t^eth. 

a huttooke. 

Grlasyexs, 

Hearing chetes, 

stampes, 

eyes. 

eares. 

legges. 

a smelling chete, 

fambles, 

a caster. 

a nose. 

handes. 

a cloke. 

gan, 

a fambling chete, 

a togeman, 

a mouth. 

a rynge on thy hand. 

a cote. 


B. omits. 
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commission, 
a shierte, 

drawers, 

hosen. 

stampers, 

sliooes. 

a moiling cliete, 
a napkyn. 

a belly cbete, 
an apern. 

dudes, 

clotlies. 

a lag of dudes, 
a buoke of clothes, 

a slate or slates, 
a sheete or shetes. 

lybbege, 
a bed, 

bunge, 
a pnrsse. 

lowre, 

monye. 

mynt, 

golde. 

a bord, 
a shylling. 

balfe a borde, 
sixe pence. 

flagg, 
a groate, 

a wyn, 
a penny. 

a make, 
a halfepeny. 

bowse, 

drynke. 

bene, 

good. 

bensbyp, 
very good. 


quier, 

nought. 

a gage, 
a quarte pot. 

a skew, 
a cuppe. 

pannam,^ 

bread. 

cassan, 

cheese. 

yaram,^ 
my Ike. 

lap, 

butter milke or whey. 

£leaf283 pek, 
meate. 

poppelars, 

porrage. 

ruff pek, 
baken. 

a grunting chete or a 
patricos kynchen, 
apyg. 

a cakling cbete, 
a cocke or capon, 

a margery prater, 
a hen. 

a E»oger or tyb of tbe 
bubtery, 
a Goose. 

a qualdnge cbete or a 
red sbanke, 
a drake or ducke. 

grannam, 

corno. 

a lowbinge cbete, 
a Cowe, 

a bletingo cbete, 
a oalfe or sh^epe. 


a prauncer, 
a horse. 

autem, 
a church. 

Salomon, 
a alter or masse, 

patrico, 
a priest, 

nosegent, 
a Nunne. 

a gybe, 
a writinge, 

a larke, 
a seale. 

a ken, 
a house. 

a staulinge ken, 
a house that wyll re- 
ceaue stolen ware. 

a bousing ken, 
a ale house. 

a Lypken, 
a house to lye in. 

a Lybbege, 
a bedde, 

glymmar, 

fyre. 

E-ome bouse, 
wyne. 

lage, 

water. 

a skypper, 
a barne. 

strommell, 

strawe. 

a gentry cofes ke7^, 

A noble or gentlemans 
house. 

a gygg®^? 

a doore. 


* The 1573 ed. reads Yannam 
B. reads yarmn. The 157B ed, reads Pamm 
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‘bufe, 

the lightmans, 
tRe daye. 

the darkeauans, 
the nyght. 

Home vyle, 

London. 

dewse a Tjle, 
the oonntrey. 

Home mort, 
the Queue. 

a gently cofe, 
a nohle or gentlema?^. 

a gentry morte, 

A noble or gentle woman. 

the qnyer 
the lusticer of peace. 

the harman heck, 
the Counstable. 

the harmans, 
the stockes. 

Quyertyn, 

a pryson house. 

Qnier crampringes, 
boltes or fetters. 

tryninge, 

hanginge. 

chattes, 
the gallowes. 


the hygh pad, 
the hygh waye. 

the ruffmans, 
the wodes or bushes. 

a smellinge chete, 
a garden or orchard. 

crassinge chetes, 
apels, peares, or anye 
other frute. 

to fylche, to beate, to 
stryke, to robbe.^ 

to nyp a bonng, 
to cut a pursse. 

To skower the cramp- 
rings, [leaf 28 , back] 
to weare boltes or fetters. 

to hene a hough, 
to robbe or rifle a boew- 
eth. 

to cly the gerke, 
to be whypped, 

to cntte henle,^ 
to speake gently. 

to cutte hene whydds, 
to speake or gene good 
wordes. 

to cntte qnyrewhyddes, 
to geue euell wordes or 
euell language. 

to cntte, 
to saye. 


to towre, 
to see. 

to howse, 
to drynke. 

to maunde, 
to aske or requyre. 

to stall, 

to make or ordaine. 

to cante, 
to speake. 

to myll a ken, 
to robbe a house. 

to prygge, 

to lyde. 

to dnp the gyger, 
to open the doore. 

to conch a hogshead, 
to lye downo and sl(jei) 0 . 

to nygle, 

to bane to do with a 
woman carnally. 

stow yon, 

holdo your peace. 

hynge a waste, 
go you hence. 

to the rufEan, 
to tlie deuell. 

the ruflBan cly the, 
the dcuyll take thee. 


IF The vpright Cofe canteth to the Eoge.^ 

.The Tpright man speaketh to the Boge. 

VPBIGHTMAN.^ 

Hene Lightmans to thy qnarromes, in what lipken hast then 
in this darkemans, whether in a lyhhege or in the strimniiell 1 

* omtyn. B. 

® Bor these two lines printed in small type, the 1573 edition roads, 

To fylche 
to robbe 
^ Moger. B. 


heme, B. 


mcm, B. 
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God morrowe to thy "body, in what house hast thon lyne in, all night, 
whether in a bed, or in the strawe ? 


ROGE. 

I couched a hogshead in a Shypper this darkemans. 

I layd ‘ me downe to sleepe in a barne this night. 

VPRIGHT MAN.^ 

I towre the strummel trine vpon thy nahchet^ and Tognian. 

I see the strawe hang vpon thy cap and coate. 

ROGE. 

I saye by the Salomon I will lage it of with a gage of beneboiise ; 
then cut to my nose watch. 

I sweare by the masse \ I wall washe it of with a quart of good drynke ; 
[leaf 2935 then saye to me what thou wylt. 

Man. Why, hast thou any lowre in thy bonge to bouse 1 
Wliy, hast thou any money in thy purse to drinke ? 

Eogb. But a flagge, a wyn, and a make. 

But a grot, a penny, and a halfe penny. 

Man. Why, where is the kene that hath the bene bouse? 
where is the house that hath good drinke ? 

Boqe. a bene mort hereby at the signo of the prauncer. 

A good wyfe here by at the signo of the hors. 

Man. I cixtt it is quyer buose, I bousd a flagge the laste dark 
mans. 

I sa^'^e it is small and naughiye diynke. I dranke a groate there 
the last night, 

Eoge. But bouse there a bord, and thou shalt haue beneship. 

But drinke there a shyllinge, and thou shalt haue very good. 

Tower ye yander is the kene, dup the gyggcr, and maund that is 
bene shyp. 

So you, yonder is the house, open the dooro, and asko for the boat. 

^ B. ® B. omits ® nabeJbOs. B. 

^ masst, B. ® This leaf is supplied in MS. in Mr Huth’s edition* 
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Majs*. THs iDouse is as bensliyp^ as rome bouse. 

This drinke is as good as wyne. 

How I tower that bene bouse makes nase nabes. 

How I se that good drinke makes a dronken heade. 

Maunde of this morte what bene pecke is in her ken. 

Aske of this wyfe what good meate shee hath in her house. 

Eoge. She hath a Cacling chete, a grunting chete, ruif Pecke, 
cassan, and popplarr of yarum. 

She hath a hen, a pyg, baken, chese and my Ike porrage, 

Man. That is beneshyp to our watche. 

That is very good for vs. 

How we haue well bousd, let vs strike some chete. 

Howe we haue well dronke, let us steale some thinge. 

Yonder dweUeth a quyere cuffen, it were beneship to my 11 hym. 

Yonder dwelleth a hoggeshe and ohoyrlyshe man, it were very well donne 
to robbe him. 

Eoge. Howe bynge we a waste to the hygh pad, the ruh manes 

is Ijy. 

Naye, let vs go hence to the hygh waye, the wodes is at hand. 

Man. So may we happen on the Harman es, and cly the Tarico, 
or to the quyerken and skower quyaer cramprings, and so to tryning 
on the chates. 

[leaf 29, bade] So we maye ohaunce to set in the stockes, eyther be wliyppecl, 
eyther had to prison house, and there be shackled with bolttes and fo tiers, and 
then to hange on the gallowes. 

G-erry gan, the ruffian dye thee. 

A torde in thy mouth, the deuyll take thee. 

Man. What, stowe your bene, cofe, and cut benat whydds, and 
byng we to rome vyle, to nyp a bong ; so shall we haue lowro for the 
bousing ken, and when we byng back to the deuseauyel, we wyll 
fylche some duddes of the Euffemans, or myll the ken for a laggo of 
dudes. 

What, holde your peace, good fellowe, and speake better wordea, and go 
we to London, to out a purse ; then ^al we haue money for the ale house, and 


* good in the 1573 ed. 
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when wee come backe agayne into the country, wee wyU steale some lynnen 
clothes of one^ hedges, or rohbe some house for a bucke of clothes. 

^ By this lytle ye maye holy and fully ynderstande their vntowarde 
talke and pelting speache, mynglede without measure 3 and as they 
hane hegonne of late to deuyse some new termes for certien thinges, 
so wyll they in tyme alter this, and denyse as enyll or woisse. This 
language nowe heinge knowen and spied ahroade, yet one thinge 
more I wyll ad vnto, not meaninge to Englyshe the same, because I 
learned the same^ of a shameles Doxe, but for the phrase of speche 
I set it forth onely. 

There was a proude patrico and a nosegent, he tooke his lockam 
in his famble, and a wappinge he went, he dokte the Dell, hee pryge 
to praunce, he byngd a waste into the darke mans, he fylcht the 
Cofe, with out any fylch man. 

f Hyle this second Impression was in printings, it fortuned 
that ISTycholas Blunte, who called hym selfe IsTy cholan 
Gennyns, a counterefet Cranke, that is spoken of in this 
booke, was fonde begging in the whyte fryers on New© yeares day 
last past, Anno domini .1567, and commytted vnto a offescer, who 
caried hym vnto the depetye of the ward, which cowmytted hym 
vnto the counter ; and as the counstable and a nother would haue 
caried hym thether, This counterfet Cranke ran awaye, but one 
lyghter of fote then the other ouer toke hym, and so leading him 
to the counter, where he remayned three days, and from thence to 
Brydewell, where before the maister® he had his dysgysed apareU 
put vpon hym, which was monstrous to beholde, And after stode in 
Chepesyde Yrith the same apparil on a scafold.^ 

A Stockes to staye sure, and safely detayne, De^f^oj 

Lasy lewd Leutterers, that lawes do offend, 

Impudent persons, thus punished with payne, 

Hardlyo for all this, do moane to amende. 

' The 1573 ed. has some 

® Instead of **the same,” the 1573 ed. reads that 
® maisters, B. 

^ This pai'agraph is omitted in the ed, of 1573 ; but see note, ante^ p, 56. 
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Fetters or shackles serue to make fast, 

Male malefactoxirs, that on myschiefe do muse, 
Yntyll the learned lawes do quite or do oast. 
Such suttile searchers, as all euyll do ysg. 
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[ A wliyp is a wliysker, that wyll wrest out blood, cif sorbic] 
[ Of backe and of body, beaten right well. 

Of all the other it doth the most good. 

Experience techeth, and they can well tell. 



if O dolefull dayo ! nowe death draweth nere, 
Hys bytter styng doth poarce me to the harte. 
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piieoMJj, pla^,*^,.®" *'• ‘“«>, 

J:'^^i>eiit, no^Ye nr^^tr^ 

P^aye you for roe. 



‘“'”«“on.<,lt,^,“»“‘<^ 

■ ""“"eiLiad"’ 

! aJso tho 

^ood-out 
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Thus I conclude my holde Beggars booke, 

That all estates most playnely maye see, 

As in a glasse well poUyshed to looke, 

Their double demeaner in eche degree. 

Their lyues, their language, their names as they be, 
That with this warning their myndes may be warmed, 
To amend their mysdeedes, and so lyue vnharmed. 


FINIS. 


^ Imprinted at London, in Tletestrete, at the signe of the Faulcon 
by "Wylliam gryffith. Anno Domni. 1567.^ 

^ B. adds ‘the eight of January’. (This would make the year 1568 accord-' 
ing to the modern reckoning. Harman’s ‘New Yeares day last past, Anno 
domini 1567 ’, p. 86, must also be lo6|.) 
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\Lansdowne MS, 98, leaf 210.] 

A sermoa made “by Parson Hal)en vppon a mold liill at Hartely 
Eow,^ at the Comatindment of -vij. theves, whoe, after they had 
rohhed him, Comannded Mm to Preache before them. 

I Marvell that enerye man will seme to dispraise theverye, and 
thinke the doers thereof worthy e of Death, when it is a thinge that 
Cometh nere vnto vertve, and is vsed of all men, of all sorter and in 
all countryes, and soe comannded and allowed of god himsolfc ; 
which tMnge, because I cannot soe sapiently shewe vnto you a soe 
shorte a tyme and in soe shorte a place, I shall desire you, gentle 
theves, to take in good parte this thinge that at this tyme Cometh 
to minde, not misdoubtinge but you of jour good knowledge arc 
able to ad more vnto the same then this which I at this tyme shall 
shewe vnto you. j03rst, fortitude and stoutnes, Courage, and boldnos 
of stomacke, is Compted of some a vertue ; which beinge graunted, 
Whoe is he then that will not ludge theves vertuous, most stouto, 
most haxdye % I most, withoute feare. As for stealingo, that is a 
thinge vsuaE : — ^whoe stealeth not? ffor not only you that haxie 
besett me, but many other in many places. Men, Woemon, and 
Children, Eiche and poore, are dailye of that facultye, As the hange 

^ MS Hew. Hartley Eow is on the South-Western road past Bagshot. 
The stretch of flat land there was the galloping place for coaches that had to 
make up time. 
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[MS. Cott. Ve^. A XXV. Z^a/53.] 

A sermon) of pa?’soii HylDerdyne wZ^zcli he made att the C07?2mande- 
mente of certen theves, after thay had Robbed hym, besyde^ 
hartlerowe, in. hamshyer, in the felde^, ther standings vpo?^ a 
hyli: where as a wynde myll had bene, in the presens of the 
theves that robbed hy??Zj as followitho: 

the sermon as followethe 

I greatly merveft tJiat any man wytt p?*esxime to dysprase 
theverie, a?id thynke the dooere^ therof to be woorthy of deathe, con- 
syderinge itt is a thynge that cwnithe nere vnto vertue, beinge vscd 
of many in ali contries, And commendid and allowed of god hym 
selfe ; the w/zfch things, by-canse I cannot compendiously shew vnto 
yow at soo shorte a warnynge and in soo sharps a wether, I shaft 
desyer yow, gentle audiens of theves, to take in good parte thes 
thyng<3s that at thys tyme cuw^ythe to my mynde, not mysdowtyngo 
but that yow of yowre good knowledge are able to add mutch more 
vnto ytt thew this w7wch I shaft nowe vtter vnto yow. ffyi'st^ forti- 
tude, and stowtnes of corage, and also bowldnes of minde, is com- 
mendyd of su?7ie men to bo a vertue ; w/wch, beinge grawnted, who 
is yt then that wyft not iudge theves to bo v^3rtusod ^ for thay be of 
aft men moste stowte and hardy, and moste w?*t7iowte feare; for 
thevery is a thynge moste vsuaft emonge aft men, for not only yow 
that be here pr^sonte, but many other in dyu^rso plac^, bothe men 
and women and chyldren, r 3 rtche and poore, are dayly of thys facultye, 
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man of Tiborne can testifye. That it is allowed of god himselfe, it 
is enident in many storyes of the ScriiDtnres. And if you liste to 
looke in the whole Course of the hihle, you shall finde that tlieves 
haue bin belovid of god , ffor lacobe, when he Came oute of Meso- 
potomia, did steale his vncles lambes ; the same lacobe stale his 
brother Esawes blessinge ; and that god saide, ‘‘ I haue chosen lacob 
and refused Esawe.” The Children of Isarell, when they came 
oute of Egippe, didd steale the Egippsians lewells and ringer?, and 
god comaunded the[m] soe to doe. David^ in the dayes of Aheme- 
l[e]ch the preiste, came into the temple and stole awaye the she we 
bread ; And yet god saide, ‘Hhis is a man accordinge to myno owno 
harte.” Alsoe Christe himsellfe, when he was here vppon earth, did 
take an asse, a Colte, which was none of his owne. And you knowo 
that god saide, this is my now? 2 e sone, in whome I delighte.” 

Thus maye you see that most of all god delighteth in thoves. I 
marveU, therefore, that men can despise your lives, when that you 
are in all poynts almost like vnto Christe ; for Christ hade noe dwell- 
inge place, — ^noe more haue you. Christe, therefore, at the laste, was 
laide waite for in all places, — and soe are you. Christe alsoe at the 
laste was called for, — and soe shall you be. He was condemned, — 
soe shall you be. Christe was hanged, — soe shall you be. Ho de- 
scended into hell, — so shall you. But in one pointe you differ. Ho 
assendid into heaven, — soe shall you never, without gods niorcyo, 
Which god graunte for his mercyes sake 1 Toe whome, with the somm 
and the holye goste, he all honour and glory for euer and euer. 
Amen I 

After this good sermon ended, which Edefiod thorn soe 
miiche, Theye hadd soe muche Compassion oxi him, That 
they gave him all his mony agayne, and vij s more for 
his sermon. 
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as the liangmaiL of tytoorne can testyfye : and that yt is allowed of 
god hym selfe, as it is enydente in many storayes of [the] sciiptnre^ ; 
for yf yow looke in the hole cowrse of the hyhle, yow shall fynde 
that theves hane Tbene beloned of gode ; for lacohe, whan he came 
owte of Mesopotamia, dyd steale his vncle lahanes kyddes ; the same 
lacobe also dyd steale his hrothe[r] Esanes blessynge ; and yett god 
sayde, I hatie chosen lacobe and refused Esau.’^ The chyldren of 
ysraeit, wha^ they came owte of Egypte, dyd steale the egiptians 
iewelles of syluer and gowlde, as god co??^mawnded them soo to doo. 
Davyd, in the days of Abiather the hygh preste, did cume into the 
temple and dyd steale the hallowed breeds ; and yet god saide, 
Dauid is a man euen after myne owne harte.” Chryste hym selfe, 
whan he was here on the arthe, did take an asse and a cowlte that was 
none of hys; and yow knowe that god said of hym, ^Hhis is my 
beloued soone, in whoine I delighte.” thus yow may see that god 
delightithe in theves. but moste of alt I marveft that men can 
dispyse yow theves, where as in aft poyntea almoste yow be lyke vnto 
christe hym selfe : for chryste had noo dwellynge place ; noo more 
haue yow. christe wente frome towne to towne ; and soo doo yow. 
christe was hated of aft men, sauynge of his freendc.? ; and soo are 
yow. christe was laid waite vpon in many -places ; and soo are yow. 
chryste at the lengths was cawght ; and soo shaft yow bee. he was 
browght before the iudges ; and soo shaft yow bee. he was accused ; 
and soo shaft yow bee. ho was condempned ; and soo shaft yow 
bee. he was hanged ; and so shaft yow bee. he wente downe into 
heft ; and soo shaft yow dooe. mary 1 in this one thynge yow dyffer 
frome hym, for he rose agayno and assendid into heauen ; and soo 
shaft yow neuer dooe, wMowte gode^ greate mercy, w7wch gode 
grawnte yow ! to whome -vrith the father, and the soone, and the 
hooly ghosto, bee aft honoro and glorye, for oner and euar. Amen ! 

Thus his sermon beinge endyd, they gauo hym his money agayne 
that thay tooke frome hym, and ij® to drynke for hys sermon. 


finis. 
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of the Counterfeit Cranke. 
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[leaf 2] To the gentle Headers health. 


Gentle reader, as mere liata "beene diuers bookes set lortk, as 
warnings for all men to slum the craftie coossening sleights of these 
both men and women that haue tearmed themselnes Connj-catchers ; 
so amongst the rest, bestow the reading ouer of this booke, wherin 
thou shalt hnd the gronnd-worke of Conny-catching, with the manner 
of their canting speech, how they call all things in their language, 
the horrible coossening of all these loose varlots, and the names of 


them in their souerall degrees, 

First, The Visiter, 

2. The Shifter. 

3. The Mvfflar. 

4. The Rogue. 

6, The wild Rogue. 

6. A prigger of Rrauneers. 

7. A Pallyard. 

8. A Frater. 

9. An Ahraham man. 

10. A freshwater Marriner, or 

Whijpiache, 

11, A counter fait OranJce, 


12. A Dommerar. 

13. A Dronhen Tinlcar. 

14. A Swadder, or Pedler, 

15. A larlceman ^ Patrico, 

16. u4 demander for glimmar. 

17. The handy Baslcet. 

18. An Autem Mort. 

19. J. walking MoH. 

20. A Doxe, 

21. A Dell. 

22. Kinchin Mort, 

23. A Kinchin Co. 


All these playing their coossenings in their kinde are here set 
downe, which neuer yet were disclosed in anie booke of Conny- 
catching. 
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Ueaf 2 ,TDack] A HBW Mnd of sMfting sleigM, practised at this day Ly 
some of this Gony-catcMng crue, in Innes or vitualling 
houses, hut especially in Falres or Markets, 
wMcli came to my Hands since the im- 
printing of the rest. 

Whereas of late diuers coosseiimg deuises and denilisli deceitcs 
haue heene disconered, wherhy great inconiieniences hatie hcene 
eschewed, which otherwise might haue heene the vtter oiierthrowe of 
diners honest men of all degrees, I thought this, amongst the rest, 
not the least worthie of noting, especially of those that trade to 
¥aires and Markets, that therhy being warned, they may likewise he 
armed, hoth to see the deceit, and shun the daunger. These shifters 
will come vnto an Inne or vittailing house, that is most vsed in the 
towne, and wallie vp and downe ; and if there come any gentleman 
or other, to lay vp either cloke, sword, or any other thing woorth the 
hauing, then one of this crue taketh the marks of the thing, or at 
least the token the partie giueth them : anone, after ho is gone, ho 
likewise goeth forth, and with a great countenance comineth in againo 
to the mayde or seruant, calling for what another left : if they douht 
to deliuer it, then hee frets, and calles them at his pleasure, and tols 
them the markes and tokens : hauing thus done, lieo hlamcs their for- 
getfulnes, and gixies them a couple of pence to huy thorn jiiimcs, 
hidding them fetch it straight, and know him better the next time, 
wherewith they are pleasd, and he possest of his pray. Thus ono 
gotte abagge of Cheese the last Sturbridge Fairo ; for in such places 
(as a reclaimd fellow of that crue confessed) they make an ordinary 
practise of the same. 

\The Pedler's French follows, taken word for word from Ilaman’s 
book, p. 82-7 above.] 

Ileaf5] the visiter. 

An honest youth, not many yeares since, seruant in this City, had 
leaue of Ms master at whitsontide to see his friends, who dwelt some 
fifty miles from London. It hapned at a Country wake, his mother 
and hee came acquainted with a precise scholler, that, vndor colour 
of strickt life, hath bin reputed for that hee is not : hee is well 
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knowen in Panles Clmrcliyard, and hatli beene lately a visiting in 
Essex ; for so lie presumes to tearme Ms cosening walks : and there- 
fore wee will call Mm here a Yisiter. Tliis honest seeming man 
must needes (sith his ionrney lay to London) stay at the yong mans 
mothers all the holy daies : where as on Ms desert hee was kindly 
vsed ; at length, the yonng man, haning receined his mother’s bless- 
ing, with other his friendes giftes, amounting to some ten poundes, 
was to this hypocrite as to a faithful guide committed, and toward 
London they ride : by the way this Yisiter chscourses how excellent 
insight he had in Magick, to recouer by Art anything lost or stoMe. 
Well, to sant Albons they reach ; there they sup together, and, after 
the carowsing of some quarts of wine, they go to bed, where they 
kindly sleepe, — the Yisiter slily, hut the young man soundly. Short 
tale to make — out of his bed-fellow’s sleeue this Yisiter coniiaid his 
twenty Angels, besides some other od siluer, hid it closely, and so 
fell to Ms rest. Morning comes — ^vp gets this couple — immediately 
the money was mist, much adoo was made ; the Chamberlaine with 
sundry other soruants examined ; and so hot the contention, that the 
good man, for the discharge of his house, was sending for a Constable 
to haue them both first searcht, his seruants Chests after. In the 
meane time the Yisiter cals the yong man aside, and bids him neuer 
grieue, but take horse ; and he warrants him, ere they be three miles 
out of towne, to helpo Mm to his money by Art, saying : — In these 
Innes ye see how we shall be out-faced, and, beeing vnknowne, l)ow 
euer we be wrongd, get little remedy,” The yong man, in good 
ho|)e, desired him to pay the reckoning, which done, together they 
ride. Being some two miles from the towne, they ride out of the 
ordinary way : there he tels this youth how vnwilling hee was to 
enter into the action, but that it was lost in his comi^any, and so 
forth. Well, a Circle was made, wondrous words were vsed, many 
muttrings made : at length hee cries out, — vndcr a greono tuifc, hy 
the East side of an Oake ; goo thither, goo thither.” This tlirico he 
cryed so ragingly, as the yuong man gost him mad, and was with 
feare almost beside himself. At length, x> 0 '’using, quoth this Yisiter, 
heard ye nothing cry ? ” Cry 1 ” said the yong man, yes ; 
tieaf 5, Taack] you crido SO as, for twise ten pound, I would not heare yo 
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again/^ Tlien/’ quotli he^ “ ’tis all well, if ye remember tlie 
words.” The yong man repeated tbem. Witb that tliis sliiftor said, 
Go to tbe lurtiiest Oke in tbe Mgb-way towards S. Albons, and 
vnder a greene tnrfe, on the hither side, lyes yonr niony, and a note 
of his name that stole it. Hence I cannot stirre till you returne ; 
neyther may either of our horses be vntide for that time : runne yoe 
must not, but keepe an ordinary pace.” Away goes the yong man 
gingerly ; and, being out of sight, this copesmate takes his cloke-bag, 
wherein was a faire sute of apparel, and, setting spurres to his horse, 
was, ere the hTouice returned, ridde cleane out of his view. The 
yong man, seeing himselfe so coossened, made patience his best 
remedie, tooke his horse, and came to London, where yet it was neuer 
his lucke to meet this visiter. 

A SHIETER. 

A Shifter, not long since, going ordinarily booted, got leaue of a 
Carrier to ride on his owne hackney a little way from London, who, 
comming to the Inne where the Carier that night should lodge, 
honestly set vp the horse, and entred the hal, where wore at one 
table some three and thirty clothiers, all returning to their seuorall 
countries. Ysing, as he could, his curtesie, and being Gentleman- 
like attirde, he was at all their instance placed at the vpper end by 
the hostesse. After hee had a while eaten, he fel to discourse with 
such pleasance, that all the table were greatly delighted therewith. 
In the midst of supper enters a noise of musitions, who with their 
instruments added a double delight. Lor them hoe re(iuested his 
hostesse to laye a shoulder of mutton and a couple of capons to the 
fire, for which he would pay, and then mooued in their behalfc to 
gather. Among them a noble was made, which he fingiing, was well 
blest ; for before he had not a crosse, yet he promist to make it vp 
an angeh To he short, in comes the reckoning, which (by reason of 
the fine fare and excesse of wine) amounted to each mans halfe crown. 
Then hee req^uested his hostesse to prouide so many possets of sacsko, 
as would furnish the table, which he would bestow on the Gentlemen 
to requite their extraordinary costs : and iestingly askt if she would 
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make him lier deputie to gatker tke reckoning ; ske graxuited, and ke 
did so : and on a sodaine, (faining to hasten kis kostesse witk the 
possets) ke tooke kis cloke, and, finding fit time, kee slipt out of 
doores, leaning tke gnestes and tkeir kostesse to a new reckoning, 
and tke mnsitians to a good supper, knt they paid for tke sauce. 
This iest some vntruly attribute to a man of excellent parts about 
London, but ke is slandered : tke party tkat performed it hath scarce 
any good qualitie to line. Of tkese sort I could set downe a great 
number, but I leaue you now vnto tkose wkick by Maister Harman 
are discouered. 

[Tken follows Harman’s book, commencing witk a Buffelar, p. 
29. Tke woodcut of Hicolas Blunt and ISTicolas Geninges (p. 50, 
above) is given, and anotker one representing tke Cranke after ke 
was stripped and wasked. Tke volume ends witk tke chapter 
Tkeir vsage in tke night,” p. 76-8 above, — tke woodcuts and verses 
at tke end of Harman’s book being omitted in tke present Ground- 
worJce of Conny-catchlng. Tke last words in tke latter are, ^^And 
this must tke poore Farmer suffer, or els they threaten to burne him, 
and all tkat ke hath.”] 
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Abraliam men, those who feign 
madness^ 3 ; one of fhem^ named 
Stradlynge, ‘the craftiest and moste 
dyssemblyngest Imane/ 47 
Altliam, a cnrtall’s wife, 4 
Arsenick, to make sores with, 44 
associate, accompany, 53 
Autem, a church, 67, 83 

Mortes, description of, 67 ; 

as chaste as Harman’s ‘ Gowe,’ 67 
Awdeley, lohn, a printer, 1 
Awdeley’s Vacahondes ; Har- 
man’s references to, 20, 60 
Axiltrye, casting of the, 46 

haken, Tbacon, 3 
handy banquet, whoring, 63 
haner, % band, 52 
Eawd Phisicke, a cook, 14 
Bawdy baskets, description of, 65 ; 
a story of one who, with an upright 
man, spoiled a poor beggar of his 
money, 66 

beggar by inheritance, 42 
belly chere, food, 32 
belly chete, an apron, 83 
benat, better, 86 
bene, good, 83 
bene bowse, good drink, 59 
beneship, very well, 86 


benshyp, very good, 83, 8 G 
beray, dung, 13; dirty, 52 
beteled, % {hefslled is deceived), 67 
Bethlem Hospital, 52, 53 
Blackheatli, 77 

bletinge cliete, a calf or sliocp, 83 
Blunt, Hicolas, an upright man, 
50, 87 

bong, purse, 84, 8 G 
booget, a bag, 59 
bord, a shilling, 83 

half a, sixpence, 83 

borsholders, 21, w., superior con- 
stables. See Ilalliwoll’s Glosmr^. 
bottell, bundle, truss, 72 
Bottomelye, Bosso, a harlot, 75 
bousing kon, an ale-house, 83 
bowle, drink bowls of licpior, 32 

bowse, drink, 32, 83 ; v, to drink, 
84 

brasto, burst, 73 
Bridewell, 57, 87 
bxoused, bruised, 29 
bryberinge, stealing, 60 
Buckes, baskets, 21 
Buckingham, Duke of, beheaded, 
22 

bufe, a dog, 84 

bung, a purse, 83, 84, 86 
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iDusldll, "bustle^ Avriggle, 15 
bychery, 67 
l)ycherye, whoring, 61 
hyd, pray, 15 

hyng a waste, go you hence, 84 

ijaMing chete, a coch, or capon, 83 
can skyl, know, 8 
cante, to speak, 84 
Canting, the language of vaga- 
bonds, 23 ; list of words, 82-4 j 
specimen of, 84-6 

Capcases, covers for caps, small 
bandboxes, 65 

Capon hardy, 12. For ^capron 
hardy, ^ * a notable whipster or twig- 
ger,’ a bold or saucy young scamp, 
(See the Index to Caxton’s Book 
of Ct^riesi/e^ E. E. T. Soc., p. 54.) 

cassan, cheese, 83 
caster, a cloak, 82 
casting of the sledge, 46 
Cauoat, a warning, 1 7 
Chafe litter, the knave, described, 
13 

chafer, heating dish, 59 
Charing Cross, 58 
chattes, the gallows, 84, 86 
Chayne, a gentleman, 58 
Cheapside, 57, 87 
Cheatours, card-sharpers enticing 
young men to their hosterics, win 
their money and. depart, 7 
cheekehy cheeke Tnow ‘by jowE), 
12 

chete, animal, 83, col. 2, foot 
chetes, things, 42 
Choplogyke, description pf, 16 
Christ, like a thief, 94, 95 
Christes Hospital, 8 
Clapperdogens, 44. Bm PaUiards. 
Clement’s Inn, 53 


clocke, a cloak, 55 
clyme three tres with a ladder, 
to ascend the gallows, 31 
cly the gerke, to he whipped, 84 

Cole, false, 15. (See Mr E. 
Morris in Notes and Qaeries^ Oct., 
1869, on Coif ox, &c. 

Cole Prophet, description of, 15 
commission, a shirt, 83 
Commitour of Tidings, a tell-tale, 
14 

common, commune, 45 
conneys, rahhits, 35 
conneysldns, rahhitskins, 65 
coimizance, cognizance, 35 
Cornwall, 48 

Cory fauell, a knave, described, 
16 

conch a hogshead, lie down and 
sleep, 77, 84 

Counterfet Crankes, description 
of, 51 ; story of one that Harman 
watched, 51 ; how he was dressed, 
51 ; his refusal to wash when bid- 
den, 52 ; gives the name of Genings, 
52 ; said he had been in Bethlehem 
Hospital, 52, which Harman found 
to be a lie, 63 ; in the middle of 
the day he goes into the fields and 
renews the ulood on his face, 53 ; 
what money he received, 53 ; at 
night he goes to Newington, where 
he is given in charge, 64; the 
amount of his gains, 55 ; his 
escape, 65 ; his recapture, 56, 
his punishment, 57, n. 

Cousonors, cheaters, 1 
Crashing chetes, teeth, 82 

crassinge chetes, ap]ples, pears, or 
any other fruit, 84 
Cross Keys Inn in Cranford 
(Middlesex) or Crayford (Kent), 
77 

cuffon, fellow, 86. Bee Quyer. 
Gursetors, 17 ; explanation of, 
27 
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Curtal, 37 

Curtail, one wlio is next in 
authority to an upright man, 4 
Curtesy man, described, 6 
cutte, to say, 84 

ciitte hene whydds, speak or give 
good words, 84 

cutte benle, speak gently, 84 

cutte quyre wliyddes, give evil 
words or evil language, 84 

darkemans, night, 84 
Dartford, 58 
David, a thief, 94, 95 
ded lyft, a j last refuge, 34 
Dells, rogues’ virgins, described, 
75 

Deinaunder for glymmar, descrip- 
tion of, 61 ; story of one who be- 
haved courteously to one man and 
uncourteously to another, 61 — 65 
Deptford, 77 
Desmond, Earl of, 82 
Devil’s Pater noster, 15 
Devonshire, 48 

dewse a vyle, the country, 84, 86 

Dialogue, between upright man 
and rogue, 84 — 87 
dokte, fornicated with, 87 
Dommerar, description of, 57 ; of 
one who was made to speak, and 
afterwards punished on the pillory, 
58, 69 

doson, dozen, 34 
Doxes, description of, 4, 6, 73 
Draw-the-pudding-out-of-the-fire ; 
a beggars’ inn at Harrow-on-the- 
Hill, 77 

drawers, hosen, 83 
Drawlatches, a class of beggars, 27 

Dronken Tinckar, description of, 
59 

drouselye, drowsily, 76 


dudes, cloths, 83 

dup the gyger, open the door, 84 

Dyng-thrift, description of, 15 

Egiptians, description of, 23 
Esau, a thief, 94, 95 
Esaye, Isaiah, 24 
Esen Drop2:>ers, eaves-dro|)pers, 15 
exonerate, empty (one’s belly), 55 

factors, tax-gatherers, 45 
fambles, hands, 82 ; famhlo, 87 
fambling chete, ring on the hand, 
82 

Eay tores, a class of beggars, 27 
ferres, 35, ferries 

Eiltchman, the truncheon of a 
staff, 4 

Eingerers, 7 — 9. /See Cheat ours. 

for knowing ; against, to prevent, 
being recognized, 71 
flagg, a groat, 83, 85 
hebytinge, 73 

fletinge Eellowshyp, the company 
of vagabonds, 24 

Erater, one who goes with aliconco 
to beg for some Spittlehouso or 
Hospital, but who usually robs 
poor women, 4 ; description of, 45 

Freshwater Mariner, description 
of, 48 

Furmenty, 22 
fustian fume, 46 
fylche, to heat, to roh, 84 
fylthy hry flankard, 29 
fynesed, finished, 70 
Fyngerer, 8, 9 

gage, a quart pot, 83 

of howse, a quart of drink, 34 

gaily slopes, breeches, 35 
gan, a month, 82 
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gealy gealowsit, good fellowship, 
55 

gentry cofes kon, a noble or gentle- 
man’s house, 83 

gentry morte, a noble or gentle- 
^ woman, 84i 

G-enynges, ISTicolas, a counterfeit 
cranke, 50, 87 
gestes, guests, 61 
Glasyers, eyes, 82 

gliinmcringe morte, a woman who 
travels the country begging, saying 
her goods have been burnt, 61 
glymmar, fire, 61, 83 
grannam, corn, 83 

Gxauesond barge, a resort of vaga- 
bonds and knaves, 1 
graunt, agree, 53 
grefie, grief, 55 

Grene Winchard, description of a, 
U 

GroimtlicorliQ of Connij-catcliing^ 
97 

grunting chete, or patricos kynch- 
en, a pig, 83 

Gry filth, Wylliam, a printer, 17 
Gybe, a licence, 4 ; a writing, 83 
gygger, a door, S3, 85 
Gyle Hather, description of, 14 
gyUot, a whore, 71 

Haben, a witty parson, 92 
hande clmrcher, handkerchief, 72 
Hannan beck, constable, 84 

Harman, Thomas, his Caveat, 
17-91 ; epistle to the reader, ^7 ; 
his old tenant, 30; his copper cauld- 
ron stolen, 35 ; recovered, 35 ; no- 
tice to tinkers of the loss of his 
cauldron, 35; his gelding stolen, 
41 ; in commission of the peace, 60 ; 
paid for beggars’ secrets, 74 
Harmans, the stocks, 84 
Harrow-on-the-Hill, inn at, 77 


Hartley Eow in Hampshire, 92, 
93 

Hearing chetes, ears, 82 

heaning of the bowth, robbing 
the booth, 4 

Helpers of rogues, 9 
Helycon, 28 

lieue a hough, rob a booth, 84 
Hills, Mr, Eents, 57 

him redundant : leapes him, 43, 
1. 24 

Hoker, or Angglear, description 
of, 35 ; anecdote of one who took 
the clothes of the bed in which 3 
men were sleeping, without awak- 
ing them, 36 
Holborn, 54 
hollo we hosteler, 63 
horse locke, 39 
hosen, breeches, 71, 72 
hosted, lodged, 57, n. 
hosteries, card-sharp ers’ resorts, 9 
House of Pity, inn in USTorthall, 
77 

lioysscd, hoisted, 20 
huggeringe, loitering, 43 
Hyherdyne, a parson, 93 
hygh, hie, 33 
hygh pad, highway, 84 

Jacob, a thief, 94, 95 

larckeman, a maker of counterfeit 
licences, 5, 60 
larckes, seals, 4 
larko, a seal, 83 
ich, I, 8 

Jofiroy Gods Po, a liar, 13 
Ingratus, an ungrateful knave, 1 6 
in printe, meaning ^ correct,’ 45 
lockam, yard, penis, 87 
iompe, jump, plump, exactly, 44 
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Irislie toyle, a "beggar, 5 
Irisli rogues, 44, 48 
Isleworth (Thystellwortli), St Ju- 
lian’s, a beggars’ inn at, 77 
lusticers, Justices, 21 

Karle, a knave, 8 
ken, a kouse, 83, 84, 86 
Kent, a man of worship in, death 
of, 22 

Kent, mentioned, 37, 43, 48, 61, 
63, 66, 68, 77 
Kent St, Southwark, 57 
Kethroke, a beggars’ inn, near 
Blackheatb, 77 
kinde, nature, 52 
Kitchen Co, a boy, 5, 76 

Morte, a girl, 5, 7 6 

Ejnapsbery (inn near London), 77 
Knaues, 25 orders of, 1 

, quartern of, 1 

Kynges barne, beggars’ inn in 
Kent, 77 

lage, water, 83 

lag of dudes, abucke of clothes, 83 
lap, butter, milk, or whey, 83 
lasy Lorrels, 82 

lecherous husband cured, 68-73 
Leicester, 56 

lewed lecherous loyteringe, 31 
lewtering Luskes, 82 
licoryce knaue, a drunkard, 13 
lightmans, day, 84 
(Uncoln’s Lon) Lields, 53 
London, 30, 42, 49 
lousey leuterars, vagabonds, 22 
lowMnge chete, a cow, 83 
lowre, money, 83, 85, 86 
Lubbares, lubbers, 47 


luckly, lucky, 19 
Ludgate, 57 
lybbege, a bed, 83 
lybbet, a stick, 26 
lykinge, lustful, 21 
Lynx eyes, 54. (See Index to 
Ham pole’s Fricke of Conscience,') 
Lypken, a house to lie in, 83 

make, halfpenny, 83 
make (think) it strange, 41 
makes, mates, 23 
mamnierings, mumblings, 72 
manerly maxian, 62 
margery p)rater, a hen, 83 

Mariner, one at Portsmouth the 
maker of counterfeit licences for 
Prcsliwater m tinners, 19 
match© of wrastlingo, 46 
maundo, ask or require, 84, 85 

Messenger, lone, an honest bawdy 
basket, 65 

Milling of the ken, sending 
children into houses to rob, 67 
moiling cheto, a najddn, 83 
moimchcd, eat, 72 

mounch-present, one who, being 
sent by his master with a present, 
must taste of it himself, 11 

myll a ken, rob a house, 84 
mynt, gold, 83 

JSTab, a head, 82, 86 
Kahchet, a hat or cap, 82 
nase, drunken, 86 
Kewhaven, 67 
Kewington, 54, 66 
Kichol Hartles, a coward, 1 3 
Korthall, beggars’ inn at, 77 
nosegent, a nun, 83 
nouels, news, 14 

Kunquaxo, a loitering servant, 16 
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njgle, liaiie to do witli a -womarL 
carnally^ 84 

nyp a ‘boung, to cut a purse, 84 

OMoquium, a malapert knave, 13 
occupying, holding of land^ 38 
of, oif, 39 

oysters of East Kent, 68 

Palliards, description of, 4, 44 ; 

doings of, 44; list of names of, 81, 83 
pannani, bread, 83 
Param, milk, 83, n, 
patrico, a priest, 6, 60 
paulmistrie, fortune-telling, 23 
pecke, meat, 86 

peddelars Frencke. Bee Canting, 
pek, moat, 83 

peld pate, head uncovered, 34 
pelte, clothes, 76 

peltiuge, ? paltry, contemptible, 
20 

Peimer, a pen-case, 54 
pens, pence, 55 
picktlianke knaue, 14 
pillory in Clieapside, 57 
pitching of the barre, 46 

pity; it pytied him at the hart, 
41 

poppelars, porridge, 83 
porte sale, ? quick sale, 77 
Portsmouth, 49 
Poulcs, St Paul’s, 8 
prat, a buttocko, 82 
prating knano, 15 
pratling cliote, a tongue, 82 
praunocr, a horse, 83 

Prigger of Paulfreys, a stealer of 
horses, 4 

Proctour, a liar, 14; a keeper of 
a spitilehouse, 45 


Provekbs : 

although Truth be blamed, it shall 
never be shamed, 28 
as the begger knowes his dishe, 32 
don’t wake the sleeping dog, 73 
God hath done Ms part, 48 
out of sight, out of minde, 32 
swete meate wyll haue sowre sawce, 
72 

prygge, to ride, 84 

of Prauncers, description 
of, 42 ,* a story of a gentleman who 
lost liis horse by giving it in charge 
for a short time to a ‘ priggar,’ 43 
Prygges, tinkers, 59 

Pryginan, one who steals clothes 
oil hedges, and a robber of poMtry, 3 

quakinge chete, or red shanke, a 
drake or duck, 83 
quaromes, a body, 82 
Queen Elizabeth, 21 
quier, nought, 83 

Quier crampringes, bolts or fetters, 
84, S() 

Quire bird, one lately come out of 
prison, 4 

quyer ctdfyn, justice of the peace, 
84, SO 

Quyerkyn, prison house, 84, 86 

rabbi cment, 19 
xakehelles, 19 
llatsbano, 44 
recbles, reckless, 15 
TifflingG, 32 

Jlince pyteher, a drunkard, 13 
Bing chopper, description of, 11 

faller, description of, 10 

Eobardosmon, robbers, 27. See 
William of Nassington’s description 
of them quoted in 4" Q^^ries 
by P. J. P., 1869 ; and TAe Vision 
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KoHn goodfelow, 36 
Rochester, 66 

Bogeman, a receiver of stolen 
clotlies, 3 

Roger, or tyh of the "buttery, a 
goose, 83 

Roges, description of, 36 ; subject 
to beastly diseases, 37,* list of 
names of^ 80^ 81 

Rogues, a story of two, who made 
the acquaintance of a parson at an 
ale-house, and afterwards went to 
his house and robbed him, 37 
Rome bouse, wine, 83 
Rome mort, the Queen, 84 
Rome vyle, London, 84 
Rothered in Kent, 77 
rowsey, trough, or frowzy, 19 
Royal Exchange, 8 
roylynge, travelling, 31 
ruffe, rough, 33 

Ruffeler, a robber of ^wayfaring 
men and market women/ 3, 29 ; 
a story of one who robbed an old 
man, a tenant of Harman’s, on 
Blackheath, 80 

ruffian cly the, devil take thee, 84 
ruff an, to the, 84, to the devil 
ruffmans, woods or bushes, 84 
ruff pek, bacon, 83 
ruysting, roystering, *32 

Salomon, an altar, or mass, 83 
sawght, sought, 62 
Saynt Augustyn, 24 
soelorous, wicked, 20 
sewerly, surely, 50 
Shifters, 1 

shotars hyl, Shooter’s Hill, 30 
Shreeues, sheriffs, 21 

Shrewd turne, 1 sharp handling, 
hard usage, 15 


Shrewsbury, Elizabeth Countess 
of, Harman’s dedication to, 19 
shrodge, shrugged, hugged, 71 
Simon soone agon, a loitering 
knave, 13 
skew, a cup, 83 

Skoller, a waterman (and his 
boat), 54 

skower the cramprings, wear bolts 
or fetters, 84 
skypper, a barn, 83 
slates, sheets to lie in, 61, 76, 77, 
83 

small hreefe, old briefe of vaca- 
bonds, meaning Awdelcy’s book, 20 
smell feastes, 46 

smelling chete, a nose, 82 ; a 
garden or orchard, 84 
snowte fayre, fair-faced, 61 
sod, boiled, 22 
Somersetshire, 61 

soup, chewed, to produce foam- 
ing at the mouth, 51 
Spanlles, spaniel-dogs, 33 
Spearwort, 44 
Spice-cakes, 12 

spitlehouse, 45 ; row in a, 45 ; 
the constable wants to take in cus- 
tody the roysterers, 4G ; the good 
wife of the house intreats him for 
her guests, and while so doing the 
next door neighbours enter the kit- 
chen, and steal the supper that she 
was preparing, 46 

sq^uaymysh, squeamish, 55 
St. George’s Eields, 54 
St. Giles’s in the Eields, 64 

St. Julian’s (inn in Thystellworth : 
Isleworth), 77 

St.^ Quinten’s (inn near London), 
St^^Tybbe’s (inn near London), 
stall, to make or ordain, 84 
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stalling to tlie rogue, ceremony of, 
34 

stampers, shoes, 83 
stampes, legs, 82 
Statutes, i.Edw. VI. c.iii, p. 20, 7?*. j 
xxvii. Hen. YIII. for punishment 
of vagabonds, 29 

staulinge ken, a house that will 
receive stolen wares, 32, 83 
stihber gibber knaue, a liar, 14 
stow you, hold your peace, 84 
Stradlynge, an Abraham man, 47 
strommell, straw, 83 
Sturton, Lord, 48 
summer-games, 47 

surgeon, who strung up the dumb 
rogue, 58-9 

Swadders and Pedlers, description 
of, 60 

Swygman, a pedlar, 5 

tempering, tampering, 70 
Temple Bar, 53 

‘ Thank God of all,’ 67 (cp. 
Shakspere’s ^ Thank God you are 
rid of a knave.’ Much Ado, iii. 3.) 

the, thee, 55 

TMeyes, a sermon in praise of, 
92 

‘ Three trees,’ the gallows, 31 
tickle in the ear, gammon, 9 
Tinkard, a beggar, 5 
tiplinge[houso], an ale-house, 40 
tittiuoll knaue, a tale-bearer, 15 
togeman, a coat, 77, 82 
tortyllos, turtle-doves, lovers, 62 
towre, see, 84, 85 
trashe, goods, 77 

tiininge, Ixanging, the end of 
roges, 37, 84 

TroU and troll by, a knave, de- 
scribed, 12 


Troll Hazard of Trace, a knave, 12 
Troll Hazard of tritrace, a knave, 
13 

Troll witb, a knave, 1 2 
Truth, proverb as to, 28 
tryninge, hanging, 84 
twin’d hempe, rope and gallows, 
29 (cp. B alley n in The Babees Book, 
p. 240-3) 

Two Gent, of Verona, 45 
Tynckars, Harman sends notice 
of the stealing of his cauldron to 
the, 35 

typ, secret, 20 

typ)linge houses, alehouses, 24 

Vacahoiide — one being^ caught, 
and brought before the justices of 
the peace, promised to tell them 
the names and degrees of his fel- 
lows, on condition that he escaped 
unishment, which being granted, 
c fullilled his promise, and Awde- 
ley obtained the materials for his 
book, 2 

Vaeabondes, beggerly, 1 ; ruflyng, 
1; Hhe old briefe’ of, 60 
Vagabondes, their vsage in the 
night, 76 

Vagabonds, account of the doings 
of, at the funeral of a man of wor- 
ship in Kent, 22 
vagarantes, 19 

Vngracious, a man who will not 
work, 15 

Vnthrift, a recldess knave, 15 
vntrus, to undress, 72 
Vpright man, description of, 1, 4, 
31 

Vpright men, list of the names of, 
78, 79, 80 

Vrmond, Earle of, 82 

walkinge mortes, description of, 
67 1 a story of a trick that one 
played on a man who would hare 
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had to do with her, and the punish- 
ment he received instead, 67 — 73 

■wannion, a curse, 62 
•wappiuge, fornicating, 87 
Washman, one who shams lame- 
ness, sickness, etc., 5 
waste, hynge a j go hence, 84, 86 
watch, the constable, 45 

watch e, person, 61 ,• our watche, 
us, 86 

Welsh rogues, 44, 57 
Whistle, anecdote of the, 61-5 
Whipiacke, a robber of booths 
and stalls, 4 
Whitefriars, 51, 56 
whydds, words, 84, 86 
whystell, whistle, 62 
whyte money, silver, 42 


wilde roge, description of, 41 ; 
story of one robbing a man, of whom 
he had just begged, 42 

wilde roge’s reason for being a 
beggar, 42 

windless, out of breath, 73 
windshaken knaue, 66 
woode, mad, 14 

Wostestowe, a servant of the 
Lord Keeper’s, 58 
wyld Dell, description of, 75 
wyn, a penny, 83 

yannani, bread, 83, 7i, 
yarain, milk, 83 
yemen, yeomen, 22 
ynkell, ta^oe, 65 








